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Jlonas] Jones To Artuur: A.L.S. 3p. 


Cc 


[Place not stated.] 

The perusal of Mr Sherwoods letter has given me much satisfaction— 
He will probably get on very well— The report of these two cases 
confirms me in the opinion that I would be guided by no remonstrances 
as to the number of executions[.] Such subjects as those mentioned are 
fit objects to suffer[;] let their number be extended to double that 
mentioned by your Excellency— If on the other hand the Prisoners 
had proved to be low ignorant and very young people I should feel 
disposed to confine the Capital cases to about half a dozen— _ I should 
nevertheless concur in the extended[?] number curtailing it according 
to the character, disposition and situation in life of the offenders con- 
victed— 


A. HAGERMAN To [JoHN] MacauLay: A.L.S. 3p. 


[Place not stated.| 

I have just received the enclosed from Mr Prince— You had better 
shew it to His Excy:— 

You will perceive he does not speak quite so confidently of the 
legality of his proceedings as one would suppose from his letter to The 
Lieut Govr... 

P.S. I hope Sir George will give us a helping hand with our Parish 
Church—indeed I have no doubt he will. I am sorry to hear of an 
attempt to divide our means—we cannot afford this,—and pray do all 
you can to discourage the mischief.— 

If the accident had not occurred that has deprived us of our proper 
place of Worship—we should have had another Church at this end of 
the Town, completed before next new years day— but our plans have 
been sadly interfered with.— 


ARTHUR TO THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY [WILLIAM HowLeEy]: LB.3, 
p.4-6. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I feel the greatest possible reluctance & hesitation in obtruding upon 
Yr. Grace the subject wh. has induced me to address you this Evening— 
but a strong desire to serve a deeply afflicted & most excellent Lady has 
led me to venture upon an intrusion wh. I can no way justify even to 
myself... [Presents the case of Mrs. Wentworth Bayly, the impov- 
erished widow, with eight children, of a man with whom he had been 
on intimate terms of friendship in the West Indies. She wants to get a 
seven year old son into “‘the Charter House School on the Foundation’’. 
He asks the Archbishop’s assistance and will pay the expenses cf the 
cld’s entrance.]| 

The Scene thro’ wh. I have been passing in this Province is dis- 
tressing beyond expression. Incursion after incursion has been made 
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by a lawless gang of Ruffians from the American States upon the un- 
offending Inhabitants of Upper Canada. By the Providence of God 
every attempt has been most signally defeated & a great number of 
these Ruffians have fallen into our hands & they are all now upon their 
trial for the Murders & other outrages they have committed. 

On being questioned by the Court what was the Religion they pro- 
fessed will your Lordship believe it the Answer generally has been 
“‘None’’ !— 

A respectable Citizen who is a Magistrate & a Member of Congress 
lately addressed one of the Judges of this Province in behalf of the 
Young Prisoners— the Judge in reply goes so fully into our condition 
that I cannot resist enclosing a Newspaper which contains it if Yr. Grace 
shd. be able to find a few minutes to peruse the Letter.— 

It has given me sincere satisfaction to hear that Your Grace has 
kindly undertaken to select a Principal for our College. 

In these disturbed Times I can well suppose that the difficulty of 
getting a suitable Person will be increased— but, I hope it will not 
prove insuperable. Itis a most interesting Institution, & is calculated to 
produce the most important & beneficial effects upon the future character 
of the people of Upper Canada.— 

The Clergy Reserve Question comes before the Provincial Parliament 
during the next month, & I shall then venture to trouble Your Grace at 
some length upon the subject in the expectation that H. M. Ministers 
will bring the subject before the Imperial Parliament for final adjustment. 


ARTHUR TO Mrs. [WENTWoRTH] Bayty: LB.3, p.3. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 
Wrote to Mrs. Bayly—enclosing letter to Archbishop of Canterbury— 
also a Draft upon Coutts for £1000.—! 


ARTHUR TO Mr. [W. H.] Hamitton: LB.6, p.41-52. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

Thank you for your long and interesting Letter of the 15th. October, 
which, however had a very long passage. It gives us great pleasure to 
find that Mrs. Hamilton & yourself are well and that you have got into 
a residence which seems to please you— accept, at this Season, my hearty 
good wishes that it may prove a House in which you may have peace of 
Mind and Health the greatest of all blessings because they involve every 
other... From my letters from V D Land, I conclude matters are going 
on there much as in days of old. With respect to Stephen’s Cook, it 
had been better Montagu had not applied for him—but it is, evidently, 
party feeling that has given rise to so much fuss about the matter. 
Sir John Franklin appears to want decision; and in order to keep well 
with the Radicals is likely to loose [sic] his influence. Such a Colony as 
V. D. Land requires in the Governor a thorough knowledge of Mankind— 
there is no getting on without it; & with it, sound judgement & industry 
will carry a Person through most of the difficulties that present them- 
selves in such a Colony. 

So far as I can judge both Montagu & Forster seem to have acted 
with discretion, & Stephen, with those fine talents wh. he undoubtedly 
possesses, has lost Himself. 


See item 616 where the amount is given as ‘‘One Hundred Pounds”. 
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I do regret it very much! Nothing wd. persuade Him but that I was 
his enemy at Heart; & having taken up that idea He resolved to retaliate 
& pursued all kinds of windings & turnings. 

Never did a man labor under a greater error. I was not insensible 
of the injustice of his conduct towards me; but I can truly say that I 
never intentionally did Him an injury—that I shut my Ear to many 
things said to his prejudice—that is, that I would not allow them to 
prejudice my mind, & would have done Him & still would do him any 
service in my power. 

You will, of course, be interested to get any tidings from Upper 
Canada the scene of interest just now to all the world. 

My last letter to you was dated the 31st October— the Months of 
November & December have been eventful enough. The rebellion, as 
you are aware from the Public Prints, broke out on the 4th November[.] 
It was intended that an insurrection should have taken place in this 
Province at the same time, & simultaneously the Brigands—‘‘Patriots”’ 
they call themselves—were to have attacked us in force from the Amer- 
ican Frontier. But I was before hand with them— As I mentioned 
to you I had called out 13000 Militia, as soon as I was in possession of 
information on which I could depend. and the consequence was that the 
disloyal were afraid to act, or take the part that had been assigned to 
them & as the moment of their rising was the signal for the Yankees to 
take their part the scheme was checked & they have never been able 
since to act in Concert. Worn out, with the delay, the Patriots, at 
length, anticipated the movement of their Allies & made the first onset 
by a landing at Prescott—a small Town on the St Lawrence|,] under the 
immediate command of a Pole named Von Schoultz—a remarkably 
clever talented man & a good Soldier. The Place was admirably well 
selected. They occupied a Windmill the walls of wh. were 4 ft. thick; 
& it was in a neighbourhood considered disloyal—at all events they had 
many friends there—or, I should rather say, members of the ‘‘Hunters 
Lodges” who had promised to join— it was supposed that some thousands 
of the Patriots wd. have rushed across the St Lawrence as soon as the 
Post was occupied, provided, any of their Canadian friends joined—but, 
not a movement of this kind was attempted—& the descent was an 
utter failure[;] about thirty of the Brigands were killed & 160 made 
prisoners—of whom ten have since been tried & executed & 120 more 
are convicted & await their doom. When this attack was made at 
Prescott another was to have been made at the same time at Kingston 
& at Cobourg two towns on Lake Ontario—and at Port Stanley on Lake 
Erie at Niagara & at Amherstburg on the Detroit River at the head of 
Lake Erie where we have a small work called Fort Malden, But, happily 
for us these people never act in concert—there are too many Masters 
amongst them[.] They made an attempt indeed to cross at Niagara— 
but, after vaunting[?] and threatening a good deal they agreed to differ 
and dispersed. 

Some of the Leaders then proceeded to the west, & collected about 
1000 vagabonds near the American Town “Detroit’—& on the 4 of 
December at daylight they crossed over and took possession of a small 
village called Windsor—surprised a small Militia guard burnt the 
Barracks—& a Steamer & murdered three or 4 people— Whilst this 
was going on many thousands of the Americans crowded the wharfs at 
Detroit and cheered for the Brigands—but their joy soon terminated. 
About three miles from Windsor I had stationed a body of 400 Militia, 
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&, as soon as the tidings were brought of the Landing, 3 companies 
moved at once to Windsor. 1 was a company of french Canadiens!! & 
routed the ruffians in a moment— not more than 50 were able to make 
good their retreat—the rest were either shot—perished in the woods—or 
were taken prisoners and the latter are now under trial—of whom six 
have been convicted & three are ordered for execution. 

The effect of this it might be hoped, would put an end to these 
incursions, but I do not think it will have that effect. The American 
Govt. indeed are trying, I believe sincerely, to put down the ‘Hunters 
Lodges” which were originally formed in May last with the avowed 
objects of giving Liberty to Canada, but they are now too strong to be 
put down—there are not less than 160,000 members—&, if Mr Van Buren 
does not be careful & descisive [sic] in time, these Lodges will revolutionize 
the United States, & certainly will dictate who shall be the next President. 

If the Upper Canadians were all good & true men I should not fear 
these People at all—&, in this respect, matters are mending— I cannot 
say more! 

The American Govt. I suppose will be called to account by Great 
Britain for these atrocities of her citizens— The Govt. is miserably 
weak and cannot help itself—or be suffered to make satisfaction & then 
I conclude, war must follow— But I hope not—for Canada must 
suffer in that event severely—&—although they are ill prepared for 
War—yet I firmly believe it would prove advantageous to the United 
States—for they certainly cannot go on much.longer as they are! In 
the course of the next month when the Ice is fairly set, I expect we shall 
have some more serious attempts made upon our frontier of wh we have’ 
no less than 800 miles to guard[.] 

In the Lower Province, you are already aware that the rebellion was 
for the time quickly put down— Sir J. Colborne carried Fire and the 
Sword through the disturbed country, & the destruction was awful! 
There cannot be a more kind hearted. benevolent man than Sir J. is— 
perhaps, it may not have been in his power to restrain the Soldiery, but 
I shd now think it impossible to reconcile the French population to 
British Institutions. 

The Brigands, it would appear, are preparing to commence operations 
on the Richfe]lieu & between Hemmington & Fort Conington. The 
lines from Watertown & Ogdensburg to Plat[t]sburg are so short that a 
Corps of Brigands may be upon our people without any notice. There 
are about 800 Canadiens lingering on the Frontier at Albany, Rouses 
Point, Perrys Mills & Champlain[.] The Sympathisers near the Eastern 
Townships have also been alarming that Frontier, & on the 30th. ultimo 
a band of these Ruffians headed by two Americans of the State of 
Vermont crossed the Frontier from Albany in Sleighs & burnt two 
Houses & four Barns about a Mile on our side of the Line, on Caldwell 
Manor & then made their escape. These felons will, of course, be 
claimed— the claim will be refused— then will come remonstrance. All 
this may lead to War; but I have no doubt both Govts. will endeavour 
to put off the evil day. Gagnon, Cole, Malhot, Davernay, Buchette 
were at Swanton, & Wolford Nelson, & Papineau are expected there in 
a few days— These worthies form the Executive Council, & mischief 
is evidently brewing in that quarter. Depend upon it the whole Popu- 
lation of Lower Canada will act vigourously [sic] against us the first 
opportunity that may be afforded them. Nothing I am persuaded, can 
now save that Province but Immigration, as a National measure upon 
a large scale. 
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So much for Politics—now for a word upon my own atftairs. 

In my letter of the 31st. October I informed you that I had remitted 
a Bill for £500 upon the Treasury to Coutts, allowed for my passage, wh. 
I requested them to place to my credit—also I desired them to sell out 
the sum I have in the 3 PCents wh. I believe is between £200 and 300— 
I also requested that you would have the kindness to draw for the sum 
of about £300 for wh. you still held authority upon my Letter to 
Montagu— and, further, I mentioned to you that it was probable Mr. 
George Hyde wd. be glad of a Bill upon Montagu on my account for 
£1000 wh. I should be glad to deposit, to provide for contingencies with 
Messrs. Coutts. I ought to have sent youa Letter to forward to Montagu 
at the same time, & regret that I omittedit. I now supply the omission. 

In drawing this additional £1000 I have in view that the House of 
Assembly. may not possibly accede to the Secretary of State’s suggestion 
of furnishing the Govt. House in wh. case I shall have to provide at least 
a thousand pounds. The house will meet in about two months, & it 
will be a relief to me to know that the needful is necessary [sic] if re- 
quired. If you will first call & see Mr. Murdock at the Colonial Office, 
you may afterwards always arrange to put any letters for me under 
cover to him, & I am sure he will be good enough to forward them— put 
yr. letters up long ways even tho’ written on letter paper as they are not 
so likely to be mislaid— if Mr. Murdock forwards them Via New York, 
with the Despatches, they will speedily reach me. 

I also requested you would be so good as to use the Funds which I 
described to have been provided ‘‘as already set forth’—as Old Mr. 
Bedford wd. express it—in paying for the dr. Boys Schooling to Mr. 
Walton. Henceforth I have no doubt I shall be able to manage with 
my salary & allow my funds from V. D. Land to accumulate. 

I promised dear Charles a Watch—I wish you wd. purchase a neat 
Silver one for him & send it to him with my love, and, also, a less costly 
present for E. & Sigismund. 

Poor dear fellows—it is a sad thing for children to be so far separated 
from their Parents. Edward seems bent upon entering the Army, & I 
have therefore approved of his going to Sandhurst. I do not know what 
funds are necessary for equip[p]ing him, but I shall feel infinitely obliged 
if you manage this for me— Mr. Walton understands the thing—all 
he will require will be the funds. 

I enclose a letter for Messrs. Coutts which may be necessary to 
enable you to get what funds you require from time to time. 

Suppose all should go on well, and H. M. Govt. accede to the Extensive, 
&, I may add, Expensive Suggestions I have recommended for the defence 
& prosperity of this Province, I think we shall do so, perhaps Mrs. H. & 
yourself will take a run out in a Steamer in the Spring of the Year—in 
one month you may be with us— Nothing is more easy,—& surely now 
this is the most interesting part of the world & an investigation into the 
Mercantile & pecuniary transactions both in the Canadas & in the 
States would not only interest you highly but would be a valuable public 
development. I wish you would think of it seriously. We can accomo- 
date you comfortably & the expense would not be greater than a trip 
to France. 

I think I know exactly your feelings. You cannot any longer bear 
to be worried about business, and, yet, you cannot be idle. I am per- 
suaded you will always require as a prescription suited to your tempera- 
ment a certain degree of energy of mind to be called into action. Now 
what I propose will just meet yr. case & as I think Mrs. H’s also. 
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I perceive Sir A. L. Hay has not gone to Bermuda; His son a fine 
young man is in this Garrison with his Regt. the 93rd. he dined with me 
a few days ago & I was much pleased with him. 

Thank you for reminding me of Mr. Willis[.] I will write a few lines 
to him by this opportunity[.] 

[Enclosure is possibly item 616.] 


ALEX[ANDE]R MAcCDONELL To ArtHuUR: A.L.S. 2p. 


Kingston. 

I have the honor to send herewith the Address to the Irish Catholics 
of Upper Canada to which I alluded in a former letter to your Excel- 
lency.— The object I had in view was to make them pleased with 
themselves, & to encourege [sic] them to a continuance of their Loyal 
and faithful conduct, & to assure them that by so doing they might 
confidently rely on the favour & protection of both the Provincial & the 
Home Gover[n]ments.— I hope your Excellency will be pleased to 
grant permission to the Scots Mechanics of Kingston to be embodied into 
acompany. They will be no expence to Govert. as they require no pay 
from Govert. they already procured their tartan Cloathing & are anx- 
iously waiting your Excellencys orders. I know their character & I do 
not hesitate to assure your Excellency that their example would have the 
best effect on the conduct of others who have not the same spirit as 
they have. 

Praying that the wise & energetic Administration of your Excellency 
may secure the peace and prosperity of Upper Canada for a long series 
of years|.] 

Alexr Macdonell Regiops Eps. 

[Endorsed in Arthur’s handwriting: ‘Private Secy—Send a very 
civil answer GA”’.] 

[Enclosed with the letter is a copy of The Patriot for June 17, 1836, 
containing The address of Bishop Macdonell to the Catholic and Protes- 
tant Freeholders of the Counties of Stormont and Glengarry.] 


J. B. Ropinson To ArtHuR: A.L.S. (ip. 


London. 

I came to town last night in consequence of a letter I received from 
the Solicitors of the London Agents of the Bank of Canada— They 
have been prosecuting a man for having in his possession a plate engraved 
for the purpose of striking off ten dollar bills of the U C. Bank & they 
imagined I might be able to supply some necessary proof upon the trial— 
The prisoner, (Hannon) was tried & convicted to day, subject to a legal 
question which the Judges reserved for further consideration— Being 
in town I called on Ld. Glenelg & had some conversation on Canadian 
affairs—but nothing very particular or satisfactory, as His Lordship was 
on the point of leaving town— He apprised me that the U C. prisoners 
brought home in the Ross—on their way to V D. Land were still at 
Liverpool & that a writ of Habeas Corpus has been sued out by Roebuck 
& Hume, & at the instance also of Ld. Brougham who seems to be the 
very genius of mischief[.] 

The ground they lay is that the prisoners have not been tried—but 
that objection is rather absurd the fact being that their trial was rendered 
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unnecessary by their confession of guilt—after they had been charged by 
indictment with specific acts of high treason— But the Crown officers 
say that a question will arise, (though Roebuck has not hit upon it 
precisely) upon the peculiar situation in which these prisoners stand— 
namely not having been adjudged to be transported[.] 

Your Excellency will remember my having some conversation on 
this point, with you, and suggesting it as a matter to be considered 
whether they were likely in England or in Van Diemens land to make any 
difficulty on this head— You thought not, & it was noticed by us as a 
fortunate circumstance that the prisoners could not be sent away until 
time enough had elapsed to have that point ascertained— Your letters 
put the Secretary of State fully in possession of the facts of the prisoners’ 
cases—the act that had been passed—& the use intended to be made of 
it— and on the arrival of these papers—the Crown officers were referred 
to & their opinion asked 1st—as to whether the Act involved any im- 
proper compromise of the Queen’s Prerogative— & 2dly. Whether there 
would be any legal difficulty in carrying it’s [sic] provisions into effect, 
as regarded transporation— They answered in the negative on both 
points—& the Colonial Governmt were in consequence not advised that 
any difficulty was to be apprehended— Mr. Stephen fully understands 
all the bearings of the Case, & has seen the Crown Officers & Mr. Maule 
the Solicitor who is to oppose the discharge of the prisrs. & also Mr. 
Phillips (himself an eminent lawyer) the Under Secy. of State for the 
Home Department, whose duty it will be to attend to the Case— They 
all declare it to be their opinion that the prisoners having confessed their 
guilt & being pardoned on this condition, upon their own petition, can 
be legally transported & that their discharge is out of the question— It 
was hinted to me however that such is the bias to the popular side on 
these points that their discharge is by no means impossible, though it is 
hoped not probable— I am happy to find that they consider the 
instruments sent with the prisoners as formal & complete as possible[.] 
Every thing they say has been sent that could have been.— I told 
Ld Glenelg I meant to return tomorrow, unless he desired that I should 
remain— after seeing Mr. Stephen, it was agreed that there was no reason 
for my detention—but since I came from the office I have thought that 
I shd. be better satisfied if I remained over tomorrow, in order that if 
the Secy. of State or Crown Officers should have any inquiry to make, 
they might have the opportunity— I have therefore sent word that I 
shall remain in town tomorrow—(though it appeared to me today that 
they are in perfect possession of the Case—) The applicants affect to 
look upon these prisoners as standing on the same footing with those 
sent to Bermuda from L Canada—but that is absurd— those prisoners 
had never been indicted & had confessed no specific charge—& could not 
be treated as legally attainted— 

After I wrote to Your Excellcy, on my last visit to town, I called on 
Ld. Durham & had a good deal of conversation with him— He was not 
looking well & I think was a good deal perplexed by the aspect of things 
around him— I gathered clearly from his conversation that he had not 
then determined upon the main features even of the measure he intended 
to propose— In truth it is obvious he has a double game to play— 
His Lordship wishes to retain his hold of the Radicals here—the Ballot 
& short Parliament men-—& at the same time if possible (which I appre- 
hend it is not) to come up to the expectations he has raised in the minds 
of the British population of the Canadas— Before leaving Lower 
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Canada—and after landing here, Ld. Durham said in several of his 
public answers to addresses that he shd. be prepared when he laid His 
Commissions at Her Majesty’s feet to submit a plan for securing perma- 
nently the tranquillity of Canada &c— Now it seems he has been 
called on for his report; and it turns out that he has his plan still to form— 
My labor & advice should be at his service, little as I like his Lordship’s 
politics or his associates, if he thought proper to desire it—only I would 
most certainly not bea fellow worker with any of the worthies who shone 
upon us last summer as the Satellites of ‘‘Durham—’’ His Lordship 
spoke of the assistance he hoped to receive from me by & bye—as soon 
as he had settled upon the heads of his plan &c—but I felt little doubt, 
while he said this, that his plan would come out at last in that shape 
that he would hardly think it worth his while to turn to me for assistance 
init— I expect to hear nothing more from him—& though I came under 
a promise to let Ld. Durham know when I was in town, I do not intend 
doing so, on this occasion of my casually coming here for a day—& I 
believe I shall at all events wait till I hear from him, for I confess I am 
out of all patience with some of His Lordships replies to the gangs of 
radicals who are insulting him by their praises— 

Before I left Cheltenham I had a plan sent to me by a friend of 
of Mr Ellice for the future government of Canada— It was drawn up 
by Ellice who wished to have my opinion on it & named a time when he 
would like to meet mein London to discuss it— I replied that I thought 
the scheme in many respects objectionable—that I was quite sure I could 
not convince Mr. Ellice, & at least as certain that he could not convert 
me to his views of Colonial Government & that it wd. be giving him 
trouble to no purpose to make any appointment on the subject— I 
know it would be nonsense— Mr. Ellice I dare say fancies he could 
humbug me— I know he would fail in his object & have therefore no 
wish to trouble him or myself in vain— I mentioned however that I 
shd. be in town today & shd be happy to see him, if he desired it— I 
dare say I shall not see him— Of course Your Excellency will say 
nothing of this—as Mr. Ellice may not wish it to be known that he is one 
of the Projectors— 

My own opinion is up to this time unchanged— _ I think the course 
should be taken which I stated in a note to Your Excellency last Summer, 
& I have not withheld my opinion whenever it has been asked— I 
repeated it to Lord Glenelg today—& have stated the same to Ld. 
Durham—& to Mr. Gillespie on behalf of the Merchants connected with 
Canada— _ Ld. Glenelg talked over the matter today as if he had not 
yet made up his mind to any course & I apprehend that the Government 
will not apply themselves in earnest to the subject till Parliament 
meets— He told me he should have occasion to trouble me a great 
deal by & bye— How far he may mean to consult me, I know not—but 
I have no reason to doubt that I shall have ample opportunity of sug- 
gesting, discussing, objecting & proposing— & you may be assured that 
so far as my Judgment can be trusted, I shall neglect no opportunity 
& forbear no exertion in the hope of leading to a happy result—_I find 
the Colonial Department apparently friendly—and if they continue to 
be so, my best services are at their disposal, for I consider that the most 
desirable thing for the Colonies is that a firm & wise measure should 
proceed from the Government— __ If they will not act wisely & firmly, then 
we must hope for better things in other quarters— 

I have only just returned from a ten days’ visit to Sir Francis Head— 
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You will see by the papers that he is coming out again— His article on 
Rail Roads in the Quarterly is a clever and amusing one— His corre- 


spondence with Lord Melbourne (which I was glad took place before I 
met[?] him,[)] is likely I think to lead to a publication of his corre- 
spondence before & upon resigning his Government— It contains some 
good passages with many that are objectionable, but he is resolved the 
public shall know what principles of Government he recommended— 
Of course the correspondence will not be made public unless the House 
of Commons or the Peers move for it—& he declares he will take no step 
towards this—but no doubt some one will move for it— 

While I was at Sir Francis’ I was within ten miles of Tamworth & 
Sir Robt. Peel hearing that I was there invited Sir F & me to pay hima 
visit— Wedined & spent a night there on this occasion & as Sir Robert 
was alone I had a most satisfactory discussion with him till 12 Oclock at 
night upon Canadian affairs— He asked me to pay him another visit 
the following week & upon that occasion I spent two nights at Drayton 
Manor— The Duke of Wellington was to have been there, but he is 
troubled with rheumatism in his head, & was recommended not to leave 
home— I had however, the pleasure of meeting Lord Stanley—Lord 
Sandon, Sir H. Hardinge—Lord Hill—the Duke of Rutland & several 
others—& we had much discussion upon Canada—which is really a 
subject that interests all people much at this moment— Nothing 
could be kinder & more delicate than Sir Robt. Peel’s conduct towards 
me— He no doubt could justly appreciate the situation in which I 
stood—with reference to the Govt.—Ld. Durham &c.— I will only 
say that all that passed was satisfactory to me & I was much pleased to 
be so agreeably introduced to persons who have so great an influence over 
public measures— I gave Sir R. Peel—the Report of the Ex Council 
which Mr Macaulay sent me. It is drawn up I think with much ability 
& judgment—& I was glad of the opportunity of placing it in such hands— 

I return to Cheltenham—to remain there quietly till after the 
Parliament meets, when I may perhaps find it necessary to be more in 
town— My health is not so good as I hoped it would have been, after 
so long a period of recreation— But I hope the good advice of which 
I am availing myself may do something for me— 

I am looking anxiously for U C. accounts, for I can not persuade 
myself but that something has before this time been attempted in the 
West— 

I should like to write to Your Excellency on several other points but 
I must for the present forbear— 


GLENELG TO ARTHUR: L. 5p 


Downing Street, [London.| [Marked ‘‘No. 193, Copy,’’] 

I have had the honour to receive Your Despatches of the 24th: and 
27th: Novr. Nos. 92, 93, and 94, reporting the final defeat and Capture 
of the Brigands who attacked Prescott—the expectation entertained of 
another descent on Upper Canada at either extremity of Lake Erie or 
in the neighbourhood of Belleville on Lake Ontario—and the measures 
adopted by you under these circumstances for the protection of the 
Province. 

‘I had previously received from Sir John Colborne, and laid before 
the Queen the intelligence of the result of the affair at Prescott, and Her 
Majesty had commanded me to desire Sir J. Colborne to express to the 
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Regular Troops and to the Militia and Volunteers engaged on that 
occasion, Her sense of their gallantry and promptitude in the defeat 
of this attempt at an invasion of Upper Canada. I have now com- 
municated to the General commanding in chief your testimony to the 
valuable services of Colonel Dundas, Major Young, and Major Car- 
michael, and to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty your report 
in favor of Captain Sandom, together with a Copy of that Officers 
despatch relative to the Affair between the ‘‘Experiment” and the 
“United States,’’ Steamers. I have also communicated to Viscount 
Palmers[t]on so much of your Despatch of the 24th. November as seemed 
to require that representations should be addressed to the United States 
Government.— 

Her Majesty’s Government entirely approve the measure which, 
under the apprehension of immediate attack, you took for the safety of 
Upper Canada, and they are happy to perceive that through the energy 
and promptitude displayed by yourself and the Officers serving under you 
the lawless Bands who had collected within the American Frontier were 
deterred from carrying into effect their hostile designs against the 
Province, notwithstanding the backwardness to which you advert as 
having been in several instances evinced by Inhabitants of Upper Canada 
to enter on active service in the Militia or as Volunteers, it is highly 
gratifying to observe that on the only occasion on which an urgent 
demand for their services existed, they came forward with the greatest 
zeal and alacrity, and that in no instance do the designs of the Brigands 
from the United States appear to have met with encouragement or 
cooperation from any portion of Her Majesty’s Subjects in the Upper 
Province.— Her Majesty deeply regrets that they should be harassed 
by the expectation of constant attacks from the frontier, but I trust that 
with the large regular force which Sir J. Colborne informs me is now 
stationed in. Upper Canada, the fullest confidence will be felt by the 
Inhabitants in the existing means for their defence and security. 

[Endorsed in pencil: ‘‘To be transmitted to Col: Dundas.’ 


[Lorp] Fitzroy [J. H.] Somerset To ArtuHur: A.L.S. 2p. 


Horse Guards, [London.]| 

I cannot say how much I feel obliged to you for your long and inter- 
esting letter of the 24. Novr. 

You seem to attach so much importance to the proper Equipment 
of the Volunteers particularly of the Cavalry, as well as to the supply of 
Blankets etc, that I would suggest to you to make a representation to 
the Secretary of State on the subject. Nothing could be sent out this 
winter, and therefore as no time would be lost by the delay, I consider it 
much better that the requisition of what you want should be made direct 
to Lord Glenelg by you— 


ARTHUR TO CouTTs & Co. LB.6, p.53. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I beg to advise that I drew-on you on the 2nd. instant in favor of 
Mrs. Bayly for the sum of One Hundred Pounds. 

When I wrote to you on the 31st. October I intended, but did not 
execute the intention, to explain to you that I had requested my friend 
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Mr. Hamilton to settle some accounts for the tuition of my sons, & should 
wish him to be provided with whatever sums he might require for that 
purpose[.] 


ARTHUR TO HENRY Dunpas: LB.2, p.26-29. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

Three times I have made all my arrangements to go to Amherstburg, 
& as often have I been compelled to abandon the intention—but now, I 
trust, nothing will prevent my going Tomorrow morning.— 

Before my departure I am anxious to notice two or three matters 
to.you—— 

In the first place with regard to the Cavalry.— 

The Adjutant General of Militia proposed to me that, in order to 
avoid jealousy, a subalterns party from the 1st. and 2nd. Frontenac 
should be called out & consequently I acceded. On your suggesting an 
additional Cavalry force I required information whether there was any 
Troop that had already been called out that could be made available; 
and on looking into the matter it appeared to me that part of the Cavalry 
that was first embodied for the defence of Toronto might be spared, & 
sent to Whitby & that the whole of the Whitby Troop might then be 
disposable. ; 

Of course it is necessary to be as saving as I can, in justice to the 
Public Service, in the equipment of Cavalry wh. is very expensive— 
therefore, as I consider a less force wd. do at Toronto and at Whitby 
the good of the service will be consulted by sending you the Whitby 
Troop rather than calling out more men.— 

The Captain of the first Frontenac is I understand rather hurt that 
the whole of his Troop has not been called out, as it certainly would have 
been had not the Whitby Troop been disposable & I shall be much 
obliged to you to explain the matter wh. I am sure will remove every 
unpleasant impression from his mind. 

Two or three Troops in this part of the Country, wh. I only authorized 
to be called out pro tempore, as Sedentary Militia, for a few days, were, 
by a sad mistake of the Adjutant General of Militia, put in orders for 
six months, & of course became entitled to Clothing &c. &c. and I have 
in consequence been embarrassed beyond measure ever since—for I was 
not made aware of the Adjt. General’s error until it was too late to rectify 
iiss 

I heard from Sir John Colborne yesterday & putting his information 
& my own together there can be little doubt we shall have more trouble 
ere long. 

Having the Sheriffs Regiment in the Fortress you will have a good 
disposable force for any emergency & I approve of your encreasing it if 
you deem it necessary. I would have dispensed with the service of the 
Prince Edward’s People but that it is possible you may wish them to 
move to Kingston in the event of any thing happening on the St. Law- 
rence. 

Colonel Hill’s Corps appears a failure. He is, I am told, a good 
officer, but not over popular. Of course if he cannot make up a sufficient 
force I must consider what shall be done about his Corps. 

~There was an application from Colonel Marshall dated 21st. December 
enclosing a letter from Capt. Wm. J. Mc.Donald offering to raise a 
Volunteer Company— He states that there are about 40 armed & that 
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the Company might be increased to 70 men. He begs that they may 
be drilled & receive pay one day in the week & have each a Great Coat— 
Of this, I approve, but wd. rather they were drilled and paid two days 
in the week and it would be of great importance to give them the benefit 
of a good drill Sergeant who might,—if a steady deserving man,—receive 
a liberal gratuity for his trouble.— 

Captain Anderson also professed to raise a Company & to drill twice 
a week without pay—but Colonel Marshall recommends that they should 
have a great Coat. It will be better, I think, to pay them for the two 
days drill & to let them have a Great Coat also— Only do be so good 
as to give such directions as may ensure the Drill being well attended 
to— if we can only form Officers and Non-Commissioned Officers we 
shall always have an advantage over the undisciplined American Sympa- 
thizers but we must be better disciplined— The affair at Sandwich was 
most miserably managed— Every man who crossed ought to have been 
taken Prisoner. 

When I brought up the Demi battery Sir John Colborne had informed 
me that he was sending another immediately to Kingston. Otherwise 
I would not have removed it; & if you are anxious about it, I would rather 
send it back than that you should be in want of this arm. 

There is a small detachment of the 73rd. Regiment left at Brockville— 
& I send down Captain Boucher of the 93rd. to assist Colonel Young at 
Prescott both as Fort Adjt. and in drilling the Militia. 

I found Colonel Cubit might not be well enough to take the field and 
therefore I sent back Major Mc.Bean to you.— 

I shall be glad if you will address a few lines to me at London in- 
forming me how all is going on & whether you have any news from the 
opposite side. 


ARTHUR TO His EXCELLENCY CapTAIN [HENRY] PrEscoTT: LB.3, p.6-7. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I really have not language to convey to you the regret I feel—deep, 
sincere, earnest regret at my delay in answering the enquiry conveyed in 
your letter to me of the 3rd. May last. 

All that can be said of unceasing employment and continued anxiety 
I might urge for I have literally been in my office eighteen hours a day 
for weeks together & have been in constant expectation of Insurrections 
and Invasions— but, still, I cannot satisfy my own Conscience & can 
only sincerely assure you that I do most heartily beg your pardon and 
entreat your forgiveness.— 

I am the more concerned because the answer I can convey will 
probably be in accordance with yr. views & wishes. But I cannot by 
the most heartfelt regret repair the inconvenience and annoyance which 
I may have occasioned you— and, yet, I can offer nothing but regret !— 

Persons as capable of judging as I am, do not consider the worst of 
our troubles are over this Winter— but, I must say the Brigands who 
have made several attacks upon this Province have so utterly failed that 
I cannot imagine that Men who have on their shoulders Heads which 
they regard can be induced to prosecute such an unsuccessful warfare— 
Nearly a hundred of them have been shot—fifteen have been Hung and 
about One Hundred and Fifty are under Sentence of Transportation! 

We have 2 of yr. late Chief Justices here—Mr. Tucker & Mr. 
Boulton—the former I like very much & have lately given him a good 
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appointmt.—Provincial Secy.—the latter I have not the pleasure of 
knowing much of... 

[Sends remembrances; suggests the Prescotts should “take Toronto 
in your way’ when going home.] It is impossible to think of returning 
to England without seeing the Falls of Niagara. 

Once more entreating your forgiveness|.] 


ARTHUR TO ARTHUR WILLIS: LB.3, p.8-9. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

If any Person cd. find an excuse for procrastinating a private Letter, 
I think, I may venture to plead excessive occupation. 

When Lady Arthur arrived from England I found that my friend 
Mr. Hamilton had drawn Bills on my account for nearly £3000 and 
that you most kindly endorsed them.— 

Allow me to assure you that I feel very much obliged for this act of 
kindness and that I very highly appreciate it. 

I trust yr. accounts from V.D. Land are more satisfactory than 
when I last had the pleasure of seeing you— if affairs are judiciously 
conducted that Colony must prove a most Valuable Dependency. 

But, what can be the reason that our Mercantile interests are so 
utterly neglected in these most important and interesting Provinces. 
All the Funds and Means necessary for any kind of Speculation in the 
United States are readily furnished|.] Every aid is given to the Amer- 
icans to rival us in our manufactures &c. whilst the Canadas are in every 
way at a stand for the want of assistance.— 

If there were large stores of Woolen goods on our Western frontier 
at Amherstburg & Sandwich we might supply the whole of the Western 
& North Western States in place of such goods being brought from 
New York and the most distant parts of the United States 

The public Journals will afford you every information of what is 
passing in the Canadas— It may still be possible I hope to avert a 
War between Great Britain & the United States but it will be difficult to 
do so if the atrocities wh. have been committed upon us by the Wicked 
Population on the Frontier are not immediately put down by the Govt. 
of the United States— But, of all Govts. that seems the most feeble 
& it is not difficult to predict, that, at an early period there must in- 
evitably be a great convulsion in the Country. 


EB UlePSAveERs To 1) W. Luarp: A.US. 


Goderich. 

In consequence of receiving notice of the intention of discharging 
the incorporated Compy. on the 15th. Inst. I beg to represent to you 
that when we entered into engagements to serve in the above Compy. 
for the space of six Months—it was the intention of faithfully and 
honerably [sic] fulfilling my duty. And I cannot but consider it to bea 
grievance that I am to be discharged before the period for which I 
engaged[.] I therefore beg to submit for your consideration my case 
and to express to you my wishes to be continued in the service untill 
the expiration of the time for which I engaged myself (the situation in 
which I am placed is as foliow’s [sic]) about two months ago I had the 
misfortune to lose my father[.] I therefore immediately sold off all the 
property I could and left the farms—with the intention of joining the 
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above Compy. and provided I am discharged I shall be obliged to hire 
my board untill called upon to join the Compy. again, 

[Misdated 1838.] 

[The above was probably an enclosure in item 623.] 


PETER SOMERVILLE TO THE OFFICER COMMANDING THE INCORPORATED 
COMPANY OF THE First Huron Miuitia GopEricH [T. W. Luarp ?]: 
Ss 2p: 


Goderich. 

Having heard the Company Order read on Parade yesterday by 
Lieut. Young Stating that the Company was to return to their Homes 
on furlough. And to be held in readiness at a Moments warning & to 
report to the Commanding Officer betwixt the 1st & third of each 
Month— 

I beg to request you will take into your serious consideration that I 
was in the Canada Companys works as a Carpenter & Joiner in Constant 
employ at 6/3 per day at the time I volunteered My Service for the 
defence of My Country, thereby Making a great Sacrifice, at the time I 
volunteered My Services for Six Months in Her Majestys Service[.] 

The Notice for calling us together held forth that we would be 
intitled to the Same pay as Troops of the Line with a free ration— 

It therefore seems strange that [we] should be sent to our Homes 
holding ourselves in readiness Subject to be again Called upon at any 
time when required & receiving no Emolument for the Same— 

As I consider my case a very Hard one in giving up My employment 
and not likely to obtain work from the Canada Company before the 
Month of May next, as My place is already filled up by another Since My 
Volunteering— 

I am now thrown upon My own resources for the time Specified in 
the Order without any prospect of employment in this Place— I 
request you will Lay this Memorial before the Commander in Chief— 

[The above was probably an enclosure in item 623.] 


JAMES SPRATT TO THE COMMANDING OFFICER OF THE VOLLINTEERS [sic] 
GopeERIcH [T. W. Luarp ?]: 


Goderich. 

Finding that the Vollinteers now on Duty in Goderich are ordered 
to retire to their Homes But still, be held liable to Service at any moment 
when Called upon for Six Months without pay or Rations as was prom- 
iseed before vollinteering them for that period— I as one of her 
Majestyes Subjects from my internal feelings towards the government 
and Safety of the Country—Vollintered and Disapointed myself ove[r] 
a contract that I mite have made 6/3 per Day of it— But it is my 
imprission that theer must be some miss understandg about it for 
goverment surely would not break her contract with her Loyal Subjects. 
if So—She Could never expect the Same loyalty or intagraty from them 
a gain for many Says if that will be So that their hearts glows with 
loyalty—when the Six months are up that the[y] never will again 
vollinteer at event[.] 

Sir Please excuse those Remarks which I Humly make knowing 
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that from the manner in which every man has been treated under your 
Command that you will Consider the Case and leave it before the Govr. .. 
James Spratt 
Sergt. Goderich Vollinteers[.] 
[The above was probably an enclosure in item 623.] 


GEORGE FRASER TO T. W. Luarp: L.S. 10p. 


Head Quarters, Goderich. 

I have the honour to report to to [sc] you that after Lieut. John 
Young had read the Order to the Men on the day, you left for Home 
there was a great deal of dissatisfaction expressed by the Men particu- 
larly by the Volunteers. 

I had them afterwards marched up to your House and fitted with 
their Clothing which put a stop to any thing further of the kind that 
evening; but yesterday morning I found that they had come to the 
determination of sending a joint petition to you signed by every one of 
the Volunteers requesting not to be sent to their Homes but to be kept 
on their pay for the six Months.— 

Some of them murmured about their drill being now stop[pled, and 
when called upon for actual service they would be like a flock of Sheep 
instead of being made efficient while there is time and opportunity.— 

On consultation with Lieut. Young and Lieut. Coll. Taylor who 
happened to come in while we were advising what to do we came to the 
decision of taking whatever complaints the Men might have to make 
in the proper Military manner viz: for each Man to come before me 
accompanied by a noncommissioned Officer and make his complaint[.] 
I therefore told Sergt. Spratt at present acting Compy. Sergt. to inform 
the Men that as I understood there was some dissatisfaction and com- 
plaints with the Men if they took the proper steps before mentioned I 
was willing to hear them and send to you for your consideration but as 
it would be construed into mutiny their all signing a petition of such a 
nature I could not receive it.— 

I have therefore sent enclosed their statements in nearly their own 
words.— There are twenty six Volunteers, four Substitutes for drafted 
Men, and seven drafted Men whose complaints I have heard, and three 
Volunteers who have given in their own Letters, making in all thirty-nine 
who came forward and stated their grievances but I believe the whole 
are so with the exception of about eighteen or nineteen who have 
families.— 

There are about seven of the Lads who were drafted would like to 
take the Bounty as Volunteers and all the Substitutes wish to be put 
on the same footing as regards Clothing and service with them.— 

As Mr. Young and I consider it advisable that you should see the 
Men yourself I hope you can make it convenient so to do, if not, I abide 
your furthur [szc] instructions— 

It is the wish of the Men that their statement should be laid before 
the authorities as they consider that their [szc] must have been some 
mistake or misunderstanding— 

I am happy to state that the complaints seem to be in no way against 
their Officers, their Loyalty appears without bounds, they are in good 
spitits and look remarkably well in their Clothing with which they are 
well satisfied[.] 

I enclose two Letters received this morning per post... 
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Since the above has been written[?] I am informed that Rattenbury 
who came in late last night brings a report from London of two engage- 
ments with the rebels having taken place in the lower province. 

I also enclose a Letter from Edwd. Lusk— Lieut. John Young and 
myself are willing to pay our share of the expense of sending a dispatch 
with the complaints of those Men provided it meets your approbation 
if it should not be allowed by Government[.] 


[Enclosure:] 


[ 624 | 1839 
Jan. 11 
[GEORGE] FRASER: M. 
[Goderich.| 

Complaints of Volunteers now on duty in Goderich made 
before Lieut. Fraser this 11th. day of Jany. 1839— 

First— Robt. Elliott complains of it as a grievance to be 
held in readiness to turn out, and bound to serve as a volunteer 
for six months though the pay and rations is [sic] to be with- 
held from him after the 15th. of Jany. contrary to what was 
promised him on his volunteering— 

2nd. William Hanford, complains, that he was in employ- 
ment, hired as a farm servant, could have had a good place 
during the winter, but hearing that Volunteers were wanting 
he came into Goderich and tendered his services to his Queen.— 
Consideres [szc] that the Government have never broken any 
of their engagements yet, and therefore that he should be 
entitled to his pay and allowances for the six months, as he is 
willing to serve for the full period and not be now cast off 
without employment.— : 

3rd. Peter Cole, complains as above.— 

4th. James Barker, complains that he was in the em- 
ployment of the Revd. T. Cambell at £3..-.- pr. Month 
when he volunteered|[;] he is willing to do his duty and there- 
fore should hope to be kept in pay for the period for which he 
was enlisted and not now thrown out of work... 

[Statements are also made by Mathew Bates; Thomas Hall; 
Patrick Lavan; Sergeant James Glenney, ‘‘that he has sold 
his effects and Cattle, that he has given up his House, and 
does not now know what arrangements to make, the treatment 
of sending them away subject to be called... upon at any time 
and recieve (sc) no pay for the period for which they have 
volunteered, and are willing to serve to a Man, is sufficient to 
destroy the loyalty of this part of the Country”; Lawrence 
Tierney; James Davies, ‘‘that he has sold every article be- 
longing to him after volunteering and that he now has no 
home to go to nor any likelihood of employment untill the 
Spring work commences; he therefore hopes to be continued 
on service for the six Months for which he enlisted’; Joseph 
Holmes; Corporal Joseph Williamson “‘looks upon there being 
a regular agreement by the Executive in this Country with 
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the Volunteers for six Months with pay and rations; that any 
arrangement now made contrary to the terms held forth 
must be a mistake; he is confident the Justice and Honour of 
the British Government is such that he cannot believe but he 
shall recieve his pay and rations for the six Months’’; Joseph 
Griffin; John Dennis; William Hanley ‘has been hired out 
and is if now obliged to go home in the dead of winter when 
not likely to get employment, he may therefore (being a young 
lad) ... become a burthen to a Stepmother with a large family 
untill the spring work commences. He expresses his willing- 
ness to serve in any part of the two Provinces’’; George Cox; 
John Cox; John Donelly; Johnson Graham; James Collins 
“thas moved his family from his farm into town at expence... 
he has also paid a Man to feed his Cattle’; Solomon Tolles 
“wishes to be allowed to serve out his time or recieve his 
discharge altogether, for if he goes to his trade as a Cooper 
there being no timber fit for his employment here he must 
leave the place and cannot be in readiness when called upon’’; 
John Bedford ‘‘complains that he was living on Mr. Parsons’ 
Farm and that in consequence of his volunteering he gave up 
his situation there and sold what he had provided to maintain 
him through the Winter’’; George F. Palmer; Thomas Scuda- 
more; Andw. McKee ‘‘complains that he came forward and 
accepted the eight Dollars as a Volunteer in preference to 
taking twenty-four Dollars which was offered to him to go as 
a Substitute’; John Colwell ‘“‘complains that he has taken 
the eight Dollars as a Volunteer altho offered a much larger 
sum as a Substitute that he has a family of seven Children, 
and on volunteering made arrangements for them ata sacrifice; 
his being now sent to his home without his pay and rations 
will be a great injury to him.”’] 


Complaints of Drafted Men made before Lieut. Fraser 
this 11th. day of Jan. 1839[.] 

First. Thos. Ketton... From the way in which the 
furlough is given it is impossible for any Man to lay his mind 
to any employment whatsoever so long as he is held liable to 
be immediately called upon... Samuel Simpson... Willm. 
Green... John Sturdy... John White... Edwd. Duggan... 
James Mc.Gregor states the same[.] 


Complaints of Substitutes for Drafted Men made before 
Lieut. Fraser this 11th. day of Jany. 1839— 

First, Robt. Darlington, states that he consideres it a great 
grievance to be sent home on furlough recieving no pay during 
the period altho held liable to active service at any moment 
when called upon during the six Months for which he has been 
sworn and is willing to serve her Majesty. He also consideres 
himself entitled to and aggrieved in not recieving Clothing 
the same as a Volunteer being attested for and equally willing 
to serve the same period as they are... Robt. Anderson... 
George Burrows... David Teal, complains the same[.] 

[Items 620, 621, and 622 were probably enclosures along 
with the above.] 
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[ 625 ] [Str] D[uNcan] McDoucGaLt! To ArTHuR: A.L.S. 3p. 


Jan. 14 U[nited| S[ervices] Club, London. 
[Commends the bearer Mr. Smith formerly garrison librarian at 
Quebec when McDougall commanded the 79th Highlanders there.] He 
appears to have acted in a manner the most disinterestedly Loyal during 
the Insurrection of 1837 in Upper Canada,—and to have suffered most 
severely from it. 


[ 626 ] [T. W. Luarp] To C[HARLES] CHICHESTER: L. 2p. 
Jan. 14 London, {U.C.] 


I have the Honor to report my arrival in this place under rather 
extraordinary circumstances which I lose no time in communicating 
to you.— 

I had hoped—on receiving your Orders on the 8th. Inst.—to send 
my Men away on Furlough—to have obeyed them first—and then,— 
according to the usages of the Service—have offered some remarks upon 
the Hardship accruing to myself—my Officers, and Men—by being re- 
turned to our Homes at the expiration of one Month instead of Six—the 
period for which all our arrangements had been made,—in consequence 
to the General Order of 7th. Decr. last.— 

On my reaching my Head Quarters—I lost no time in promulgating 
the orders I had received,—and then being well aware—of the feeling 
likely to result from the proposed arrangement—I immediately went to 
my Home—intending to stay a day or so—in order that the popular 
Fury which I anticipated might have abated—previously to the 15th. 
the day on which by your Commands I had ordered the Men to return 
to their Homes.— 

The Evening before last I received a Dispatch—containing in 
perfectly respectful and Soldier-like Language—the Remonstrates [sic] 
of all the Volunteers and most of the Drafted men under my Command.— 

Urging the impossibility of complying with the Terms of the Orders,— 
that they one and all—had made arrangements for 6 Months Service— 
by leaving their Employments—moving their Families—and letting 
their Farms—and that they were satisfied there must be some ‘‘ Mistake’, 
as the Government would never ‘break Faith’’ with them under the 
circumstances, and expressing their readiness to follow me to any part 
of either of the Two Provinces—soliciting me to bring the case immedi- 
ately under your Notice— 

I lost no time in repairing to H. 0.—which place I left yesterday at 
2 P.M. arriving here at 7 this Evening. — 

I immediately communicated my Position to ‘‘Mr. Rayner’’—who 
advised me to report to you—and remain here to see ‘“‘His Ex.”’ who is 
expected tomorrow. My Intention was to have started at day-light for 
Chatham—, and Mr. Rayner conceiving my Cause to be urgent—would 
have given me Transport on my own Requisition.— 

There is nothing stated in the Remonstrances but what I can verify 
on Oath,—as the same statements were made to me at the time the 
Parties Volunteered their Services.— 

_ . 7 The signature may be McDougall or M’Dougall. There is no uniformity of spelling to 
influence a decision. Three histories of the 79th Regiment give McDougall, Macdougal, 
M’Dougall; Burke, Annual Register, and D.N.B., have MacDougall; ‘‘Army List’ for 1834 


Gere when he was in command of the 79th, have Macdougall (in text) and MacDougall 
in index). 
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About 26 of the Drafted Men have offered to Volunteer—should I 
receive order to complete the Contingent by these means,—and I have 
no doubt—I could assemble—150 Men at a very short notice— 

It is my Duty, now that affairs have taken this turn, to assure you 
that to enforce the Orders of the 8th. Inst—would be more prejudicial 
to the well being of our whole Vicinity—than I can find words to express 
whereas at this moment the Public Mind is appeased by my having at 
my own Risk—presumed to cancel the Order I had given on the 10th. 
Inst. ‘Until the Pleasure of His Ex. shall be made known.’’— I trust 
you will consider the urgency of the case—and bear me out in having 
acted for the good of the Service—and for the tranquillity of the Neigh- 
bourhood. 

I am aware of the necessity of strict obedience to all orders from my 
Superiors—but with the Raw Material of our Backwoodsmen I trust 
some allowances will be made by yourself—for the manner in which I 
have performed the intricate Duty imposed upon me.— 

The written Documents in my Possession I shall submit to His Ex. 
and then forward them for your inspection.— 

Mr. Rayner informs me that more Militia are required on the Sand- 
wich Frontier— will you accept of the Services of my Command to be 
attached to Col. Prince?— neither myself [n]or Men wish to be kept in 
inactivity in “‘Goderich’”’ but desire to be placed as near the Ennemy [sic] 
as possible-— Individually and Collectively there is a very strong feeling 
in favor of Col: Prince,— my Men have already subscribed a Day’s Pay 
towards a Public Tribute of Respect for his conduct upon a recent 
occasion,— and when once we have your orders—we shall be as short a 
time in mustering under his Banner as the distance will admit of — 

I await your further Commands.— 


[The ‘‘written Documents” referred to above are probably items 
620-624. ] 


ARTHUR TO COLBORNE: LB.2, p. 32-35. 


London, |U.C.] 

I have just emerged from the Western Frontier, having visited 
St. Thomas—Gosfield, Amherstburg, Sandwich & Chatham.— 

To-morrow I proceed to Brantford and from thence to Niagara.— 

I was very anxious not only to make the half yearly inspection of 
the 34th. Regt. but, also to see the other Regts. & to examine the 
Quarters.— 

I was also anxious to see the Militia & personally to enquire into the 
sad differences that have existed at Sandwich since the Invasion—&, 
above all, I was anxious to confer with many persons in the London & 
Western Districts & to judge for myself, from information drawn from 
various Sources, the state of public feeling & what effect had been pro- 
duced by recent occurrences. I shall, of course, officially report upon 
all Military Matters & will only now say that I found all the Regular 
Troops in good order & better quartered than I expected altho’ there is 
still much to be done in that respect.— 

It gave me the greatest pleasure to see in the London Journals this 
morning your appointment notified as Lord Durham’s successor. 

“I beg to congratulate you upon it, & earnestly hope you may have 
Health & that Providence may direct you in such a course of Measures 
as may restore Peace to these distracted Provinces.— 
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I shall feel it a pleasure as well as a duty to strengthen yr hands in 
every way & to follow up whatever Line of Policy you may deem most 
advantageous.— 

You will hear of the death of poor Colonel Maitland with much 
concern. He died this Morng. at 4 past 2 O’Clock. 

I saw him a week ago as I passed to the Westward & then considered 
him to be in a very dangerous state and expressed an earnest wish that 
he wd. see the Revd. Mr. Cronyn.— 

Col. Maitland was a very amiable Person. quite beloved by the Regt. 
& exceedingly esteemed & regarded by the Inhabitants of the District.— 

No one can possibly pretend to decide what may happen upon the 
Western Frontier. From General Scott’s speech to the People last week 
at Detroit it wd. seem that he thinks the projects of the Hunter’s Lodges 
are still in progress. 

All classes of Americans are mixed up in this wicked speculation; and 
I believe one of the first measures to be adopted should be procuring 
from England large supplies of Clothing & Equipments of every kind for 
the Militia—so that we may never have occasion again to go to the 
American Market for any Article wHatever— So long as we do we shall 
have no peace. 

The Trials are nearly brought to a close before the General Militia 
Court Martial ‘‘Cunningham”’ ‘‘Down” [Doan ?] and several other very 
active parties have been convicted. 

The Sheriff of this Place Mr. Hamilton most improperly gave up the 
Body of a Man named ‘‘Bedford”’ after his execution. 

The corpse was removed to Norwich, & between two & three hundred 
Persons attended the Funeral—a pretty good proof of feeling in that 
part of the Country.— 

In yr. last Letter you mentioned the intention of sending up another 
Regt.—but, from the best information I can collect from the American 
side I do not think there is at present any thing to be apprehended beyond 
small parties of Brigands & for these we are well prepared every where. 

Our fate will now be entirely influenced, I conceive, by the state of 
Affairs in the Lower Province & the disaffected will not dare to stir again 
unless there be a brighter prospect of success than it [sic] at present 
presented.... 

[P.S.] Can any thing be more lamentable than the destruction of 
our church at Toronto. It is indeed a most distressing occurrence.— 

Col. Chichester has been the Senior Officer in the London & Western 
Districts since Col. Maitland’s illness, as he desired to be released from 
duty at the moment active operations were expected. 

I have told Col. Chichester that I do not wish him to interfere with 
Col. Airey in any of the ordinary details of the Frontier wh. I believe is 
what you would desire.— 


H[ucu] Brapy To H. [J.] FRENcH: L. 2p. 


Head Quarters 7th Military Dept. Detroit. [Marked ‘‘Copy’’.] 

I take the liberty of forwarding to you the accompanying Letter 
which reached me last evening through Judge McDonnell the Collector 
of this District, that you may adopt such Measures, as to you, may seem 
appropriate in this matter, 

I sincerely hope that on enquiry you will ascertain the report to have 
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been much exag[g]erated and that the whole affair can be satisfactorily 
explained. 

I feel a deeper solicitude on the subject, from the fact that there is 
at present, every appearance of a reaction taking place in the minds of 
our Citizens, all along this Frontier in favour of Peace and good Order, 

It is said there are still a few agitators at work in this City, but I 
apprehend no difficulty through their efforts, 


[Enclosure:] 
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Jan. 12 
GEORGE CLARK TO JOHN McDoNNELL: L. 2p. 
China, [U.S.A.] [Marked ‘‘Copy’’.] 

I hasten to inform you that the Inhabitants of this side, 
have been fired upon by a Company of Her Britan[nlic 
Majesty’s Troops the circumstances are as follows, about 
four oClock Yesterday afternoon a tremenduous [sic] hurrahing 
was heard on the Canadian Side, and we could distinctly hear 
them stump the People to come over, and what they could 
not shoot, they would hang.— they then came toa halt and 
shot a cannon Ball across, it passed just over the head of two 
Men—passed by the House of Mr. Kinyon and lodged in a 
Tree, they then loaded again and fired a second time and one 
Man was heard to say that he believed the Ball hit, they then 
passed on amidst the shouts and Yells of Men and Indians.— 
Sir we do not feel safe while such things are going on.— Ido 
think it necessary that the Government should station some 
Troops somewhere near this place, for we feel unsafe. 

[Superscriptions give Clark as inspector of customs at 
China, and McDonnell as collector of the district of Detroit.] 

[Items 628 and 629 are attached to item 635.] 


RICHARD AIREY TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 3p. 


Amherstburg. 

I have the Honor to transmit to Your Excellency the accompanying 
Copies of a correspondence with General Brady. Comg. U.S. Troops 
at Detroit relative to the Detachment of the 85th. Regt. having yesterday 
been fired upon by some persons from some Houses near Detroit.— 

I have the Honor to observe that I had hardly dispatched my Letter 
to General Brady upon this subject, when I received one from him, 
addressed to Colonel French at Sandwich, stating that two Cannon shots 
had been fired across the St. Clair River, into a place called China in the 
U. States. 


[Enclosures:] 
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Jan. 18 
H. [J.] FRENcH To CoLoNEL [RicHARD] AIREY: L. 2p. 


“3 Sandwich, U.C. 
I have the Honor to acquaint you that as the Detachment 
of the 85th. Regt. were marching through Windsor, under the 
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Command of Captain Brockman several shots were fired at 
them from houses in Detroit, two of which passed over the 
heads of the advance Guard, and were distinctly heard by the 
men. 

In consequence of this occurrence, I thought it advisable 
that General Brady should be made acquainted with the 
circumstance without delay, & I therefore addressed a Letter 
to him reporting the subject. 


1839 
Jan. 19 
R[1cHARD] AIREY TO GENL. [HuGH] Brapy: L. 3p. 
Amherstburg, U.C. [Marked ‘‘Copy’’.] 

I have the Honor to acquaint you that Colonel French 
Comg at Sandwich U C., has reported to me that as a Detach- 
ment of H. M. 85th Regt was marching yesterday through 
Windsor, several shots were fired at the soldiers from Houses 
near Detroit U. S. 

Two of these shots Colonel French states, passed close 
over the heads of his advance Guard, and were distinctly 
heard by the men. 

Of course I can only attach such conduct to some wretch, 
who may hope by concealment to evade the punishment due 
to so vile a procedure— But I do myself the Honor of 
addressing you with the least possible delay on this occasion, 
it being desireable [sic] that all circumstances tending to add 
irritability to the present excited state of the public mind on 
this Frontier, should be avoided, and therefore that no means 
should be left untried for bringing this delinquent to Justice. 

In the earnest hope that I may be honored with an early 
reply to this communication, in order that the feelings on this 
side naturally consequent to such an act may be allayed. 


[Lorp] BLOOMFIELD TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 3p. 


Woolwich. 

I received your kindest of letters in my wretched Country, for which 
accept my sincere thanks & my congratulations on the Brilliant Career 
which you are pursuing—praying that you may ultimately be the Means, 
under God, of bringing back the Province entrusted to your managément, 
to its allegiance— Notwithstanding the many Clouds which are 
gathering around us, Canada seems to engage the publick Mind the most, 
involving as it does, such important Interests: On this subject, & when 
the timber trade engaged much of the publick attention, Sir Howard 
Douglas wrote a short pamphlet in which our Relations with Canada 
were brought before you with great plainness, & the data on which he 
rested all his conclusions, were of the best authority. Much confidence 
is felt in Sir J Colborne & in yourself & if the Yankees can be kept within 
their Boundaries I think much of the difficulty is surmounted: But 
with a powerless Government, what security can we have2-— 

This will be presented to you by my Relation, Mr. Walter Bates. 
He was seven years Adjutant of the 65th. Regiment, & thinking his 
experience would qualify him eminently for advancing the discipline of 
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newly formed Corps, and his own desire to try his hand in your Province, 
I venture to recommend him to you— I think he has the means of 
making himself particularly useful but, although I feel much solicitude 
for him—I must not press a willing Horse who has already done so much 
for my Friends. I beg you to believe in my thankfulness & in the 
assurance of my most affectionate & anxious desire for your prosperity 
& happiness. 

Offer my best respects to Lady Arthur who, with your Children, I 
hope enjoy[s] good health. 

[Endorsed in Arthur’s handwriting: ‘I wish Mly Secy wd. make a 
note of this Gentleman’s name who is recommended by Lord Bloomfield— 
and then return this Letter tome GA’’.] 


. B. LITTLEHALES TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 2p. 


Bath. 

Having had a proof of your disposition to be attentive to the relatives 
of your old friends & acquaintances by the kindness you were pleased to 
shew my Naval son when at Hobart Town in the Success some years 
since I do not hesitate in introducing to your notice my nephew Lieut 
L, Y, Baker of the 73 Regt now serving in Upper Canada (where his late 
Father Sir Edward Baker, then Major Littlehales, served as Brigade 
Major with General Simcoe with great credit) any attention you may 
kindly shew to my nephew (who I am confident you will find deserving 
of it) will much oblige Mrs Littlehales and myself. It is many years 
since we had the pleasure of meeting you, but we have in our occasional 
visits to Plymouth and its neighbourhood had the gratification of seeing 
Captain Arthur & his family and others your relations, well... [Mentions 
his own youngest son who has been on Lord Hill’s list for an army com- 
mission for nearly two years. Sends wishes.] 

[Endorsed ‘‘Admiral Littlehales’’.] 


RICHARD AIREY TO GENL. [HuGH] BRapy: L. 2p. 


Amherstburg. [Marked ‘‘Copy’’.] 

I have the Honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your Letter dated 
18th Inst. addressed to Colonel French, Commanding at Sandwich 
U C.—transmitting a Letter dated China. Jany 12th 1839—addressed 
to The Collector of the District of Detroit by the Inspector of Customs 
there.—relative to some firing from the Canada side across the St. Clair 
River. 

I beg to acquaint you that I have forwarded the correspondence to 
Colonel Chichester, under whose special Command that Frontier lies, 
who I am convinced will immediately ascertain the correctness of the 
statement and at once put a stop to any such improper proceedings.—the 
account of which however, I cannot but hope has been much exaggerated. 

[To the above are attached items 628 and 629.] 


ARTHUR TO ARCHDEACON [JOHN] STRACHAN: LB.3, p. la. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

~] have just returned to Toronto after an absence of seventeen days, 
and I feel it to be the first duty I have to perform to request you will 
do me the favor to call at Government House & let me know what it is 
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contemplated to do respecting the Church in this city. In the mean time 
I beg to add that every assistance wh. I have it in my power to render, 
publicly and privately, will be most readily afforded.— 

It is an awful calamity indeed,—& humanly speaking very dis- 
couraging—but, I apprehend our duty is clear—& that is—not to 
despond—to put forth our best strength for the purpose of erecting 
another Altar upon which spiritual sacrifice may be offered to our God 
after the Form of the Established Church of England. 


[ 637 | RICHARD AIREY TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 2p. 


Jan. Z3 Malden, U.C. 
I have the Honor to transmit to Your Excellency the accompanying 
Copy of a Letter from Brig. Genl Brady Commanding U.S. Troops at 
Detroit, dated 20th. Inst relative to the firing upon the 85th Regt at 
Windsor on the 18th. Inst—which I have already done myself the Honor 
of reporting to Your Excellency.— 


[Enclosure:] 
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Jan. 20 
H[ucu] Brapy To R[IcHARD] ArrEY: L. 3p. 
Detroit. [Marked ‘‘Copy’’.] 

I have the Honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication of yesterday, giving me information of the 
disgraceful and cowardly conduct of some unknown Individual 
upon this side. 

I most sincerely regret that any thing should have tran- 
spired, calculated to keep alive those feelings of hospitality 
[sic], which I had hoped were gradually yielding to the influence 
of correct principles. 

I do assure you Sir, that no effort shall be wanting on my 
part to maintain peace and good order, but as this matter is 
cognisable by the civil authority alone I have laid your com- 
munication before His Excellency Governor Mason, who 
pledges himself that no means shall be left untried to bring 
the offender or offenders to justice, and to prevent the recur- 
rence of such disgraceful conduct. 


[ 639 | J. B. RoBinson To ArtHUR: A.L.S. 4p. 


Jan. 24 Cheltenham. 

When I was last in town, the January Mail was making up, and I 
wrote rather a long letter to Your Excellency by it— After I had sent 
my letter, I received a note from Sir George Grey requesting me to call 
on Lord Glenelg again before I left town, which I did— From what 
passed then I have been expecting a summons to town, but it seems the 
Government are, for some reason or other not yet ready to enter upon 
Canadian affairs—and perhaps they may not be taken up in the short 
interval that will now elapse before Parliament meets— In addition 
to the very important & agitating question of the Corn Laws, I observe 
a very confident statement in an Evening Paper—that the Queen’s 
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marriage with Prince Albert of Saxe Cobourg is absolutely arranged, 
& that the opening Speech is to announce it to Parliament— With all 
these obstructions to less important matters, it will be no wonder if 
Canadian affairs are postponed for some time longer, especially since it 
seems to be assumed that the Patriots are not likely to undertake any 
more expeditions this winter— I do not myself think that any thing 
will be attempted below Cleaveland [sic]—above that they may probably 
try their hand again—but I trust they will not, for it is most afflicting to 
read of the good & peaceably disposed inhabitants of the Province falling 
in such conflicts— But to return to this side of the Atlantic, (and I wish 
one could indeed actually cross & re-cross as easily & quickly,) the delay 
of the Government is probably entirely owing to Ld. Durham not having 
yet reported— The Newspapers tell us that Mr. Wakefield his private 
Secretary is still in his service—& that his house is full of writing clerks 
all busily employed in copying the mass of information which he has 
acquired— _ I perceive also that his Lordship has stated publicly that 
he shall not have an hour to spare before the meeting of Parliament— 
If it is certain that he will report soon, it does seem but right that the 
Govt. should not be proceeding in the mean time on any other plan— 
because that would be declaring before hand that the report of their 
Commissioner is not worth waiting for, but I shall be sorry if much longer 
delay is incurred on this or any other account,—and indeed it is not likely 
that the Government can suffer it—for they must be prepared with some 
definite course—in the outline at least, before Parliament meets— It is 
fully understood by Ld. Glenelg that I consider any service I can render 
to be at the disposal of the Government, as a matter of duty, & that I 
have nothing to prevent my time being quite at his command— _ In the 
mean while I have not been idle; and whenever the time comes for 
discussing what is to be done, I shall be able to ascertain readily whether 
the views of the Government are such as any one acquainted with the 
interests and wishes of the people of Canada could wish them to be— 

In whatever has hitherto passed I have reason to hope for the best, 
but I am well aware that there may be unexpected difficulties to contend 
with— I need hardly say to you that I have entirely abstained from 
writing one word about the affairs of Canada, or Lord Durham—that 
could find it’s [sic] way to the press in any shape—& I should be an- 
noyed, if I found reason to imagine that any thing that has appeared in 
Newspapers or reviews has been ascribed to my suggestions—or informa- 
tion— There is so much virulence & injustice displayed on all sides 
that I should be ashamed to be thought in the least degree a party to it— 
I did not remain in town to see Mr. Ellice, his plan I am quite sure can 
not be adopted, & there was therefore no object in discussing it— I 
saw another bill, for uniting the Canadas prepared by, or for, the London 
Merchants connected with Canada—but I am certain it can not find 
support in Parliament— If it ever obtains publicity, you will readily 
see why it could not—& if it should not, you will be so good as to re- 
member that it was shewn to me in confidence. 

The Canadian prisoners, I fancy must have been regarded as a sore 
nuisance to the Judges, the Bar & the suitors, during the present term— 
for they have taken up several days in long & learned arguments, & at 
last Mr. Roebuck’s application failed— There seems to have been 
miich curiosity excited on the occasion, & among other spectators, it 
appears Miss Martineau occupied a conspicuous seat— The News- 
papers give extended reports of all that was said and done, & I dare say 
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these will be read with interest by you— I see by yesterday’s paper 
that Mr. Roebuck is by no means contented with the fate of his motion, 
& he seems to threaten some ulterior proceeding— he talks of pleading 
to the return made to the Habeas Corpus—with a view I suppose of 
placing his objections in such a shape that he may appeal from the 
decision of the King’s Bench, & perhaps also with the hope that by 
keeping the prisoners here for a time, he may be able to stir up some 
interest in their favor with Parliament— I dare say Ld. Brougham 
would not discourage such an attempt— 

The address of the Mayor &c of Toronto upon the subject of Van 
Buren’s Proclamation—and your Excellency’s answer to it, have 
attracted a good deal of attention here, & have been much approved of— 
I shall look anxiously for accounts of your Legislative proceedings— 
Mr. Sullivan & Mr. Jameson will be useful in the Leg. Council & if Ld. 
Glenelg added, (as he seemed inclined to do,[)] only 10 or 12 more, still 
that addition would be a great improvement— I do not yet know 
precisely what course was pursued with the prisoners taken in the West— 
It is reported here that four were shot by order of Col Prince & that 
Col Airey in consequence superseded him in the command— Prince 
has been so exceedingly useful on that frontier, that I hope he has done 
nothing that your Excellency or the Country will disapprove of— Severe 
measures I am persuaded are necessary—& I believe they will be as 
little condemned on the American side of the line as on ours (except by 
those who are criminally implicated,) but the severity should have been 
prescribed by the highest authority & not left to be practised upon the 
responsibility, or according to the discretion of individual officers— I 
think, in this very particular, the not giving exact orders in respect to 
this point—the Government of this Country has been most remiss.— 

I know nothing of the particulars of Sir John’s difficulty with the 
Judges below— It would seem that his only charge against them is 
the opinions they gave upon the applications for Writs of Habeas 
Corpus— If that be the case, I think his dismissal of them will prove 
an embarrassing step. Dr. & Mrs. Harris are neighbours of ours here— 
she has been unwell—which brought them here, but her health is im- 
proving— I believe I may make the same report of myself— Indeed 
I am quite effective for that kind of labour to which I am destined— 
If the events of these unsettled times should reduce me to dig, or to 
chop, I should make but a sorry living of it— The rest of our party 
are in excellent health & we hope to hear that the Climate of Canada 
has not been unpropitious to the present occupants of Government 
House— 


S. Fox To ArtHuR: A.L.S. 62p. 


Washington. [Marked ‘‘Confidential’’.] 

Your Excellency’s confidential despatch of the 22nd: of December 
was delivered to me by Mr: Powell.— _ I was sincerely obliged to you 
for that communication, and I have read with very great interest the 
various important papers which accompanied it.— Circumstances 
prevented me from writing to you in reply as soon as I had intended, 
which I do not regret, as I believe that I can now do so more satisfactorily 
than before—— As far as I can judge, viewing things from this side of 
the frontier, there is now less reason to apprehend a repetition of acts 
of violence against Canada, than at any former period since the alarm 
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began.— The invading brigands, and their employers, appear to be 
thoroughly beaten down and discouraged; and, as you will have observed 
from the proceedings of various publick meetings in the American frontier 
towns, a superior class of citizens, and men of more character and in- 
fluence than before, are at length beginning to exert themselves, inde- 
pendently of the General Government, and of official Authorities, for the 
suppression of the piratical war.— I hope that I am not deceived in this 
opinion: but I am well aware that the change is not to be attributed to 
any improvement in national morality, on the part of the American 
people; but mainly to your own prompt and vigorous conduct in the 
defence of the Province, and in the administration of its government; to 
the formidable display of British military force; and to the noble and 
heroic front which the loyal Canadians have themselves opposed to the 
danger;—a danger to which in a civilized age, and from a neighbouring 
people possessing or professing civilization, they ought never to have 
been exposed. 

I have carefully watched the feelings produced in this Country, by 
the execution of the leading American brigands captured at Prescott.— 
This severe and just chastizement has I believe produced its complete 
effect— The example was absolutely necessary; in order to make the 
Americans understand, that to wage a privateering war against Her 
Majesty’s peaceful subjects,—to carry fire and sword into Canada,—is 
something more than a mere idle frolic, or fair land-speculating enter- 
prize. The unprincipled indifference with which the American people 
at large, and those not actually engaged in the work, have nevertheless 
looked on while the crimes of their fellow citizens were in full career, is 
one of the worst signs of the extraordinary crisis that we have been 
witnessing.— 

With regard to the disposal of the great number of remaining prisoners 
(I mean chiefly the young men,) who have been condemned to death, 
but whose lives will probably be spared, I would nevertheless strongly 
recommend that they should not be unconditionally pardoned, or re- 
stored at present to the United States and to their families.—Such 
extensive act of clemency would be ascribed to the fear of American 
revenge, rather than to motives of generosity and kindness; and it would 
be repaid by a speedy repetition of all the recent enormities.— 

The rich land-speculating robbers in the great American towns, 
whom I believe to be the real movers of the invasion of Canada, have 
been mainly successful in recruiting for their piratical service, through 
the hopes of impunity, even in the worst event of failure, which they 
have held out to the gangs of interior adventurers.— ‘The British will 
never dare to hang or transport an American citizen’”’—has I am well 
assured, been the sentiment constantly entertained and expressed.— 
It is only by severe example that this false notion can be counteracted, 
and some security obtained against a repetition of the past troubles. 
Sentence of transportation for life to a penal colony would appear to 
me to be the just and adequate punishment for those whose lives are to 
be spared.— The penalty of transportation is regarded with extreme 
terror by the Americans, and it is one which stamps with ignominy the 
crime for which it is inflicted.— If this course be pursued, it will after- 
wards remain for Her Majesty’s Government to decide, how far it may 
be safe at some future period to commute the sentences: it will in the 
mean time be practically understood by the Americans of character and 
influence on the frontier, who profess to feel an interest in the fate of 
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the prisoners, that the mitigation of their punishment depends upon the 
future conduct pursued towards Canada by the inhabitants of the 
United States: I cannot doubt but that this understanding will be 
attended with material advantage-—— You will I hope understand, that 
whatever opinions I have ventured to express upon the above subject, 
are founded upon the view which I am enabled to take from this side 
of the frontier: the decision must of course, in a far greater measure, 
depend upon grounds afforded by the state of affairs within the Province; 
and of that you are the best and ablest judge.— 

I will now proceed to state to you, with reference to your letter of 
the [blank in MS.] the particulars of what passed at the time, between 
myself and the United States Government, upon the subject of the 
President’s Proclamation of the 21st: of November.— It had been in 
agitation to issue a special Proclamation, from the time of my earliest 
communications with the Government in the first days of November.— 
I did not myself press the matter; because from the reluctance which I 
saw on the part of the Government, to believe to the full extent in the 
existence of the conspiracy against Canada, I apprehended that any 
Proclamation the President might issue, would be so feeble and tempo- 
rizing as to produce more harm than good.— The project was postponed, 
as I believed, until the occasion of the annual Message to be issued on the 
4th: of December. But on the 20th: of November,—in confirmation of 
the warnings which we had given,—arrived the intelligence of the actual 
descent upon Prescott.— The fact of the invasion was known at Wash- 
ington on the evening of the 20th:; and, what is more to the present 
purpose, it became known at the same time, that the situation of the 
invaders was hopeless, and that no part of the Canadian population had 
joined them.— Upon this, the special Proclamation was suddenly 
drawn up and published.— On the day that it appeared, I pointed out 
to the Secretary of war Mr: Poinsett, with whom I was at that time in 
the most frequent communication, the objectionable sentence contained 
in the Proclamation, where it is asserted that ‘‘disturbances had broken 
out both in Upper and Lower Canada’’;—a sentence which has since 
given such just offence to the loyal inhabitants of the Province. I was 
assured in reply, (and this is perhaps true,) that the words had been used 
inadvertently. Mr: Poinsett also promised me, that the error should 
be pointedly corrected in the forthcoming annual message: and this 
promise, I must do the Government the justice to say, was faithfully 
performed.— You will have observed that the passage in the annual 
message of the 4th: of December, beginning with the words—“‘But this 
Government recognizes a still higher obligation to repress all attempts 
on the part of its citizens, to disturb the peace of a Country where order 
prevails’ places the case, as regards the invasion of Upper Canada, in 
a just and true light. You will also have observed that Mr: Poinsett, in 
his own separate official report from the war department, annexed to the 
President’s annual message, takes care to stigmatize the American 
invasion of Canada, in a still more distinct form.— 

It is quite true that the terms “‘Canadian disturbances’’, and ‘frontier 
disturbances”, have been currently used in this Country, throughout the 
last twelvemonth, to designate, indifferently, either acts of rebellion 
within the Provinces, or acts of invasion from without— The words 
may therefore, as I was assured, have been placed in the Proclamation 
inadvertently. At the same time I cannot help suspecting, that the 
Secretary of State Mr: Forsyth,—(who has I believe been all along less 
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honestly disposed towards us, than his colleagues in the Government, )— 
inserted the phrase designedly; expecting that the words would be justi- 
fied, ex post facto, by the Canadians sooner or later joining some party 
of the invaders, and that our case of complaint might be thereby pro- 
portionably weakened.— Mr: Forsyth has from the beginning pro- 
fessed to believe, that the disaffection in Upper Canada is more serious 
and extensive, than we are willing to admit.— Upon the whole, the 
point in question, like every other act and word of the American Govern- 
ment since the commencement of the Canadian difficulties, admits of a 
double interpretation. I can only repeat to you my conviction, often 
before expressed, that the course of the American Government, in ful- 
filling towards its national duties in relation to the affairs of Canada, will 
keep exact pace with the evidence afforded of our having the will and 
the power to do justice to ourselves.— Perhaps we have no right to 
expect more: I am sure that if we do, we shall be fatally deceived.—_ I 
will add one more remark, with reference to the expression used in the 
Proclamation. It is so far fortunate, that the fault was committed in 
the special Proclamation, and corrected in the annual message, rather 
than if it had occurred vice versa; for, excepting only in Canada, the 
annual message has a much larger circulation than the other document, 
and it is of a more lasting character.— 

Frequent and earnest applications have been addressed to the Presi- 
dent, since the capture of the American brigands at Prescott, urging him 
to interfere in their behalf— All these applications have been stead- 
fastly refused: indeed the special proclamation, and other repeated 
public declarations, rendered a contrary course impossible. But I 
believe that this consistency of conduct has cost the Government a vast 
deal of annoyance and trouble, and no inconsiderable loss of popularity 
and political influence in the frontier States;—so strong and universal, 
throughout those States, is the feeling in favor of the piratical invasion 
of Canada.— It happened upon one or two occasions, as I mentioned 
to you in a former letter, that the President, while refusing all formal 
interference, conveyed to me nevertheless his private opinion, for com- 
munication to Her Majesty’s Authorities, that the exertion of clemency 
towards the American prisoners would, more than any other thing, tend 
to allay the hostile excitement against Canada which prevails within 
the American border.— But I have now so frequently and so explicitly 
made known to the different members of the Government, my own firm 
and deliberate conviction to the contrary, that no further communica- 
tions of the kind have been recently addressed to me from the same 
quarter.— I do not blame the President, or any American, for desiring 
to save the lives of his fellow citizens: but I think that man must be 
blind, who would expect that the British Authorities should be able by 
gentle means, to repress the detestable crusade against Canada that has 
been waged by the American pirates— I judge it probable, that if a 
large number of young men now condemned at Kingston, shall be 
sentenced to transportation for life, an urgent application will in due 
time be addressed by the President, unofficially, to Her Majesty’s 
Government in England, interceding for a mitigation of the punishment. 
To this mode of proceeding, there can of course be no objection.— 

Shortly after the result was known of the affair at Prescott, I had a 
long and important interview, by appointment, with Messieurs Bronson 
and Taylor, the two members in Congress from the frontier district of 
the State of New York.— These gentlemen had been entrusted with 
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various petitions from their Constituents, praying for, or rather insisting 
upon, the President’s interference to prevent the punishment of the 
prisoners.— The petitions were rejected by the President, together 
with all others of a similar kind— It was then arranged, with my 
consent, that Messieurs Bronson and Taylor should explain to me in a 
personal interview, the opinions and feelings of themselves, and of the 
respectable part of their constituents, with regard to the disposal of the 
captured Brigands.— I was glad to have the opportunity which this 
interview afforded me, of declaring my mind fully and unreservedly,—in 
a quarter of much political influence,—upon the various subjects con- 
nected with the conduct of the American frontier citizens towards 
Canada.— I believe that Messieurs Bronson and Taylor have at 
different times exerted themselves, to a certain degree, and as far as they 
dared, to discourage the invasion of Canada; and I am confidently 
informed that Mr: Bronson has recently lost his election for the next 
Congress, in consequence of the offence thus given to the people.— 
They were both at great pains to persuade me, that what they called a 
system of conciliation on our part, and the pardon and release of the 
prisoners, would offer the best chance of putting down the spirit of 
border hostility against Canada. I need not repeat to you all the 
arguments used, as they are the same which you have seen recorded at 
various publick meetings, and which have been expressed in the different 
applications upon the same subject that have been addressed to yourself, 
and to other of Her Majesty’s Authorities in Canada.— In replying to 
Messieurs Bronson and Taylor, I stated my own conviction, upon the 
subject of the disposal of the prisoners, to be entirely at variance with 
theirs; and in a long and unreserved conversation which ensued, I took 
occasion, as I have before said, to declare to them without disguise, the 
opinions which in common I presume with every other Englishman, I 
entertain, with regard to the conduct, not of the American Government, 
but of the American People at large, towards the inhabitants of the 
Canadian Provinces; and with regard also to the fatal results for the 
peace of both nations, which a continuance of such conduct must in- 
evitably entail. With these opinions you are well acquainted— I 
am now recently informed, that the important and influential meeting 
which has been held at Watertown, for the purpose of discouraging the 
spirit of aggression against Canada, and of putting down the piratical 
associations along the frontier, was called in consequence of repre- 
sentations sent from hence by Mr: Bronson and his colleague, since 
their interview, as above described, with me— _ I have no doubt that 
many more such meetings will now be held: but it is impossible not to be 
struck with the glaring fact, that the same men of weight and influence, 
who now come forward to condemn the piratical invasion,—after the 
invaders have had a fair start into Canada, and have signally failed,— 
that all these men looked on with their arms folded, for months together, 
while the preparations for that invasion were being made, not perhaps 
with their connivance, but certainly not without their knowledge. 

In speaking of the probable fate of the prisoners, I stated to Messieurs 
Bronson and Taylor, that I had no official information upon the subject, 
and that I could exercise no direct interference; but that what I expected 
would happen, was this: that all the brigands taken in arms would be 
condemned to death: that the leaders, and those deemed most guilty, 
would be executed; and the remainder transported to a penal colony: 
that it was not to be expected that any of the number would be restored 
with a free pardon to their Country and friends.— 
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There is one argument which you will have heard constantly used by 
the Americans, as an apology for the captured brigands, which appears 
to be singularly offensive and perverse, and calculated in fact to hurt 
rather than to help their case.— It is contended that those miscreants 
carried fire and sword into Upper Canada, for the overthrow of the 
cherished institutions, under the expectation, which they say they find 
to be delusive, that the inhabitants of the Province themselves would 
applaud and assist the enterprize— And this delusion is pleaded in 
favor of the brigands, as a sort of justification of their crime— It 
seems to me to bea foul and insolent aggravation of it— They certainly 
may fairly offer such a plea to their own friends in America, as an excuse 
for the folly of the undertaking; but it is monstrous to expect that the 
‘same plea should be listened to by those, against whom the crime has 
been committed.— If an assassin break into a man’s house by. night, 
and murder his wife and family, it will hardly be accepted as a defence for 
the assassin, that he thought the man wished his family to be murdered. 
The plea of delusion urged in defence of the American invaders of Canada, 
appears to be almost as unreasonable.— 

It was a source of extreme satisfaction to me to observe, that no 
disaffected Canadians joined the American invaders, after their landing 
either at Prescott or at Sandwich. The importance of this fact, 
viewed from within the United States, isincalculable-— If the invaders 
had held possession of any part of the Province for a single week, and 
been joined by a plausible number of Canadian rebels, the rush of armed 
plunderers to their assistance, from this side, would have been over- 
whelming.— And although even in that case, the war would have had 
its origin from within a foreign Country, yet the aspect of the affair 
to the world in general, would have been quite different— Ifa shadow 
of excuse, moreover, had been afforded, for dignifying the contest with 
the name of civil war, I have no doubt that the conduct of many of the 
United States Authorities would have swerved to meet the occasion.— 
They would then have assumed a high and offensive tone of neutrality, 
and would have raised the combined armament of rebels and brigands 


to the rank of a lawful belligerent— The ruin and mischief done in a 
few weeks to the Province, might have been terrible; and a national war 
could have hardly failed to follow.— These evils have been averted, 


by the loyal and courageous behaviour of the British Canadians, and 
more than all by the early and extensive military preparations which 
you had wisely made to meet the danger.— The most serious considera- 
tion that will now remain, is this:—how long is Great Britain to bear 
the cost, and the loyal population of Upper Canada the risk annoyance 
and trouble, of a complete state of warlike array, to guard the Province 
against volunteer invasions from the United States? For although the 
piratical associations are for the time [the word ‘‘completely” is here 
deleted] broken and discouraged, and will probably risk no further 
open effort during this winter, I do not in the least believe that the 
spirit of aggression, or that the thirst for the conquest of Canada is 
extinct; or that the present formidable extent of military preparation 
could be reduced, either with safety to Her Majesty’s Possessions, or in 
justice to Her Majesty’s faithful subjects in North America.— 


[ 641 ] [W. H.] Draprer To [ArTHUR]: A.L. 2p. 


[ 1839 | [Place not stated.| 
[ Feb. 2? ] Mr. Draper has the honour to enclose to His Excellency a skeleton 
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of the Speech—in which only such parts as affect the questions on which 
Mr. Draper had the honor of conversing with His Excellency are sketched 
in— There are other important topics, such as the Earl of Durhams 
mission and probable plan for the settlement of the affairs of the Prov- 
inces—the question of revenue as connected with obtaining a sea port— 
or by an union with Lower Canada— The continued suspension of 
specie payments— The Militia law—the prosecution of public works 
which have been commenced,—and others, worthy of being considered, 
with a view to some notice in the opening speech. 

[The speech referred to is probably the speech at the opening of the 
session on Feb. 27, 1839.] 


S? Fox TO-ARTHUR: 21-535; 5p. 


Washington. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I herewith inclose to you a private letter, and a packet of inclosures, 
5 in number, directed to Sir John Colborne— The inclosures I have 
left open for your perusal; and I request you to be so good, after having 
perused, as to forward them with the letter by the first occasion to 
Sir John Colborne-— The correspondence contained in the inclosures 
will speak for itself— I am sorry to say, this is by no means the first 
time that I have seen cause to complain of the meddling, indiscreet, 
officious conduct of Mr. Consul Buchanan. I believe he errs more 
through decrepitude of mind, and natural blunderheadedness, than 
from evil intention: but from whatever it arises, it is really lamentable 
that we should not have, at this moment, a more discreet and trust- 
worthy person in the important place which he occupies.— He played 
various tricks last year, just before your arrival in this Country, to get 
me into underhand communication with Bidwell of Upper Canada: but 
this last overture, made to Papineau, is considerably worse.— Papineau’s 
letter to Buchanan, amongst these inclosures, is so evidently written for 
effect, and to give himself the air of being courted by the British Authori- 
ties, that I much apprehend he will, when it suits his purpose, publish 
it,—which in the present highly excited state of men’s minds and feelings 
in Canada, might do real mischief. 

[Enclosures lacking.] 


ARTHUR TO Sir R. [W.] GARDINER: LB.3, p. 9-11. 


Toronto. 

I have had much pleasure in hearing from you, and shd. have been 
surprised had you not written to me respectg. yr. son whose acquaintance 
I had already made, though, from my constant absence from Toronto 
since his arrival, I have seen but little of him.— He dined with me 
yesterday, and I shall hope soon to know much more of him. 

All unpleasant circumstances fly very swiftly—and, therefore, in 
order to prevent your feeling any unnecessary anxiety from partial 
statemts., I will just say a few words upon a subject wh. has happened 
in this garrison. 

In the 93rd Regt. the Honble. W. B. Mc.Donald [7.e. Macdonald] 
is a Lieutt. He appears to be an exceedingly indiscreet Person— 
perhaps, something worse. However, he is a keen sportsman, and 
being fond of shooting, yr. Son appears to have gone out frequently 
with him, & this produced a great intimacy. Mr. Mc.Donald had 
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offered to give your Son a shooting Jacket wh. the latter had accepted. 

Thus the matter stood when the Asst. Q. M. General—who knew 
much of Mc.Donald’s character that was not profitable—took occasion 
to advise yr. Son to drop the intimacy, and to keep up nothing more 
than an ordinary acquaintance.— 

A pretty long conversation followed, & the Adviser was obliged to 
assign reasons for his advice wh. deeply reflected upon Mr. Mc.Donald’s 
character.— Yr. son determined, very properly, to refuse the Shooting 
Jacket—wh. he might, of course, have done in a quiet way, & without 
even hinting at any reason. But, unfortunately, he addressed a short 
explanatory note wh. drew such a reply as obliged yr. Son to take the 
consequences upon himself, or, to give up the name of the Officer who 
had advised him in Confidence. 

Coll. Mackenzie Fraser released your Son from this difficulty—but, 
step by step, the affair has gone on until a Court Martial seems almost 
unavoidable—quite so, I should fear, unless Lieut. Mc.Donald would 
send in his Papers— this, I have strongly recommended him to do, as I 
fear there is no prospect of his getting through the difficulty. 

I believe I have correctly stated the outline of the case, & nothing 
attaches to your Son, except, that it was imprudent to intimate that 
there was any reason for declining to accept the Shooting Jacket. He 
has early learned two useful Lessons:—that it is very necessary to be 
cautious in forming intimacies, & prudent not, unnecessarily, to assign 
reasons. !. 

In these particulars I shall advise him in yr. stead— I can truly 
say that He appears a well disposed & amiable young may [szc].— 

Do you recollect that thirty years have passed away since we met, 
& that the last hour we passed together you were drilling me for the 
stage!!! 

We have got thro’ the worst of our difficulties this Winter, so far as 
present appearances go, and in the Upper Province a better feeling 
certainly exists. I have caused 17 of the Ruffans who invaded the 
Province to be executed wh. has damped the courage of the Patriots, I 
suppose, as they are now quiet all along the Coast. They are the most 
Vain People in the world, & certainly believed that we did not dare to 
Hang an American Citizen. 

Remember me affectionately to your Brother, & tell him that the 
passage in my Proclamation to wh. he objects is highly approved by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury from whom I have just recd. a very kind 
letter. Very few People in England understand the extent to wh. 
differences upon religious subjects are carried in this Province or what 
have been the Instructions both of the Conservative & Whig Govern- 
ments—agt. wh. it is useless to contend. 


S. Fox To ArtHuR: A.L.S. 3p. 


Washington. [Marked “‘Private’’.] 

Mr. Powell was kept here for several weeks, but at no additional 
expence I believe to the service, as he was with a part of his family who 
reside here, and whom he appeared glad to have the opportunity of 
visiting— He is a very gentlemanlike and intelligent young man.— 

tread with great interest your excellent letter to Lord Glenelg upon 
the subject of the Caroline— I shall feel rather nervous upon this 
subject until I see the final refusal of redress issued, as I hope it will be, 
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by our Government.— Any symptom of shrinking from a complete 
justification of the act, would have a very bad effect.— 


[UNIVERSITY OF KING’s COLLEGE, TORONTO.] 


[Toronto.| Copy of a Minute of the Council of the University of Kings 
College at its meeting at Toronto Upper Canada, February 2nd. 1839. 

[‘‘]The President (the Honorable and Venerable the Archdeacon of 
York. U. C.) laid before the Council a Letter which he had received 
from the Honble. John Macaulay Secretary to His Excellency the 
Lieutenant Governor, enclosing certain Certificates in recommendation 
of the Revd. Dr. John Mc.Caul Principal of Upper Canada College. 

The same being read, the following Minute thereon was directed 
to be inserted. 

The Documents referred to, gave the Council much satisfaction, as 
they proved beyond dispute that. Dr. Mc.Caul is a Gentleman in every 
respect highly qualified to discharge with distinguished ability and 
efficiency the duties of the important situation to which he has been 
appointed. 

In perusing the Revd. Dr. Mc.Caul’s Testimonials the Council are 
very forciably [sic] struck with the ready condescension and unwearied 
pains taken by His Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury to secure, at 
His Excellency’s request, for Upper Canada College, a Gentleman more 
than ordinarily qualified to become its Principal— so feeling, the Council 
most respectfully solicit His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor Sir 
George Arthur to convey to the Archbishop, in the most acceptable 
manner, their most grateful acknowledgements for so signal a proof of 
his paternal affection, and for the deep interest which His Grace has 
uniformly taken in the Spiritual and intellectual welfare of this Colony.”’ 

A true Copy, 
Signed Jos: Wells, 
Registrar of 
The University of King’s College 
U: Canada|[.] 


[The above was probably an enclosure in item 681.] 


ARTHUR TO Epwarp ARTHUR: LB.3._ p. 17-20. 


Toronto. 

About 10 days ago I recd. a long Letter from Mr. Walton conveying 
to me a report of the health & progress of your Brothers & yourself. 

You know that he is bound by the most solemn obligation to give 
me a faithful description of yr. progress & learning as well as of your 
general character; & need I tell you that justice & truth have required 
yr. Master to delineate yr. proceedings in a light that is far from favor- 
able.— 

You have not made the exertion you shd. have done to overcome 
difficulties, neither have you exhibited honorable emulation in your 
studies; but, dissipating your time in trifles, with wh. you have no 
concern, you have made but little progress yrself. whilst you have looked 
with envy at the more successful career of others.— 

You know I told you plainly & distinctly that you had been misled 
by Mr. Rolt[?] in supposing yourself equal to other Boys—that your 
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self-sufficiency unless at once overcome wd. retard yr. progress & prove 
most injurious to your future prospects in Life; & that, unless, you 
acquired the habit of industry & steady application, you wd. fall into the 
back ground. 

How faithfully did you promise me that you wd. abandon yr. idle 
ways, & exert yrself. steadily & zealously in the acquiremt. of knowledge— 
Have you fulfilled these promises?p— Have you faithfully discharged 
yr. accountability to yr. God, to yr. Parents, or to Yrself? You know 
you have not done so, & rather than put yrself. to a little trouble, you 
have inflicted upon yr. mother and myself the most painful anxiety. 
What a return for all the love & affection you have experienced from us 
from your earliest youth up to the present time! 

Had I recd. my information from any other source I cd. scarcely 
have given it credit. A thoroughly idle Boy always looks with jealousy 
at the advancemt. of his Companions so that you are accumulating 
mischief upon mischief. And, to add to the Catalogue, I am persuaded 
you cannot be conscientious in your Devotions, for if you were earnestly 
and sincerely asking God’s help he wd. in his mercy deliver you from yr. 
idle habits— it were impossible indeed that you shd. continue in them— 
You have so discouraged me that I know not how to address you— [I 
had fondly hoped that conscious of yr. deficiencies you wd. have put 
forth all yr. energies—& without any mixture of envy or jealousy—have 
emulated the virtues & good qualities of the very best of yr. school- 
fellows—& that the most gratifying assurances of yr. good conduct wd. 
have gladdened our hearts.— 

With regard to yr. going to Sandhurst that object must be abandoned 
unless you call forth all yr. energies without delay— the advantage of 
going there was to obtain a Commission; but those Boys only are selected 
for that privilege who are thought worthy of distinction by their acquire- 
ments & knowledge—& this, in your case, is utterly hopeless unless you 
change entirely your habits— And, as to purchasing a Commission 
for you, it is out of the question— if you will not struggle to advance 
yourself you ought not to expect such assistance to the prejudice of yr. 
Brothers & Sisters— &, as I repeatedly explained to you, even if you 
were to get a Commission, your only prospect of advancemt. depends on 
your own abilities & application & zeal. 

I have now, my dr. Edward, performed a most painful task & have 
expressed myself, as I feel, deeply pained & grieved— but, I do not 
address you without entertaining the most earnest hope & confident 
expectation that what I have said will at once determine you in de- 
pendence upon Divine Providence to overcome all that is wrong & 
incline you to resolve upon a steady course of upright amiable conduct 
with all the application that is necessary for the attainment of honorable 
distinction especially, in yr. Classics, French, Mathematics & Drawing— 
All that is past may be forgotten, & the time may be redeemed if you 
will now be assiduous— _ I shall look with much impatience to receive 
from you a long letter. 

You will I know wish to do what is right & will express your resolution 
to do so; but, now remember what I te!l you—that it is not by fits & 


starts that any thing is effectually done— You must catechize yrself.— 
you must every Night and every Morng. call yrself. to account—see 
what is defective & defeat the Enemy— I mean yr. own natural 


propensity to do what is wrong—« yr. disposition to procrastinate doing 
what is right.— 
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You will receive letters from Your Sisters, who will communicate to 
you what they think will interest you. Accept with your dear Mother’s 
my best love[.] 


ARTHUR TO W[ILLIA]M WALTON: LB. 3, p. 13-16. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

Yr. letter, dated the 12th November, reached me just a fortnight 
ago on my return from an exhibition [sic] undertaken in the depth of 
Winter, to the Western Frontier—where, as you will perceive by the 
Public Journals, we have been invaded by a set of Ruffians from the 
American States who call themselves “‘Patriots’— I thank you sincerely 
for the honest straightforward account you have given me of our dear 
Boys, tho’ it has been accompanied, in part, with deep disappointment. 

Of the state of dear Charle’s [sic] health I will speak in another 
letter— At present, I will only observe that I lament the affection of 
his eyes have [sic] so much interrupted his studies, wh. is the more dis- 
tressing as he was already far in arrears. But you say that, in regard 
to his strength & corporeal exertion he is not like the same Boy; & that, 
as his strength has increased and his general health has improved, his 
temper has undergone a corresponding improvemt. & that his judgment 
of circumstances is more just & kindly—& that he is gradually tho’ 
perceptibly improving. 

This is, indeed, cheering intelligence & God grant that he may go 
on from strength to strength both of mind & body. That the poor fellow 
has Suffered in his health is to Parents naturally a cause of much anxie- 
ty— I beg, however, you will have the kindness to tell him that, 
comparatively, that is nothing— My heart rejoices & so does his dear 
Mothers to find that in mind & disposition he is advancing in the way 
that, if persisted in, will lead, under Providence, to his temporal happi- 
ness, & eternal welfare. 

In the same degree that I exalt in dr. Charle’s improvemt. in learning, 
disposition, & character I am depressed at the unfavorable testimony 
wh. truth & justice require you to bear respecting Edward. Cd. he but 
be sensible of the pain he has caused his Parents—independent of the 
injury he is doing himself—he wd., I am sure, unless his whole nature 
be quite altered, be overwhelmed with shame & sorrow at occasioning 
us so much concern & anxiety on his account. I shall write to him 
strongly by this opportunity... 

With regard to Ed’s. going to Sandhurst in consequence of a letter 
wh. I received from his uncle Sir F. Smith I sent home the necessary 
papers in November supposing it was necessary for him to enter at once, 
and, so far from imagining that there was any unusual risk in sending a 
boy there, I was led to understand that there were few establishmts. in 
England where a boy’s moral character was more strictly looked after. 
But, from the information you have now kindly afforded me, I deem it 
proper to pause, & unless Edward’s mind is better disciplined, it is 
questionable whether he shd. go to Sandhurst at all. From a letter 
Lady A. has recd. from her sister, of a later date than yrs. I find Sir 
F Smith was to confer with you respecting the course to be pursued with 
Edward, &, from the opinion you have expressed to me, I rely upon it 
that, at all events the proposition of sending him to Sandhurst will be 
deferred— perhaps Winchester would be better for him. 

I cannot fancy how C[harles] & E[dward] are so altered that they 
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have become envious & jealous— it must be from the cause you assign, 
for certainly, they never exhibited a spark of the kind formerly & yet 
Edward competed hard with his cousin John Montagu & as we all fancied 
bore a defeat very well. However, his Tutor, a Cambridge Man, was a 
most unfaithful person, as I discovered when it was too late. I have no 
doubt he did both boys infinite mischief, & I can can [sic] imagine that 
some bad seed was then sown wh. tho’ not perceptible at the moment 
has since sprung up & become more & more manifest as their characters 
have expanded. Indeed, I well recollect that you early discovered in 
Edwd. a want of strict veracity wh. I cd. not account for in any other way 
than by referring to the neglect as well as the bad example of their Tutor. 
In this matter, however, now I can only cast myself on the mercy of 
God, & under yr. careful culture I do trust that the Tares are beginning 
to disappear, & perhaps, we ought to be thankful that they did not 
longer lie dormant. I make no question but that you have thoroughly 
studied their characters & know them now much better than I do tho’ 
before we left V D Land I thought I fully understood them.— 

E[dward]’s taste for drawing shd. certainly be cultivated & it will be 
well to allow Charles to go on with it as an amusemt.— it is cheering 
to find that he volunteered to commence Euclid[;] if he has ability for 
it I shd. wish him to enter the Church of all things.— 

It is a great comfort to us to hear that dearest Sigismund gives you 
so much satisfaction. He is very young to be so far from his Parents— 
but, I trust, our self denial will be rewarded by his advancemt. in virtue 
& learning. He wasa little hasty perhaps, but I never met with a more 
amiable kind hearted boy.— 

You do not make any observation upon their progress in French wh. 
inclines me to hope that all is going on well in that Branch wh. is a most 
important one. 

My friend Mr. Hamilton will I take it for granted have settled yr. 
accounts before you receive this letter. 

I feel it to be a great Encroachment upon yr. time, but I shall look 
with intense anxiety for more favorable tidings of Edwd’s. Character 
& dr. C[harles]’s health. 

Lady A. unites with me in very sincere regard to Mrs. W. and com- 
mending our dr. Children to yr. tender care, & best Offices in forming 
their Characters for a wise Christian Course, as well as for buffeting 
their way thro’ this troublesome world[.] 


ARTHUR TO MR JustTIcE [Jonas] JONES: LB.2, p. 43. 


Government House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private.’’] 

I have just desired Mr Macaulay to write to you officially respecting 
the office of Speaker of the Legislative Council[.] I was made aware 
before the departure of the Chief Justice of your kind offer of friendship 
towards him and have much pleasure that it is in my power to give it 
effect. 


Jonas JONEs TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 


[Place not stated.] 
I received in Court, your note of to-day, and duly appreciate the 
kindness, by which you have enabled me to perform a slight service for 
a thuch valued friend. 
[Endorsed in Arthur’s handwriting: ‘Mr Justice Jones... Acting 
as Speaker of the Legislative Council’’.] 
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R. B. Suttivan To [ArtTHUR]: A.L.S. 3p. 


Council Chamber, [Toronto.] 

I send Y. E. herewith a minute of Council adopted today which I 
hope will meet your E. approbation[.] It was impossible to prepare 
the nominal list in time for the despatch, and even if it had been ready 
you will perceive that the Council look to a reduction of the numbers 
for transportation before the time comes at which the prisoners can be 
removed. 

The present minute will if approved produce an immediate reduction 
in the number of prisoners amounting to 80. which will be a great present 
relief. of the remaining 85. others may yet be pardoned if things remain 
quiet. 

[Enclosure lacking.'] 


ARTHUR TO COLBORNE: LB.2, p. 29-32. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I wrote to you from Brantford on my return from the Westward. 
The arrears of business which accumulated during my absence was quite 
frightful. In calling out the Militia the plagues and annoyances have 
been beyond all expression. The Militia Laws are defective; many of 
the Regiments are most injudiciously officered; and as a body the Militia 
were most unwilling to take up arms; disaffection extended widely and 
discontent much more so. 

The miserable conduct of the Brigands—and the failure of their 
scheme has done infinite service to Upper Canada. Nevertheless, it is 
not possible to imagine any people more divided. In one only point do 
the Loyalists seem to agree, and that is in detestation of the Americans— 
and, certainly well they may if the ruin which has befallen the Province 
be any justification for such a feeling. 

In the sad depression of the value of property and in the deprivations 
and injurious consequences of turning out all have more or less suffered 
to a great extent. 

I have now gone through the whole of the cases of the prisoners who 
have been tried for the Invasion of the Province. 

Seventeen have been executed and it is not deemed absolutely neces- 
sary to carry Capital punishment any further. 

The Question then arises how are the rest of the Culprits to be dis- 
posed of. 

The penetentiary at Kingston is the only prison we have for Secondary 
punishments; and that, I grieve to say, is already full of inmates, so that 
it is not possible to send these offenders there. To employ convicts of 
such a class upon the Roads, or public Works is not possible, and to 
banish them would be absurd.— Transportation seems the only 
punishment open to us, and that is very expensive! After much painful 
reflection, it seems to me, and so it does to the Executive Council, that 
it will be better to give a free Pardon to all the Captives of 21 years of 
age or under, and to transport the remainder, about eighty. Before I 


1The Council reported that it would have been easier to have recommended a larger capital 
punishment and pardon for the remainder. But the course followed had left a number, spared 
from capital punishment, whom it would be unsafe and unjust to pardon. The penitentiary 
was impossible; employment at hard labour on public works offered too many opportunities 
for escape or rescue. The only other course was transportation ‘‘and the Council are led to 
the conclusion that there can be no medium adopted between this course and free pardon.” 
61 prisoners convicted at Fort Henry and 19 convicted at London were named as recommened 


for pardon. 


See Minutes of Executive Council of Upper Canada. 
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set any of these vagabonds at liberty, however, I am desirous to know 
whether you think it will in any way injuriously affect, either directly or 
indirectly, your measures in the Lower Province, or the state of affairs 
there— if so, of course, I will keep them fast.— 

If any dependence can be placed in the statements I have received 
from the States, a very favorable impression has been made, both by 
the proceedings of the Court’s [sic] Martial, and by the severe punish- 
ments which have been inflicted— and, altho it is doubtful, Iam not 
without hope, that such an additional act of clemency as I propose 
may work still more effectually towards conciliation. 

I course [szc], I should rather delay until I could refer to Lord Glenelg; 
but, if the measure is to do any good, it requires to be done promptly.— 

The object of severing Upper Canada from Great Britain is one 
universally desired by the Americans, and the Province will always be 
exposed to the consequences; but, if matters can now be adjusted, it will 
bea great blessing I am sure,—notwithstanding their eagerness for War— 
to the people of this Country. 

There are fifteen new members added to the Council— better selections 
might have been made in three or four instances—but, I believe Lord 
Glenelg took and followed the advice of the Chief Justice who is in every 
sense of the word a better Judge than I am! 

There are several subjects upon which I wish to communicate; but, 
at this moment I am in the midst of Despatches for England. 


ARTHUR TO SIR GEORGE GREY: LB.3, p. 12-13. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I find my Despatch No. 9. of this date has been hastily closed without 
a copy of my Letter to the Archbishop of Canterbury referred to therein, 
I now beg to enclose it.— 

It contains an appeal to His Grace respecting the destruction by Fire 
of St. Jame’s [sic] Church in Toronto, & in now enclosing a copy I cannot 
avoid most earnestly entreating you to take an interest in this matter, 
and pray entreat Lord Glenelg to do the same.— 

It is most distressing to consider that the large Population in this 
City is left without any Place of Public Worship for Persons in Connexion 
with the Church of England & there really never was a case wh. more 
pressingly called for assistance. 

I beg you will excuse my troubling you personally in this matter but 
I feel more anxious about it than I can find words to express.— 

[Enclosure lacking.] 


ARTHUR TO Lorp Fitzroy [J. H.] Somerset: LB.3, p. 11. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I have the honor to acknowe. Yr. Lordship’s note requestg. my good 
offices towards Mr. Boys. 

He is Collector of Customs at Whitby— I fear, not a very profitable 
appointmt.— I will take care that he is immediately made aware of 
the kind interest Yr. Lordship has expressed in his welfare, & of my 
ready disposition to be of Service, if I can by any means promote his 
views.— 


ARTHUR TO JAMES STEPHEN: LB.3, p. 12. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 
I have just addressed the Secy. of State respectg. the lamentable 
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calamity that has befallen us in the loss of St. Jame’s [sic] Church 
Toronto by fire— 

Independent of some assistance given by the Govt. for the Accom- 
modation of the Military it cost the Parishioners above Ten Thousand 
pounds— They had just imported also a noble organ wh. cost £1200.— 

In the present state of things I despair of our being able to raise Funds 
sufficient to rebuild this Church & a second in another part of the City is 
much wanted.— I have written to the Archbishop of Canterbury 
hoping His Grace will procure for us some assistance from the Society 
for the Propagation of the Gospel. 

You have, I know, some influence with almost every religious Society 
in London and if you could & would interest yrself. to worm out if it be 
only a thousand pounds for us it would be a great boon indeed.— Do 
pray see what you can do to help us through this Calamity.— 


J. B. Roprinson To [ArtHurR]: A.L.S. 12p. 


Cheltenham. 

I happened to be in London when the January Mail was made up, 
& I had not with me the rough copy of my letter to Lord Glenelg in 
answer to his reference respecting the Legislative Council, which he 
stated was made by your desire— 

I now send it— What was ultimately settled in the office I have 
not heard, but I came away under the impression that about twelve 
only would be added—& that the reluctance to appoint any that could 
be called officers of the Government had been overcome— It was 
indeed an absurd scruple as applied to either of the three in question viz 
Messrs. Sullivan, Jameson, & Tucker—& altogether absurd considering 
how open a body the Legislative Council in fact is, in its present state— 

Accounts are this moment received of the arrival of the Steamer 
Rl. William—& I have seen a hasty summary of the intelligence she 
brings— I gather from it that the admirable style in which the two 
attempts against U. Canada have been repelled, & the measures of just 
severity & the sufferings which have followed, have produced a salutary 
change in the conduct at least of our neighbours— _ It can not be but 
that the opinions of many must in reality have undergone a change— 
They can not possibly, after what has happened imagine that their 
assistance is wanted—nor can they flatter themselves that the service is 
unattended with danger— 

But there is much to be done, to place Canada in security to give 
confidence & tranquillity to it’s [sic] inhabitants, and to restore the 
current of emigration— In this respect I do hope I may be useful—and 
no exertion on my part shall be wanting— _ I think with the press, and 
among the people generally such a feeling prevails as would support the 
Government in any measures they may have the zeal to propose— 
Parliament J am sure could without difficulty be induced to do whatever 
could be made to appear necessary. 

I have received a message from the Duke of Wellington that he is 
desirous of seeing me, and from what I have seen & heard I have every 
hope that by the one or the other of the great parties into which public 
men are divided the affairs of Canada will be taken up in a right spirit— 
Without reference to political movements here, it is in my judgment 
most desirable that the actual Government should be the proposers of 
such measures as are necessary— 
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The effect as it regards the Colonies & foreigners would be better I 
think—because they would seem more regularly to pledge the Empire to 
maintain such a policy permanently and effectually— I trust therefore 
that Ministers will come heartily into sound and good measures, such as 
the Colonies must be grateful for—such as the nation must applaud & 
such as their opponents who desire nothing so much as the safety & 
honor of the Country must, & I know cheerfully will support them in to 
the utmost— I confess I feel more anxious about the measures which 
are to be taken with a view to this object—the safety of the Colonies— 
than I do about the other measure whatever it is to be, which is to settle 
Lower Canada upon a new & better political foundation— But they 
all require very careful consideration— 

I expect to be called to town tomorrow—or the next day, from an 
intimation which I have already received— 

I wrote to Mr Macaulay by the Liverpool Steamer— 

The sad report has reached us of the destruction of the Church at 
Toronto by an accidental fire— It comes only as an item said to be 
written on a way-bill received at Kingston—but I fear it is too true— It 
is a great misfortune— 

I believe I may say truly that all that has been done by you in 
consequence of the late difficulties has been entirely approved of here— 
I speak in reference to the public—rather than the Government & I have 
no reason to believe that the Government has any other feeling— 

You will be looking anxiously for the first Parliamentary debates— 
Lord Durham will be drawn into action without delay, to some extent 
no doubt whether he is fully prepared or not— Iam anxious to know 
what he will reeommend— Nothing very good I fear. 

[The letter referred to in the first paragraph above is probably item 541.] 
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Feb. 11 Govt. House, Toronto. 

You have so much to occupy yr. time that I am sorry to take up any 
of it with by gone events— but, if you wd. be so good as to say five words 
upon the following subjects I shall be much obliged to you, and it will 
perhaps save further trouble.— 

There is a Mr. Thomas Park, member for the County of Middlesex, 
who has sent in a very earnest petition, respecting a claim he represents 
himself to have upon Government in consequence of the Terms on wh., 
he says, he contracted to erect the Western Wing of the Public Buildings 
during your Government. He begs that his claim may be transmitted 
to the Secretary of State on the ground that remuneration was recom- 
mended by the Executive Council in 1837. I enclose Copy of the Minute 
to which he refers, which, in point of fact, can scarcely be considered a 
recommendation.— 

The whole question seems to hinge upon the point, whether you did 
or did not make such a promise as he insists upon, & it is curious that 
none of the Papers that I have seen bear record as to this very point. 

You will recollect that I spoke to you respecting the offer that had 
been made to the ‘‘Claus’’ Family to give up their claim to the Indian 
Lands in consideration of receiving 5000 acres.— 

~In confirmation of his statement Mr. Claus produces the Letter, of 
which the enclosed is a copy, from Major Winniett.—perhaps you may 
now recollect something of it.— 
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Mr. Forsyth has sent in a very long Petition respecting his claim, 
which he begs may be granted or referred to the Secretary of State— 
I have read the whole correspondence and entirely concur in all you 
have said and written upon the subject and so I shall report.— 

I have convened the Legislature for the 27th.— the Persons named in 
the Accompanying List are added to the Legislature. These gentlemen 
are selected from a List of 25 that I sent home & the Secy. of State has 
taken the advice of the Chief Justice upon the selection—with wh. I 
cannot find fault as I recommended that his advice should be taken— 
but, if only eleven were appointed I think more influential and quite as 
right minded Persons, might have been found. 

The poor Chief Justice’s disorder has been ascertained & I fear it is 
likely to be very troublesome. 

I am anxious to hear from you respecting my proposition of setting 
at liberty the prisoners who are under 21 years of age— if this step be 
taken it will be desirable to take it at once.— 

There is no dependence to be placed in the state of things on the 
American side, and I have not the least confidence in all their pro- 
fessions— such a mass of Persons of all Classes and denominations have 
been active parties in the ‘‘Hunter’s Lodges” that their intentions with 
respect to Canada cannot be misunderstood and the feeling is quite 
unabated but their object has been however for the present, completely 
frustrated.— 

It now only remains to be decided what position we shall continue, 
in the Upper Province, to maintain and upon this, I will, if possible, 
officially address you Tomorrow. 

I intended to have sent some details upon Military matters a fort- 
night ago, but I have been prevented by pressing Business from day to 
day— 

I have, however, just now addressed a Letter to the Deputy Adjutant 
General upon the subject of what most struck me during my Tour of 


Inspection.— 
In such a state of things it is difficult to offer any suggestions, and it 
must be still more so for you to decide— But if the Corps now in the 


Western Portion of this Province are to be kept there, I should certainly 
recommend Log Huts being built for them, so as to keep the Men 
together. 

Colonel Love I have found quite as intelligent and useful as you 
expected and if I could venture to ask for such assistance I should be 
glad to have him asa Colonel upon the Staff— __ His assistance in looking 
after the Militia would be very important to me, & I am sure conducive 
tO Economy... 

P.S. A letter this day from Major French dated ‘Sandwich 7th. 
instant” communicates that he had just received an intimation from 
Colonel Airey to prepare for another attack from Detroit—or its neigh- 
bourhood— 

Colonel Airey seems to depend a good deal upon the accuracy of his 
information— I suppose we shall be kept in constant expectation of 
these vagabonds|.] 

[Enclosures lacking. ] 


ALEX[ANDE]R MAcDONELL To ARTHUR: A.L.S. 2p. 


Kingston. 
John Moore Esqr. of Menlo Cottage will have the honor of handing 
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this letter to your Excellency. Having known this gentlemans friends 
& connexions in his native country, & perfectly aware of the high esti- 
mation in which he has been held by persons of the first respectability 
in the part of Ireland from whence he comes I do not hesitate to say 
that a gentleman of his high & honorable sentiments, Loyalty & integrity 
would be a real acquisition to this Province. & it is under this con- 
viction I presume to recommend Mr. Moore to your Excellencys favour- 
able attention... 
Alexr. Macdonell Regiop. Ep. 


COLBORNE TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 8p. 


Montreal. 

Many thanks for your letters from London and Toronto of the 18th 
Ult. and the 5th inst. 

With respect to the further schemes of the Brigands and their associ- 
ates and supporters in the interior of the United States, it is probable 
that their failures and inability to make aggressions with any prospect 
of success will leave the Province quiet. We shall however be at the 
mercy of the Vagabonds, and a constant expense must be incurred in 
maintaining a large regular force, and a well organized Militia, prepared 
to concentrate at a short notice. The periodical alarms to which we are 
exposed, and the dread of an attack from Pirates formidable from the 
uncertainty as to the extent of their means, will be ruinous to Upper 
Canada, unless we have a disposable force at all times ready to repel 
invasion, without calling the agriculturalists from their homes. A more 
expensive system could not be adopted than the one to which we have 
been compelled to resort, in consequence of the menaces of the American 
population on our frontier. The same game may be continued with 
little inconvenience to the Patriots for many years. If we were to 
diminish our force in this district, there can be no doubt that the hatred 
towards us, and the virulence which has been demonstrated by the 
conduct of the adjoining States, would be again exhibited by the 
borderers. 

The atrocities which have been perpetrated lately in the Seigniory of 
Foucault, about two miles from the frontier line, and the refusal of the 
Governor of Vermont to deliver up the felons, against whom depositions 
have been lodged, or to interpose; will soon test the sincerity of the 
General Govrnt, or, at least, their power to act honestly. I have 
received a civil reply from the Governor of Vermont, assuring me that 
the Laws will not allow him to give up the Offenders; and that he must 
refer me to the President, it being a national affair[.] Thus the Incendi- 
aries may still remain on the frontier with impunity, while the matter is 
under discussion. 

My appointment, respecting which you have had the goodness to 
express yourself so kindly and favorably, could not perhaps, in the 
peculiar state of affairs have been avoided, without creating greater 
confusion, than at present exists. 

If I can be turned to account by the Provinces while I hold my office 
I shall willingly work hard; but can any satisfactory result be expected, 
in this Province, in which the bulk of the population are already cor- 
rupted, and a faction has been successfully employed, for twenty years, 
in establishing it’s [szc] influence. Although there are several important 
measures which may be carried into effect to prepare this Province for 
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the change contemplated by Ministers as respects the future permanent 
Government of Lower Canada; to which question the whole attention 
of both Provinces must be chiefly drawn. 

I can easily imagine the daily Militia difficulties and annoyance you 
have to encounter. The remuneration expected by the Militia and 
Volunteers, and the inconvenience and injury which they have suffered 
will greatly embarrass the local Governments— My public com- 
munications to you relative to military expenditure are necessarily 
inquisitorial. In fact, if the most rigid attention is not given to the 
alarming outlay which is now increasing in every department, there 
will be no end to the queries and disallowances from home. 

I have no doubt that the examples you have made, are sufficient in 
number to deter our bad neighbours from affording encouragement to 
piratical expeditions. ‘‘I should not hesitate to send back, to the 
President, the minors to whom you advert, in your letter. The act of 
clemency would be highly appreciated in the States generally.” 

There have been more than 800 persons confined in the Prisons of 
Montreal for high treason; the number has been reduced to 150, by our 
late liberation of those who could not be certainly convicted, or who have 
not been distinguished Characters in the last revolt. I intend to bring 
nearly 100 of the Prisoners remaining in Montreal, before the Court 
Martial, most of which will be transported, if Ministers approve of that 
punishment. 

It is with the greatest pain that I find myself called on to decide on 
the infliction of so many capital punishments; but although I have not 
allowed public clamour to influence my decision at this critical period; 
I am confident that the safety of both Provinces requires that Examples 
should be made. I have therefore only seriously to consider how justice 
can be vindicated with as little loss of life as possible. 

The Lower Canada Banks, and all the commercial men in this 
Province are very anxious that the Bank of Canada should resume cash 
payments, at the same time that the Montreal Bank announce their 
intentions of paying in specie. The Banks of this Province will not 
avail themselves of the suspension act longer than the ist of May. I 
hope therefore the Legislature of the Upper Province will not extend the 
time afforded to your Banks for suspending their payments beyond the 
close of the approaching session— 

The Border atrocities are continued on our frontier with impunity; 
and I am compelled to keep up a strong chain of posts to prevent the 
incursions of the Incendiaries— 


ARTHUR TO J, F. Love: LB:Z>p, 39-41. 


Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I regret exceedingly not having answered yr. letters before but, I 
have been totally unable to contend with the mass of business that has 
devolved upon me since my return from the Westward and you must 
excuse the delay.— 

Under other circumstances I shd. have been glad to have brought 
the Man whose case is reported by Major Beale to a General Court 
Martial but, there is a serious difficulty in the way of General Militia 
Courts Martial & I therefore thought it better to proceed by Regimental 
Court Martial. 

I am glad the Magistrates have so severely fined ‘“‘Gage”’ it will have 
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a good effect.— The discovery respecting the Indian’s Arms may be 
turned to good account—they shd. be taken into the charge of Govern- 
ment. I thought there was something not right, & I told Col. Carr so, 
as it was difficult to understand how so many Indians turned out without 
Arms when I saw them at Brantford.— 

I feel Col. Carr included in his Pay Lists a whole mass of these People 
without the least regard to their being efficient, wh. he ought not to have 
done. 

With regard to Major Welby’s Troop I find he has never written to 
the Military Secretary respecting his difficulties— had he done so they 
wd. have been immediately removed—provided, he had stated on what 
day & on what terms his Troop was authorised. I remember when he 
spoke to me he said that the Men did not Expect Bounty—nor Clothing— 
but, subsequently, he asked for the Clothing to wh. I agreed.— 

I recommended Major Welby to speak to the Adjutant General of 
Militia. Col. Bullock tells me he did so, and was to have written to him 
stating the Time & Terms on wh. his Troop was embodied—but has 
never done so— 

With respect to Capt. Markham I was very reluctant that he shd. be 
removed—but there was no help for it as the Commander of the Forces 
wd. not allow the Asst. Q. M. General any assistance to replace Major 
Hurd, & it is now scarcely possible for him to get through his duties.— 

With regard to the movement of the Corps it is impossible at the 
present moment to say what may happen. There is, undoubtedly 
another Force being collected to the Westward, and Col. Airey fully 
anticipated an Attack upon Windsor on the 7th. instant. Theller is at 
the head of a party of some hundred Men not far from Detroit. 

The Americans are putting all their Forts into good order, and the 
feeling of the People is as vindictive as ever—worse, I believe! &, altho’ 
I shall thank you not to repeat my opinion to any one, I will say to you 
that I deliberately think a War with the States can scarcely be avoided, 
&, I hope, you will be continually turning over in your mind what are 
our resources in your part of the Country & how we shall best bring 
forward the Militia. 

I have not heard from Sir J. Colborne as to the future disposition of 
the Troops, and nothing, of course, will be done without the expression 
of his wishes. 

With regard to yrself., I am sincerely desirous to have the benefit of 
your assistance— Sir John I know does not like the least interference 
with the Military Staff and I have therefore been as guarded as possible; 
but, in my letter to him I, made the following remark “‘if I cd. venture 
to ask for such assistance I shd. be glad to have him as a Colonel upon 
the Staff. His assistance in looking after the Militia especially wd. be 
of great importance to me & I am sure conducive to Economy”. If 
any thing comes of this I shall be very glad. 

Of course I have most readily acceded to Doctor Forster’s pro- 
ceeding to Montreal, & am sure you have done quite right in wishing 
Mrs. Love to join you—for it must be uncertain how long you will be 
kept in this Province. Lady Arthur & myself will have the greatest 
pleasure in forming Mrs. Love’s acquaintance.— 

Yr. Minister will be fully entitled to the usual pay for giving a Service 
to the Troops. The Amount is notified in orders. 

I regret much to hear you have been unwell. . . 

P.S. I have been in no small degree Surprised to hear that the 
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Companies at Hamilton wh. were first ordered by the Adjt. Genl. of the 
Militia on the 14th. Decr. to be sent home—and, subsequently, on the 
29th. December the order was repeated by Col. Forster—&, lastly, I 
publicly on Parade discontinued their Services, & requested you wd. 
see that their arms were directed to be delivered into Store—have been 
not only without authority but actually in defiance of Orders kept 
embodied up to this day.— 
This is really too bad! & I cannot account for it. 


JoHN Moore To ArtHur: A.L.S. 


Millport [New York.] 

To your Excellency Sir George Auther A few lines To a Hard 
hea[r]ted Monster Are you aware of rational Sence or Are you man 
filled up with all the Devels in Hell To be so base as to give Orders to 
have your own Countrymen Swunl[g] on the gollows O you Vile Retch 
damnation Awaits you and before 24 mounts have Passed away it will 
have you there is a person in the City intends of dealling It out to you 
And if I did not Think you was so vile I would Let you know who it was. 


C. A. HAGERMAN TO JOHN Macautay: A.L.S. 


[Place not stated.] 

I send you my report on the recommendation of the Council on the 
McNab (The Laird,) petition, I should wish it to be considered confi- 
dential, and should like to say a few words to His Excellency upon it 
some time in the course of Tomorrow if convenient to him to see me.— 

[Enclosure lacking. ] 


ARTHUR TO H.S. Fox: LB 2; p.42; 


Government House, Toronto. 

Your private Letter with the Packet of Enclosures for Sir John 
Colborne I received on the 13th. Inst. and forwarded the following day. 

Accept my best thanks for allowing me to peruse these Papers. 

I am in no way surprised at Mr. Buchanon’s [sic] proceeding and have 
not the charity to give him credit for ‘‘Blunderheadedness’’[.] He has 
in my opinion done more harm to Upper Canada than any other person— 
W. L. Mackenzie perhaps excepted! 

There can be no question that Papineau and Buchanon concerted 
the whole scheme, and his letter was evidently worded for publication— 
but, I think he will xot publish— Your letter of the 9th. January will 
put a stop toit, for 1am persuaded a Copy of it will be sent to Him whom 
the Consul ‘“‘formerly knew intimately”’. 

Mr. Buchanan has alluded to this affair in a note to my Private 
Secretary—a copy of his note and of the answer to it is enclosed for your 
perusal. 

I am most desirous to write to you respecting the Prisoners—but by 
the present opportunity it is impossible. 

[Enclosures lkacking.] 
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J. B. Ropinson To ArTHuR: A.L.S. 4p. 


London, Spring Gardens Hotel. 

I am aware that Your Excellency must be exceedingly anxious to 
know the present position of affairs here—& that anxiety must be very 
general in Canada. Though it is not in my power at this moment to 
say any thing that can be quite satisfactory in regard to the future, yet 
I will not delay telling you all that I can— In my former visits to 
London, though I found Ld. Glenelg most friendly & confidential, yet 
from the peculiar manner in which he discussed Canadian affairs generally 
I inferred, & stated the inference, that he did not imagine that he was 
to have the direction of them so far as the Department was concerned— 
Perhaps I was wrong however, & that he was merely acting in a character 
natural to him at all times. He certainly seems to have been most 
scurvily & unexpectedly wheeled out— It was understood when I was 
last in town that as soon as he had received Lord Durham’s report—he 
would let me know & that I was then to come to him & talk over future 
measures— Ld Durham gave in his report on Saturday night & I 
came to London on Monday—but I need not now tell you that I found 
the office in a bustle— Ld. Glenelg had retired from the ministry, & Sir 
G. Grey told me in confidence that he would certainly withdraw also— 
as he has since done— The report was put into my hands, with a 
request (verbal only) that I would make such remarks upon it as I might 
think important but with the discouraging declaration from Mr. Stephen 
that he looked upon the announcement of the popular policy recom- 
mended by Lord Durham as the fulfilment of it— I said—‘‘then what 
if Lord Durham had recommended the Governor to be elected by 
universal suffrage—or any other absurdity?|’’]}—& I added that I had 
too good an opinion yet of this great nation to believe that it was in the 
power of Ld. Durham, or any other individual to ruin the Colonial 
possessions of the Crown— _ I had not then seen the Report— _ I have 
since carefully perused it— You have had a Copy sent to you I know— 
and need I say to you or to any honest man who has spent three months 
in Upper Canada that all that relates to that Province is disgraceful & 
mischievous— It absolutely made meill, toreadit— You said rightly 
to me once ‘‘Lord Durham is a bad man’’— I should try in vain to find 
words to express the contempt I feel for him—after what I have heard 
him say—& after what he is known to have said to others— As to his 
plans—I can not answer for the course that the Government may take— 
Lord Normanby I fear will be found to unite with him & it was for that 
purpose I believe he was brought in—for Ld. Glenelg could not have met 
him cordially— When Lord Normanby comes over I shall lose no time 
in seeing him, if he will allow me—& I am fully prepared to discuss the 
report & to submit my own opinions as to the measures that ought to 
be taken— If the Legre. & people—or the people of U C. favor the 
union of the two Provinces I think it will take place—& it may, whether 
they door not— Iam convinced it would be the ruin of both Colonies— 
for reasons that I have often stated— The plan I stated shortly in my 
note to you should be adopted, or which I think I should prefer, have one 
legislature for the four Provinces to meet in the summer at Montreal 
& legislate in all things, for all— I believe that would be the best—but 
I have endeavoured to state rationally & candidly the merits & demerits 
of every expedient that has been thought of, or that I can think of— 
You will see some letters in the Times on Ld. D’s report— They are by 
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“Sam Slick’”— Ido nothing in that way, for Iam not without the hope 
that I may have some weight with the Government, & I must leave it 
in their power to consult me in a quiet & respectable way— If I am 
driven to give up all hope in that quarter—which I should by no means 
do, but for the accession of Ld. Normanby, I shall then take every course 
open to me for “‘resisting evil’-— In the mean time my position is a 
little difficult—not so far as regards myself for I feel no hesitation in 
answering a call for information from any quarter (were it even from 
Hume or O Connell), but from the possibility that the Governmt not 
knowing me, may misinterpret the spirit in which I act, and may admit 
unfavorable surmises & suspicions— that I can not help— I may tell 
you in confidence that with Sir R. Peel I have had a good deal of com- 
munication both written & verbal—& on Friday last I had a long inter- 
view at Apsley House with the Duke of Welli[n]gton—& I shall have no 
difficulty in any further intercourse of this kind that may seem to me 
desirable— Hitherto it has not been of my seeking— Sir W Horton 
drove me down on Saturday to his residence at Sudbrook Park near 
Richmond where I met Lord Hatherton (Littleton) & in my two days 
visit I had a good deal of talk with him on Canadian matters. He takes 
little part however in the Peers & tho’ a clever man is not prominent— 
On my return to town this morning I find a note conveying a strong 
desire on the part of Ld. Brougham that I would see him— he wishes to 
talk over the report with me— I shall readily meet him or any one 
else— I have but one story to tell them all— You will have the 
kindness to keep what I have said to yourself—for I wish to do good if 
possible—quietly—but you may be assured yourself & may assure all 
my good friends whose fears will be not a little excited that at this 
moment I have but one thought & one care— the only doubt they need 
have is as to my judgment— I shall devote my whole time to the efforts 
ne[celssa[rly for counteracting as much as possible the evil that may be 
feared from Ld. Durham’s report—for leading the Governmt into a right 
course for the future governmt of Canada & for providing by a series of 
Executive & Legislative measures for the security of Canada agt. our 
lawless neighbours— _ Till Ld. Normanby comes, little can be done— 
Mrs. Robinson & our Children are all well—at Cheltenham— _ I shall 
stay here while I think I can be useful & work as hard as my health will 
let me— I was much pleased when I read your correspondence laid 
before Parlt— It reads well in all respects & shews the vast advantage 
you have, from your long experience in Governmt— You say all you 
found it necessary to say without committing yourself or any body else— 
& the publication can do no harm— _ I tremble a little for the effect of 
some of Sir Francis correspondence on the eve of coming out— 


A. HAGERMAN TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 3p. 


Toronto. 

As requested by Your Excellency I have read the draft of ‘‘The 
Speech ’’(several times) with attention—and much satisfaction.— there 
is no part of it that I do not approve, although I doubt the propriety of 
retaining some of the paragraphs, and have ventured to suggest a few 
verbal alterations in others.— 

The paragraphs to which I think objections may be raised, and which 
may lead to unnecessary and embarrassing discussion in the House of 
Assembly, are the 23d. 24th. & 25th. and I would advise their omission. 
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It is not usual I believe to advert in the Speech from the Throne, to the 
manner in which the Royal Clemency has been exercised towards 
offenders, who have been condemned in the ordinary course of the ad- 
ministration of Justice; and the unnecessary allusion to so delicate a 
subject would I fear have no other effect, than affording the few evil 
spirits who are now members of the Legislature an opportunity for 
making inflam[mJatory and offensive harangues, that they might be 
published in party papers for the gratification of the affected.— 

The 44th. paragraph may also I think be with propriety omitted.— 
It cannot be properly said that the Law suspending the writ of Habeas 
Corpus, has in any instance been acted upon. It is true that arrests 
have been made in a few instances upon suspicion only of treasonable 
practises [szc], but the writ has not been denied to any one that I am 
aware of, and certainly no trial has as yet been refused to any accused 
party, neither is it probable that such will be the case. 

I am glad to find that Your Excellency has not thought it necessary 
to confine your recommendation of the settlement of the Clergy question 
to the reinvestment of the Reserves in the Crown:— I think your 
Excellency should assume that it is not impossible or even very difficult 
to dispose of the subject in a satisfactory manner in this Country, and 
I therefore do not desire to add any alteration in the remarks you have 
made on this deeply interesting matter, unless vou should feel it right 
to express a strong and decided opinion that the Lands should never be 
appropriated to any other than Religious purposes:— I feel a con- 
viction that the weight of your opinion plainly and solemnly expressed 
to that effect would be of incalculable value, and tend more than any 
thing else, to establish harmony among those who now entertain opposite 
opinions upon the only really difficult point in the controversy.— 

[The speech referred to is probably the speech at the opening of the 
session on Feb. 27, 1839.] 


COLBORNE TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 1I1p. 


Montreal. 

I hope no inconvenience will arise from the delay which has taken 
place in my reply to your letter of the 11th, inst, respecting the claims 
of Messrs Park and Claus— 

The claim of Park had I think been finally disposed of, after repeated 
applications, by the Executive Council, about two years before I left 
the Upper Province. The documents relative to his case are to be found 
among the records of the Executive Council, and in the Office of the Civil 
Secretary. 

A letter from Mr Ewart upon the subject of this claim, was con- 
sidered conclusive. As far as I can recollect his case is as follows. 

On my arrival at Toronto all the public Offices were dispersed, and 
the Provincial records lodged in places affording no security. I therefore 
proposed that the building now called the right wing, of the public 
Offices, should be constructed; but there being no funds at the disposal, 
or under the control of the Ex: Government a sum was borrowed from 
the Upper Canada Bank, on the responsibility of the Lt Governor, to 
defray the expense of carrying into effect this project. 

~ Ewart who it appears was the Partner of Park contracted to com- 
plete the building for £3000; and he proceeded with his work so much 
to the satisfaction of the Ex Govmt, that I mentioned to him that another 
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wing was intended to be built, provided funds could be appropriated for 
that purpose, and that I should think him entitled to have the contract 
for the work, and that I would endeavour to obtain it for him. At this 
time however we had no means. But on my representing to the Colonial 
Secy, that the sum of £7500 remained in the Provincial Funds, and 
might be expended legally in the construction of the much required 
public Offices; I was permitted to expend this balance. But the radical 
times at this period requiring that the Building proposed to be erected 
should not be contracted for without due notice that tenders for the 
contract would be laid before the Committee of Ex Council, under 
whose superintendence the public money was to be expended; Ewart 
was informed that he must make his offer by tender which he refused to 
do assigning as a reason for his refusal that many would undertake the 
work for a less sum than he could afford to give satisfaction to the public. 
In consequence of his persisting not to offer for the contract the building 
committee were afraid to employ him when others had sent in their 
tenders. Mr Ewart considered that I had promised him the work, I 
believe, and that he was ill used, and said that he would not have under- 
taken the first contract had he not expected to be employed in building 
the left wing. Many months after the buildings had been completed I 
heard of the claim of Mr Park who had, I think taken up his residence 
at London, and become a Member of the Provincial Parliament. He 
stated in his memorial that he had provided timber and materials in 
expectation of obtaining the second contract, and that his circumstances 
had been much injured by the shameful conduct of the Government &e— 
This is the history of the claim.— 

Now for Mr Claus. This gentleman’s Father held a meeting or 
council of the 6 Nations, at Niagara, at which, a few months before he 
died, a grant of 20,000 acres, I believe, on the Grand River was made to 
him by the Chiefs, ten of them being present. 

Lord Dalhousie objected to the whole of this proceeding and would 
not confirm the grant. I took the same view of it as Lord Lord [sic] 
Dalhousie, and refused to sanction any grant whatever. Mr John Claus, 
the claimant, said that unless the grant was confirmed he should retain 
the dividends due to the Indians, in his hands. Brandt complained 
bitterly of his conduct, and I was compelled to employ the Crown Officers 
to obtain for the Indians their rights. After a long and troublesome 
process Mr Claus consented by the advice of Mr Hagerman to render 
the money which he retained, to the 6 Nations; but there were not 
funds sufficient to discharge his debts forthcoming. He however prom- 
ised to give up all that he had, and made over 5000 acres, I believe in the 
Eastern District. All this occurred in the life time of John Brandt; and 
I informed Mr Claus that as he had restored the property claimed by 
the Indians, and as his Father had rendered service to the 6. Nations, 
that I would propose to the Chiefs to give up the 5000 acres which he 
had made over to them. John Brandt being strongly opposed to Mr 
Claus, I did not succeed in obtaining their consent to the grant, I however 
frequently renewed my proposal, and on Major Winiette [7.e. Winniett] 
being appointed, a superintendent I ordered him to bring the matter 
again before the Council in favor of Mr Claus, which I presume produced 
the correspondence between Major Winniette and Mr Claus, a copy of 
which you have forwarded to me. This history is to be found among 
the records of the Civil Secretary, and of the Ex Council. Mr Attorney 
General is better acquainted with the whole of the transactions connected 
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with this affair, than I am, for he had much difficulty in making the 
arrangement which induced Mr Claus to restore the property, which he 
had so unjustly retained— 

I heard from the Chief Justice a few days since. Not less than four 
constitutions have been prepared for Canada !— 

T am afraid I cannot venture to appoint Colonel Love a Colonel on 
the Staff— 

The misconduct and the pretensions of the State of Maine, has [sic] 
compelled me to order the 11th Regt to take post at the Little Falls of 
the Madawaska, ready to protect the Madawaska settlement. I have 
recommended Sir John Harvey to move up his whole force above Wood- 
stock, and Sir Colin Campbell to send him reinforcements; being per- 
suaded that if we do not demonstrate to the Americans that they cannot 
proceed in their aggression without fighting, we shall have soon a collision 
that will probably terminate in a war, which the General Government 
could not prevent— 


W. H. Draper To [ArtHuR]: A.L. 2p. 


[Place not stated.] 

Dr. Draper begs leave respectfully to solicit the attention of His 
Excy. the Lt Governor to the subject of the vacancy in the Office of 
Sheriff of Niagara, as Mr. D. has just heard that A. Hamilton Esq—has 
died. 

There is perhaps no office in the country which exercises so much 
influence over the people generally and certainly no one, which if the 
duty be unfaithfully discharged excites so much or so well grounded 
dissatisfaction. Mr. D. regrets to be obliged to admit that in too many 
instances, well founded causes of complaint have existed, arising from 
neglect of duty or improper conduct in the discharge of this function of 
Sheriff in various districts—and he therefore trusts he will be excused in 
intruding on His Excellencys attention and in earnestly praying the 
closest scrutiny into the competence of every candidate for so important 
a situation. 


Jonas JONES TO ArTHUR: A.L.S. 2p. 


Toronto. 

I have unavoidably been in Chambers to-day but have not with- 
standing perused with attention “‘the Draft Speech” which you were 
pleased to send to me and suggested some omissions, and trifling altera- 
tions— 

I consider it as altogether too long and as unnecessarily entering too 
minutely into the political history of the Province, for the past 
18 months[.] 

It is a repetition in some points of your proclamations and of facts 
before communicated to the Public, and does not appear to me to be in 
the ordinary concise style of such public documents— The concluding 
paragraphs I admire very much— 

I have now neither time, nor ability to reduce the prolixity referred 
to, but if you admit that a part of the Speech is open to the objections 
which I have stated, you can yourself curtail it, better than any other 
person— 
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[The speech referred to is probably the speech at the opening of the 
session on Feb. 27, 1839.] 


J. B. R[oprnson] To NorMaAnBy: L. initialled. 41p. 


London, Spring Gardens Hotel. 

A few days before your Lordships accession to the Colonial Depart- 
ment, the report of the Right Honorable the Earl of Durham upon the 
affairs of British North America was transmitted to me by the Secretary 
of State; and I was requested to make such observations upon it as I 
might think material— 

I have carefully perused it, and as a British subject and a native of 
Canada warmly attached to the Country and its Inhabitants, I must 
confess that I read the report with mingled feelings of astonishment 
and regret to which I cannot give adequate expression— No one will 
deny to this very important State paper, the merit of being ably written; 
but in respect to a document intended to affect such great interests the 
style is but a secondary consideration— As it regards Lower Canada 
there is much sound reasoning clearly expressed, but my acquaintance 
with the history of that Province enables me to say that there are also 
in this part of the report some mis[s]tatements of material facts, and 
some erroneous inferences; and what I think is beyond measure to be 
regretted is the unnecessary announcement in this Public document of 
certain opinions and convictions, the permanent record it contains in 
highly wrought language of most painful occurrences, and the recom- 
mendations of a rigorous policy which I fear it can serve no good purpose 
to throw before the eyes of an exasperated and bewildered people.— 

It is however the part of the Report which relates to Upper Canada 
that I read with the greatest Interest, and upon which I may be supposed 
more competent to form an opinion— If I were to say unreservedly 
what I think of the statements which are there given to the world, and 
of the inferences and reasoning founded upon them, I could scarcely 
expect your Lordship to believe me sincere— It is true that Lord 
Durham spent but five days on the soil of Upper Canada, one of them 
at the seat of Government, and the rest at the Falls of Niagara, as 
appears by His Lordship’s printed despatches, and as I also know.— 
The greatest part of this time must necessarily have been occupied in 
ceremony and in the compliments and congratulations properly attendant 
upon such an occasion— His Lordship therefore cannot be expected 
to vouch for much, if for anything, of what is stated from his personal 
experience or observation. But it is wonderful, how he could have 
suffered himself to be so strangely imposed upon— Your Lordships 
acquaintance with the Colonial Office is extremely brief, or I am sure 
I could confidently refer your Lordship to the documents which must be 
under your immediate controul, for a refutation of very many of the 
injurious charges which have been unsparingly dealt out in the Report 
against the Government of the Parent State, and against the executive 
and Legislative departments of the Colonies, and for the most decisive 
contradiction of the extraordinary statements which are made in it 
respecting the feelings and wishes of the people of the Colony and the 
estimates which they have formed of their own situation and interests— 
It is but too possible, though I hope not likely that a paper ably written, 
proceeding from such high official authority, and not to be accounted for, 
to common apprehension, by any interest or bias that could warp the 
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judgment, may have a considerable effect in unsettling the minds of a 
people whose assurances of contentment and loyal attachment, have 
been conveyed to the throne in spontaneous and grateful addresses 
from thousands of British hearts. There can hardly be any country 
in which such an appeal might not be attended with very injurious 
consequences; but I am quite satisfied that to the intelligent portion 
of the community, the palpable misconception of the State of the 
Country, the extraordinary incorrectness of the gravest statements, 
and the striking inconsistencies in the Report itself must be too manifest 
to escape attention— 

With such persons I trust it will not do harm; and indeed by the well 
disposed of all classes it can only be read with the deepest feelings of dis- 
appointment and regret. 

The report is so long and deals in so many subjects that to remark 
upon every point in it in writing, and in detail, will be a tedious labour, 
but as it cannot be otherwise than acceptable to your Lordship to find 
that the Government of England and of Upper Canada as well as the 
greater portion of the people of the Colony do not deserve the reproaches 
which have been thrown upon them, I will proceed in the task as my 
time and health will permit. In the meanwhile I wish your Lordship 
to understand that I am able to speak to most, if not all, of the matters 
adverted to in this report; and that I am now ready to shew at any time, 
and in any place that the Report, in most of what relates to Upper 
Canada is utterly unsafe to be relied upon as matter of information by 
the Government and by Parliament— 

It is proper that I should state to vour Lordship, what is known to 
your Lordships predecessor, that I can speak with claim to no other 
authority, than my individual opinion may be entitled to— My 
presence in England at this time is accidental; and has been occasioned 
by a temporary loss of health, from which I have by no means perfectly 
recovered— Iam not authorized to speak the sentiments of the Colonial 
Government or Legislature, and can have access to no other documents 
than such as exist in the Colonial department— But the personal 
responsibility which fairly attaches to my statements is not a light one, 
when the nature of my connexion with Canada is considered; for being 
a native of Lower Canada, I became at an early age an inhabitant of 
Upper Canada, where with the exception of short occasional absences 
the remainder of my life has been spent— In the discharge of my 
professional and public duties through a period of twenty seven years, 
I need not say I must have acquired an extensive knowledge of the 
Colony— Indeed, I believe I might venture to affirm, though I will 
not positively make the assertion, that I know as many of the Inhabi- 
tants of Upper Canada, and am known toas many as any other individual 
of whatever station in the Province— Of my judgment or my public 
character, it would not become me to speak, but I will state to your 
Lordship that if the latter shall be for any purpose called in question, 
I shall be found able to place it upon ground that your Lordship, I think 
will deem satisfactory. I do not speak of the public situations which 
I have filled, but as it may tend to fix the value which upon some points 
may be safely attached to my opinion, I will not refrain from mentioning 
that if, as Lord Durham remarks, ‘‘The statute Book of the Upper 
Province abounds with useful and well constructed measures of reform, 
and presents an honorable contrast to that of the Lower Province,” 
(page 55 of the Report) I may claim the merit, which in the Colony will 
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not be denied to me, of having myself framed, introduced, and carried 
through, more of those measures, within the last 18 years, than have 
proceeded from any other person. I might perhaps go so far as to add— 
more than have proceeded from all other persons together;— Still I 
am quite sensible that in speaking of a great variety of measures and 
occurrences, and only from memory, I may possibly fall into errors, 
but not I think in respect to anything very important. Before going 
however into a detailed consideration of statements, and opinions, 
there is one most material point, which I think claims the attention of 
Her Majesty’s Government, as it respects the Report generally, in 
connexion with Upper Canada— Upon some two or three points such 
as the granting of lands, and Emigration, it appears, that a commissioner 
was appointed to make enquiries in Upper Canada, and the result of this 
investigation, I believe has been, or is to be submitted, in a separate 
document which I have not yet seen. But the report as it respects 
Upper Canada generally, the past conduct of its Government, and 
Legislature, the acts, and intentions ascribed to parties and Individuals, 
and the supposed disposition, and desires of large masses of its people, 
is supported by no evidence that has been placed before the Public. 
The conclusions expressed are expected to be adopted implicitly, as the 
impressions of his Lordship’s mind; and there is no point, on which his 
Lordship has been more earnest, than that Parliament should apply an 
immediate and final remedy, (see last page of the Report,) for all the 
Evils, which are represented in the Report :— in other words that Parlia- 
ment should decide at once and irrevocably upon, whatever statements 
His Lordship has chosen to make. 

But my Lord, I venture to say that Her Majestys government and 
the British parliament will think that they owe it to their own character, 
as well as to the future well being of Upper Canada to reflect, that for 
all that appears, this Report, in regard to its most numerous and most 
important statements, either rests upon no evidence whatever, or if it 
has indeed been founded on any evidence, it has been the ex parte evi- 
dence of an unknown number of unknown witnesses, of whom unknown 
questions have been asked, by unknown parties, and by parties having 
possibly unknown views, and full of unknown prejudices. 

On what satisfactory ground can it be said, that the greater part of 
the 16 folio pages, which relate to the past, and present political con- 
dition of Upper Canada, may not have been formed upon information 
derived in the first instance from some obscure Political Lecturer, 
discoursing upon the affairs of Upper Canada in the presence of some 
one or more of his Lordships mission, at the table of an Inn, or possibly 
from the lucubrations of the Innkeeper himself— 

There are a considerable number of statements in the Report, which 
could scarcely I think have had a more official origin. It would ill 
become me to make this remark lightly, and your Lordship I hope will 
not think me capable of doing so.— I wish nothing to be taken upon 
my assertion merely, there are other persons resident in England whose 
character for veracity could suffer nothing by comparison, with that of 
any Nobleman or gentleman, whom Her Majesty could possibly send 
to Upper Canada, as a commissioner, and upon whose testimony I am 
persuaded some of the most injurious statements contained in this 
Report, could be satisfactorily disproved. And I take upon me to add 
that for the complete, unequivocal refutation of more than half of what 
is said, respecting Upper Canada, I can confidently refer to one witness, 
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Lieut. Genl. Sir John Colborne,—who administered the government of 
Upper Canada for more than seven years, who is at this moment, thought 
eminently worthy by Her Majesty to conduct in her name the Civil and 
Military service of Upper Canada, and of whose judgement opinions, 
integrity, and honor, Lord Durham has spoken, in terms of the highest 
respect and admiration. 

In support, of the gravest statements made respecting Upper Canada, 
there is nothing, my Lord, before the public which could be received as 
evidence before any Legislature, or judicial authority in Great Britain, 
in any matter affecting the interest or character of the humblest indi- 
vidual; nothing on which he could be censured—nothing indeed, which 
he could be called upon to answer; and certainly it would be strange if 
eight, or ten successive Governors—the legislature of Upper Canada 
and large bodies of its people, could be brought in judgement upon a 
proceeding, which in regard to any, individual whatever would not be 
tolerated— 

It would be more extraordinary still to suppose that the British 
Parliament can be likely to adopt, as a foundation for Public measures, 
mere statements of which it can be said truly, that those whom they 
affect, know nothing of the Evidence upon which they were made, 
know nothing even of intention to make them, and do not even now 
know that they have been made, at the very moment when Parliament, is 
entreated to adopt them as the ground for their proceedings.— 

When Lord Durham was about to depart on his very arduous and 
delicate mission, he received public instructions and suggestions from 
Her Majesty as to the manner in which it appeared expedient his en- 
quiries should be conducted. These were conveyed in a letter from 
Lord Glenelg, late Secretary of State for the Colonies, dated 20th. Janry. 
1838, and inserted, in page 6 of the printed correspondence— Those 
instructions suggested, a mode of investigation, formal, satisfactory and 
just, and if either that mode, or anything like it had been adopted, it is 
not within the bounds of possibility that His Lordship could have put 
his name, to such a Report, as has now been published— His own self 
respect, as well as the claims of justice, would have put it out of his 
power—for his Lordship would have found in the course of any enquiry 
so conducted that he could, with no more reason impute what he has 
done to the Government, and the Legislature, and to other parties, and 
persons, in Upper Canada, than he could charge them with having 
been, the contrivers of the Revolution, in Brussels, or of the Gunpowder 
Plot. 

Whatever may be the opinion in respect to the Ability of the Report 
apart from its facts, all who desire to act justly, and safely, will bear 
these considerations, in mind, and will remember that when great public 
interests are to be dealt with, the talent with which statements are made 
does not preclude the necessity of examining the evidence by which 
they are supported. 

It is probably chiefly upon the changes, which Lord Durham has 
recommended, that my opinion may be desired— _ I will therefore now 
proceed to remark upon these proposed measures; and I shall hereafter 
address to your Lordship, such particular observations, as I may wish 
to offer upon the statements, and reasoning by which his Lordships 
recommendations are supported[.] 

The measures suggested by Lord Durham as the result of his inquiries 
are these— 
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ist. That no time, shall be lost, in proposing to Parliament, a Bill for 
repealing the 31 Geo. III Chap 31st; restoring the union of the Canadas, 
under one Legislature; and reconstituting them as one Province|.] 

2nd. That the same Bill, shall contain provisions, by which any, or all 
of the other North American Colonies, may on the application of the 
Legislature, (of such Colony respectively be) [sic] with the consent of 
the two Canada’s, or their united Legislature, admitted into the Union, 
on such terms, as may be agreed on between them. 

3rd. That a Parliamentary commission should be appointed for the 
purpose of forming the electoral divisions, and determining the number 
of members to be returned, on the principle of giving representation, as 
near as may be, in proportion to population. 

4th. That a temporary power be given to the Governor of suspending 
by Proclamation (stating specifically the grounds of his determination) 
the writs of Electoral Districts in which he may be of opinion that 
Elections could not safely take place— 

5th. That the same (Parliamentary) Commission should form a plan 
of local Government by Elective bodies subordinate to the General 
Legislature, and exercising a complete control over such local affairs as 
do not come within the Province of general Legislation; which plan so 
framed shall be made an act of the Imperial Parliament, so as to prevent 
the General Legislature from encroaching on the powers of the local 
bodies|.] 

6th. That a General Executive, on an improved principle shall be 
established: together with a Supreme Court of appeal for all the North 
American Colonies— that the other Establishments and Laws of the two 
colonies shall be left unaltered, until the legislature of the Union shall 
think fit to change them; and that the security of the’ existing endow- 
ments of the Catholic Church in Lower Canada shall be guaranteed by 
the Act. 

7th. That Parliament shall revise the constitution of the Legislative 
Council, and that such a character shall be given to that institution, as 
will enable it by its tranquil and safe, but effective working to act asa 
useful check to the popular branch of the Legislature, prevent a repe- 
tition of those collisions which have already caused (as His Lordship 
asserts but certainly erroneously as regards Upper Canada) such danger- 
ous irritation— 

8th. That the entire management of the public Lands shall be confided 
to an Imperial Authority. 

Oth. That all the Revenues of the Crown, except those derived from 
this Source (namely from the Public Lands) shall at once be given up 
to the United Legislature, on the concession of an adequate civil List. 
10th. That the responsibility to the United Legislature of all officers of 
the Government, except the Governor and his Secretary, shall be Secured 
by every means known to the British Constitution— that the Governor 
as the Representative of the Crown shall be instructed that he must 
carry on his Government by heads of Departments in whom the United 
Legislature shall repose Confidence; and that he must look for no Support 
from home in any Contest with the Legislature, except in points involving 
strictly Imperial interests|[.] 

11th. That the Independence of the Judges shall be secured by giving 
them the same tenure of office, and Security of income as exist in England. 
12th. That no money Votes shall be allowed to originate without the 
previous consent of the Crown— 
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13th. that the Bill to be brought in for the above purposes shall contain 
a repeal of past provisions, with respect to the clergy Reserves—and the 
application of the funds arising from them— 

With regard to the first measure recommended—after a careful 
perusal of the Report, I am in doubt whether Lord Durham means that 
the two Provinces of Canada shall have an United Legislature only, 
retaining their Separate Executive Governments as at present; or 
whether he would Consolidate the Governments, as well as the Legis- 
latures. Certainly when he recommends the 31 Geo. 3rd ‘‘to be repealed 
and that the Canadas shall be re-constituted as one Province’ (p 115) 
he must be supposed to mean that there shall be but one Executive 
Government; that is, but one Governor, one Executive Council, one 
office for each Department of the Public Service, and one Judiciary 
establishment— 

On reading what is Said respecting the Union of the Provinces from 
page 109 to the end, I meet with Some expressions which confirm this 
View of his Lordship’s intentions, and with others that have a contrary 
tendency (page 113)[.] 

It is in the short passage quoted that the specific recommendation is 
intended to be distinctly announced; and there the language certainly 
admits only of the Construction that there shall be but one Province, 
and Consequently one Government.— But the expressions in page 116 
imply a contrary intention; for it is there recommended that ‘‘a General 
Executive on an improved principle’ shall be established—together with 
a Supreme Court of Appeal; but ‘“‘that the other establishments and laws 
shall be left unaltered,” until the Legislature shall think fit to change 
them. 

I may be in error; but I think His Lordship means that under a 
Legislative Union, there shall still be two Executive Governments,— 
subordinate to the General Executive, which is spoken of— On the 
other hand He certainly cannot intend that there shall be two Govern- 
ments in one Province; and therefore though he recommends that the 
Canadas shall be ‘‘reconstituted as one Province’’ I believe His Lordship 
means that there shall continue to be two Provinces. 

If, however, it were really intended to make but one Province of 
Upper and Lower Canada, then it is manifest that some very difficult 
provisions and arrangements which must precede such an amalgamation 
are left unnoticed—; and it is hardly to be supposed that the incon- 
venience and danger would not have been at least adverted to of having 
a Country so large as these two Colonies United, in which the Com- 
munication is in many parts imperfect, and at some seasons almost 
impracticable, to be superintended by one Executive Government, 
which must of course be stationary at some one point in this vast terri- 
tory.— His Lordship could not fail to observe that the Provinces of 
Upper and Lower Canada border upon no less (I think,) than seven of 
the United States of America—in each of which a Separate Government 
is established and in that Country, territorial-arrangements are not 
generally considered to be on too minute a scale. 

Assuming however that nothing more is meant to be suggested than 
a Legislative Union, such a measure appears to me to be liable to objec- 
tions which ought in common prudence to be decisive. 

I do not believe that the Imperial Parliament will adopt and act 
upon the assumptions proclaimed in this Report of ‘the hopeless inferi- 
ority of the French Canadian Race”’, or of the eternal animosity between 


58 


TORONTO PUBLIC {LIBRARIES 1839 


them and their fellow subjects of British origin— It is not in that spirit 
that the dominion over half a million of free subjects should be exercised; 
nor is it by measures that can be vindicated only by such reasons, that 
the tranquillity which long prevailed can be re-established, and Security 
restored— _ I attach therefore little value to any of these mere expedi- 
ents, by which a balance of power against numerical force, is expected 
to be attained in the United Legislature— They would not in the very 
first instance, as I believe, be resorted to, and as it is not intended that 
they should be permanent, they would be very unsatisfactory Securities 
against an animosity that is represented to be universal, and inex- 
tinguishable. 

I leave to another time the examination of the various arguments by 
which the proposed union is recommended, and content myself with 
expressing my conviction that the measure as proposed is liable to the 
following objections.— 

Independently of any more partial expedients that may be relied 
upon, it is intended that population shall throughout the two Provinces 
be the basis of representation. Upon such a principle, an assembly 
would in my opinion be immediately returned which would magnify 
exceedingly the difficulties with which the Imperial Government has 
had to contend. The opposition would be not less decided, and it 
would be more formidable: new elements of strife, would mingle in the 
contest— Upper Canada would no longer as a separate Colony 
maintaining her allegiance, and proceeding harmoniously in her legis- 
lature, serve as a check, and an example to the other Province; but the 
same confusion, the same suspension of Government, the same intrigues, 
and the same alarms that have troubled one Cclony would thenceforward 
afflict both— Believing the union to be a contrivance for forcing 
inevitably upon them Laws and Institutions which they unfortunately 
regard as Foreign, a sense of danger, (not the less sincere because it 
might proceed from narrow prejudices,) would combine every French 
member in a close phalanx against the British portion of the Legislature. 
The Priests, I fear, would animate and support them, in this struggle, 
upon principles and from feelings, which could scarcely subject them to 
reproach; and thus the Government would lose a very salutary influence, 
which at present I believe to be in general dutifully exerted; because up 
to this point, it is not felt by them that their religion, their laws, or 
anything national is otherwise endangered, than by the possibility of 
their falling under subjection to the United States— 

To put an end to all contests on this point, by making Lower Canada 
at once essentially British by the paramount authority of Parliament is 
one course;— to leave that to be attained through the agency of a legis- 
lature, in which French and English, Catholic and Protestant will be 
almost equally balanced, and in which therefore nothing can be looked 
forward to, but years of bitter, obstinate, dangerous contention, attended 
with universal jealousy and distrust, is another course; and in my 
opinion, a course much less rational and expedient, and much less worthy 
of the wisdom of this great Empire which has Interests at Stake even 
more important than the safety of these most valuable Colonies— 

I foresee my Lord, and I warn the Government that in the course 
of such a contest, temptations will arise, which may gradually lead into 
a new and fatal course of conduct thousands by whose noble fidelity the 
authority of the Crown has, hitherto on trying occasions been firmly 
and gallantly maintained— It is my decided conviction that a Legis- 
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lative Union of the two Provinces instead of being the means of extri- 
cating Lower Canada from her present difficulty, would but drag Upper 
Canada into it;—and that those highly respectable persons both in 
Lower Canada and in England, who from the best motives, honestly 
advocate the measure, as something that seems to promise relief from a 
situation certainly intolerable, would soon find that the only result they 
had obtained, was, the subjecting their interests and peace to the controul 
of a body equally unreasonable with that whose functions have been 
suspended, and less likely to be effectually resisted and restrained. 

Lord Durham must have felt that the anxiety and alarm which 
would naturally arise as to the consequences of such an experiment 
required to be soothed at least by encouraging expressions. He accord- 
ingly reckons confidently upon the representatives of 550,000 English 
constituting always a safe and certain majority over those who are to 
represent 450,000 French; but it is prudent to consider that an assembly 
so nearly balanced holds out no assurance of anything but a bitter and 
hateful contest, in which the casual absence of a dozen or half a dozen 
members would suffice to turn the scale. And, in order to make the 
Union a safe measure, it must next be assumed that the harmony of the 
English, both Electors and Elected, will be so universal and undeviating 
that they may all be reckoned upon with the utmost confidence as faith- 
ful to British supremacy; but I rather apprehend it would soon be found 
that no calculation could be a safe one, which did not make allowance 
for the Representatives of the discontented of all countries and Lan- 
guages, and for the influence upon Individuals of the powerful motives of 
envy, resentment, vanity, and misguided ambition— 

Indeed without taking any such allowances into account, Lord 
Durham appears to have some misgiving as to the probable result; and 
the prospect of a remedy which His Lordship holds out for a possible 
failure, is certainly not satisfactory; 

“Tf I should have miscalculated (His Lordship says,) the proportions 
in which the friends and the enemies of British connexion may meet in 
the United Legislature, one years emigration would redress the Bal- 
ance;[”’] (Report page 118.) 

The emigration of men of property and education from the United 
Kingdoms must, it is presumed, always be purely voluntary, and will 
consequently be casual and uncertain. It can only be the unemployed 
poor, upon whom His Lordship can calculate as being likely to be 
brought out suddenly, and in great numbers by the aid of the Govern- 
ment; and to rely upon this wholesale importation of votes from Europe 
to meet a political emergency on the other side of the Atlantic, seems to 
be an arrangement not in all respects convenient, and one which I fear 
no party in those Provinces would regard with much complacency ;— 
If the qualification for a Vote could be conferred instantly, and if a 
hustings were ready to receive the stranger, upon his arrival, still I 
apprehend there might be public Interests which could ill bear the delay 
of such an operation. 

With respect to Lord Durham’s second recommendation, it is obviously 
of little moment to consider it. His Lordship I am satisfied, is entirely 
persuaded that after what has occurred, the other North American 
colonies will make no application to be admitted into a Legislative 
Union with Upper and Lower Canada;— Whether it might not be in 
the power of Parliament, by its own authority, to constitute a confedera- 
tion of this description, in such a manner as to be generally beneficial, 
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is another question; but I have not the least doubt that the suggesting 
an Union of the Canadas with this attendant proviso, that the other 
Colonies may come in, if they like, is in effect recommending an union 
of the Canada’s merely—though it may have the appearance of some- 
thing more— 

With respect to the third suggestion in the Report it is merely acces- 
sory to the proposed Union; and as it may never come to be considered—, 
I will not trouble your Lordship with any remark upon it.— 

With regard to the fourth suggestion, I will also refrain at present 
from saying more upon it, than to remark that the sincerity of any 
motives which might be assigned by the government, for exercising a 
discretionary power of this kind, would not fail to be questioned. If it 
be intended as a temporary prop to the constitution, it will form rather 
an anxious consideration at what time that prop could be safely with- 
drawn ;— and it seems to be a painful difficulty in the way of any such 
measure of disfranchisement, that the violent rebel, the active loyalist, 
and the whole body of those who had quietly submitted to the Laws 
would be all confounded by it, and placed under one common disability. 

The fifth suggestion of Lord Durham could not have been made, so 
far as it would affect Upper Canada at least, if his Lordship had been 
aware of the actual nature of the institutions of that Province, and of 
the feelings and wishes of its people. 

There is in Upper Canada, and always has been, since the foundation 
of it’s [sec] Government, a provision for the exercise, within every town 
and Township, of a supervision through elective officers, of such local 
and inferior interests, as are not confided solely to the Legislature— i 
have not been able to gather from the Report a precise idea of the sub- 
ordinate municipal bodies, contemplated by his Lordship, and which 
in one part of the report are vaguely spoken of as a sort of quasi legis- 
latures; but I can venture to assure your Lordship, that in Upper Canada 
there is no want felt of any additional contrivances of this kind; that 
there is neither necessity nor pretence, so far as that province is con- 
cerned, for Parliament applying itself to the task of framing any pro- 
visions of such a nature;—that so far from being useful or acceptable 
they could only create confusion, by their conflict with very numerous 
Provincial Statutes, and would be regarded by the Inhabitants of Upper 
Canada, with astonishment, and with a natural degree of jealousy,— 
It could not be otherwise indeed, when it is considered how entire and 
unexampled a departure it would be from the policy hitherto pursued, 
and repeatedly avowed by the Imperial Government; and it is hardly 
necessary to add that nothing could be more at variance than such an 
interference would be, with the general tone and substance of Lord 
Durham’s report, in which it is recommended that the Legislature in 
all that relates to internal interests merely,—shall be made absolute, 
to a degree beyond what has ever been thought reasonable and prudent, 
either by the government, or by the people. (Report 101) 

With respect to the sixth suggestion, it seems to imply an intention, 
that though the Provinces are to be made one, there shall be two govern- 
ments— If the measure of the Union shall be determined upon, then 
it will be necessary to inquire into, and consider what that may be which 
deserves to be regarded as a ‘‘General Executive upon an improved princi- 
ple’, and then also many other details will have to be suggested, which 
have not been adverted to by his Lordship— 
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As to the securing to the Catholic Church in Lower Canada its 
existing endowments, there can be no difference of opinion— They are 
already amply protected by Act of Parliament, and neither would be, 
nor ought to be disturbed— 

The seventh suggestion of the Report is scarcely specific enough to be 
the subject of remark— [If there be any thing to be done, as regards 
the Legislative Council, and if there be any difficulty in doing it,—His 
Lordship has not made an attempt to remove the difficulty; for the 
recommendation is simply that Parliament shall revise the constitution 
of the Legislative Council. It is not very easy to estimate the force of 
the recommendation, that “it shall be made to work tranquilly safely 
and effectively, and that it shall be a useful check upon the popular 


branch without coming into collision with it.”— If Parliament can make 
such a discovery, it is difficult to say into what part of the Empire it 
might not be introduced with advantage— It seems however not to 


be a very reasonable expectation that there can be resistance without 
friction, or that a rock shall be able to withstand the rolling billows 
without occasioning a noise— The Legislative Councils in both Prov- 
inces have, under great discouragement, been steadily discharging the 
duties which they owed to their Sovereign, and to their country— They 
doubtless might have been more compliant; and might have surrendered 
many things which are still happily secure; But, on the other hand if 
their firmness and their adherence to principle, not for the sake of any 
selfish interest, but for the sake of their fellow subjects, and of the Crown, 
had been imitated, those treasonable designs I believe would have been 
early discountenanced and defeated, which have unhappily alienated, 
at least for a time, the affections of an honest but deluded people; and 
have occasioned to the Empire no trifling sum of calamity and expense. 

I persuade myself that Parliament will at least ask themselves what 
the Legislative Councils have left undone that they ought to have done, 
and what they have done that they ought not to have done, before they 
join in the censures by which these bodies, the most truly independent 
portions of the Government have in too many quarters, and on too many 
occasions been assailed—and that they will think it prudent to pause, 
before they break down that barrier which British subjects have seen 
and acknowledged to be their main protection— 

As to the Eighth Suggestion; until very lately the management of 
the Public lands, has in effect, been always upon the footing here sug- 
gested, being vested exclusively, in the Executive Government of the 
Colony acting under regulations, prescribed from time to time by the 
Secretary of State— A very short time ago the Imperial Government, 
not wisely perhaps, nor in strict accordance with the principles of the 
constitution, surrendered this branch of the public service, to the Regu- 
lation of the Colonial Legislature; and to take it now suddenly back, 
and withdraw the management of the Public lands (which is naturally 
a subject of great interest,) further than ever from the controul, or 
rather from the observation of the legislature, is a change that would 
require to be carefully considered ;— 

The soundest principle I think was that which prevailed till lately; 
for it reserved the whole for the regulation of the crown, giving to the 
Legislature convenient opportunity of observation, and of making 
suggestions— The Secretary of State did perhaps too frequently change 
the regulations; and after all the attempts, the best system may not have 
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been hit upon; but while it all remained in the power of the Crown, 
everything could have been done, which it may now be thought wise 
to do— 

With regard to the Ninth Suggestion that the revenues of the Crown, 
with the exception of those derived from the public lands, shall at once 
be given up to the United Legislature, on the concession of an adequate 
civil list, I believe it may be pretty Confidently predicted that this is a 
surrender which, upon such terms, will not very soon be made— When 
the Revenue arising from Public Lands comes to be deducted, the amount 
of Crown Revenue remaining, will be found not to be so considerable 
as to attract much of the Notice of the assembly;—and the demanding 
an adequate Civil List, in return for it, will be very like proposing to 
them to give a quid pro nil. 

The Tenth recommendation certainly is the proposal of most material 
change, and one upon which Lord Durham appears to rely more than 
upon any other, for restoring and maintaining tranquill[llity, but I 
cannot think that the expectation is a reasonable, or a Safe one, For 
many years past, these fine Provinces have unhappily been the scene of 
much political agitation, and party contention; and it is undeniable 
that the evil has increased, in proportion as the Imperial Government 
with the kindest and best motives, has shown a disposition to relax its 
control, and to waive its rights. 

Now I trust it will be carefully considered how far it will be likely 
to diminish popular agitation, if success in producing, however wickedly, 
a temporary delusion shall be certain to reward the authors of it with the 
possession, or the disposal of all the high offices of the Crown;— 

It is to be remembered that there is in Canada no Counteracting 
influence of an ancient Aristocracy, of a great landed interest or even 
of a wealthy agricultural class; there is little in short but the presumed 
good sense, and good feeling of an uneducated multitude, (which may be 
too much tempted) to stand between almost universal suffrage and those 
institutions, which proudly and happily distinguish Britons from the 
subjects of other monarchies, and no less so, from the Citizens of that 
Great Republic, where, (as Lord Durham has told Your Lordships 
predecessor, in a public Despatch 16th June 1838. printed correspondence, 
page 114) “the Executive power of the Government is a mere Nullity.” 
Lord Durham has intimated in his report more forcibly, I regret to be 
obliged to say than will be found to be just, that the assemblies of these 
Provinces have, in discharging the duties hitherto committed to them, 
displayed a degree of selfishness (if not Corruption) a prodigality a 
negligence, a recklessness beyond what one can think credible, If this 
be so, it is happy indeed, that they have not had higher and greater 
interests at their mercy— 

What might be the effect of the change of system recommended, to 
what result it might conduct the Colonies, can only be conjectured with 
the aid of experience— 

Such a constitution, in 1806, I think would have placed the executive 
Government of Upper Canada in the hands of a puisne judge of the Court 
of Kings Bench sent from this Country, who indulged the unfortunate 
ambition of being a popular leader, and was elected a member of the 
Assembly, after a period of agitation which made the first inroad upon 
the peace of a contented Colony, and which has left its traces to this 
hour. In 1812 it would have placed the power of the Crown, I think in 
the hands of a gentleman, who kept alive this unfortunate agitation, 
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and who in 1814 being a member of the Assembly of Upper Canada, 
was shot in the ranks of an invading army, having raised a corps to assist 
a public enemy, in subjugating the Province— At various periods since 
that date, it would have placed the authority and influence of Govern- 
ment, in the hands of persons who by their votes and resolutions in the 
Assembly countenanced the conduct of the popular leaders in Lower 
Canada when they were apparently on the verge of Rebellion; and 
whose own miserable fall and the unhappy scenes it has led to, it would 
be painful to dwell upon— 

But this recommendation need not be more particularly argued,— 
Within a few years, the Secretary of State has had occasion more than 
once to discuss under what degree, and description of responsibility the 
Officers of the Crown are, and ought to be placed in the Colonies— 

And when the opinions which have been thus expressed upon this 
point shall come to be considered, in conjunction with the recommenda- 
tion in question, it will not appear, I think to Parliament that any 
advantage to British Interests or any support to tranquillity in the 
Colonies would be likely to ensue, from creating that new species of 
responsibility, which in reality would be nothing more or less than a 
servile and corrupting dependence upon Party— It is but too obvious 
that a Colonial Government such as would be constituted by a strict 
adherence to this suggestion in the Report, would be an anomaly, without 
example in the British Empire, or in any other Country; and that in 
comparison with it the Republican Government of the United States 
would be strongly conservative— 

What effect may be produced by the publication of such opinions 
under such authority cannot be foretold; but if the Inhabitants of Upper 
Canada shall be led by them to desire as a boon what would be so de- 
structive of their security and happiness, the taste will be a new one and 
will have been created by the Report; and whenever such a system shall 
be established (if that be a possible contingency,) from that moment 
may be confidently dated the decline of integrity and independence in 
public servants, of peace and contentment in society, of security for 
property, confidence in the Laws, and attachment to British Institutions. 
(See report page 54)— 

The eleventh suggestion is that the Independence of the Judges shall 
be secured;— there would be no objection to this; but Lord Durham 
seems not to be aware that in Upper Canada the Judges were some 
years ago placed in that state of perfect security and independency by 
a permanent act of the Legislature, expressly concurred in by the Crown; 
and that in Lower Canada the Legislature were long ago invited to pass 
a similar measure. 

The Twelfth recommendation, if it be intended merely to introduce 
the usage, prevailing in the Imperial Parliament might very probably 
be salutary; though it would be difficult to enforce it, after so long a 
practice to the contrary. But I rather apprehend that to constitute the 
check which His Lordship contemplates it would be found necessary to 
carry such a rule somewhat further than it is actually carried in England. 

The last measure which Lord Durham recommends for improving 
the future condition of these Colonies, is ‘‘that all past provisions with 
respect to the Clergy Reserves and the application of the funds arising 
from them, shall be repealed,” in other words (for His Lordship suggests 
no substitute) that not less than 400,000 protestants who now inhabit 
these Provinces, and the millions who are to succeed them shall be left 
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destitute of any public provision to support the public worship of God, 
and to ensure the maintenance of religious instruction— 

In the report (page 13) Lord Durham presents a description de- 
plorable and almost incredible of the gross ignorance of the French 
Canadian peasantry; yet His Lordship is eloquent throughout in his 
commendation of the Roman Catholic Clergy, and earnest in his in- 
junctions that their endowments shall under all circumstances be pre- 
served to them, as they certainly ought to be, and must be. In this no 
one will differ from His Lordship. The Roman Catholic Clergy of 
Lower Canada are a highly respectable body of Ecclesiastics, generally 
attentive to their religious duties, leading innocent lives, undebased by 
scandalous vices, or senseless superstitions and exercising the duties of 
charity as becomes their sacred profession— 

All this I believe is true; but it is true also that they have commonly 
received their full share of praise— Others high in office have felt 
probably that in applauding them they could not be suspected of an 
undue bias in favor of their own national church; and from the feelings 
which often lead men to indulge their generosity while they omit to 
satisfy the claims of justice, the French Canadian Clergy have been 
eulogized, wherever the occasion afforded a pretence for it, while the 
merits of protestant ministers have very rarely (in comparison,) been 
made the subject of such high commendations— 

Now the very gross and almost inconceivable ignorance of the French 
population is forcibly and justly dwelt upon by Lord Durham as the real 
cause of the evils which afflict that fine province— But for the greater 
part of two centuries there have been throughout the French Settlements 
in Lower Canada in every village a Parish Church, in all cases decently, 
and in many cases richly endowed (Report pages 49, 50). 

If generations of men have been allowed to pass away in succession, 
without receiving from their Priest, or by his exertions the blessings of 
even the simplest and most elementary instruction; surely that bespeaks 
some defect, either in the system of religion, or in those who are its 
ministers— Where the blame lies, I do not undertake to determine. 
But I will venture to assert that if His Lordship had looked around him 
in the Lower Province or in the Upper, he would have seen numbers of 
Protestant Ministers of various persuasions, who badly paid as they 
are, and burthened moreover with the cares and expenses of their 
families, do not content themselves with merely dispensing the offices of 
their religion, but besides attending to these, and to every other duty of 
pastoral care and of charity, they are found unostentatiously but actively 
labouring in Sunday Schools, and by other means to disseminate among 
the rising generation such instruction as is necessary to fit them for the 
duties of life, and to elevate them above the rank of irrational creatures. 

Of these labors I regret to find that no kind approving word is said, 
or if any has been, it has escaped my attention— 

And while the report not once only, but repeatedly, enforces the 
duty of guarding inviolate the endowment which a Foreign Prince had 
the piety to provide for a Roman Catholic Clergy, (Report 49, 50) it is 
in the same Report recommended that a provision which a British 
Sovereign and the British Parliament, have made for the support of 
Protestant worship, (and the only public provision that exists, or can 
ever be obtained,) shall be totally and unconditionally surrendered— 

If this last recommendation should with the others be adopted, then 
the Province of Upper Canada, in which Lord Durham has thought 
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proper to declare (but certainly with little foundation for the remark,) 
“that the people have hitherto very imperfectly known what it ts to have a 
Government,’ (Report page 118) would probably, before the lapse of 
very many years, be in such a condition that it might justly be said to 
have neither a Government nor a Religion. 

Having now gone through all the recommendations contained in 
the Report, I will for the present trouble your Lordship only with this 
additional remark that I do not see among them any suggestion for 
ensuring an adequate support, or indeed any support to the civil Govern- 
ment of Lower Canada— _ It was the leaving the Public service in this 
respect dependent upon the caprice of the assembly, to an extent I 
believe unknown in any country in the world, whether Monarchical or 
Republican, unless perhaps in some few other British Colonies, which 
more than all other causes combined has brought on these difficulties 
under which Lower Canada is now suffering— The unconditional 
surrender of the Crown Revenues to the Assembly placed unhappily in 
the hands of party-leaders a lever of sufficient power to overturn the 
fabric of society, and they have overturned 1t. 

It is surely no satisfactory provision for the restoration of peace and 
security, which leaves the removal of this great cause of all the confusion 
that has occurred to the chance of events— 

Considering also, my Lord the very extraordinary circumstances in 
which both the provinces of Canada have been for some time placed, 
it would if I may take the liberty of saying so, have been highly satis- 
factory if Lord Durham had felt it not to be beyond the scope of his 
authority to suggest a course of policy, which should tend to confer 
upon their inhabitants a sense of future security that can never be 
created by the mere presence of an unusual military force. 

The exigencies of other portions of the Empire may suddenly deprive 
the Colonies, in a great measure, of this support; and what is wanted 
for restoring tranquillity, and confidence, is that a system of defence 
should be at once deliberately considered and entered upon, such as will 
make it manifest to Her Majesty’s subjects in these Colonies, and to 
Foreign nations, that Her Majesty’s authority is intended to be perma- 
nently upheld. The evils arising from this present state of insecurity, 
are indeed very earnestly dwelt upon by Lord Durham in the Report; 
and His Lordship has probably in another manner made specific recom- 
mendations upon this subject of which I am at present ignorant— 

[The above was probably an enclosure in item 752.] 


H. DRAPER TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 


[Place not stated.| 

I found reconstruction the shortest mode of condensing and I have 
applied that operation to such parts of the speech as in my humble 
judgment would bear it—and have endeavoured to gain strength from 
conciseness without at the same time losing perspicuity— 

If it suits Your Excellencys convenience it might be laid before 
Council this afternoon|[.] 

[The speech referred to is probably the speech at the opening of the 
session on Feb. 27, 1839. On the back of this letter there appear, in 
Arthur’s handwriting, some phrases which were used in that speech. 
See Journal of the House of Assembly of Upper Canada... Session 1839, 
p. 1-4.] 
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Heap To ArTHur: A.L.S. 


62 Park St. Grovr. Square, |London.| 

I beg leave to present t you a copy of my narrative. which I have 
published this day. 

I have sent it via New York. 


ARTHUR TO SIR HENRY HarpDINGE: LB.3, p. 22-23. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

As all the world just now take an interest in Canada Affairs, you, 
who fill no small space in that said world, must be interested, &, therefore, 
I am glad of an opportunity of manifesting a grateful recollection of the 
generous support you have more than once given me by conveying to 
you in the Speech with wh. the Provincial Parliament has this day been 
opened a somewhat detailed history of the past & present state of affairs 
in Upper Canada. 

It is very unusual, I am aware to be so prolix on such an occasion 
and cd. the Speech have passed under your view I have no doubt you 
wd. have cut it down just as you kindly lopped off all the excrescencies 
from my “Bradley Petition” to the House of Commons. 

So far as this Country and the feeling in the States are concerned, I 
am persuaded that a detail of events will do good— but, whether the 
Govt. may not think I have gone too far remains to be tested. I hope 
not! 

We are now quiet; but, the same feeling as before exists on the 
American Frontier, & in the States of New York, Ohio, & Michegan [szc] 
the ‘“‘Hunter’s Lodges” & ‘‘Patriot Societies’ extend every day and 
unless the President can now put them down, on their support future 
Elections will turn, &, if so, it is not difficult to predict how matters will 
go!— 

I cannot help thinking whilst we have time, that Upper Canada 
shd. be made a strong Out Post of the British Empire, & that our Re- 
publican Neighbours shd. look upon it without [sic] something like 
apprehension rather than as a weakly dependency wh. they may threaten 
at their pleasure—& so from time to time involve Great Britain in enor- 
mous expense. . 

We ought to have Arms, Ammunition Clothing, & Blankets for the 
Militia of the Country, with the Fortifications wh. the Duke of Welling- 
ton approved some years ago, and then we shd. hold up our head.— 

[Enclosure lacking. See note to item 669.] 


ARTHUR TO SIR JOHN MacponaLp: LB.3, p. 20-21. 


Govt. House, Toronto. {Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

When I left England you introduced to ‘my kind offices Mr. West 
43rd. Regt He is now on the eve of returning to England on his 
exchange into the 15th. Regimt., & I feel great pleasure in assuring you 
that the introduction was a favor done to myself, & that I have never 
met in the Army with a more gentlemanly, correct, & excellent officer. 

The more I have seen of him the more I have admired his high 
principles, & I shall be truly happy to hear of his getting the next step. 

We go on here from day to day not knowing what to expect! I 
opened the Parliament this morng., & as I thought it right to make a full 
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disclosure of the past & present state of the Country to the Legislature, 
if you can spare time for it, wh. I much doubt, you will perhaps take an 
interest in my long history.— 

The great difficulty now in governing this Province is to keep the 
Loyal People right, for they are incensed beyond all expression at the 
injuries they have recd.— 


ARTHUR TO SiR J[oHN] MacponaLp: LB.3, p. 21-22. 


Govt. House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

It gives me the utmost concern to inform you that Lt. the Honble. 
W. B. Macdonald of the 93rd Regt. in whom I am aware you have taken 
much interest. has embarrassed himself in a very distressing affair— He 
is accused of false play at cards & other conduct wh. if true is equally 
disgraceful.— 

Having looked carefully into the case I advised Lieut. Macdonald 
of all things to avoid a Court Martial unless he felt confident that he cd. 
rebut the accusation— but, he was bent on demanding one.— 

On communicating to the Comdr. of the Forces, I found that Sir 
J. Colborne was kindly disposed to acquiesce in my recommendation of 
allowing Lt. Macdonald to send in his Papers— but, he still positively 
declines any such course of proceeding & if he feels that he is innocent 
he is certainly right in so doing— 

But, this young man is so distressingly weak that I still consider, in 
regard to his friends, that, if it be possible a Court Martial ought to be 
avoided.— 

He really has not a just perception between right & wrong and in 
such a case if it be practicable a Court Martial certainly shd. not be 
resorted to. 


ARTHUR TO Ripon: LB.3, p. 25-26. 


Govt. House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

As everything connected with this Country is interesting I venture 
to enclose for Yr. Lordship’s perusal a copy of the Speech with wh. our 
Parliament was this day opened. 

I have as Yr. Lordship will observe greatly exceeded the ordinary 


- Limits of a speech & have ventured on some very delicate ground—but, 


the condition of this Country is such as to require a departure from the 
usual course— Iam not without apprehension that H. M. Govt. may 
think I have gone too far upon some points, but, I am satisfied such an 
exhibition of the past & future state of the Province will do good both 
here & in the United States. So long as this Province remains a weakly 
dependency so long it will continue to be a burden upon the Mother 
Country—as upon every movemt. of the Americans we are obliged to 
fly to arms and encounter enormous expense— My decided opinion 
therefore is that Upper Canada ought to be at once made a strong Out 
Post rather to be dreaded by our Republican Neighbours, than a vulnera- 
ble point at wh. they may assail Great Britain whenever it suits their 
fancy. 

Dissaffection has been well put down in the Province & as soon as it 
is generally felt that England will resolutely hold fast the Country, I 
have no doubt we shall hear less of disloyalty. The truth is—that 
there has been a most injurious apprehension that the Province wd. not 
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be fought for, & the wavering & timid have evidently thought of making 
the best terms they cd. with their expected masters & have been neutre [?] 
—which has been almost as bad as though they had been rebels. 

“The Hunter’s Lodges” and ‘‘Patriot Societies’’ continue to extend, 
especially in the States of New York—Ohio—& Michegan [sic], &, if 
the American Govt. cannot now put them down, I am convinced future 
Elections will turn upon their support— the President will in that case 
find it his interest not to oppose them— and, then, what can be expected? 
For political interest regulates every measure in the United States. 

With sincere esteem & with the most grateful recollection of Your 
Lordship’s great kindness[.] 

[Enclosure lacking. See note to item 669.] 


ARTHUR TO LorD Fitzroy [J. H.] Somerset: LB.3, p. 23-25. 


i, 


Govt. House, Toronto. \Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

Altho’ active operations are over for the moment & I have no fresh 
American agressions to communicate, yet, it is evident, that our Peace 
is alone secured by our state of preparation.— 

Lt. Col. Airey who commands on the Western frontier, informs me 
that Genl. Brady (who is a fine Old Soldier) had lately sent his Aid[e] de 
Camp to warn him of further movemts. amongst the Brigands, & I recd. 
yesterday letters from two very respectable men, both British subjects 
one resident in Ohio & the other in Michegan [sic] in wh. they inform me 
that the Patriot cause is still extending, & that vast numbers of Citizens 
continue to join it.— 

It is difficult for Yr. Lordship to understand the feeling, but I can 
only refer it to a deep rooted determination to extend Republican Insti- 
tutions wh. has manifested itself sooner than the Worthy Citizens were 
prepared to enforce their wishes by main strength— A Confidential 
letter wh. I lately received from Mr. Fox gives his view so clearly of the 
State of matters that I think Lord Hill will be interested in perusing it. 

In opening the Provincial Parliamt. this day I have departed from 
the ordinary course on such occasions, & have taken a large view both 
of the past & present state of the Province. I felt, of course, that such 
a detail was desirable as respected this Country and I had an eye to it’s 
[sic] effect in America also. 

I enclose a Copy of the Speech if Your Lordship will do me the favour 
to present it to Lord Hill... 

P.S. Your Ldship. will perceive by Mr. Foxe’s [sic] letter that he 
does not coincide with my view of giving a pardon to the Young Culprits; 
but, I think, it will have a good effect & I intend to persist in the mea- 
sure— There will remain at least a hundred of these Vagabonds for 
Transportation; quite as many as our Govt. will be pleased to be burdened 
with !— 

[Enclosures lacking. See note to item 669.] 


S. Fox To ArtHuR: A.L.S. 6p. 


Washington. [Marked ‘‘Confidential’’.] 

Your attention will have been anxiously excited by the serious and 
alarming dispute, which has recently sprung up on the North Eastern 
frontier, between the Governments of New Brunswick and Maine. 

I lose no time in informing you, that I yesterday agreed to, and 
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signed, with the Secretary of State of the United States, the inclosed 
Memorandum, containing terms of accomodation which we recommend 
respectively to the Governors of New Brunswick and of Mainef[.] 

I confidently hope that these terms will be accepted by both parties, 
and be the means of averting, honorably, the hostile collision which has 
appeared imminent.— 

Considering the State of things in Canada, and along the whole 
Canadian frontier, I am the more deeply impressed with the enormous 
importance of preserving peace, if possible, in the North Eastern 
Quarter.— The Memorandum has been forwarded without delay to 
the respective Governors.— 

I am happy to inform you, that until the result of the proposed 
accomodation shall be known, the United States Secretary of War will 
not seek to remove, towards the North Eastern Frontier, any part of 
the United States regular Troops, who are now so usefully employed on 
the frontier of Canada.— I cannot but fear that the rumour of dis- 
turbance in the North East, may have the effect of re-exciting the hopes, 
and inflaming the activity, of the piratical associations along the other 
parts of the frontier.— 


[Enclosure:] 


[ 1839 ] 
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H. S. Fox To JOHN ForsytH: M. 7p. 
[Place not stated.] 
Memorandum [.] 

Her Majesty’s Authorities consider.it to have been under- 
stood and agreed upon by the Two Governments, that the 
Territory in dispute between Great Britain and the United 
States, on the North Eastern Frontier, should remain ex- 
clusively under British jurisdiction, until the final settlement 
of the Boundary Question. 

The United States Government have not understood the 
above agreement in the same sense: but on the contrary, 
consider that there has been no agreement whatever, for the 
exercise by Great Britain of exclusive jurisdiction over the 
disputed Territory, or any portion thereof; but a mutual 
understanding, that, pending the negotiation, the jurisdiction 
then exercised by either Party, over small portions of the 
Territory in dispute, should not be enlarged; but be continued 
merely for the preservation of local tranquillity, and the public 
property; both forbearing, as far as practicable, to exert any 
authority; and when any should be exercised by either, placing 
upon the conduct of each other the most favourable con- 
struction. 

A complete understanding, upon the question thus placed 
at issue of present jurisdiction, can only be arrived at by 
friendly discussion between the Governments of Great Britain 
and the United States; and as it is confidently hoped—that 
there will be an early settlement of the general question, this 
subordinate point of difference can be of but little moment. 

In the mean time, the Government of the Province of 
New Brunswick, and the Government of the State of Maine, 
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will act as follows: Her Majesty’s Officers will not seek to 
expel, by Military Force, the armed party which has been 
sent by Maine into the district bordering upon the Restook 
River:! but the Government of Maine will, voluntarily, and 
without needless delay, withdraw, beyond the bounds of the 
disputed territory, any armed force now within them: and if 
future necessity should arise, for dispersing notorious tres- 
passers, or protecting public property from depredation, by 
armed force, the operation shall be conducted by concert, 
jointly or separately, according to agreement, between the 
Governments of Maine and New Brunswick. 

The Civil Officers, in the Service respectively of New 
Brunswick and Maine, who have been taken into custody by 
the opposite parties, shall be released. 

Nothing in this Memorandum shall be construed, to fortify, 
or to weaken, in any respect whatever, the claim of either 
Party to the ultimate possession of the disputed territory. 

The Minister Plenipotentiary of Her Britannick Majesty 
having no specific authority to make any arrangement on 
this subject, the undersigned can only recommend, as they 
now earnestly do, to the Governments of New Brunswick and 
Maine, to regulate their future proceedings according to the 
terms herein-before set forth, until the final settlement of the 
territorial dispute, or until the Governments of the United 
States and Great Britain shall come to some definite con- 
clusion, on the subordinate point upon which they are now at 


issue. 
(signed) (signed) 
iphsy Uake.< John Forsyth 
[ 678 | [Str] J[oun] Harvey To ArtHurR: A.L.S. 7p. 
Mar. 2 Gov. House, Fredericton. 


I am honoured & much gratified by Your Excellency’s Communica- 
tion of the 4th. Ultimo, which a deep domestic affliction has prevented 
my earlier acknowledgement of|[.] 

I now request you to receive my best thanks for your kind intention 
of Sending me a Map of a Province with which many of the most stirring 
& interesting recollections of a long professional life are connected—& I 
most sincerely offer to Your Excellency & to the Province of Upper 
Canada my congratulations upon the mutual Confidence & good feeling 
which evidently exist betwixt Your Excellency & Her Majesty’s Loyal 
& gallant Subjects of that fine Portion of Her Majesty’s Dominions— 
In this, I trust we shall be found equally unanimous in the Crisis which 
would appear to be impending, but which it will be my endeavour to 
BIS: 6 


March 5, 2. 


PS. An accidental delay in the transmission of this Note affords 
me the opportunity of acknowledging the receipt of & renewing my 


‘cf. “Aroostook, or Restook River, as some call it.” Ezekiel Holmes, Report of an explo- 
ration and survey of the territory on the Aroostook River, 1839, p. 38. During the passage of the 
bill which incorporated Aroostook County in 1839, the name went through the following 
variations: Arestook, Jackson, Restook, Aroostook. (Correspondence of the Legislative 
Reference Librarian, Maine State Library, March 4, 1941.) 
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thanks for the Map itself which has safely reached my hands & is very 
acceptable— 

At Lady Harvey’s desire I beg to name to your Excellency our fourth 
(now alas our 3d) Son who is an Ensign in the 34th Regt. & to add that 
nothing would afford me greater pleasure than to repay towards any 
one within my reach or influence in whom you may feel an interest any 
act of attention or consideration which you may have the kindness to 
shew towards our Boy,—whom our wish is, after he has served a reason- 
able & proper Period with his Regiment, to be attached to me as my 
Aide de Camp in place of his poor Brother.— 


J. B. Ropinson To ArtHuR: A.L.S. 4p. 


London, Spring Gardens’ Hotel. 

I am perfectly aware of the anxiety which Your Excellency must 
feel to have early information of any steps taken, or likely to be taken 
here which can affect Canada, and I have only deferred from day to day 
for these ten days, writing a second letter after my arrival here, for the 
unsatisfactory reason that I have nothing yet to tell you that can set 
Your Excellency at ease in respect to the future— 

My last letter from Your Excellency was written I think in Novr. or 
the end of October, just after you had seen Lord Durham—®& this I 
mention not because I am disappointed at receiving nothing later, for 
I well know how incessantly your time has been taken up & how anx- 
iously—but merely that you may know that nothing later has been 
received by me— Some time ago I forwarded to Your Excellency a Copy 
of the answer I wrote to Ld. Glenelg’s reference respecting the appoint- 
ments to the Legve. Council—& I mentioned in a former letter that at 
Ld. Glenelgs request I afterwards went to town to see him upon that 
subject— His Lordship was quite bent upon not making so large an 
addition as that recommended— Upon that point, it was useless to 
insist—& I had no little difficulty in getting him to go the length of 12, 
or as I understood of 13—& I found as Your Excellency once stated to 
me, that Sir George Grey was a great obstacle— He seemed to be 
kindly disposed, gentlemanly & courteous, but so much disposed to be 
what is called liberal in his ideas of Government, & especially of Colonial 
Governmnt, that He could not be brought to go against any opinion of 
this kind which he had formed however erroneously— & Ld. Glenelg 
seemed to be very much influenced by him— _ Since my being in Town 
on this occasion, I have ascertained what appointments were actually 
made, & regretted to find that Ld. Glenelg would not give way wholly, 
as regarded his objections to the names of Mr Sullivan & the Vice 
Chancellor, for the reasons which I before stated & which were really 
absurd— He settled it seems upon adopting one (Mr. Sullivan) & 
leaving out the other— I shall hear by & bye, I hope, how Your 
Excellency likes the course that was taken—& I will only add that I did 
what I could to procure a compliance with Your Excelly’s wishes— 

I have now been in town three weeks—during which time though I 
came at the request of the Secretary of State but little progress has been 
made— Lord Durhams report highly injurious, as it is likely to be to 
the state of public feeling in Upper Canada, will I trust not have a fatal 
infltiénce here— It is so inanifestly unjust, & unsound, that men of 
judgment & right feeling are not I believe likely to be carried away by 
it— There is much ability shewn in the paper, and for that of course 
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his Lordship has credit; but after the lapse of a few days, I have per- 
ceived I think that in this Country no one is so likely to be injured by 
the Report as Lord Durham himself— _ Still we must all feel that it is 
most unfortunate such a document should have proceeded from such 
authority— I came to town the very day it was presented—& on that 
day Lord Glenelg was no longer Secretary of State—his retirement can 
scarcely injure the Colonies—for he seems in truth to have been worse 
than useless— Every one calls him an amiable person—but all unite 
in saying that in regard to the Colonies he appeared to know nothing— 
to care nothing—& to do nothing— No progress whatever seemed to 
be made by an attempt to transact business with him— The change 
of the office produced a sort of interregnum fora week— The day after 
Lord Normanby took possession I saw him, which was as early as I 
could expect—and I then took with me & delivered to him a long paper? 
in which I gave my opinions in general terms of Lord Durham’s report, 
& of the thirteen recommendations made by him to the Governmnt— 
This I had been requested by Ld. Glenelg to furnish— I have since had 
two interviews with Lord Normanby—the last an hour ago— JI find 
his Lordship a much more satisfactory person in some respects to con- 
verse with, than his predecessor—he is quick of apprehension—exceed- 
ingly courteous & patient & appears to take an interest in the subject 
he is discussing— As to what may be his conclusions in the end, I do 
not venture to form any judgment— But it is so far encouraging to 
find that Lord Durham’s report is not thought to be a document worthy 
to be implicitly received and acted upon—for I am requested to make 
suggestions of what should be done—& this without reference to the 
Report in question. I return to Cheltenham tomorrow, where I shall 
spend three or four days in preparing my proposition & then return— 
I believe it will be in substance what I have already repeatedly stated to 
Your Excellency— Up to this moment I have strictly confined my 
communications to the Government—believing that to be the course 
most consistent with my duty & the most likely to enable me to be 
useful to Canada, since it leaves it in the power of the Governmt to avail 
themselves of any assistance I can render, on pleasant & respectable 
terms— but I have given the Secretary of State clearly to understand 
that if the Govt. shall determine to proceed upon a course different from 
that which I think will be wise & just, I shall take it for granted that they 
can not object to my placing before the public all that I have in the first 
instance addressed to them— I have also officially stated to Lord 
Normanby that I am now ready at any time & in any place to shew that 
Lord Durham’s report as it respects Upper Canada is utterly unsafe to 
be relied upon as matter for information & I undertake to disprove the 
greater part of his statements by evidence now in the Colonial Office— 
So far I think we have no reason for alarm— _ I have much labor to 
encounter—but I hope I shall continue to be equal to it— Sir F Heads 
book attracts much attention— It has brought me into a correspon- 
dence with Mr Stephen, which I by no means regret on any ground— 


ARTHUR TO Major GENL. [JOHN] CLITHEROW: LB.3, p. 27. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 
I have had the pleasure to receive yr. note of the 25th. Ultimo in wh. 
you express a wish that employmt. shd. be given to Mr. Rooke. 


1Probably item 668. 
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There is, as you may well believe, a long catalogue of applicants for 
employmt.; but, when it is considered what a laboring oar you have 
been pulling as it were, between the Two Provinces, I am sure any wish 
of yrs. is entitled to pre-eminent consideration|.] 

I will immediately make enquiry respecting Mr. Rooke, & if I can 
be useful to him it will give me much pleasure.— 


ARTHUR TO THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY [WILLIAM HowLeEy]: LB.3, 
p. 28-29. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I have the honor to ackg. Your Grace’s Letter of the 22nd. No- 
vember— 

Doctor Mc.Caul has also presented to me Yr. Grace’s note of the 
26th November[.] 

He has been most cordially recd. by the College Council & in enclosing 
Copy of their Minute I beg to unite in expressing my sincere & grateful 
acknowledgements for the trouble Yr. Grace has taken in this matter. 

The selection, so far as we can yet judge appears to have been most 
judicious, & it will be an additional satisfaction to Yr. Grace to hear 
that Doctor Mc.Caul expresses himself highly pleased with his reception 
& with the Institution generally. The appointmt. is of incalculable 
importance to this Province. 

[Enclosure is probably item 645.] 


ARTHUR TO COLONEL [J. F.] Love: LB.2, p. 90-91. 


Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I returned last night from the St. Lawrence, & your letter dated 
yesterday has just been put into my hands. 

It is quite a disappointmt. to me that yr. Regt. has not been sent to 
Toronto according to my suggestion.— 

It wd. on many accounts have been acceptable to me that you & your 
corps. had been at the Head Quarters of this Province; but, it is always 
my course in Military Matters not to complain. 

I have requested the Asst. Q. M. General to write to Colonel Gore 
and intimate my wish that the Detachmt. of your Regiment should be 
removed from Brockville to join the Head Quarters— I conclude it 
will be acceded to and Lieutenant Fitzgerald can then take charge of 
the Baggage as you wish.— 

I have also as you desire directed the move of the Regiment to be 
deferred for a week or ten days. 

With respect to the Artillery I understand Colonel Campbell is 
coming up to make some new arrangement for this Command.— 

I have all sorts of complaints respecting the late promotions and 
honorary distinctions. 

Major Fraser’s is certainly a hard case, & I wish with all my heart 
that they had given him the next step. 

He feels that, after all the labor he has gone through during the 
winter that it is a reflection on him to be overlooked; but, if this view 
of the case were correct I might feel mightily cast down myself which is 
by no means the case.— 
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ARTHUR TO Major GENL. [JOHN] CLITHEROW: LB.3, p. 28. 


Govt. House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I made enquiry this morng respectg. Mr. Rooke, & I was sorry to 
find that the Colonels who raised Regiments were not very solicitous 
for his Services wh. had occasioned his non-employmt.— 

There is nothing whatever against him, except, that he is not very 
active. 

In candor, I think I ought to let you know this, in a private note, 
but, pray do not mention it as I shd. much regret saying a word to the 
young man’s prejudice except to yourself in perfect confidence. 


ARTHUR TO ADMIRAL [R. B.] LITTLEHALES: LB.3, p. 29. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I have had the pleasure to receive yr letter of the 19th. January & 
shall be gratified to have it in my power to shew any attention to yr. 
nephew Lieut. Baker 73rd. Regt. 

His Corps is, at present, stationed at Brantford, about Seventy Miles 
from Toronto! I inspected them a few weeks ago, & had I known 
Mr. Baker was a relative of yrs. I would not have failed to make his 


acquaintance. 
We are all, as you wd. say, laying on our oars, not knowing whether 
we are to have a Calm or a Storm— I rather look for the latter— I 


beg you will remember me kindly to Mrs. Littlehales. 


ARTHUR TO COLONEL [J. F.] Love: LB.2, p. 43-45. 


Govt. House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I have just received your note of the 5th. Inst. Never, I trust shall 
I be again engaged in such troubles as have arisen upon the irregular 
mode of embodying Major Welbys Troop. 

Had he not originally undertaken to embody them without Bounty, 
or any allowance for Clothing, no difficulty or misapprehension would 
have occurred, but, I suppose he found that the men would not generally 
engage on those terms, and this must have led to his not having written 
to the Adjt. General by whom the order should have been issued before 
any steps were taken for embodying the Troop. 

I have, however, now seen the Adjtant Genl and Military Secretary 
together and have ordered the former to Gazette the Troop tmmediately 
and to send up the order by the express that conveys this letter to you. 

I am not surprised at the annoyance you feel, and I only wish such 
a service may never again devolve upon me of calling out such a force 
without an efficient Staff, and without having a proper remuneration 
for the officers who are assisting me. Sir John, I am persuaded is 
worried by communications and lessons of economy from Home, and 
must keep down the expence in every way, and most properly so, but 
there is a point at which economy ceases by cutting down necessary aid. 

Yesterday I received Sir John Colbornes answer to my intimation 
respecting yourself and I much regret that it is not more favorable. 

“T am afraid I cannot venture to appoint Colonel Love a Colonel 
on the Staff’. 

You could I am satisfied have rendered me most beneficial aid, and 
I am confident the Comr of the Forces is not aware of the extent of 
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duties which devolve upon me incident to the large Militia Force now 
in the Field. I declare that 20,000 Troops of the Line would not occasion 
half the perplexity or actual duty which results from 12,000 Militia. 

I am still in hopes I shall be able to get your services and if I could 
have had them with Major Bloomfield in the Adjutant Genls Depart- 
ment it would have taken a load of anxiety off my mind. But, in this 
world, we never can have,—and perhaps it is well for us it is so—all 
we desire! 

The 11th Regt have taken post at the little falls on the Madawaska, 
and Sir John Harvey has moved to Woodstock. Without coming to 
blows, I do not see how He can now settle matters with the Governor 
of Maine. 

Sir John Harvey declares that he shall not remain in the position he 
occupies and the Governor says he will not move from it. Most anxious 
as I am to avoid it I do not see how this can terminate without a General 
War{[.] 


ARTHUR TO GLENELG: LB.5, p. 144-158. 


Upper Canada. [Marked “No 54’’.] 

I have the honor to acknowledge your Lordship’s Despatch No 179, 
of the 12th. of December. 

Your Lordship has understood my Despatch marked ‘‘Confidential’’ 
of the 14th. of November, as appearing to charge Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment with a ‘‘neglect of my urgent demands, and with a remissness in 
providing for the immediate security of the Province.”’ 

Availing myself of your Lordships kind permission to speak with 
frankness, it will be, I confess, satisfactory to me respectfully to offer 
some general explanatory remarks, and, above all things, I am desirous— 
at once, and in the most emphatic manner—to assure your Lordship 
that such a thought never entered my mind as your Lordship seems to 
have apprehended. 

Having so long served under the Government, I know well the 
difficulties that surround every measure that is attended with any 
considerable expense, and the delay that is almost necessarily incident 
to the transaction of business in the usual course; and my object in 
writing so strongly was to gain the earliest attention to my represen- 
tations, which I thought were of the highest degree of importance; and, 
by marking my Despatch ‘“‘Confidential’’, I did hope to remove the 
possibility of giving any offence. 

With reference to my communication to your Lordship respecting 
the dissatisfaction felt at the non-adjustment of accounts, your Lordship 
makes the following observation: ‘‘you express your opinion that at the 
time to which you refer, the public creditors were ruined, in consequence 
of their inability to obtain their money, and that their case was exciting 
the greatest sympathy. I should deeply regret that real foundation 
existed for anything approaching to universal dissatisfaction on this 
account, but of this there is no proof’’[.] 

Your Lordship then quotes the following passage from Sir John 
Colborne’s letter to me of the 6th. July.— ‘‘With respect to the dis- 
satisfaction which prevails all over the Province at the delay which has 
taken place in the settlement of just accounts, I am without information 
from the Commissary General as to the circumstances which still cause 
the delay adverted to by your Excellency, but that he has made arrange- 
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ments for satisfying every claim that he can consistently settle. If, 
however, there are still claims which your Excellency would recommend 
to be discharged, it will be better that the Government should not require 
the usual Vouchers,—and lose by imposition,—than that the excitement 
should continue. I will, therefore, authorize all claims to be settled 
which your Excellency may be of opinion ought to be paid.” 

Upon this passage, your Lordship remarks: ‘‘I should have hoped 
that the authority thus conveyed to you by Sir John Colborne would 
at all events have removed any just ground of complaint— _ I regret, 
however, to find that you still advert to the same cause, as productive 
of discontent, but I have been relieved by Sir John Colborne’s letter to 
you of the 26th. of October last, which has been transmitted to me by 
the General Commanding in Chief— In that letter, he addresses you 
in the following terms. ‘In regard to the unsettled accounts upon 
which you appear to place so much importance, I think that the persons 
who have been most forward in drawing your attention to the cruelty of 
Government in not paying every iniquitous demand, as well as un- 
reasonable claims, have little reason to complain.[’] 

“(I believe the just accounts unpaid are very limited. I had 
formerly a better opinion than I now have of that croaking officer at 
Kingston, who has with great perseverance, from an early period, 
encouraged the complaints respecting the nonpayment of teamsters and 
Tavernkeepers; as if Government are not entitled to have the credit 
and time to pay accounts which every Individual expects in private 
transactions. It cannot be denied that gross impositions have taken 
place in the dealings of those who have brought in claims against Govern- 
ment, nor that it is the duty of public servants to resist unjust claims, 
notwithstanding the outcry and clamour of Individuals, who take 
special care to hold out the menace of withdrawing their support in the 
time of alarm. I am confident that the clamour is confined to persons 
who are more intent on acquiring Popularity, than anxious to protect the 
interests of the Claimants whose cause they have undertaken with so 
much activity. I hope this matter is nearly set at rest; and that the 
bulk of the loyal People will not be influenced by the pretended ill-treat- 
ment which the Volunteers received after their services last Winter.[’]’’ 

“(lf affairs are not managed with greater regularity and economy 
than they were during the last Rebel Campaign, the Commissary General 
will have great difficulty to furnish money[.’]”’ 

The Commander of the Forces, your Lordship will observe, addressed 
his letter of the 6th July to me, whilst he was in the Upper Province, in 
which His Excellency remained for nearly a month, and he possessed 
the fullest personal opportunity of satisfying his own mind upon the 
accuracy of my opinion as to the extent of dissatisfaction that prevailed 
upon the subject. I know, in fact, that the Commander of the Forces 
was beset with claimants at that time, and some of the persons, who 
then appealed to him, have since urged upon my attention, as an addi- 
tional plea, that His Excellency had promised that their accounts should 
be settled. 

The opinion of the Commander of the Forces ‘‘that it would be better 
that the Government should not require the usual Vouchers, and lose by 
imposition than that the excitement should continue’’ is decisive as to 
the great urgency of the matter in Sir John Colborne’s view at that 
time— it would otherwise have been impossible for His Excellency to 
give any such Authority ;— but it was not my wish, if it could be avoided, 
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that the accounts should be adjusted without the proper Vouchers, and 
I am not aware that they have been so in any instance. 

It was quite as embarrassing to me, as it could be to the Commander 
of the Forces, to answer these applicants. I have no doubt that many 
very unreasonable Demands were made; & it is very possible that there 
were attempts to practice gross impositions— and there may have been 
interested parties making the worst of matters and desiring to gain 
popularity, by urging the suits of claimants— but all this, as it seems 
to me, goes to confirm the view I have taken of the matter from the 
first—that a great effort should have been made to proceed with the 
immediate investigation and final adjustment of the accounts, so as not 
to suffer the matter to continue to be an exciting cause of that degree 
of discontent and dissatisfaction which was as much a source of uneasi- 
ness to me, as it was encouraging to the domestic and foreign enemies of 
the Province. 

The Government beyond all doubt, as Sir John Colborne observes, 
is entitled to have the credit and time to pay accounts which every 
individual expects in private transactions— but then Tavern keepers 
and teamsters in this Province are very needy persons, who cannot 
afford to wait month after month for their money: and most of the 
claimants were possessed of very slender means, and were incapable of 
giving long credit. 

And I most fully and cordially agree in opinion with the Commander 
of the Forces that it is the duty of public servants to resist unjust claims 
let the outcry and clamour be what it may—but, I hold equally their 
obligation to satisfy all just claims—especially those of needy persons— 
as promptly as possible. 

It was the delay, resulting in a great degree as I understood, from 
constant reference to the Commissary General who was residing in the 
Lower Province—and the manner of adjusting the accounts by the 
Commissariat Officers who struck out whatever items they deemed 


-inadmissible without any arbitration, or without assigning any reason to 


the creditor as the complainants alleged—and the regulation that pro- 
vided, unless accounts were rendered in a particular form and at given 
times and places, they could not be received at all; it was, I am of 
opinion, these concurrent causes which were deemed unjust and arbitrary 
by the community that created the sensation which I described, and 
which I so much desired to have removed. 

The accompanying letter from Mr Cummings [marginal note reads: | 
“30th Octr 1838’’], who is one of the most respectable residents in the 
Province, describes the feeling in the Niagara District. I allude to this 
document in particular, merely because it happens just to have been 
brought under my notice. 

But, My Lord, although I felt it to be my duty to press earnestly 
upon the Commander of the Forces, the expediency, as well as the obli- 
gation, of settling the just accounts of the importunate public creditors; 
and, although I with equal earnestness submitted to your Lordship the 
importance of appointing an officer in charge of the Commissariat 
Department in the Upper Province, as the best means of providing 
against a recurrence of so much confusion and ill-feeling, I, nevertheless, 
used_all the arguments that suggested themselves to my mind to appease 
the angry complainants; and, both at Toronto, and on my Tour thro’ 
the Country, I omitted no opportunity of explaining that the accounts 
were in a course of adjustment and pointed out, as forcibly as I had 
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language to do, that this cause ought not to influence any loyal person 
in withholding his services, if the country required them. 

The promptitude, therefore, with which the Militia and Volunteers 
of Upper Canada marched in aid of Her Majesty’s Troops in Lower 
Canada, and the spirit they testified in the affair at Prescott, I felt to 
be the most gratifying reward I could receive, although, as I have stated 
in my Despatch No 52, this circumstance must not be too much relied 
upon. 

Experience has proved the accuracy of the view I took in respect to 
the necessity of the early settlement of the accounts generally; for as soon 
as the storm began to rise in the end of the month of October, the General 
Order of the 20th. of October was issued by the Commander of the 
Forces (of which I enclose a copy) facilitating the immediate adjustment 
of all outstanding claims! 

Upon that paragraph of Sir John Colborne’s letter, in which His 
Excellency remarks—“‘if affairs are not managed with greater regularity 
and economy than they were during the last rebel campaign, the Commis- 
sary General will have great difficulty to find money’’— _ I must beg to 
call your Lordship’s recollection to the fact, that I was not in the Province 
at the time alluded to by Sir John Colborne; that it was from a con- 
viction that both regularity and economy would be best effected through 
the agency of an efficient Commissariat Officer who should have the 
general charge in the Upper Province—a measure which the Commander 
of the Forces at that time informed me he intended to carry into effect 
as soon as a Deputy Commissary General arrived—that I strongly 
recommended that measure to the attention of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment— and, when matters came to a crisis, it was found absolutely 
necessary, in order to carry on the service, to invest Deputy Commissary 
General Knowles with much of the responsibility for which I had been 
so long contending, as essential to the public interests. 

With respect to the other portions of Sir John Colborne’s letter to 
me, which your Lordship has not quoted, but which I now find have 
passed under the review of Her Majesty’s Government, I beg to trouble 
your Lordship with a few remarks by way of explanation, and to request 
your Lordship’s persual of the accompanying Documents. 

When I arrived in this Province in March last, the Militia Force 
then serving had been called out until the 30th. of June. I opened a 
correspondence with the Commander of the Forces to ascertain what 
Militia His Excellency would recommend should be continued after 
that period; I suggested that three or four Regiments of Militia should 
be embodied, and I transmitted for His Excellency’s consideration the 
Report of a Board detailing the terms on which men should be engaged; 
which report was prepared after a most cautious enquiry and investi- 
gation of the terms on which it was reasonable to expect that men might 
be enlisted, taking into consideration the rate of Wages &c &c[.] 

The Commander of the Forces did not at that time place the same 
dependance with myself upon the Reports of the proceedings of the 
“Hunters Lodges’’ and, consequently, did not concur in my proposition; 
but recommended that some companies of Militia should be raised, and 
stationed on the Western, the Niagara, and St Lawrence Frontier: the 
terms on which this force should be raised, and the period for which 
they should be engaged, the Commander of the Forces expressed his 
opinion ought to be determined by this Government. 

Thus the matter stood until affairs looked serious; then, it being 
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necessary suddenly to augment the Force, I published the terms which 
had long before been recommended by a Military Board. 

In a letter dated 21st. of October with which the Commander of the 
Forces despatched Major Phillpotts of the Royal Engineers to Toronto, 
His Excellency observes: “We have not a moment to lose in preparing 
on an extensive scale to repel the attack which our neighbours, it appears 
from the information we have received from all parts of the United 
States, are determined to make on our long line of Frontier. You will 
have heard from Mr Fox that the Washington Government have no 
doubt that an alarming organization exists in the States of Vermont, 
New York, Ohio, Illinois, and Michigan,—and that the Collectors of 
the different Ports all concur in their Reports as to the extent of the 
sympathising Societies, and of the preparation for invasion. 

“TI transmit to you copies of the Regulations and Orders which I 
intend to establish for the guidance of the Volunteer Corps on permanent 
duty, and those in reserve called Sedentary. I wish that the Corps in 
Upper Canada may be organized on the same terms. If, however, you 
cannot obtain them on the terms on which we raise them, either as to the 
extent of their Services, or the pay and allowances, we cannot afford time to 
hesitate— Therefore, you will proceed as you may think it expedient or 
necessary!” 

Before Major Phillpotts arrived, I had received Mr Fox’s communica- 
tion, and not a day was lost in calling out a portion of the Militia on the 
terms which had some time before been recommended by a Board and 
referred to Sir John Colborne.—and which were as nearly as possible in 
accordance with those which had been adopted during the last War. 
The Commander of the Forces, as your Lordship will observe by his 
letter to me of the 26th. October, from which your Lordship’s extract 
is taken, thought the terms too high, and made other observations which 
would have led me to pause, although I entirely differed from His 
Excellency upon the subject; but another letter from Sir John Colborne, 
dated the 27th. of October rapidly followed, in which His Excellency 
stated. ‘‘You will have the goodness to consider the substance of my 
letter of yesterday not applicable to the supposed pressing difficulties of 
this moment.— You will now, of course, call out 10,000 Militia, if you 
can get them to move.” 

Again, on the 29th. of October, Sir John Colborne thus addressed 
me. ‘In my letters of the 22nd. and 26th. Instant, I have so fully 
entered into your views of the state of these Provinces, that your com- 
munications of the 24th. scarcely require any reply. I beg, however, 
to mention that I concur with you in opinion that at least 5000 Men 
should be raised in Upper Canada, and I recommend your calling out 
10,000 Men, if you can, by your exertions, and by rousing the spirit 
of the loyal Districts, obtain their services—for I am confident that our 
Colonists can no longer submit to live in a perpetual harrassing [sic] state 
of suspense and danger, and that we must prove to the mother Country, 
by the extent of the Population that are willing to come forward, at this 
moment, and during the Winter, that they are ready to make any sacrifices, 
provided they are powerfully supported from Home.” 

‘“‘Raise as many Corps of Cavalry as you may think can be brought 
forward to act immediately to check the projects of the disaffected, and 
to prevent them from uniting.” 

Lieutenant Colonel Phillpotts—Royal Engineers—Lieutenant Colonel 
Farquharson—late of the Royals, and Mr MacDonnell, Sheriff of the 


50 


TORONTO PUBLIC (LIBRARIES 1839 


Midland District, successively arrived from the Lower Province with the 
most earnest entreaty from Sir John Colborne that I would get out 
whatever force I could on any terms. 

First, I endeavoured to raise a force by enlistment,—then by volun- 
teering from the Sedentary Militia—and, lastly, I was obliged, under 
the Militia Law, to compel the men to be drafted—a measure to be 
avoided at any time, if possible, but, certainly, to be dreaded, when 
there was neither Clothing—nor blankets—nor bedding—nor Barracks— 
nor appointments,—to give the men[.] 

This, My Lord, is a brief sketch of our Equipment. The rapidity 
with which a force was brought forward, I have no doubt, paralized the 
disloyal, who had long been intriguing with the ‘‘Patriots’”’ and ‘“‘Hunter’s 
Lodges”’ and checked the progress of the Brigands. 

To the part I have taken in the matter, it has not been my wish to 
alludé in any manner; nor, to the difference of opinion which existed 
between Sir John Colborne and myself as to the time for preparation,— 
in which I gave way without the least interruption of a cordial good 
feeling,—and although events have proved that the course I recom- 
mended would have saved large sums to the public. 

But, in your Despatch No 180, of the 13th. of December, your 
Lordship instructs me not only that “Her Majesty’s Government are 
anxious that, in all points connected with the defence of the Province, 
you should communicate with Sir John Colborne,’’—but that I should 
“fact in entire accordance with his directions, and that all future arrange- 
ments in respect to Militia or Volunteers should be made subject to his 
sanction and approval’’—as though Her Majesty’s Government were 
impressed with the idea that I had not been acting in concert with, but 
rather had been pursuing some course in opposition to, Sir John Col- 
borne’s views. I have felt myself, therefore, called upon to place my 
proceedings before Her Majesty’s Government in their true light; and, 
as your Lordship appears to have obtained Sir John Colborne’s letters 
from the Horse Guards, I hope I may confidently depend upon your 
Lordship’s protection so far as not to allow my measures to be mis- 
understood by the General Commanding in Chief, or by the Secretary 
at War, in consequence of the Instructions which your Lordship has 
been pleased to convey to me respecting the Militia—which virtually, 
deprive me of any future control over the Constitutional Force of the 
Country. 

The great expense that has fallen upon the Nation I can readily 
understand to be a most serious consideration from which Her Majesty’s 
Governt. feel it to be a duty to relieve the country by every prudent 
means and carefully to investigate whether any unnecessary expenditure 
in embodying Troops, has been incurred, so as to check it for the future. 

From the extracts I have from Sir John Colbornes communications 
your Lordship will perceive what was the excitement of the moment; 
and, that, as to the manner of calling out the Militia at the last emer- 
gency, I had no option. 

The people of this Country, though smarting under the accumulated 
injuries they have sustained, have, through their representatives, ex- 
pressed their conviction that my measures had “given immediate confi- 
dence to the country, and insured the security of the Province, and for 
which your Excellency is entitled to the gratitude and thanks of the 
People.” 

Her Majesty’s Minister at Washington, to whom I am personally 


1839 


ARTHUR PAPERS &1 


unknown, makes the following observations in his communication to 
me marked ‘‘Confidential” of the 31st. January of which I did myself 
the honor to enclose a copy in my Despatch No 33: ‘‘The invading 
Brigands, and their employers appear to be thoroughly beaten down 
and discouraged, and as you will have observed from the proceedings of 
various public meetings in the American Frontier Towns, a superior 
class of Citizens, and men of more character and influence than before, 
are at length beginning to exert themselves independently of the General 
Government, and of official authorities for the suppression of the piratical 
War. I hope that I am not deceived in this opinion: but I am well aware 
that the change is not to be attributed to any improvement, in national 
morality, on the part of the American People; but, mainly, to your own 
prompt and vigourous [szc] conduct in the defence of the Province, and 
in the administration of its Government; to the formidable display of 
British Military Force; and to the noble and heroic front which the loyal 
Canadians have themselves opposed to the danger’’[.] 

“T have carefully watched the feelings produced in the Country, 
by the execution of the leading American Brigands, captured at Prescott. 
This severe and just chastisement has, I believe, produced its complete 
effect. The example was absolutely necessary’’[.] 

“It was a source of extreme satisfaction to me to observe that no 
disaffected Canadians joined the American Invaders after their landing, 
either at Prescott or at Sandwich. The importance of this fact, viewed 
within the United States is incalculable. If the Invaders had held 
possession of any part of the Province for a single week, and been joined 
by a plausible number of Canadian Rebels, the rush of armed Plunderers 
to their assistance from this side would have been overwhelming. And, 
although, even in that case, the War would have had it’s [sic] origin from 
within a Foreign Country, yet the aspect of the affair to the world in 
general would have been quite different. If a shadow of excuse, more- 
over, had been afforded for dignifying the contest with the name of Civil 
War, I have no doubt that the conduct of many of the United States 
Authorities would have swerved to meet the occasion. They would 
then have assumed a high & offensive tone of neutrality, and would have 
raised the combined armament of rebels and Brigands to the rank of a 
lawful Belligerent. The ruin and mischief done in a few weeks to the 
Province, might have been terrible; and a national war would have hardly 
failed to follow. These evils have been averted by the loyal and coura- 
geous behaviour of the British Canadians, and more than all by the early 
and extensive Military preparations which you had wisely made to 
meet the danger.”’ 

Such is the opinion formed by Her Majesty’s Minister at Washington. 
I shall not trouble your Lordship with any comment upon this long 
extract beyond expressing the satisfaction I feel that the awful calamity 
has been averted which Mr Fox considers,—and the whole Body of 
Patriots and Hunters with the most mortified feelings consider—was 
frustrated by the measures which were adopted in this Province[.] 

Could the loyalty of the Militia as a Body have been depended upon, 
and had this force been properly organized, the service might have been 
very differently arranged, but it is not easy for Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment to estimate the difficulties which have laid in my way in this and 
in many other matters during the past twelve months. 

With respect to fortifying the Province, I certainly did consider the 
measure of great moment, as tending to give a confidence to the People 
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of Canada that it was the determination of Her Majestys Government 
to retain the Country— but I am sorry that I should have expressed 
myself so as to have conveyed the impression that this was the main 
object I had in view. 

As regards to the 2,000 sets of Cavalry Arms and accoutrements, 
I could not do more than inform your Lordship that a Requisition had 
been transmitted for them by my Predecessor, and that they were much 
required; but of the fate of that Requisition there was no information in 
this Government except that it had not been complied with. 

With respect to the Small Arms, I found many hundred Stand which 
I inspected after my arrival, in a very bad state, and there was, besides 
great deficiency to arm the population of such an extended Frontier for 
we have certainly not less than 800 miles open to treacherous, vindictive 
and restless hordes of Ruffians, for whom the Ice forms a bridge into this 
Province during the Winter and Steam Vessels the utmost facilities to 
menace us during the summer months at any point they please. 

In Despatch No 192, of the 22nd. Augt, your Lordship observes: 
‘Gt is a matter of the deepest moment to ascertain into whose hands the 
arms have fallen, and I have no doubt that you have already turned your 
attention to that subject. In the present circumstances of the Province, 
it is particularly important that this point should be ascertained.|[’’] 

Your Lordship is aware that the arms are in charge of the Ordnance— 
and from that Department, which is situated at Kingston, no report was 
ever made to me that any arms were unaccounted for— the first inti- 
mation that I remember to have received upon the subject was from the 
Commander of the Forces in his letter of the 6th. of July; my observa- 
tions, in reply, your Lordship will find in my letter to Sir John Colborne 
of the 8th. of July, in which it will be found that I communicated to him 
much to the same effect as I did to your Lordship. 

At the same time, I promulgated order after order both through the 
Asst Adjutant General of Her Majesty’s Regular Forces, and the Adju- 
tant General of the Militia, upon the subject; and, with my Despatch 
No 52 of the 6th. of August last, I transmitted to your Lordship copies 
of those Orders which I hoped would have satisfied your Lordship that 
I had fully anticipated your wishes. 

At the end of this month, which completes the Military year, the 
Ordnance will prepare their annual Return, and I shall then have it in 
my power to inform your Lordship if there be any deficiency of Arms. I 
beg to add that no arms have been issued but upon approved Requisitions 
since my arrival in the Province. 

When I inspected the Stores at Kingston the Asst Quarter Master 
General accompanied me— I have the honor to enclose a letter from 
him in which he states his recollection of what passed with respect to 
the condition of the arms when they were issued to the Militia. 

[Enclosures lacking.] 


ARTHUR TO COLONEL [RICHARD] BuLLock: LB.3, p. 30. 


Govt. House, Toronto. {Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I make the present communication to you with some apprehension 
that I may be misunderstood agt. wh. I wish to guard. 

The Shreivalty [sic] of the Niagara District is vacant—: it is the 
best, I understand in the Province, & by the latest returns the gross 
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receipts were £1100 per annum. If you wish to accept the appointmt. 
it is open to you. 

On no acct. suppose that I have the slightest doubt of yr. perfectly 
disinterested & honourable conduct in discharging the duties of the 
Office, you now fill; but, referring to the differences wh. have taken 
place between Colonel O’Hara & yrself. wh. I am sure must have been 
painful to you, & to the length of time since you were actively employed 
in Military Matters it has occurred to me that you might desire such a 
retreat, as happens now to present itself, & is, as I understand, so much 
more valuable in a pecuniary point of view.— 

The appointmt., I find, must be made without delay.— 


ARTHUR TO PLOMER YouNG: LB.2, p. 45. 


Government House, Toronto. 
I beg to acknowledge your letter of the 5th. Inst with its enclosures. 
It gave me much pleasure after the affair at Prescott to bring your 
name especially under the notice of the Secretary of State; and if any 
reference be made to me, I shall with pleasure assist your views. 
[Superscription reads: ‘‘Major Plomer Young Comg at Prescott”’.] 


ARTHUR TO PLUMER [i.e. PLoMER] YouNG: LB.3, p. 27. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 
[Another copy of item 688, with slight variations.] 


RUSSELL TO ARTHUR: A.L. 


Whitehall, |London.] 

Lord John Russell presents his Compliments to Sir George Arthur, 
and begs to send him a Letter which He has received from Lord Tavistock, 
and which has been sent to Lord John. It is from a very respectable 
Clergyman in Bedfordshire, and it will afford Lord John Russell pleasure 
if His Sons should come under the notice of Sir George Arthur that He 
will extend to them his Countenance & protection. 


[Enclosure:] 
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Mar. 4 

Ja[ME]S DE LA HOooKE To Tavistock: A.L.S. 4p. 
Gravenhurst, Stlsoe. 

A short time since your Lordship very kindly asked Lord 

John Russell to appoint my Son Surgeon of the Juvenile 
Prison in the Isle of Wight, but as the Salary was very small 
and residence was necessary we thought under such circum- 
stances that it could not answer his purpose. He is now, 
with his Brother, who is about 19 years old, going out to settle 
in Upper Canada where he intends to practise his profession, 
the other intending to farm on some land which I am just 
making arrangements to purchase. I am informed that a 
letter to the Governor Sir George Arthur or any other person 
of influence in that Colony will be of the greatest service to 
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them, as shewing they are not mere adventurers or persons 
who have left their native land under circumstances of a dis- 
graceful nature. It is therefore that I would take the liberty 
of asking your Lordship to give them such either through 
Lord John Russell or Lord Normanby.— Your Lordship 
will be pleased to observe that I do not ask for any kind of 
office or appointment for them, my only desire is that they 
may appear in the Colony as respectable & honorable Young 
Men & which I pledge myself to your Lordship they are. 
They will leave England in less than three Weeks and if in 
the mean time your Lordship would interest yourself for them 
in the manner I have mentioned I should ever feel most 
grateful[.] 


BANK oF Upper Canapa: M. handwritten on printed form. 


Toronto. 

[Certificate that ‘‘The Honorable John Macaulay’’ has deposited 
£1847 ..5..8 currency to the credit of ‘‘The Honorable J. H. Dunn, 
Receiver Gen’’. Signed ‘“‘Thos G Ridout Cashier’’.] 


[ 693 | [Str] J[oHn] Harvey To Artuur: A.L.S. 


Mar. 13 


Government House, Fredericton, N.B. 

I have to acknowledge & to thank Your Excellency for the Copy of 
the very luminous Speech with which you opened the Session of the 
Legislature of Upper Canada on the 27th. Ultimo.— 


[ 694 | R. B. SULLIVAN TO THE LIEUT GOVERNOR [ARTHUR]: A.L.S. 4p. 


[ 1839 | 
[c. Mar. 15 | 


Leg. Council Chamber, |Toronto.] ° 

I have just been conversing with the Hon. John Hamilton on the 
subject of the exportation of cattle. 

He says that it has taken place only to a trifling extent. That it is 
accounted for by the low price of Hay. on the frontier which enables 
the farmers. or rather forces them, to dispose of their superabundant 
Hay &c in the feeding of Cattle and that probably the cattle when 
fatted will be sent into the Province again if the market should be 
favourable[.] 

To this Mr. Hamilton adds that the Notes of the suspended Banks 
in Canada are at a discount: and as Cash cannot be procured for them 
by the Holders the[y] Convert them into Cattle. which they sell in the 
U States for current money|.] 

Thus, if the notes of our Banks should be at 20 per cent discount in 
Rochester, a purchaser of Cattle can afford to give 100. Dollars for an 
ox in Canada and to sell the same for 80 dollars of current money[.] 

I send this Explanation to Your Excellency. that you may be in 
possession of what I consider a reasonable view. of the case. so that it 
can be mentioned in any despatch to Lower Canada. or in any conversa- 
tion on the subject. 

I must say that upon consideration I think the purchasing our cattle 
by way of starving us. into submission is utterly chimerical. Let the 
Banks resume and instead of cattle the Americans will probably take 
away Gold and silver— 
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C. B. TURNER TO ArtHUR: A.L.S. 5p 


Cornwall, [U. C.] 

There are Americans in this District purchasing Cattle to take over 
the River; I wish to know whether you think it right they should do so 
in the present state of affairs, and whether you think that I should be 
justified in detaining them;— In the fall of last year a great many 
were purchased and taken over. 

The time is now drawing near when the time of Service of the Militia 
will expire, and it is my firm opinion that this Post should not be left 
without a Battalion from its Central situation. I have already through 
the Asst. Military Secretary recommended that the Honble. Colonel 
VanKoughnet should be allowed to raise a Battalion for 18 Months 
Service, which could easily be done just previous to the disembodying 
of the Corps. 

I have much pleasure in assuring your Excellency that in the event 
of a rupture with the United States that I have four Battalions in this 
District capable of taking the Field in Offensive operations and that 
would manceuvre with regular Troops, Viz the 3rd. 4th & 5th Pro- 
visional Battalions, and the 3rd Glengarry Regt., the 4th. Glengarry 
and the Dundas Regt. have been so much on detached duty that they 
would not be so efficient in the Field, but a very short time would make 
them so. I lately inspected the Dundas Militia at Mariatown and the 
5th. Provisional Battalion at Lancaster[;] they are both a fine body of 
Men but the latter Regt. is beautifully equipped and clothed, and they 
have been occasionally drilled under the experienced eye of Colonel 
Carmichael[;] the 3rd. and 4th. Provisional Battalions and the 3rd. 
Glengarry Regt. I have had under my own charge as well as the Cornwall 
Troop of Cavalry and the Cornwall Light Infantry under Captain 
Crawford, and I only wish I had an opportunity of shewing them to 
your Excellency. The 3rd. Provisional Battalion under Colonel Van 
Koughnet I cannot praise sufficiently, both as to their Field Movements 
and their conduct in quarters; and I beg to state that this Regt. and the 
Cornwall Company of Volunteers have offered their Services in New 
Brunswick, which have been accepted by the Commander of the Forces | 
should their Services be required there. . . 

C. B. Turner 
Colonel Comg 
E[astern] D[istrict]. 


ARTHUR TO COLBORNE: LB.2, p. 53-55. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I have the honor to enclose for Yr. Excellency’s Consideration a 
letter addressed to me by Capt. Sandom respectg. the great want of 
Ports on the British side of Lake Erie there not being, at present, one 
place from Grand River to Amherstburg into wh. a vessel cd. run for 
shelter. 

Capt. Sandom recommends as being of the utmost importance— 
first—‘‘the formation of good & substantial Piers at the mouth of the 
Grand River—the Western Pier to be extended 200 feet, the Eastern 
Pier from the old Govt. House to be about 400 feet—’”’ And that ‘‘the 
mouth of the River shd. be protected by two Martello Towers.—[’’] 

Secondly. ‘‘The Eastern part of Long Point where a floating Light 
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shd. be placed. the Channel inside Long Point Carefully buoyed off, 
& Piers formed at the Upper gap where shd. also be placed a Light 
House.”’ 

thirdly. Port Stanley where the Piers shd. be properly constructed 
& a Martello Tower built. 

Fourth— ‘‘Roundeau” the benefit & importance of wh. as a Port 
Capt. Sandom very clearly & fully explains.— 

If only one of these works can be undertaken, Capt Sandom recom- 
mends that the repairs & correct formation of the Piers at Port Stanley 
shd. be selected. 

I am informed that the Grand River Company are bound to construct 
and keep the Piers in order at the Entrance of that River; but from the 
want of funds, they have never been able to complete the undertaking—~ 
I shall, however, ascertain whether they may not be compelled to execute 
the work forthwith. 

With respect to all the other necessary works recommended by 
Capt Sandom the funds of this Province are so much exhausted & 
property so depreciated that, I fear, there is but little prospect of pro- 
ceeding with any of these improvemts. unless they are undertaken as 
part of the Military defence of the Province, & defrayed by H. M. 
Govt.—& under this consideration I am anxious to submit the matter 
to Yr. Exys. decision.— 

[Enclosure lacking.] 


[Lorp] Fitzroy [J. H.] Somerset TO ArtHuR: A.L.S. 2p. 


Horse Guards, [London.| 

Altho’ very unwilling to encroach upon your time unnecessarily, I 
cannot deny myself the satisfaction of expressing to you my sense of 
the kind manner in which you received my letter on behalf of Mr H 
Boys— _ I am exceedingly obliged to you and feel satisfied that if you 
have an opportunity of improving his condition you will exert your 
influence in favour of a most deserving gentleman|.] 


J. B. Rosrnson To [ARTHUR]: A.L.S. 17p. 


London, Spring Gardens. 

You must, I am sure, be very anxious to know what is doing here at 
this moment, & what likely to be done— and Your Excellency I dare say, 
as well as all the rest of the Canadian world, will be a little vexed to find 
that there is nothing more to tell than either the Great Western or I 
can communicate— _ I find by my letters that the U C, Legislature was 
to meet on the 27 Feby—& not the 23d. as the N. York papers stated— 
By this time Your Excellency has had nearly a month’s experience in 
Legislative proceedings, & I trust it has been agreeable & satisfactory— 
It was prudent I think not to meet, till the prisoners had been disposed 
of, for several reasons— but I dare say it will still not be possible for the 
most reasonably inclined in the Assembly, to prevent some disagreeable 
& perhaps embarrassing discussions with reference to the past— I 
have all along felt much the situation in which Your Government has 
been placed by occurrences in the West—a Situation painful & per- 
plexing indeed— But I am confident You may rely upon a strong 
disposition being felt here to avoid throwing difficulties in the way of 
the Government in either Province at this moment— Mr. O Connell 
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has evidently been instructed from Canada to make a stir respecting 
Col Prince’s proceedgs at Windsor; so far he has been met very properly 
by the new Under Secy. Mr. Labouchere, but he will persevere I dare 
say & endeaver [sic] to force on a discussion— Still I do not believe 
there is cause to apprehend any thing wrong here—on a point of that 
kind—unless a full statement of the facts whatever they may be, which 
it seems the Secy. of State was not in possession of a day or two ago, 
may place the affair upon ground which the Governmnt may find it 
difficult to vindicate— The Clergy Reserve question, & the great 
question of questions what is to be done to quiet all the bustle, & to 
bring & keep things straight—will no doubt occasion much discussion 
in the Legislature— It is of consequence that they should take a 
sensible course & I earnestly trust they will— 

As to the Clergy Reserves, I hope, nothing will be attempted more 
than placing them again at the discretion of Parliament, for religious 
purposes only—for I can not conceive that the Provincial Legislature 
is likely to concur in any appropriation of them[.] However we shall 
soon hear— By this time you have Lord Durham’s Report— _ I can 
not doubt what you must think of it— It is very justly appreciated 
here by all sound & sensible persons, for it is not necessary to have local 
information, to enable people of this kind to see it’s [sic] injustice—it’s 
fallacies—it’s contradictions, it’s meannesses—it’s utter destitution of 
principle— I have not been slow in exposing these here, but of course 
I have not resorted to the Press in any shape— 

In my last letter I told Your Excellny that the Govt. felt it necessary, 
of course, to refrain from proposing or discussing any general measure 
until the Report had been received— Tho’ Lord Durham spoke of it 
as ready in October & December—he had it not ready till February—& 
two days after he presented it the Secy. for the Colonies was changed. 
This rendered a delay of many days unavoidable— Just before Ld. 
Glenelg retired he sent me the Report with a request that I would remark 
upon it—& the day after Lord Normanby came into office, I waited upon 
him with my Report, a Commentary almost as long as Coke’s upon 
Littleton, but which at this moment probably would be more interesting 
to some lawyers near Your Excellny— After allowing two or three days 
to pass, I had another interview & after a good deal of discussion was 
asked what I would suggest— I said I was quite prepared to state my 
own views verbally, & that I had long ago prepared sketches of such 
propositions as I would desire to have considered, but that I had not 
thought it worth while to draw up any thing in a connected and ex- 
tended form, until I had had an opportunity of some discussion with the 
Government which might enable me to judge more satisfactorily upon 
some of the principal points— I saw then plainly that no definite 
opinions had been formed, which so far as Lord Normanby is concerned 
can hardly be wondered at—& I was requested to state unreservedly 
my own views— The Governmnt had already declared that they 
would bring forward no bill till after Easter—as I was quite satisfied 
they would not, from their tardiness in entering into discussion— 
Whilst I was drawing up my paper I returned to Cheltenham, being 
less liable to interruptions there than in Town— After three or four 
days I got a note from Ld. Normanby—which brought me again to 
town—but before I left home I sent to him my scheme—not having 
finished the notes & explanations with which I desired to accompany it— 
As soon as I got to town (on Thursday last!)] I saw Ld. Normanby & 
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had again a long discussion with him— He hesitates as I supposed he 
would, to go the lengths I recommend, but I think he had got no fixed 
views— He spoke of a scheme which Mr Ellice had given him, the 
same that had been sent to me two months ago at Cheltenham—& 
which in the mean time had been printed— This was placed in my 
hands confidentially only, & I have no Copy to send out, but it is an 
absurd scheme—making Montreal and some Country around it, a 
Congressional District, like Columbia, with a Congress & Senate, & 
Supreme Court, a sort of Federal Governmnt—retaining our two Legis- 
latures—or rather one Legislature, & governing part of Lower Canada 
by a Govr. & Council— It would be complicated, unpalatable from 
it’s republican flavour & as dangerous as the Union in the other form— 
I am sure it would very soon bring us to a stand still—or rather to a 
rapid descent— I discussed the merits of this scheme, & was then 
desired to state in writing what I thought of it—which I would have 
done on the same day, but directly afterwards I got a note from Mr. 
Ellice, expressing a wish to see me on the subject of it—so that I could 
not but delay my remarks till this discussion was over— My interview 
was indeed a singular one— How I do wish you could have heard un- 
observed all that passed! Jam sure you would have been a little vexed, 
a good deal amused, but perhaps not at all astonished— I was not— 
except indeed at the apparent expectation that I was likely to be moved 
by it—in however slight a degree[.] I think this expectation did not 
hold long— However we parted in no ill humor—for I am to dine with 
him tomorrow—when I shall meet among others Mr Thom the Recorder 
of Hudsons Bay—!— _ This morning I have sent my remarks upon this 
scheme of Mr Ellices—& I suppose I shall soon hear something further 
of the inclinations & intentions of the Govt.— It is perfectly plain 
that a Governmnt so little stable as the present is not in a situation to 
rule Colonial interests or any interests firmly and steadily— It is a 
daily struggle for existence—& I much fear this will be generally the case 
since the change made by the Reform Act— Parties are so nearly 
balanced that the Govt. unless they are prepared to go out of office, 
must offend no individual or party however small, whose support they 
have any reason to hope for, & hence it is that all interests in their turn, 
but more especially those that are distant, will be sacrificed in some 
degree to the necessity of the times— We must bear with the evil as 
we can—but hope, & struggle to keep our ground as long as we can— 
I can not say I am in any alarm at present— Ministers may fail to 
come forward with as sound & good a measure as they would be well 
justified in doing; they may abandon the advantage which in that 
respect the misconduct of the Canadians has fairly given them— but I 
think they will not venture to propose any thing positively dangerous— 
& that if they do, the result will be a noble stand on the part of Parlt. & 
the British Nation, & the ultimate decision I fully believe would be 
what it should be— But what is most to be desired for the Colonies 
is that the Govt. should boldly introduce a sound measure & carry it 
through, as they easily might— 

I have seen most of the Merchants here who interest themselves 
about Canadian affairs & I observe that a very slight discussion of the 
question seems to shake their confidence in the measure of a Union, 
though they have been constantly advocating it— The more I think 
of it, the more satisfied I am that it would swamp us—that is the British 
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population in both Provinces— How could England get on with a 
party of 300 in the House of Commons ready upon all occasions to 
throw their weight into the wrong scale upon every question that could 
obstruct or annoy the Governmnt— That a majority would not be 
French is a poor security— It would be but a short time before the 
Assembly (representing both Provinces) would find 92 grievances of 
some kind or other & who will venture to say that any thing they asked 
for would be firmly withstood— 

In my second paper which is frightfully long to be sure (but that I 
could not help) I state after some introductory remarks, that ‘‘the 
present situation of the Provinces of Canada seems to require that Her 
My. Government should without delay apply their attention to the 
following objects’’— 

[‘‘Jist. to the securing the people of these Colonies agt. a repetition 
of aggressions from the inhabitants of the United States— 

2dly. to such measures as may re-establish their tranquillity, & 
may restore confidence, not only to the people inhabiting Upper & Lower 
Canada, but to their fellow subjects in the United Kingdoms who may 
desire to engage in Commercial dealings with them, or who may be 
disposed to transfer themselves or their Capital to these Provinces— 

3dly. To provide for the future Govt. of Upper & Lower Canada, 
in such a manner as may best prevent a recurrence of the late & present 
difficulties— 

& 4thly. To extend such assistance to Upper Canada [as] may enable 
her to bear up agt. the financial pressure occasioned by the sudden 
suspension of immigration, & by the decline of commerce and revenue 
consequent upon the disturbed state of L C. and upon the unsettled 
state of Upper Canada, which was immediately produced by it’”— 

I have endeavoured to place thése matters in a just point of view— 
though it has taken me no little time & labour—& I have not hesitated 
to speak plainly as to every thing past & present when I thought it 
might be useful— In this I have in view the single object of doing 
some good if possible— I confess I am not sanguine, considering the 
present position of affairs except negatively—that no mischief will be 
done—but it will always be a satisfaction to me that I have stated & 
proposed whatever I believe the circumstances of the case call for—& 
what I believe those who best understand our interests would desire to 
have stated & proposed— _ It is not my wish to be conspicuous, or to 
gain credit personally therefore the less said in Upper Canada upon 
the subject of any thing done by me, the better, for it may in some 
degree impair my chance of being useful here— On that point I have 
been careful here— So far I have strictly confined my communications 
to the Governmt—as indeed it is evidently proper I should, while they 
are yet undecided as to their course— I have no hesitation however 
in conversing freely on the affairs of Canada & Ld. Durham’s report 
with persons of any party— I was asked whether my review of the 
Report might be placed in Lord Durham’s hand— I said by all means— 
that I took it for granted it would— 

Afterwards I was told that it was thought better at present not to 
do it— I begged that might be considered to be a matter quite in the 
discretion of the Govermnt, upon which I had no wish to be further 
consulted— Lord Normanby understands from me that if any course 
is adopted which I may think will be injurious I shall consider myself 


90 


TORONTO PUBLIC LIBRARIES 1839 


at liberty to make public the opinions I have expressed—but up to this 
time, I should not be justified in taking such a course— _ If it becomes 
necessary I shall act promptly. 

My propositions are in substance these— 

1st. Extend U Canada so as to embrace the island of Montreal 
& certain contiguous territory making also the N Eastern shore of the 
Ottawa the limit of Upper Canada, from the Mouth upward— 

2. Make this added territory a new District of U. Canada, with 
the same laws as prevail in that Province— 

3. Provide for it’s due representation in the Assembly of U C. 

4, Annex Gaspé to New Brunswick on the same terms— 

5. Let Lower Canada, as it will then be composed be governed 
by a Governor & Executive Council as at present with a well constituted 
Council for Legislation, to be called by it’s right name—the Legislative 
Council— 

6— This Legislative Council should consist of a Number to be 
limited by the act—perhaps not more than 30, or less than 20—with 
power to the Governor to fill up vacancies subject to Her Majesty’s 
confirmation— 

Its sittings should be open, & measures debated as in other 
Legislative Assemblies— 

The Members appointed by the Crown shall be appointed for life 
(of course they could dive no longer than the Council) under certain 
qualifications— 

A certain portion, perhaps 8 or 9 might be supplied by election 
for a term of 5—or 7 years—which portion might be sooner dissolved, 
and a new Election ordered— These should be chosen by large con- 
stituencies— I mean from large circles of Territory— 

The Leg Cl. should have as large powers as the Legre. of Upper 
Canada has, in respect to raising & appropriating revenue and in all 
matters— 

An attempt should be made to define it’s privileges collectively— 
& the individual privileges of it’s Members. 

7 This form of Constitution should be established for at least ten 
years, or rather perhaps for 15—& from thence to the end of the next 
Session of Parliament— 

8 In the Legve. Council the English language only should be 
used. 

9. The Laws should be printed by Authority in French & 
English, as at present— 

10— All acts of the Executive Govt. should be promulgated in 
the English language alone— 

11. In all Courts of Justice to be holden in Quebec[,] Three 
Rivers, or Montreal, the English language alone should be used by the 
Court & Counsel—and all evidence given in any other language should 
be interpreted— 

12. No one should be competent to serve on a Jury in any Case 
in Quebec, Three Rivers, or Montreal, who does not understand the 
English language;—the not understanding it should be cause of chal- 
lenge, or ground of exemption, & the Sheriff should be directed by Law 
to summon only such Jurors as have that qualification— 

13. In courts to be holden in other parts of Lower Canada, the 
French language may be used as at present, and may continue to be so 
used for ten years. 
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14, The attention of Governmnt should be given without delay 
to the establishment within each Parish of a School for instruction in 
English reading writing and arithmetic— (I contemplate that the 
Legislative Council will at the instance of the Governmnt provide for 
this—) 

15. I recommend that Parliament should at once substitute 
the law of England for the Law of Canada in Civil as it has been in 
Criminal matters—within the Province of Lower Canada].] 

16— That that Province should be recast into Districts or 
Counties in such a manner as may best suit the administration of Justice 
upon the English plan by Circuits— 

17 That the Judiciary of Lower Canada be re modelled so as to 
comport with such an arrangement— 

18. Provisions will be necessary for administering Justice in 
inferior Causes by local Courts—with respect to decisions upon Con- 
tracts heretofore made—and with respect to the change of tenures|.] 

“The whole of this branch of the subject namely the introduction 
of the Law of England & the total abrogation of the existing system will 
be attended with difficulty, but I recommend that Parlt. should at once 
broadly and decidedly make the change—not attempting to provide in 
detail for all the difficulties which it may occasion, nor for all the equit- 
able claims to compensation to which it may give rise—that in short, 
they should now do only what can be done, at once, definitely & satis- 
factorily and should constitute such a Legislature for the Province, 
namely the proposed Council, as may be safely confided in for doing the 
restI— The Members of this Legislature, having local knowledge, being 
easiy accessible to the claims & suggestions of those interested, and 
being at liberty to proceed gradually, can in time mould things into their 
new form’’[.] 

I must stop here however— _I shall soon learn whether any & what 
part of this plan is considered inadmissable— If the annexation of 
Montreal is decidedly refused, I think it wd. be easy to contrive a 
method of giving U C. a better control over the trade passing through 
L C. than that measure would give them— but I have said nothing of 
any alternative in my paper because I think the plan as it stands, better 
in all respects— 

I hear from Macaulay as well as from one or two others that Your 
Excelcy seems much disappointed at the result of Ld. Glenelg’s delibera- 
tions upon the Leg Council appointments— that of course I am sorry 
for, but I confess I am a little vexed to find the appointments spoken of 
as mine—simply because at Your Excelly’s request I was referred to— 
That I think is rather hard— It was with great difficulty I got an assent 
to go as high, as 12 or 13— more were decidedly rejected— After 
hearing all I had to say the only conversation I had on the subject was 
terminated abruptly though with perfect good humor at } past 6 in the 
evening & the next day the Mandamuses were on the way to Liverpool— 
I hoped though I was not sure that all objections to Messrs. Sullivan & 
Jameson had been relinquished—& did not know till I next came to 
town that Ld. Glenelg like most timid persons had gone half the length— 
& taken one of the two only[.] Sir Geo Grey then showed me the 
dispatch that had gone out— It contained no assertion that the list 
was such as I advised— _ If it had it wd. have been a gross mis[s|tate- 
ment— It did say something about having referred to or consulted 
with me, & it was very likely meant to leave room for the inference that 
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I was agreeing to what was done— but surely Yr Excly knows how 
official people manage these things— All I can say is I was quite 
astonished to find that any difficulty was felt respecting Mr. Jameson, 
or the other, I combated to the utmost the weak objections that were 
raised—and all I ask is that if Your Excly. or the Vice Chancellor has a 
lurking thought that I could have procured a different result I beg I 
may be candidly told so— for I believe Ld. Glenelg & Sir Geo Grey are 
both Gentlemen, though they are certainly Gentlemen with strange 
notions on some points & I am sure they would do me justice on that 
head— You must forgive my annoyance on the occasion— I have 
all my life been toiling—for public matters—thinking & caring little for 
myself—& I feel myself so utterly incapable of doing any thing that 
ought to be condemned on any other ground than error in judgment, 
that I am impatient under any ungenerous surmise— I am after all 
vexed with myself that I should have felt it necessary to say a word on 
the subject... 

[P.S.] I shall not put any one else in possession of the information 
this letter contains, respecting Canadian affairs—wishing it to be used 
only in confidence & with discretion—for I detest the thought of having 
my name bandied about in the Newspapers— & what I have proposed 
should not yet be publicly noticed— It is indeed not worth while, for 
I have little hope that any thing half so decided will be done— 


C. B. TURNER TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 4p. 


W. 


Cornwall, |U.C.] 

By a circular letter addressed to Colonel Carmichaill [szc], it would 
appear that His Excellency the Commander of the Forces would willingly 
avail himself of the Services of any young Men who are inclined to enter 
for twelve months, more or less. 

I am in hopes this District will furnish One thousand Men for any 
Service, but in a few days I shall be able to ascertain, having anticipated 
that such would be the case from the present attitude of affairs. 

I should recommend that any that could now be got for such Service 
should at once be attached to those Regts in the District which are in 
the best State of Discipline. 

Men are anxious to serve under particular Commanders for any 
length of Service, and I think Colonel Donald Macdonell, Van Koughnet, 
and Fraser would be able to form three Battalions out of this District, 
but on this Subject I shall be better able to inform your Excellency ina 
few days. 

The Sedentary Militia which return to their homes, should at least 
parade once a fortnight for inspection of Arms, and drill, for which they 
should get a dollar for the day[.] 

I have only to assure Your Excellency that no exertion on my part 
shall be wanting to have an effective force in my District; 


H. DRAPER TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 2p. 


House of Assembly, [Toronto.] 

If Your Excellency does not see any objection, I am desirous of giving 
notice in the House this morning of an address praying for information 
respecting any enquiry into the conduct of Colonel Prince— 

My object is to be enabled to move a vote of thanks generally to 
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the Militia of the Johnstown & Western districts for their services at 
Prescott & Windsor— and I do not wish to do so unless the whole pro- 
ceeding can be properly taken notice of and the conduct of Colonel 
Prince, receive the (indirect) approbation of this branch of the Legis- 
lature[.] 


ARTHUR TO COLBORNE: LB.2, p. 49-53. 


Toronto. (Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I am much obliged to you for yr. history of the ‘“‘Claus” & ‘‘Park”’ 
Cases— the latter personage is non-content and proposes bringing his 
case before the House or before the Secretary of State— About 
18 months ago, I find, that the Executive Council Expressed the opinion 
that he had a claim to some indemnification, & having obtained that 
footing there will be, I presume, no End to his importunity—but, upon 
your clear statemt. of all that passed, it is conclusive that he has no 
good claim— 

Mr. Ewart, however, certainly seems to have altered his opinion 
upon the matter. 

With regard to Claus, so far as I can judge, I should say that the 
family has scarcely acted with honesty.— 

I hardly know what to do about the Six Nation Indians. A consider- 
able sum of their money has been advanced towards the Grand River 
Navigation wh. would greatly enhance the value of their property if 
the work were completed—but, there is no prospect of that— Mr. Merritt 
seems to be ready to enter upon every thing & to finish nothing. In the 
mean while the Indians are dying with the Ague, and get no interest 
from the Capital invested in this Speculation. It is, in every other way 
so important an undertaking that I hope to induce the House to assist.— 
they have hitherto appeared well disposed—but, alas! have no funds.— 

Mr. Moffat[t], who is here advocating strenuously for the Union, 
tells them that by that measure alone can they be emancipated from 
their Embarrassments; but, how that will bring them the needful is not 
so apparent. A large number of the Members, however, think it will, and 
in the hope of getting a handsome dowry they seem disposed to venture 
upon the connexion. 

I am told a majority of the House will vote an Address in favour 
of this measure under certain limitations. 

Lord Durham it is currently reported now proposes the Union—and 
a letter wh. I recd. by the latest arrival inclines me to place some confi- 
dence in the report.—altho’ His Ldship Expressly told me that it wd. 
endanger the Upper Province & do no good to Lower Canada— 

“No Statesman, he said, wd. think of proposing such a course’! 
The truth is—all his other projects must have failed & if he has resorted 
to the Union, it must be because he has been driven to it. 

We know there is an allwise Providence & my hope is that in this 
extremity of difficulty a way may be clear to those who have to decide.— 

The question touching the Disputed Territory seems no less difficult 
and I cannot understand how it'is to be decided without eventually 
coming to blows. 

I wrote to you yesterday Officially about our Militia to know what 
you wish me to do as the time is fast approaching when the period of 
service of the greater part of the force will expire & many I believe, 
desire to be upon their Farms.— 


94 


TORONTO PUBLIC LIBRARIES 1839 


The effect of calling them out as we have done during the last two 
years, is dreadful upon the Country, &, yet, I know not what is to be 
done for I am convinced the feeling of hatred towards us is worse than 
ever, & the moment our force is diminished we shall be menaced at all 
points of the Lakes—and I have no doubt Mr. Fox is quite right in 
stating that, if once the Brigands get a footing their numbers would 
soon be overwhelming— One cause of the restlessness they manifest is 
owing I think to their not liking the ‘‘far-West’—& many are returning 
from that quarter—& look to Canada! 

Yr. public communications, to wh. you allude, respecting Military 
Expenditure are nothing more than I expect. It must be so in the 
nature of things & I am sure you must be sufficiently tormented yrself. 
from Home.— All I can say is—that I have spared no pains to do all 
that was absolutely necessary to be done at the least possible expense to 
the Government & except during my absence to the Westward I have 
been in my office not less than 16 hours every day since the end of 
October. 

With reference to the Militia, I am apprehensive I scarcely under- 
stand what yr. wishes are respecting the Staff, & I have written officially 
upon the subject. Had I employed the Adjt. Genl. & Depy. Adjut. 
Genl. of Militia I shd. have been plunged into a thousand difficulties. 
Colonel Bullock is an upright man & means well, but he is wholly unfit for 
the office; &, as to Col. O’Hara I am persuaded he wd. embarrass me 
every hour if he were actively employed. 

I cannot incidentally avoid mentioning that this said Gent. called 
upon me a day or two ago to enquire, why he was not put into the Leg. 
Council? 

Col. Forster’s [i.e. Foster?] disposition & activity you know fully & 
most deeply did I lament Mr. Griffin’s removal to the Lower Province— 

Major Fraser is a zealous & very competent officer & most persevering 
as you are well aware— _I had no idea of being seduced into this Portrait 
drawing & must put “private’’ in the corner of my letter wh. is the 
common refuge when unkind things are said—but, I verily believe you 
know the characters I have described much better than I do myself. 

If the 11th. Regt. had remained in the Lower Province I was going 
to petition you to let me have Capt. Bloomfield’s Services in some way 
or other. His Uncle Lord Bloomfield, has been my most intimate friend 
as long as I can remember & he wrote to me so anxiously about Capt. 
Bloomfield that I had determined to throw myself upon yr. kindness. 

Never was I more perplexed than to determine how to act in the 
“Prince Affair” at Windsor— they have had fighting & horsewhip[pling 
& all kinds of wickedness & violence— The Country sustain Mr. Prince 
principally I think because he has been so maliciously assailed by his 
opponents—but, it cannot be questioned that his conduct in ordering 
the four men to. be shot was most improper. At the same time, he 
acted under the most excited feelings, & in plain truth until the regular 
Troops arrived at Sandwich there was such confusion that no person 
knew what he was about. 

The affair has been no doubt, before the Imperial Parliament ere 
this— Lord Glenelg says he suspends his opinion until he receives a 
Report from me & it is one of those perplexing cases that no person can 
tell exactly how to deal with[.] 

I enclose for yr. perusal the dft. of the ‘‘Genl. Militia Order’? wh. 
I have just sent to Col. Bullock for publication. The House of Assembly, 
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I understand, intend to ask for the Papers upon the subject.— 
[Enclosure lacking.] 


Sir R. [W.] GARDINER TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 6p. 


Claremont. 

I am persuaded you will give me credit for feeling the thanks I owe 
you for your kind thought of writing about Lynedoch— We feel 
kindness shewn to those who belong to us, far above any sense of service 
to ourselves— Iam most truly grateful for the interest you have shewn 
under these distressing circumstances to him—and for the counsel, that 
I feel persuaded he will have received at your hands. I wish I could 
persuade myself it was all over—but I confess I do not think so—nor 
shall I be quite at rest, till I hear of Mr. Mc.D. [z.e. W. B. Macdonald’s] 
departure from Toronto. I enclose Letters for Lynedoch and Colonel 
Fraser that I beg you will have the goodness to send to them—and I 
hope I shall again have the satisfaction of hearing again from you on 
this untoward business—particularly when it is over— 

Your accounts of Canada are truly gratifying— Any assurance of 
existing, or returning sound feeling, is of peculiar value to such an old 
restive Tory as myself—quite bewildered and lost in the incitement as it 
appears to me, that Ministers themselves have given to every opposite 
feeling—not in Canada alone—but in every part of the “great globe 
itself’’ where their influence reaches. You see I have not forgotten old 
times—and though our acting Days—mine at least—have gone bye— 
Shakespear[e], whenever we want a word, comes to our help— 

I have no news to send you— The Duke of Wellington thank God 
is quite well again— The Corn Law Question has had a triumphant 
Victory in the H. of Commons—_ The Project of Law on the 24 Articles, 
will be signed by the King [z.e. Queen] as I heard this Week, and we have 
some fears of the Democratic accession of strength, by the late Elections 
in France— I think that is all that occupies us at Home— Abroad, 
matters look bad in the East—and Governor Fairfeild [sic] seems trying 
hard to kick the Whigs into a War—but I suppose it will blow over— 
with all the other outrages permitted to Jonathan. 


ARTHUR TO COLONEL [RICHARD] AIREY: LB.2, p. 47-48. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

Sir John Harvey has lately lost his son who was on his Staff—and, 
at the particular request of Lady Harvey, he has written to say how 
thankful they shall feel for any act of attention or consideration shewn 
to the young Soldier now serving under your Command who{m] he 
wishes to have on his Staff after he shall have served a reasonable and 
proper period with his Regiment. 

If I can in any way whatever be useful to Mr Harvey it will really 
give me pleasure to do so—and I shall thank you to point out how. in 
the mean time I have told Sir John that I believe it to be impossible that 
his son can be in better hands than yours, and if you will make him an 
officer useful in the office, as well as in the Field, I am sure you will much 
oblige Sir John; at least under similar circumstances, I should feel much 
indebted to have so much done for a son of my own. 

I congratulate you on having closed the investigation of Colonel 
Princes case; and, not only so, but thank you also for the course of 
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proceeding you have adopted by which with remarkable talent, you 
have avoided as much as it was possible to do the difficulties that sur- 
rounded the expression of any opinion. . 

I most cordially condemn Colonel Prince’s proceeding; but then, I 
really believe he never premeditated any cruelty, and was under that 
degree of excitement that he knew not what he was about. But, his 
persecutors are a shocking set! 

I hope you will concur in the justice of my dealing with Colonel 
Elliott, and I intend to relieve Mr. Charles Elliott from the Civil offices 
he holds—for, although they are not valuable they give some importance 
to an individual who is certainly unworthy of any confidence. 

I should be glad if you would be good enough to write a demi-official 
to the Military Secretary occasionally to let me [know] what is saying 
and doing as far as you can learn on the other side—not only for my 
information but for Lord Glenelgs also—of course anything of importance 
should be officially reported. 


ARTHUR TO Major [H. K.] BLooMFIELD: LB.3, p. 33-34. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I very much fear the return of the 11th. Regt. to New Brunswick 
will prevent your making an early excursion to the Upper Province. It 
has been my expectation that the Commander of the Forces wd. have 
encreased the Staff in this Province, & I have mentioned to him my 
particular wish to have the benefit of yr. services if it be quite agreeable 
to yrself. shd. there be any opening. 

I have also in a note to Sir John Harvey this evening expressed the 
same wish. I can only repeat my sincere desire to be useful to any 
friend of Lord Bloomfields, &, most particularly so, to one whom he 
regards so much as yrself.— 

Shd. you only make it a pleasurable excursion I shall have sincere 
pleasure in seeing you at Toronto. 


ARTHUR TO COLONEL [HENRY] Dunpas: LB.2, p. 45-47. 


Government House, Toronto. 

Unfortunately when I received your letter of the 17th. Ultimo, I was 
very much occupied, and put it aside for the moment, and as too often, 
I fear, has happened, from an overwhelming press of business, it escaped 
my recollection.— 

The notice of preparations on the other side, which you received, 
were confirmed to me from other quarters; but, altho the enmity is as 
great as ever, and the desire for plunder also, I do not think that, as 
mere Marauders, they will dare to venture again unless they can cross 
in much larger numbers.— There are meetings now being held at 
Rochester, Lockport and Buffalo, and the ‘‘Hunter’s Lodges’ are 
extending, and if the Boundary Question brings War, it will bring these 
vagabonds, I conclude, in considerable Force. 

With respect to the abstraction of our cattle—that great numbers 
have been taken away, there can be no doubt; but, I do not believe, 
that it has been with a view of distressing us, it is altogether, I imagine 
upon speculation.— No doubt, in the event of a war, whatever the 
motive may be, the result will be equally felt— But, it does not appear 
to me that War is yet so certain as to justify interference in putting a 
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stop to this Trade—at least, this is my present impression.-— 

Mr. Routh wishes to put a stop to the export of cattle; but, I agree 
with you, that we ought rather to purchase the Cattle from the Farmers, 
and, by that means keep them in the Country— 

Taking every thing into consideration, I must say, that I would 
rather not close all intercourse with the Americans,— if it be possible to 
keep on any terms with them, I think it should be done.— 

But, with regard to the unrestricted manner in which the very worst 
class of Foreigners move about the Interior, I entirely concur in your 
view that it ought not to be allowed.— The Legislature however I am 
told would be very much indisposed to sanction a more active Police.— 

Will you oblige me with any hints respecting the Militia— How 
can we make it, in its sedentary character, more ready and efficient to 
take the field upon an emergency? And how can we take the field in a 
less expensive way than hitherto?— These are two prominent 
questions—but any hints will be useful. 

I am much gratified to hear that the Militia are getting on so well at 
Kingston, but am sadly greived [sic] to perceive that your men have 
again taken to desertion. 


ARTHUR TO SiR JOHN Harvey: LB.3, p. 31-32. 


FH. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I have had the pleasure to receive your note of the 2nd. instant— 
Allow me to express my sincere condolence on the severe domestic 
affliction with wh. you have been visited, & to request you will do me 
the favor to assure Lady Harvey that if I can in any way be of service 
to the Young Soldier in the 34th. Regiment it will give me real pleasure 
to do so. 

At present, the Corps is stationed at Amherstburg & it may be 
satisfactory to you to know that your son is serving under one of the most 
gentlemanly & intelligent Officers in the British Service. 

I will write immediately to Colonel Airey respecting Mr. Harvey 
and as soon as the Navigation in Lake Erie is well open I intend to inspect 
the Regiment, & shall then avail myself of the opportunity of forming 
his personal acquaintance.— 

Your recollections of Upper Canada do not surprise me—for your 
name in association with Stony Creek & Chrysler’s Farm, is deeply 
engraven in the memories of all who served with & under you during the 
Campaign.— 

Many of our fine fellows have already offered their services, for 
New Brunswick, but, I earnestly hope you will be able to avert so heavy 
a Calamity as War wd. undoubtedly be to these Provinces. 

I am very anxious to have Major Bloomfield of the 11th Regt. in 
the Upper Province if I can find any appointmt. for him when your 
difficulties are over— I had mentioned my wish to Sir John Colborne 
upon the subject but, of course, under present circumstances nothing 
can be done.— 


J. Boutton To [ARTHUR]: A.L.S. 3p. 


Holland House, {Toronto.| we 
It affords me much pleasure to find that the opinion which you have 


formed after an attentive perusal of my ‘Case’ does not differ from that 
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expressed by all to whom I have at any time shewn it of whatever shade 
their Politics may have been. 

Indeed I do not doubt its being the opinion of Lord Glenelg himself, 
and I chiefly regret his participation in such an Act of Injustice, as it 
indicates the weakness of the Government, & proves its insufficiency to 
protect a public Servant in the faithful discharge of his duty, when the 
“Pressure from without” shall have admonished them that they must 
choose between supporting their real friends and being supported by 
their insidious Enemies. 

The Copy which you have done me the favor to peruse I shall be 
happy to leave at your disposal for the information of any friend who 
may feel an interest in the Policy which Colonial Functionaries may by 
the present Government at least be subjected to. 


C. A. HAGERMAN TO ArTHUR: A.L.S. 4p. 


Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

The kind manner in which your Excellency has on different occasions 
spoken to me on the opinions I entertain on public affairs, and especially 
in relation to the policy pursued by the Home Government, induce me 
to wish that your Excellency should have some knowledge of my past 
political history, and of the principles by which I have always been 
governed.— 

Your Excellency has I have no doubt been informed that I am a 
decided enemy to what is termed “liberal principles:—’’ without pre- 
tending to understand what is really meant by “‘liberal principles’ — 
I will merely say, that in opposition to all other policy, I have uniformly 
aimed, and shall continue to aim at this one object—viz: the perpetuating 
the connection with the Mother Country:—and with this view, I have 
opposed myself with unrelenting hostility to the political principles of 
such men as Dr Rolph and Mr. Bidwell—believing as I did that they 
aimed at establishing a system of Government, that would inevitably 
destroy the just and necessary authority of the Crown in the Colony, 
and lead to separation from the British Empire:— Whether I was 
right in believing that such was the object of the party to which the 
persons I have mentioned belonged—recent events will answer.— 

There is an other point to which it is of consequence I should advert.— 
My political antagonists have on different occasions, endeavoured to 
establish against me, a charge, of reckless disregard of the policy of the 
present Colonial Government,—and the representations that have from 
time to time been made against me on this point, have been the cause of 
much mortification and inconvenience to me.— ‘The truth of the case 
however is this, that my objection to the system of Colonial Government, 
is referable to a period antecedent to Earl Greys administration.— 
When Mr. Huskinson [z.e. Huskisson] yielded up to a Committee of the 
House of Commons, the settlement of questions that should always be 
dealt with and decided by the Minister on his own responsibility, the 
first and irretrievable step was taken to render—thenceforward—the 
administration of Colonial affairs embarrassing and difficult:— and I did 
not hesitate to say to the Duke of Wellington in 1834—when His Grace 
did me the honor to grant me an interview,—that a worse Colonial 
Secretary had never been inflicted upon us than Mr. Huskinsons suc- 
cessor—Sir George Murray.— The policy that has been acted upon 
since the Report of the Select Committee of the House of Commons, 


1839 


[ 709 | 


ARTHUR PAPERS 99 


has been unavoidable, and with a view to test my determination to support 
it—as well as the sincerity of the—professed—acquiescence of those who 
for party purposes had charged me with an opposite disposition, I 
proposed in the Assembly in the session of 1836—a resolution, a copy of 
which I enclose, with the names of the members who voted for and 
against it— the yeas comprise all those Gentlemen who were represented, 
before that period, as desiring to embarrass the Government— the Nays— 
the members who had complained to the Home Government that the 
Colonial authorities—myself in particular—had factiously opposed the 
generous and liberal policy of the Secretary of State, and the other 
Ministers of the Crown.— 

I will merely add as some proof that my opinions were not regarded 
by persons who had the best opportunities of forming a correct judgment, 
as inconsistent with my duty to my Sovereign and the interests of the 
Country, that the different distinguished Men who have been appointed 
to the Government of this Country during the last twenty years have 
all of them manifested a personal friendship for me, and a desire to 
promote my professional advancement.— 

I trust your Excellency will forgive my intruding this letter on your 
notice—and ascribe it to a desire to guard against misrepresentations 
that might opperate [szc] to my disadvantage with your Excellency, 
whose good opinion in every relation of life, I can sincerely say, I am 
most anxious to possess.— 


[Enclosure:] 


| 1836 | 


[ Feb. 5 | 
[UPPER CANADA. House oF ASSEMBLY.] 2p. 

[| Toronto.| 

Mr. Solicitor General, seconded by Mr. McKay, moves in 
amendment that the Address be not now adopted, but that 
it be Resolved That this House receives with gratitude and 
cordiality the renewed proof of His Majesty’s paternal solici- 
tude for the welfare of His loyal subjects in this province, 
evinced in the Despatch of the Right Honorable the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies of the 5th. December last;— and 
that this House, actuated by an earnest wish to cooperate 
with His Majesty in His gracious desire to increase the pros- 
perity of this interesting and valuable portion of His 
Dominions, will exert itself to advance and maintain the 
principles of Government set forth in the Despatch referred 
to, as also in that of the Right Honorable the Earl of Ripon 
of the 8th. November 1832, addressed to His Excellency Sir 
John Colborne:— and that fully impressed with the conviction, 
that an undeviating adherence to the spirit and principles of 
those Despatches, in the administration of the public affairs 
of this Province, will be viewed with satisfaction by all classes 
of His Majesty’s Subjects in the Colony, and have the effect 
of strengthening the attachment now universally felt by them 
for His Royal Person and Government, this House earnestly 
hopes that His Majesty will forthwith banish from His Councils 
all such persons as shall attempt, by any means whatever, to 
counteract the beneficent and gracious instructions laid down 
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for the guidance of His public Servants in this Province. 

On which the yeas and nays were taken as follows:— 

Yeas.— Messrs. Boulton, Caldwell, Cornwall, Dunlop, 
Lewis, McDonell of Northumberland, McKay, McLean, Robin- 
son, Rykert, Solicitor General, Strange, and Wilkinson—13. 

Nays.— Messrs. Alway, Bruce, Chesser, Chisholm, Cook, 
Duncombe of Norfolk, Durand, Gibson, Gilchrist, Hopkins, 
Lount, McDonell of Stormont, McIntosh, Mackenzie, McMick- 
ing, Moore, Morrison, Parke, Perry, Roblin, Rymal, Shaver, 
Small, Thorburn, Walsh, Waters, Wells, Wilson, Woolverton, 
and Yager—30. 


[710 | Jlonas] Jones TO Joun Macautay: A.L.S. 3p. 
[ 1839 | [Place not stated.) 
Mar. 23 I was yesterday informed that Mr. Draper gave notice in the house 


that he should move a vote of thanks to Mr. Prince & others who de- 
fended the Country and defeated the Invaders at Windsor— It was 
supposed by my informant to have been at the suggestion of the Govr. 
to back the General order lately issued respecting the investigation of 
Mr. Prince’s conduct, and the dismissal of Elliott— The latter pro- 
ceeding seems to have given a good deal of dissatisfaction and it is” 
probable that an amendment to the resolution may be offered calling 
for the proceedings of the Court of enquiry—with what success it is 
impossible for me to say— 

If Mr. Draper has taken this step I consider it injudicious and the 
Govr had better request him to desist.— 


iit ARTHUR TO Capt [H. E.] TaAyLor: LB.2, p. 61-62. 


Mar. 25 Government House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I propose making some considerable changes in the offices of the 
Provincial & Private Secretary and the latter office I now propose to fill 
as my Predecessors Sir John Colborne & Sir Peregrine Maitland did 
by a Military man. 

If you wd. like to encounter the Office I shd. hope Sir John Colborne 
& Lt. Colonel Maunsell wd. not make any objection on my recom- 
mendation.— 

The range of duty will henceforth embrace those details which 
properly belong to a Private Secretary & all other matters will devolve 
upon the Provincial Secretary. Still there will remain abundant em- 
ployment{.] 

The Salary wh. is chiefly derived from Fees will be about £700 a year. 

I will only add that if this proposition is agreeable to yourself it will 
give me much pleasure to have the benefit of your services.— 


[712] J. B. Ropinson To Artuur: A.L.S. 4p. 


Mar. 25 London, Spring Gardens Hotel. 
I wrote to you so fully by the Great Western last week, that I have 
little new to say— Mr. Alder happened to meet me to day at the 
Colonial Office, & told me that he was to set out tomorrow for Canada— 
I saw Lord Normanby & made an attempt to get three or four new 
appointments to the Leg Council in time to send out the Mandamuses 
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by him, but I found the thing impossible, not from any decided ob- 
jection, but from the miserably unsettled state in which every thing is— 
You can not conceive how utterly impossible it is to get any thing done— 
From the moment of Lord Normanby’s appointment, he has been fully 
occupied in defending himself against attacks, on the score of his Irish 
administration. The daily rumor is that Ministers are going to resign— 
and there is no doubt that on Friday last, they had at one time, made up 
their mind to march out of Downing St—but they took courage again 
& resolved to gain if they can; from the House of Commons a vote of 
approbation of the late Government in Ireland, which they will rely 
upon & let the Lords & their Committee do their worst— But when a 
Ministry gets on only by placing the Commons in array against the 
House of Lords upon every great question, the constitution must be 
terribly shaken— such a state of things can not last long— _ Itis almost 
universally believed that there must be a break up of the present Cabinet, 
& I draw that inference, from the strange delays which are suffered to 
take place in respect to Canadian affairs— I was brought to town ten 
days ago by Lord Normanby, & he hardly yet seems to know what it 
was for— _ It is now arranged between us that if I do not hear from him 
before Thursday I may return to Cheltenham & stay till I am written 
to— In about three weeks, I remove my family to town— Tomorrow, 
I was told, the Cabinet are to discuss Canadian matters, but I do not 
believe it—or if they do, it will not be earnestly & with a view to come 
to some practical result— Lord Normanby is a clever man—that is 
he is quick—but I think he is loose & flighty—without sound principles 
or comprehensive views—or deliberate judgment— He is very kind & 
courteous in his manner & so indeed I have found them all— he spoke 
favorably of the papers I had given in—but what impression they may 
make, I am quite unable to judge— I took with me to day your letter 
by the Great Western and read a few sentences respectg the Militia 
expences, but it was evident that Lord Normanby knew nothing of the 
subject— If I were to learn that any measure respecting it, or any 
other thing connected with Canada was under consideration I have no 
doubt I should find Ld. Normanby reasonable & open to correction in 
any erroneous opinions he had formed, but I ask no questions about 
what they are doing, & therefore know nothing except when I happen 
to be spoken to— but really the scramble & confusion is disheartening to 
a Colonist. I wish we may have a change of Ministers—provided it does 
not bring in Lord Durham—for that is one of the rumors of the day that 
we are to have a radical ministry with him at their head— but that is 
nonsense— The Liverpool is daily expected, I look for your Speech 
when she arrives— The Session I trust will pass off agreeably, & be 
useful at this crisis— 

Ld. Normanby quite agreed with me today that he cd. see no ob- 
jection to Mr. Jameson’s being placed in the Council—_I think if Your 
Excellny would mention 4 or 6 names you would like to have added, it 
would be done, but of course, there would be no benefit from it this 
Session— 

I am better than I have been, but not well— 


H. [E.]-PayLor To [ArtHur]: A.L.S. 3p. 


[Place not stated.| 
I beg to acknowledge your very kind note, & the very flattering 
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proposal which it contains— I wish sincerely that in expressing my 
gratitude to you, I could consider myself in a position to accept your 
offer without any hesitation. 

Though I was for some time on Sir Alexander Woodford’s Staff, I 
never held any situation, which required habits of business, nor had I 
any part of those duties which usually devolve on a private Secretary— 
Consequently not being sufficiently aware of the nature of the duties 
which belong to that Office, I do not feel the confidence I should wish to 
have in my power to do them justice— 

While I should always be very ready & anxious to render any services 
of which I am capable, I cannot overlook the possibility that I might 
not on trial find myself equal to the post which you have so kindly offered 
to me;— and were I to find this the case, I should regret extremely the 
inconvenience I might occasion by relinquishing it. 

Allow me at the same time to say, that if notwithstanding what I 
have mentioned, you kindly wish me to make the attempt, I shall be 
very willing to do so. 

[Endorsed in pencil: ‘‘Capt. Taylor... respectg. situation of Private 
Secy—’’] 


ARTHUR TO COLONEL [HENRY] BootH: LB.2, p. 60-61. 


Govt. House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Confidential’’.] 

I recd. information a day or two since that the Americans were 
preparing some armed Steamers at Buffalo. 

If you can manage to spare Mr. Jones, I should be much obliged to 
him to take a trip to Buffalo & see what is doing on that side. I shd. 
be glad also to know what is going on at Lewiston and Lockport. 

Col. Kingsmill might also if you please, send an intelligent Officer 
across to see whether the Americans are doing any thing to the Fort at 
Niagara. 

I make these enquiries just now as the indications of War appear 
very greatly to encrease—indeed, I cannot see how it can well be 
avoided— General Scott has communicated to General Brady that 
he must expect further ‘“‘patriot’’ movemts. on a large scale. Colonel 
Airey thinks this is an intimation to prepare for War! 

Allow me just now to hint at the very first measure we shall have to 
look to in case of War—I mean the immediate capture of Fort Niagara. 

It is impossible that you can have a better man for that work than 
Commodore Drew. 

All our arrangemts. should be made to pounce upon that Fortress at 
the very first opening of Hostilities. I approved of Commodore Drew’s 
Building a Boat at Niagara, wh. I concluded wd. be useful in the event 
of a rupture, for the very purpose to wh. I have been alluding. 

If there be anything wh. you wd. wish to suggest on yr. Frontier in 
the way of quiet preparation—do have the kindness to let me know.— 

It has given me much pleasure to hear that yr. health has improved. 

After seeing you at Niagara in January, I mentioned to the Com- 
mander of the Forces, that, unless you got much better, I thought 
change of air wd. be necessary—& he kindly consented to yr. having 
Leave. 

But, if we are to have war, I am sure you will not leave Upper Canada 
if you can help it. At the same time, deeply as I shd. regret the loss of 
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yr. services, I ought to say that you must not venture upon another 
winter in this Climate. 


ARTHUR TO COLBORNE: LB.2, p. 55-56. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I enclose for yr. perusal the ‘“‘Patriot” of yesterday in order to draw 
yr. attention to the Article from Michegan [sic] with an acct. of the 
dinner given to those respectable Personages—Theller—Brophy—and 
Dodge. 

This letter was addressed to Mr. Macaulay from Mr. Whiting—who 
seems quite disgusted with the Americans & is of opinion that our 
troubles are very far from being at an end. The “‘Hunter’s Lodges” 
are in as much activity as ever, & you will see the Class of Persons in 
Michegan who are assisting the Brigands.— 

I enclose also two Extracts from Col. Airey & Col. Chichester to the 
Asst. Q. M. Genl. wh. are worth yr. perusal. It seems difficult to under- 
stand why Genl. Scott from so great a distance shd. have intimated to 
General Brady, who is on the spot, that he must be prepared for further 
“Patriot’”” Movemts. on a large scale. I have no doubt of his having 
done so. I think with Col. Airey, that it is a preparation for something 
else! 

I hope you may feel justified in putting in good time—that is, before 
War actually comes upon us, Isle Bois Blanc in a strong state of defence— 
if we can hold that place, & Windsor, where I conclude, you will also 
have a work of some kind we must be content to leave the rest of that 
Frontier to it’s [szc] fate, and act according to circumstances.— 

I enclose the 14 Resolutions passed by the House of Assembly relative 
to the Union— There shd. have been a 15th. I think, declaratory of 
the independence of Canada—the obvious consequences of ceding the 
other 14— 

I have now had an opportunity of knowing something of your Pro- 
vincial Legislature & I doubt, in the event of a Union, whether the 
Frenchmen will not have the worst of it. 

You will, of course, have seen Lord Glenelg’s retiremt. announced— 
the change wh. he wd. not consent to make in his Departmt. I conclude 
was the removal of the Under Secretary.— 

The trouble I have had with Colonel Prince’s case is greater than I 
can describe. 

The public seem determined to sustain him, & I could not advance 
another step in the way of censure without leading to great excitement.— 

[Enclosures lacking.] 


ARTHUR TO COLBORNE: LB.2, p. 56-57. 


Govt. House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I have been revising the Private Secretary’s Office with the view of 
dividing the duties between the Private & Provincial Secys. for the 
greater dispatch of business. It is quite impossible that matters can go 
on as they are at present.— Part of my plan has been, in order to 
Economise, to deduct very considerably from the receipts of the Private 
Seeretary—& this makes it desirable that he shd. be a Military Man— 
independent of a wish wh. I believe is pretty generally entertained that 
the Private Secretary shd. not be a civilian. 
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I have thought of Capt Taylor of the 85th. nephew of Sir Herberts, 
who is, I believe, pretty well qualified, but I do not know much of his 
attainments.— He is in delicate health & his Uncle is very anxious 
respectg. him wh. makes me desirous to be useful to him, if I can.— 

At times like the present it is very probable you may not consider it 
desirable that any officers shd. be appointed to civil offices & of course, 
if you have the slightest objection I shall think no more of the matter. 

I have been expecting that Major Estcourt wd. have had his pro- 
motion, & in that case, being on half pay, I shd. have been delighted to 
have had his services— I hope you will be able to keep him in the 
Command. He is a very superior Person.— 

I know not what to do about the Finances of the Country—we are 
perfect Beggars, & can get no relief. Sir Allan Macnab & Mr. Merritt 
are to be dispatched to England if the Leg. Council have not the good 
sense to keep these Gents. in the Province to see what can be done in 
the Money Market !— 


COLBORNE TO ARTHUR: L.S. 3p. 


Government House, Montreal. 

I have to thank Your Excellency for Your letter of the 12th. instant, 
in which you acquaint me, that the attention of the Provincial Govern- 
ment has been lately drawn to the subject of the Trade in Cattle, referred 
to in the statement from the Commissary General. 

Legislative interference to prevent the exportation of Cattle would 
perhaps be inexpedient, even admitting that the Reports of the Con- 
tractors and other interested individuals are correct. 

The extensive sales of Cattle which have taken place in the Eastern 
Townships of Lower Canada, and in the Midland and Eastern Districts 
of the Upper Province may be attributed to an accidental and unusual 
demand for Cattle in Vermont, and to the sudden check to immigration 
in Upper Canada. 

In Vermont the demand for Cattle is at present occasioned by grazing 
farms having proved more profitable than Sheep feeding which was 
extensively followed for some years, with a view of supplying the Lowell 
Manufactories with Wool. 

The Settlers in Upper Canada in 1833 and 1834, purchased their 
Cattle in the State of New York, in consequence of the high prices 
demanded in the Province; and I believe at that time a Motion was 
made in the House of Assembly to bring in a Bill to prevent the impor- 
tation of Cattle from the United States. 


COLBORNE TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 7p. 


Montreal. (Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

You will perceive from the inclosures that the sun again shines on 
Sir John Harvey; and that all his difficulties have passed away. 

Colonel Goldie and the 11th, have arrived at St André, in the valley 
of the St Lawrence, on their return to Quebec. 

I can easily imagine your unceasing and provoking work, to which 
you allude in your private letter of the 20th inst— I am determined 
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never to be industrious to the extent of sixteen hours in the office daily, 
the time which you mention as your average labour since October. 
8 hours are quite sufficient for any business if the Governors friends and 
enemies are not permitted to take a chair when they visit Government 
House— 


I cannot understand why the Grand River Navigation has not been 
completed— When that work was authorised by a Provincial Act; I 
was most anxious to obtain the consent of the Indians of the 6 Nations 
to permit the proceeds of the sales of their lands, which I had persuaded 
them to dispose of, to be invested in Grand River Stock. I wished the 
Indians to become the Chief Proprietors of the stock in order that no 
improper intrusion might be sanctioned on their territory near the im- 
provement; and I had no doubt that the speculation would be safe and 
profitable. Mr Mer[rlitt I understood promised that Steam Vessels 
should run to Brantford from Dun[n]ville in the summer of 1836. The 
affairs of the 6 Nations have been shamefully managed. They might 
have been rich and comfortable, had their lands been prudently over- 
looked. 


I have no doubt that a Union will be proposed by Ministers, if the 
measure should be decidedly popular in Upper Canada. Your debt has 
certainly become a very respectable one for a young Colony. The 
report of Lord Durham appears to me full of Hum[?]— I think however 
it will lead to the adoption of many beneficial measures in both Provinces. 
The wickedness, selfishness, and cunning of many of the Colonists in 
Upper and Lower Canada, should be well considered before the new 
measures for the permanent government of these Provinces are carried 
into effect— 


I am confident that the boundary question will not produce War with 
the United States. 

I hope to be able to write to you respecting the Militia tomorrow; 
and to state my opinion as to the extent of our defensive preparations. 
I should strongly recommend the greater part of the force to be sent 
to their homes. I am now working hard to complete our arrangements 
in this Province, for the defence of the frontier— 

We must be on our guard; and I trust that by organizing the sedentary 
force, and rendering it available at a short notice; and keeping a few 
effective Corps on permanent duty, we may defy the Brigands. 

I think that Col Fraser and Markham, with a sufficient number of 
Clerks should be able to get through their work. 

The Militia affairs when once arranged cannot occupy much of their 
time. I am perfectly acquainted with the merits of the persons men- 
tioned by you. I have had my share of embarrassment and incon- 
venience in dealing with them— 

The affair at Sandwich will probably be much discussed in England. 
You appear to have settled the matter without committing yourself— 
It will require the greatest caution when representing this summary 
proceeding not to express anything like an approval of an act which will 
be universally condemned at home— 

Excitement, danger, and the responsibility with which the Militia 
were charged in defending an advanced Post, are the only excuses that 
can be brought forward on such an occasion|[.] 


106 TORONTOSPUBLIC LIBRARIES 1839 


[Enclosures :] 


[ 719 ] 1839 
Mar. 29 
[Str] J[oHN] HARVEY TO COLBORNE: L. 4p. 
Woodstock. 
I have this morning received the Communications of 
which Copies are enclosed from Augusta— I congratulate 


Your Excellency upon this satisfactory termination of our 
Border War. I enclose Copy of a District Genl. Order which 
I have just issued authorizing Colonel Goldie’s return to 
Canada if he thinks it can be done with safety as if continued 
at Madawaska I fear we could only get them back to Canada 
by the St Johns and the sea, the Portage road being almost 
impassable for Troops, owing to the deep swamps even in 
the summer and utterly so in the spring— 

It has been a source of great satisfaction to me, to have 
had to communicate on this occasion with a person in whom 
I could place such implicit confidence as Major Genl Scott of 
whose private and semi official communication I will not deny 
myself the pleasure of sending you a Copy— _ Ishall proceed 
to relieve the public immediately from the expense of the 
greatest part of the Militia, and Volunteer force—retaining 
only a couple of weak Companies to prevent desertion— I 
shall also remove the greatest part of H M. regular Troops to 
more Comfortable quarters, in the mean time I am happy to 
say that their conduct has been admirable, and so extremely 
healthy as to show a return of only 5 sick out of a force of 
nearly 1200 of all arms... 

PS. Ishall communicate to Sir Colin Campbell my ideas 
as to the points upon this Line which require some defensive 
arrangements— but in the event of a national War this Prov- 
ince must be defended with Sea Board viz on the Penobscot— 


[ 720] 1839 


Mar. 25 
[Sir JoHN Harvey]: 2p. 
State of Maine, Head Quarters, Augusta. 

General Order No, 29— 

Major General T. Hodsden Commanding the Militia force 
of the State now on duty on the North eastern Frontier will 
make immediate preparations for returning with the Troops 
of his Command from the Valley of the Aristook,! and as soon 
as a suitable Civil force shall have been furnished the land 
Agent to enable that Officer to protect the timber and public 
property of which due notice will be given, he will cause the 
Detachment under his orders to return by way of Houlton 
and the Aristook road to the City of Bangor. 

By the Comr. in chief 
Signed—A. B[.] Thompson 
Adjt. Genl— 


1.e. Aroostook. See footnote to item 677. 
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[1839] 


[c. Mar. 31] 
[CoLBORNE] To [ARTHUR]: M. 2p. 
[Place not stated.) [Marked ‘‘Copy’’.] 
A Memorandum of a Copy of the acquiescence of Governor 
Fairfield affixed to the Agreement submitted by Major General 
Scott, of which a Copy was transmitted to His Excellency Sir 
John Colborne by Sir John Harvey.— 


Executive Department 
Augusta March 25th. 1839. 
The undersigned, Governor of Maine, in consideration of 
the foregoing [marginal note here reads: ‘“‘not forwarded’’], 
the exigency for calling out the Troops of Maine having 
ceased, has no hesitation in signifying his entire acquiescence 
in the proposition of Major General Scott.— 
The Undersigned has the honor to tender to Major Genl. 
Scott the assurance of his high respect & esteem. 
(Signed) John Fairfield[.] 


Head Quarters, Eastern Division U. S. Army.— 

Augusta, Maine, 25th March 1839. 

I have the honor to transmit the foregoing, with the 
original Signature of His Excellency the Governor of Maine 
attached, to his Excellency Major General Sir John Harvey, 
Lieutenant Governor &c. &c. 
(Signed) Winfield Scott[.] 


[WRITER AND RECIPIENT NOT STATED]: M. in R. B. Sullivan’s [?] hand- 
writing. 3p. 


Two plans present themselves for the settlement of the clergy reserve 
question|.| 

1st. A reinvestment of the reserves in the Crown for religious pur- 
poses—or without any limitation|[.] 

2d. A disposal or appropriation of the reserves to some specific 
purpose by the Provincial Legislature[.] 

The first I look upon as a pis aller—a declaration of Legislative 
incompetence to exercise powers expressly conferred by the Consti- 
tutional act and consequently such a relinquishment of the right of 
the Constituency as ought never to be resorted to at least not until every 
other reasonable scheme has been tried and has failed— 

The second has been already submitted to the House of Assembly 
and has been incidentally discussed— A committee to whom it was 
referred adopted the principle and recommended it to the House but 
no action was had on the report— 

A difficulty of a very serious character presented itself with respect 
which the declaration of Bishop McDonell [7.e. Macdonell], recently put 
forth in his letter to His Excellency the Lieut: Governor removes— 

Relieved from this obstacle the proposition may be thus offered{.] 

The object to be gained is to secure religious instruction according 
to the protestant faith to the people of Upper Canadal[.] 
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In effecting this object justice and sound policy alike require that 
the connexion with the mother Country whence all our immigration 
proceeds should be kept steadily in view— 

It is neither desirable nor indeed possible that the public aid given 
to the maintenance and diffusion of religion should be extended to 
every sect that has or may spring up. While toleration and freedom of 
conscience are given to all—public aid may properly be confined to those 
whose aggregate members form the Majority of the people and who 
profess the fundamental principle of Christianity. 

Look then to the Mother Country whence nearly all our population 
is directly or remotely derived[.] In England we find the Established 
Church with which the Episcopal Church in Upper Canada is in direct 
and close connexion— We find also the Wesleyan Methodists a numer- 
ous and highly respectable body an offspring of which under its immedi- 
ate superintendance exists in Upper Canada[.] In Scotland we find also 
an Established Church a scion of which is transplanted into this province 
and we find also a body of Christians dissenting from that church less 
in doctrine than in church government between whom indeed in Upper 
Canada I should imagine the difference to exist only in name since 
secular interference in the appointment of church ministers has here 
no place— With these may also be included such emigrants as when 
in Ireland belonged to the Presbyterians of the United Synod of Ulster— 
In Ireland it remains only necessary to notice the Established Church 
the members of which in this province may be in all respects considered 
as incorporated with the members of the Established Church of England 
also settled here— A different fund viz. the Jesuit estates has been 
pointed out, from which provision might well be made for the Roman 
Catholics|.] 

Let the reserves then be divided among the members of the Episcopal 
Church—the Presbyterians—the Wesleyan Methodists— 

The adoption of this plan would it is respectfully submitted provide 
for the religious instruction of the majority of the inhabitants of Upper 
Canada and also of the emigrants from Great Britain and Ireland|.] 
No dominant church or in other words no church having dominion 
over any but its own members and congregations would be established. 
There would be no interference on the part of the Executive with the 
Church Government of any of these bodies of Christians except indeed 
with the Members of the Church of England and Ireland who view the 
Sovereign as the temporal Head of the Church[.] 

It would appear however necessary to impose on the grant these 
restrictions viz 

1st—That they strictly confine the expenditure to Religious 
purposes|.] 

2d— That an annual account of the Expenditure properly verified 
be laid before the Legislature— 

To settle the proportion to be received might be left to depend on the 
actual numbers of the members of these respective Churches at some 
fixed period, either in the province or in the United Kingdom and this 
Province— Commissioners to be named by the Executive might conduct 
the enquiry and report the result to the Legislature for final settlement— 
This point is however worthy further consideration— 

The principle of division and the Churches to partake in it should 
be adopted and decided on without further delay[.] 
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ARTHUR TO COLBORNE: Df.A.L. 4p. 


Govt. House, |Toronto.| 

I desired Colonel Airey about a fortnight ago to make particular 
enquiry as to what was going on in Michigan in consequence of many 
rumours that had reached me of the doings of the Hunters Lodges— 
By the accompanying extract from his Letter in reply, it would seem 
pretty clear that we shall have no peace in that Quarter & that our 
People will be harrassed [szc] & kept in a constant state of anxiety. 

My conviction that War is unavoidable gains strength from the 
feeling which is more or less manifested by all Classes in the States, 
and the Citizens are so restless that the Govt. will not long be able to 
hold out against their impatience for War—though, I believe, the 
President has sincerely desired to avoid it. The extent of our prep- 
arations may possibly put off the evil day—but I scarcely expect it. 

I have already I think remarked to you that it is a kind of treason 
to say any thing in disparagement of our Militia—but, I must say I 
could wish they were in a better state. Many of our Volunteers are 
most impatient to return to their Homes— Col Love informs me that 
an Englishman—a mechanic—who has just come over from Buffalo 
states that he has been employed at work upon some steamers wh. are 
to be armed for service on the Lake. 1 suppose they will affect tosay 
that this is to keep the ‘‘Patriots’’ in order[.] 

You will of course have heard that Lord Normanby is appd. successor 
to Lord Glenelg. 

[Enclosure lacking.] 


[Lorp] Fitzroy [J. H.| Somerset To ArtuHuR: A.L.S. 4p. 


Horse Guards, |London.| 

I cannot allow the Mail to depart without thanking you for your 
letter of the 27. February and congratulating you at the same time on 
the lucid exposition of the state of affairs in Upper Canada, contained 
in your speech to the Provincial Parliament. You appear so thoroughly 
to understand your duties|[,] to be so fully impressed with a sense of 
their importance and to be so earnest in your exertions to promote the 
welfare of the Colony that I entertain no doubt of the success of your 
administration and the rapid advancement of the province in all that 
constitutes good Govt, if the Sympathisers and Patriots will leave you 
unmolested and War should not be the result of the recent proceedings 
of the state of Maine. 

I am most anxious to see Mr Fox’s letter to which you refer me and 
hope to receive it by the next opportunity. 


ARTHUR TO Cot. [RicHARD] ArrEY: LB.2, p. 62-63. 


Govt. House, Toronto. (Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

There are some persons so perfectly impracticable that it is im- 
possible to deal with them, & of this number is—Colonel Prince. 

In a conversation which I had with him just after your Report was 
received, to my utter astonishment, he observed that he thought the 
Court had hardly done him Justice upon one point— I had no patience 
to hear more!— 

At a large dinner given to him yesterday he made a Speech and 
stated that he had been directed to destroy the Prisoners by the Lieutt. 
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Governor’s own express orders and then went on to intimate that he 
had not been supported &c. It now becomes of importance, therefore, 
that this order to ‘‘destroy’’ should be explained to the Secretary of 
State and, I have accordingly desired the Military Secretary to address 
you upon the subject. 

You told me, I think, that you had explained to Colonel Prince before 
the affair occurred at Windsor that the expression used in my letter 
bore no such interpretation as he was disposed to put upon it.— 

Have the kindness to return an answer as speedily as you can as I 
am desirous to get off my Despatches by the ‘‘Great Western” which 
sails on the 20th.— 

Will you also be so good as to send an exact Copy of my letter to 
you of the 22nd. November, as on looking at the entry of it, I think 
there is an inaccuracy. 

Have you any News? 


ARTHUR TO COLBORNE: LB.2, p. 58-59. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I am much gratified indeed to find by your letter of the 31st. Ultimo 
that affairs wear so favorable an aspect with Sir John Harvey.— The 
Americans, I trust, cannot be understood to have gained any ground 
from what has occurred for advancing their claim to the disputed 
Territory. 

Of all things I deprecate War with America, if it can be avoided— 
but, could we, under all circumstances expect a more auspicious moment 
for adjusting,—i.e. for insisting upon adjusting, the question respecting 
Maine?— 

I desired Colonel Airey about a fortnight ago to make particular 
enquiry as to what was going on in Michegan [sic], in consequence of 
many rumours that had reached me of the doings of the ‘‘Hunter’s 
Lodges’. 

By the accompanying extract from his reply it would seem pretty 
clear that we shall have no tranquil[lJity in that quarter & that our 
people will be harassed & kept in a constant state of excitement.— 

Lord Durham’s Report has occasioned a good deal of excitemt.— 
All that he says might well enough have been communicated to the 
Ministers for their information as his opinions but the publication must 
do harm.— 

The Attack upon the “family Compact”’ is really most unjust and 
so is his assertion, I believe, as to the manner in which members were 
returned at the last Elections. I told both him & Mr. Buller that the 
party now in the House prevailed—not in consequence of any undue 
influence on the part of the Governmt.—but, because the public mind 
had undergone a change; & that even had Sir Francis Head never come 
to the Province, I was persuaded, after much enquiry, that there wd. 
still have been a Conservative House. Am I not right in supposing 
this change to have been indicated before you left Upper Canada? I 
have been confidently informed that such was the case.— 

The Chief Justice writes me on the 20th. February under the greatest 
anxiety— It is his opinion that a Union on the Liberal policy advo- 
cated by Lord Durham must rapidly lead to separation from Great 
Britain. It is much to be regretted that Lord Durham had not tried his 
hand with a Colonial Legislature—to talk of a strong responsible 
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Governmt is absurd— The whole power will be in the hands of the 
House of Assembly, & they will soon mould matters according to the 
interests of the most bustling—most ambitious—and most unprincipled 
pomkesm Thy Myc 

Were you not surprised at seeing Lord Ripon’s Confidential Despatch 
to you published by Egerton Ryerson.— 

He must have got a Copy in Downing Street, and, I have written to 
ascertain.— It has given me great annoyance.— 

[Enclosure lacking. ] 


C. A. HAGERMAN To ArTHUR: A.L.S. 3p. 


[Place not stated.] 

I am sorry I happened to be from home with Mrs. Hagerman when 
your Excellencys note came over.— 

The plan for settling the Clergy Reserves question which at present 
receives greatest favour is this— 

To give to every resident Minister of the Churches of England and 
Scotland, and of the British Wesleyan Methodists, 100 acres of Land 
and a house to live in, and £100 pr. Anm. in Money.—_ The Clergy of 
these three denominations being provided for, the residue of the property 
to be appropriated for the support of Religion generally.— 

It is supposed that a sufficient quantity of Land may be sold and the 
proceeds so invested as to secure the income required for the respective 
Ministers.— 

In all cases where reserves are not found in places adjacent to the 
Churches or place of Worship, 100 acres are to be bought, and a house 
erected upon them. 

I will endeavour to send Your Excellency a Copy of the resolutions 
early on Monday, but I believe I have given you a correct outline of 
their contents and object. 


WH. Cee: AMS. 


Executive Council Office, Toronto. 


Memorandum of the Numbers of the Petitioners in favour of Lount 
and Matthews [svc]. 
Isaac Webb, & 3289 others, that a pardon may be 


extended to Samuel Lount. 3290. 
Ann Henderson & 787 others. do. do. 788. 
Jacob Gill & 74 others. do. do. 75 
James McKay & 66 others. do. do. 67. 
Samuel Bentley & 196 others, that a pardon 

may be extended to Peter Matthews. 197. 
John B. Warren & 156 others. do. do. 157. 

4574 


[A copy of the above was probably an enclosure in item 734.] 


Jno. MACAULAY TO THE CLERKS OF THE PEACE: L. 


Government House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Copy Circular.’’] : 
I am directed by the Lieutenant Governor to call your attention,to 
the 15th. Section of the Provincial Statute 1st. Victoria C. 21 entitled. 
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“An Act to alter and amend Sundry Acts regulating the appoint- 
ments and duties of Township Officers.”’ and to signify His Excellency’s 
desire that in receiving from the several Assessors of your District, 
their annual returns, you take care, that the said Return shall specify, 
“the different denominations of Christians to which the Individuals of a 
Family or persons resident with the Head of a Family may belong’’ agree- 
ably to the requirement of the said Section. 

It is to be hoped, that this information has been afforded in the 
Returns, which have already been made to you. 


[Enclosure:] 


[ 1838 ] 
[ Mar. 6 | 
[UpPER CANADA: STATUTES.] 2p. 
[Toronto] 
The Act ist Victoria C. 21 to alter & amend Sundry acts 

regulating the appointment & duties of Township Officers|.] 
Sect 15 that it shall and may be lawful for every assessor 
and he is hereby authorised to demand and receive from 
every inhabitant house holder or head of a family in his 
Township a true and correct list of the number of persons 
composing such family male & female, & their respective 
ages also all deaf & dumb and insane persons, including therein 
all persons employed by or resident with each Householder 
or head of a family, which list shall specify the different 
denominations of Christians to which they severally belong 
and may be in the following form to which he shall add the 
necessary number of columns to define their different re- 
ligious denominations for such return 


Form 


Number of each family 


Heads Deaf 
l 
of . Males Females & lees 
Families 


Under 16/Over 16] Under 16|Over 16 Dumb 


Blank books are to be furnished to the assessors of each [area] 
on their application to the Clerks of the Peace of their District 
who shall charge the expence in the district accounts. 


ARTHUR TO COLONEL [HENRY] BooTtH: LB.2, p. 63-64. 


Govt. House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

Mr. J. T. W. Jones has mentioned to me your wish to know what 
may be expected on the frontier so that you may regulate your applica- 
tion for Leave accordingly.— 

It is in my opinion impossible for any Person to predict with confi- 
dence what may happen; but, certainly, there are now no such immedi- 
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ate indications of a rupture with America as shd. deter an Officer in yr. 
state of health from proceeding on Leave to re-establish it— If you 
wish therefore, to go I will readily recommend yr. application to the 
Commander of the Forces.— 

Your place, I know will be well supplied by Major Estcourt;—but, 
I shall sincerely regret the loss of yr. well tried experience & ability.— 

If a Union of the Provinces takes place I may perhaps precede you 
to England & what a load of care I shall be dispossessed of!— The 
complicated interests I have had to contend agt. & the unnecessary 
difficulties that have been thrown in my way, have made my position 
more anxious & burdensome than it ought to have been—&, I feel that 
yrself. & other Officers who have served with me may reasonably com- 
plain that you have not had all the assistance you might have expected— 
but, believe me it has not been in my power to do all I wished.— 


[Sir] R. [W.] GARDINER TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 4p. 


Claremont. 

You will oblige me very much by letting me have the earliest news 
of the result of Mr McD. [z.e. W. B. Macdonald] business. It quite 
haunts me. 

I have nothing to tell you from home except that many people flatter 
themselves the Whigs are at the last extremity—I dont think so— 
those Gentlemen ever having shewn something of the Cats nature as 
far as the number of Lives go. But every soul is loud against them. 
The Radicals loudest— 

Their only supporters are the Irish Tail under O Connell. 


[Str] J[oHN) Harvey To ArtuHur: A.L.S. 7p. 


Gov. House, Fredericton. 

In Lady Harveys name & my own I thank you most sincerely for 
your kind intentions towards our Boy—from myself pray receive my 
warmest acknowledgments for your frank & friendly Communication— 
it will delight me to Cultivate an acquaintance begun under Circum- 
stances so gratifying to me.— 

The March Mail reached Fredericton this morning—previous to its 
arrival we had been upwards of three Months without any Official 
Communications from the Home Government—while our Neighbours 
of the U.S. are hearing four times a Month. This state of things is 
most discreditable & dangerous—as nothing could in my opinion exercise 
a more beneficial influence in preserving our friendly relations with 
America, than the means of rapid official intercourse, so nothing can be 
more mischievous or dangerous than these dilatory proceedings— As 
to the February Packet she must I fear have shared the fate of that of 
January—38'!— Our April Bags will I trust be brought out by Steam.— 

Major Bloomfield did not accompany the Detachment of that Corps 
to Madawaska— You will perceive that I have allowed that Detach- 
ment to return to Canada, having succeeded in effecting with the power- 
ful aid of my friend General Scott, an amicable arrangement with our 
Neighbours of Maine by which for the present, all chance of Collision is 
averted— with this pacific result a portion of the pugnacious Press of 
this ultra Loyal Province, is, you will observe, inclined to be dis- 
satisfied~but I apprehend that the true sentiments of the great Body 
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of the People are embodied in the articles which you will find transferred 
to the R Gazette of this day of which a Copy is enclosed.— 

With regard to Major Bloomfield, he is an extremely Gentlemanly 
Person & as I hear a very Good Officer— 

The Interest which you have expressed in regard to him may probably 
arise from the same source with that which influences me in my wish to 
be of service to him vizt a long & intimate acquaintance with his relative 
Lord Bloomfield.— 

[Enclosure lacking.] 


ARTHUR TO THE CHIEF JUSTICE [J. B. Robinson]: Df.A.L. 11p. 


Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private.’’] 

Thank you for your Letter of the 19th February. I am happy to 
hope, that, notwithstg the indisposition resulting from Lord Durham’s 
Report your general Health has improved & that you have been able 
to make a successful fight against a course of proceeding which must 
lead to the certain loss of Canadal[.] 

What, if any thing, will be done Here I know not. You have no 
influential, able, working Men. Self Interest is the Idol almost uni- 
versally worshipped, and Lord Durham’s Report is regarded just as it 
may affect that Idol by the great body of our Legislators. 

Throughout this Session it has been a main object with certain 
Members to go to England; and all other measures have been evidently 
subordinate to that grand Plot. Their scheming has had much the 
same effect upon me that the Report had upon you. [The following 
passage is here deleted: ‘‘These Worthies & his Lordship have just the 
very same object in view—and I firmly believe that few men but those 
who are decidedly under the influence of Religion, act upon any other 
principle.”’] The Attorney General is, however, so far as I can judge, 


an honest straight forward Person— Sees matters rightly, and will 
speak with energy—but, then, He is not a hard Worker! He read the 
Report, and then went out to a party to Dinner!— Whereas He 


should have sent an excuse, & at once have set down & commented upon 
it, & without loss of time brought it under the notice of the House. 
However; something is meditated; and when I saw Mr Hagerman the 
night before last I told Him that despatch was every thing, and urged 
Him to redeem the three or four days which had been already lost. 
There should be no factious opposition to the Government, but an 
[the word ‘‘energetic”’ is here deleted] calm exposure of Lord Durham’s 
errors. His Lordship told me distinctly that ‘‘no Statesman could ever 
recommend a Union of the Provinces.’”’ “it would”, he said, ‘‘destroy 
both”! Mr. Moffat (who has been here canvassing for the Union) has 
admitted to me that Lord Durham used the very same expression to the 
Committee at Montreal; and you may rely upon a confirmation of 
this, if you like to mention it, as the expression of his deliberate opinion 
to the Committee. What he said to myself, of course, I should not wish 
to have repeated! He not only used this observation to me in July 
when He was in the Upper Province, but he spoke to the same effect, 
both to Mr Hagerman & myself, when we were at Quebec in October. 
So that his having recommended the very measure which He condemned 
would seem passing strange—except, that, I believe, He could work out 
no other Plan, and was obliged to have recourse to the Union to save 
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Himself. Lord Durham has had no experience of a Colonial Legis- 
lature— He urges the necessity of a strong Executive Government, 
& then pictures out the formation of one that would be imbecility itself! 
The whole power would be thrown with the House of Assembly & the 
Executive would be a Shadow. 

Mr Macaulay, I hope, forwards to you every thing that is important 
as I desired Him to do. You will, therefore, have received the Resolu- 
tions for the Union adopted by the House of Assembly. The Govern- 
ment will, perhaps, avail themselves of the admission that a Union is 
indispensable (Qy.) but will reject all the conditions with which it is 
clogged. A Legislative Union of the five Provinces would, I certainly 
think, be more desirable than the plan suggested in your note to me 
some months ago—but, to tell you the honest truth, the expectations 
of a responsible Gvrt. which will be excited by Lord Durham’s Report 
amongst the Reformers & Republicans will be too strong to be 
stem[mJed[?] by any Measures; and, in my opinion, the prospect of 
retaining these Provinces is now very very much diminished. This is 
exceedingly mortifying to me, for I had grounds to hope that a better 
feeling was manifesting itself throughout Upper Canada, and that, on 
your return, [the following phrase is here deleted: ‘‘which I have been 
looking forward to with pleasure,’’] you would have found that my labours 
had been productive of some good. I retain, I should however say to you 
in confidence the impression which I early entertained—that the affairs 
of this Province are, & must long have been, most [the word ‘‘lament- 
ably” is here deleted] injudiciously conducted. [The words ‘‘Every 
thing”’ are here deleted] much that should have been done & investigated 
(and much that has been left altogether undone & uninvestigated) by 
the Government has been left to the House of Assembly. My Predeces- 
sors [the words “‘I do not allude to Sir Francis’”’ are here deleted] I cannot 
help thinking went the wrong way to work in this important particular. 
It has been explained to me that this was necessary in order to keep well 
with the House—but, then, if the Govt. had, as it ought to have, an 
influence with the People the House would be compelled to look more to 
the Govt. The Public Officers, also, have exercised a degree of inde- 
pendence [the words ‘“‘of the Govt.”’ are here deleted] which must have 
exceedingly weakened the Executive authority. During the present 
Session the Attorney General strongly opposed the Union—the Solicitor 
General as strongly advocated it—and neither thought it at all necessary 
to confer with the Officer administering the Govt. even upon a question 
so momentous. [The following sentence is here deleted: ‘The fact is, 
I shd. have taken special care that they shd. have consulted with me, 
but I could not’’.] 

I observe the same latitude in [the words “every thing’’ are here 
deleted] many ways.— The Revenue is not collected as it should be 
nor is the Expenditure at all satisfactorily accounted for— The Monies 
expended by Commissioners for Roads, Bridges &c. pass under no investi- 
gation by the Govt.—but are received & passed on to the House of 
Assembly without examination or observation. 

In the Land Depart. matters are no better—but rather worse! But, 
all this by a firm administration, admits of remedy without occasioning 
either fuss or excitement. You will, however, I hope, think I have done 
right in not meddling with these matters under existing circumstances,— 
at the same time I am certain [the phrase ‘‘I could mend matters”’ is 
here deleted] the Govt Machine might be much mended, [the following 
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phrase is here deleted: ‘‘& with your assistance I have no doubt matters 
might be put into a much better state.’’] 

The more I have considered the Clergy Reserve question, the more 
I regret & mourn over the past proceedings of the members of the Church 
of England. You never can expect again so good a House for the adjust- 
ment of this matter as the present; but it is scarcely possible to bring 


“them to any terms except admitting to an equal participation all & 


every denomination—or devoting the proceeds to other purposes than 
those for which they were originally destined. 

There is a party—a majority I believe strongly disposed to object 
to any reinvestment, & the best terms that can be made seem to be 
embraced in a scheme proposed by Mr Gowan of which I enclose a copy. 
but this is bad indeed! 

One of the most unhappy, amongst many unhappy occurrences in 
this Province appears to me to have been the elevation of a native of 
Scotland over the Church of England. Doctor Strachan, I have no 
doubt, possesses many of the enviable qualities you assign to Him and 
I do not question He is much [the word “respected” is here deleted] 
looked up to amongst a certain class; but even by many members of his 
own Church & by many Ministers of it, I have found ever since I came 
Here that his [the word ‘‘measures’’ is here deleted] dominion has been 
very far from being acceptable. I write to you with all the freedom with 
which I should express myself to my Brother, and I will only add, that 
if you had passed a few more years out of this Province you wd., I think, 
have seen some things in it in a different light. 

To return to the Clergy Reserves— I have now had the oppty of 
conferring with almost every Member of the House upon it, and it has 
[the words ‘“‘quite astonished, as well as’ are here deleted] grieved me 
to find how little disposition there is to stand by the Church of England. 
I had a suspicion of this, but had no idea it was carried to such an extent! 

Colonel Prince’s affair has given me the utmost concern, and annoy- 
ance[.]_ He is supported by the Country & by the House of Assembly— 
but, although, [the words ‘‘He is not” are here deleted] his proceeding 
was not quite so bad, as his Enemies represent, yet it was very bad. I 
cannot bear to think of it, or to approve fully of the course I have taken 
for the sake of peace. 

Lord Durham says that 30,000 Persons petitioned in favor of Lount 
& Matthews [sic|— I enclose you a Memorandum shewing that the 
total number of Petitioners amounted to 4574. [The words ‘Upon 
this subject of course I shall write to the Secy of State” are here deleted.] 
The insiduous [sic] manner in which He has introduced this matter in 
his report is too bad, but I must avoid regarding attacks upon myself 
or I shall not be able to work so well for the Country. 

The House of Assembly have voted to send Home Commissioners 
& to give them a thousand Pounds each— _ I have earnestly urged your 
instant appt. as Sole Commissioner—but it is evidently quite a party 
matter. 

I have as you will perceive used the pen of my daughter to whom we 
may well confide our private correspondence as I [the words ‘‘believe 
she never recollects’ are here deleted] dictate to her all my private 
letters & am thus able to take a little exercise by moving up & down my 
room.— 

I trust Divine Providence may give you renewed Health & Strength, 
& that you may be led to pursue that course in the affairs of Canada 
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that may issue in the tranquillity of the Country and the true happi- 
ness—temporal & eternal—of the People... [Sends regards.] 


[First enclosure lacking. Second enclosure referred to is probably 
item 728.] 


ARTHUR TO THE BisHOP OF REGIOPOLIS [ALEXANDER MACDONELL]: LB.2, 
p. 69-70. 


Govt. House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

Sir Allan Macnab mentioned to me yr. disappointmt. respectg. the 
nonconfirmation of the son of Colonel Cameron as Paymaster of his 
Uncle’s Regt. 

I shd. have been very glad indeed to have confirmed him—but, with 
justice & consistency it was not possible. 

The appointmt. of his Uncle to the important & lucrative Office of 
Sheriff of the Niagara District is, I think, some proof that in acknowl- 
edging yr. valuable aid in calling forth a Loyal feeling at |the moment 
of danger I have not been unmindful of yr. anxiety for the welfare & 
happiness of the Colonel’s family. 

From a conversation wh. I had a few days ago, with Mr. Nanahon [?] 
I regret to find that I have neglected to comply with yr. wish that he 
shd. be appointed one of the Trustees of the Penitentiary. No sooner 
did he speak of it than I recollected what had passed upon the subject, 
& much regretted that it had entirely escaped my recollection. 

The main object, however, of my addressing fhis Private Note to 
you is to perform an act of justice. 

Yr. Lordship, I am aware, in order to meet my anxiety to settle the 
Clergy Reserve Question has withdrawn any Claim on those lands wh. 
might be advanced on the part of the Catholics—hoping that a portion 
of the Jesuits Lands, to wh. you consider you have a claim may be 
appropriated to that purpose & I believe it has been yr. intention to 
proceed to England to advance that claim. 

At yr. time of Life I by no means recommend yr. undertaking such 
a voyage; nevertheless, if you do determine upon it, I think the expense 
of yr. undertaking, under such circumstances, ought to be defrayed by 
the public & I shd. not hesitate to have it brought under the notice of 
the House if you wish it. 


ARTHUR TO W{ILLIA]M Morris: LB.2, p. 72-73. 


Govt. House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I am much obliged to you for having sent for my perusal a copy of 
your letter to Principal Macfarlan! & Doctor Burns? on the subject of 
the Clergy Reserves. 

Yr. letter is useful in bringing together facts wh. are scattered thro’ 
various documts.—& valuable as regards the information it contains. 

I will not disingenuously lead you to suppose that I am convinced 
by yr. statemts. that the Scotch Church has any legal claim to the 
Lands—for my opinion is quite unchanged upon the point & I consci- 
entiously believe they were intended Solely to be given to the Church 
of England & the Act to my apprehension bears that instruction & no 


1Probably Duncan Macfarlane, principal of Glasgow University and convener of the 
“Committee of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland for promoting the Religious 
Interests of Scottish Presbyterians in the British Colonies.”’ 

2Probably the Rev. Robert Burns, principal secretary 1825-40 of the North American 
Colonial Society established in Glasgow. 
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other—but, happily, we are now relieved from the painful discussion 
whether the Church of Scotland was or was not to participate in the 
Clergy Reserves— It is I hope & believe most generally if not uni- 
versally, admitted that in justice she ought to have done so. And so 
far as it in any way rests with me I shall exert myself to the utmost to 
attain that end. 

Seeing how much pain and trouble & no doubt expense also you 
must personally have incurred in this contest I congratulate you on the 
result that has been brought about, and now allow me—most earnestly— 
to invoke the continued exertion of all yr. talents & influence to bring 
at once this important affair to a close. Do not permit if by any effort 
of yrs. it can be prevented this whole community to continue to be a 
devided [sic] people upon this long disputed Question but, under Provi- 
dence, determine that it shall now be adjusted for if it be not settled 
before another Session the difficulty may be greatly encreased & I think 
it not only possible but probable that it will be so[.] 

The period of my residence amgst. you is likely to be very limited, 
but, believe me, I take a sincere interest in the welfare & interest of all 
without regarding religious distinctions and should be truly gratifed to 
see those differences removed which have been attended with such very 
injurious consequences.— . 


ARTHUR TO COLBORNE: LB.2, p. 73-75. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I troubled you on Saturday with another Official respecting the Force 
to be kept out & informed you that I had found it necessary from the 
extreme pressure of applications to send home half the People who are 
out. It is still of the utmost importance that an immediate decision 
shd. be come to. : 

As I understand the matter, if the Militia thought they shd. be re- 
quired beyond the period of the six months many of them wd. extend 
their services—but, if they are to be disembodied then they desire that 
they shd. be at once apprised of it, that their farming arrangemts. may 
be made accordingly. 

It is also of the utmost importance as regards Quarters — Stores &c.— 

Lord Durham’s report has created much excitemt. The Reform 
party are all alive. they burnt Sir Francis Head in Effigy two days ago 
at the Humber. 

The publication of the whole of the Report appears to me most 
injudicious—& the more I reflect upon the scheme of a responsible 
Govt.—the more insane the idea appears to me to be. It will be found 
impracticable to administer such a Governmt. 

Lord Durham states that there were 30,000 petitions in favor of 
Lount & Mathews—the exact number was 4574. 

You must have forgotten days of old I think when you remind me 
that time may be saved by not asking Visitors to take a chair. The 
Members seem to look upon a chair as their prerogative !— 

I have nothing new of importance— General Brady was at Amherst- 
burg last week— He said to Col. Airey “Our Civil Authorities are so 
corrupt—their object from the highest to the lowest being mob popularity 
but it is impossible to calculate at any moment what any of them may 
do.”’— 

I am quite persuaded they will go to Wa rwith us as soon as they can 
with any prospect of success. With all my heart I wish that this mya 
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be avoided but unless we carry matters with a high hand they will 
presume more & more. 


[Str] JiouN] Harvey To ArtHur: A.L.S. 5p. 


Government House, Fredericton, N.B. 

I hasten to acknowledge the receipt this day of Your Excellency’s 
Letter of the 26th Ultimo, transmitting the Copy of an Address to Your 
Excellency from the House of Assembly of Upper Canada, expressive 
of Sentiments which the People of this Loyal Province will well know 
how to appreciate & from which they can not fail to derive encreased 
confidence in those Efforts which, I am proud to say, they are determined 
to a Man to make, in maintaining Her Majesty’s Rights & in repelling 
foreign aggression, in the event of such an alternative being forced upon 
them by the unwarrantable Proceedings of any neighbouring State. 

Although, by the adoption of moderate Counsels on either part, 
Border Collision has, I am happy to say, for the present been averted, 
& even the peaceable adjustment of the Great Question at issue, in some 
measure, I trust, facilitated, yet, looking at the intricacies & difficulties 
by which that question is surrounded, if it be to be determined by a 
reference to the Treaty of 1783 alone,—& to the disinclination which 
appears to exist, on the part of one of the Parties, to the adoption of 
any thing like a Conventional arrangement, or to a reference to a friendly 
arbitration, it is our duty to contemplate & to prepare for, however 
sincerely we may deprecate, a result otherwise than amicable,— & in 
this, as in every other view of the subject, it can not but be highly 
gratifying to our Gracious Queen & to the British Nation, to witness on 
the part of the Loyal Population of these Noble Colonies, an unanimous 
determination to maintain their Connexion with the Parent State, 
springing from a deep rooted attachment to British Institutions & a 
feeling of ardent hereditary Loyalty to The Throne.— 

For myself I request Your Excellency to receive my warmest acknowl- 
edgments for the very gratifying terms—which you have been pleased 
to use in transmitting to me this Address— Those of the Legislature 
of this Province will be conveyed through Your Excellency to the House 
of Assembly of Upper Canada, after I shall have had an opportunity 
of communicating its Address to them, at their next Session|.] 


HENRY SHERWOOD TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 4p. 


Toronto. 

The conversation which, I had the honor of holding with your 
Excellency on Saturday last, has induced me to communicate in writing 
some impressions, I have formed upon the meaning of the term ‘‘Family 
Compact” as applied in this Province— The term was in my opinion 
intended originally to apply in an odious sense to certain Individuals 
who were supposed to be in the Confidence of the Executive Government 
and who were related or connected together by family alliance[.] 

After a few years its meaning was extended so as to include all 
persons holding office under the Government— Individuals dis- 
appointed in their application for office or who from other causes imbibed 
a feeling of hostility to the person administering the Government in- 
variably expressed their disapprobation or discontent by raising the 
hacknied [sic] cry of ‘‘Family Compact’’— 

When no direct attack was made upon the Governor, the feelings 
of disappointed men against the Administration were uniformly ex- 
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pressed through the publick Press by denouncing the baneful influence 
of a ‘‘Family compact’’ without defining, of whom it was composed. 

Latterly however the term seems to be still more extended in its 
meaning and Lord Durham upon recent enquiry has discovered that 
“the bulk of this Party consists for the most part of native born Inhabi- 
tants of the Colony or of Emigrants who settled in it, before the Civil 
War with the United States’’[.] In this acceptation of the term its 
odious sense appears to have been dropped and a very large and influ- 
ential portion of our Inhabitants are now brought within the term 
“Family Compact” in contradistinction to what is termed a British 
Party— 

In its enlarged and comprehensive sense, I feel proud in being con- 
sidered, as one of the ‘‘Family Compact” but I deny that there exists 
on the part of the great Mass of Upper Canadiens the feelings of jealousy 
or hostility which Lord Durham would leave to be inferred from the 
Statements made in his report— 

The Upper Canadiens feel that upon British Capital—British enter- 
prise and upon British Emigrants the importance and prosperity of 
their native Province depends, and have (at least the Conservative 
part of them) adopted every means in their power to encourage British 
Emigration and they have denounced in the most unmeasured terms 
the unconstitutional and odious capitation tax imposed upon our fellow 
subjects from the British Isles on their arrival into Lower Canada— 

In the Session of 1836 & 1837 The Speaker of the Assembly of this 
Province, (then Mr. McNab), and myself used every exertion in our 
power to have agents sent to England Ireland and Scotland to induce 
persons to emigrate to this Province— The accompanying document 
is a copy of a Report upon the subject of Emigration with the names 
of the persons who voted for and against its adoption— Upon reference 
to these names, it will be observed that, the measure was supported by 
Nineteen Canadiens—four Irishmen—two Scotchmen, one Englishman 
and two Americans— It was opposed by two Canadiens and _ three 
Scotchmen who (with one exception), have invariably supported what 
they declare to be reform principles— 

[Enclosure lacking.!] 


[ 740 ] COLBORNE TO ARTHUR: L.S. 12p. 


Apr. 16 Government House, Montreal. 

I have the honor to acquaint Your Excellency with reference to your 
Confidential Communication of the 19th ultimo, that I am persuaded 
that the Corps of Militia of the Upper Province which have been com- 
pelled to serve on permanent duty during the winter must necessarily 
be allowed to return to their homes, and that they may now be dis- 
embodied without exposing the frontier to any immediate danger from 
the movements of the associated Brigands of the Adjoining States— 
I concur with you in opinion that the hostile feeling of which we have 
had experience appears to have in no respect abated among certain 
classes of the Citizens of the United States and that the utmost vigilance 
is required on our part to counteract the projects of a vicious population 
prepared to take advantage of any occurrence adverse to our interests 
or which may affect the tranquillity or welfare of the Colony. 

Under these Circumstances it becomes necessary to concentrate 


1But see Journal of the House of Assembly of Upper Canada .. . Session 1836-7. p. 145, 195-6. 
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three or four Battalions on the frontier of each District most liable to 
be suddenly invaded—and to make such arrangements as may enable 
the local Government to call out arm and equip [a] portion of the Seden- 
tary Militia at a short notice.— 

I recommend that each of the four incorporated Militia Corps 
engaged originally to serve for eighteen months may be completed to 
500. R &.F—and that two of them may be stationed in the London and 
Western Districts and attached to the three Regiments of the Line 
which I intend should occupy Amherstburg, Sandwich and St Thomas; 
that two Regiments of the Line may be stationed at Niagara and Drum- 
mondville, and one of the Battalions of the incorporated Militia, and 
the independent Companies of coloured men, at Chippewa and the 
adjacent frontier; One Regiment of the Line at Toronto, and nine 
Companies of the Line and a Battalion of the Incorporated Militia at 
Kingston— 

Gananoqui [sic] Brockville and Prescott being points where the 
Inhabitants are under constant apprehension and alarm, should be 
occupied by the Volunteer independent Companies raised in those 
Towns, and Captain McDonnel’s [t.e. Macdonell’s] Company of the 
Glengarry Highlanders and Detachments from the inCorporated Bat- 
talion at Kingston. The Corps commanded by Colonel Vankaughnett 
[v.e. Vankoughnet] at Cornwall, and Captain Crawford’s Company are 
I believe Composed of Irish labourers who have been employed on the 
Cornwall Canal. The service of this force might I think be advan- 
tageously extended and be stationed at Cornwall and Prescott. Two 
or three Companies I think should be selected from the Glengarry 
Regiments commanded by Colonel McDonnel [z.e. Macdonell] and 
Frazer [z.e. Fraser] and stationed at Lancaster and Coteau du Lac.— 
I see by the Returns that there are One thousand Provincial Cavalry 
now on duty in the Upper Province[;] this expensive force will I conclude 
be greatly reduced. I beg that Captain Sandon [z.e. Sandom] may be 
requested to order the Steam boat Commanded by Lieut Duffil to 
proceed to Amherstburg, and that the Detroit may be considered the 
Station of that Vessel and that he will authorize arrangements to be 
made at Ryerie’s Wharf, Port Stanley and Pelée Island for supplying 
the Steam boats stationed at Gravelly Bay or the Grand River which 
may be employed in conveying Troops and Military Stores to Posts on 
Lake Erie or the Detroit river[.] 

It is very difficult to ascertain the extent of the Means of the Patriots 
or whether any considerable force is really at their Command— The 
whole frontier may be kept in alarm by a small band of Outlaws, or the 
reports which we receive of the intentions of the Brigands may be 
correct and their preparations more formidable than we imagine— 

I have no doubt of the bad spirit that prevails in the States of Michi- 
gan, Ohio[,] New York and Vermont but events have proved to the 
people of the United States that however they may be interested in 
promoting disturbances in the Canada’s [sic] they can not accomplish 
their object without involving the two Countries in War. 

The American Authorities and particularly the Officers of the Army 
employed near Missisquoi Bay and the Seigniory of la Colle have lately 
been more active in their exertions to protect the frontier, and appear 
determined to put an end to the border outrages. 

In this Province I have reduced the Volunteer Corps to 700 Infantry 
and 300 Cavalry— This force is employed in forming a chain of posts 
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on the frontier from the Eastern Township of Stanstead to Hinchin- 


brooke and St Regis— 
[Endorsed in Arthur’s handwriting: ‘‘For the Asst Adjt. Generals 


perusal!’’.] 


CoOLBORNE TO ARTHUR: L.S. 9p. 


Government House, Montreal. [Marked ‘“‘duplicate original”’.] 
[Another copy of item 740 .] 


ARTHUR TO COLONEL [WILLIAM] Cox: LB.2, p. 64-65. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I much regret to hear that Mr Small has been so severely injured 
by some men of Captain Lowe’s company, and I cannot well understand 
how it is that there is no report from you upon the subject. 

A Warrant, I find, has been issued for the apprehension of the 
offenders, and I have recommended that the officer who is charged with 
it should wait upon you. By all means recommend Captain Lowe to 
advise them to attend quietly to the Warrant. 

Colonel Fosters letter leaves it with you either to proceed with 
allowing Captain Lowes company to be disbanded and the men to return 
to their Homes or the Company to be marched to Toronto; but they 
should on no account remain so near the scene of electioneering. 

With regard to the rest of the Troops under your authority I need 
scarcely say how important it is that they should not be allowed to be 
near the Hustings—and whatever measures you adopt for the preserva- 
tion of peace I shall approve. 

[Superscription reads: ‘‘Colonel Cox Comg at Whitby —”’] 


. B. SULLIVAN TO JNO. Macautay: LS. 


Ex. Council Chamber. 
I am not aware of any Case, but that of Anthony Flood, apprehended 
on political charges by Order of the Government. 


GEORGE PEKINS[?] TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 


Saltpint [i.e. Salt Point ?| [Postmarks: Syracuse.and Queenston.] 
[An illiterate and scurrilous letter.] 


J. B. Ropinson To ArtHuR: A.L.S. 4p. 


London. 

I came to town the night before last & was told yesterday that I 
should be in time to day for the bag which is to go by the Great Western— 
On my arrival I found a letter at my hotel from Lord Normanby ex- 
tending my leave for six months, in which he is pleased to say, or rather 
Mr. Labouchere writing for him ‘‘and I am directed to acquaint you 
that his Lordship is very happy to have it in his power by acceding to 
your request, to express in however slight a manner the respect which 
he entertains for yourself personally, and the estimation in which he 


holds your services’— Whether his Lordship’s respect will be shewn 
by adopting in any degree my views with respect to the affairs of Canada, 
I am yet unable to say— The day before I left town last, for Chelten- 


ham, I had a long conversation with Ld. Normanby at the Clarendon 
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Hotel, in which I gathered that up to that time no decision had been 
taken respecting Canadian affairs, & afterwards I received a note from 
him at Cheltenham, in which he said that if the Irish debate should be 
over by the 22d. (the day named for Canada affairs) the House of Com- 
mons would doubtless require some “‘repose’’ before entering on another 
subject of such magnitude— I infer that the naming the day was more 
for the purpose of shewing that Ministers expected to survive the Irish 
debate, than because they expected to be then ready with any scheme— 
The Irish Committee of the House of Lords sitting daily & the pending 
debate in the Commons occupies so wholly the attention of the Govern- 
ment & especially of Lord Normanby that I shall make no attempt to 
see him, till the vote has been taken in the Commons—but I have let 
his Secretary, Col. Yorke, know that I am now in Town, & intend to 
remain—so that I shall be sent tor if Iam wanted— _ I occupied myself 
while at Cheltenham in a particular examination of Lord Durham’s 
report as to it’s [sic] statements & reasoning— In my letter of February 
I stated my opinion of his suggestions— While I was at Cheltenham I 
met Lord Ellenborough at dinner & he seemed to be fully persuaded that 
there is an understanding between the Ministry & Lord Durham, & that 
the Governmnt will adopt his report in the main— I think not—but 
at any rate I am now ready to meet the Report point by point—& I feel 
confident that if the Governmt should really attempt to carry into 
effect Ld. Durham’s policy, they would utterly fail— I have every 
reason for believing that they have no such design— If they find that 
they are likely to go on thr[ou]gh the Session, then they must of course 
turn in good earnest to the Canadian difficulties—& much will depend 
upon what the Legislature are now doing at Toronto— If that should 
bear them out in proposing an Union, they will be apt I think to do so— 
though no person here seems to think such a measure would, be wise, 
or prudent— The most probable event, so far as I can yet judge, is 
that nothing final will be done this Session, unless there is a change of 
Ministers— 

I have taken a house for two months, and until we get into it, which 
will not be for four or five days I shall not see many persons—but I 
shall hear of any movement that may be intended— 

We have this moment heard of the arrival of my Son & Mr. Boulton 
at Cheltenham, they are to be with us this eveng. We are all well— 
My own health is much improved—indeed I have no difficulty while I 
am quiet—but I am unequal to much exercise—not however from any 
want of strength— Your Excellencys speech at the opening of the 
Session was republished in the London papers & much approved of as 
a temperate & clear exposition of the real state of things— It is painful 
to see the Governmnt of a Great Empire like this content itself with 
meeting the difficulties of each day by the exertion indispensible [szc] 
at the moment, without entering upon measures of a permanent character 


that might confer security & restore confidence— I have done what- 
ever I could, for exciting a different spirit so far as our Colonies are con- 
cerned, but I doubt whether with much effect— Immediately on 


Receiving Your Excellcy’s last letter with the inclosures I called & had a 
conversation with Lord Normanby upon it, & also with Ld. Fitzroy 
Somerset who seemed to feel a proper interest in the subject, & assured 
me that he would do al! that he could for ensuring a compliance with 
your wishes, respecting the Military stores— I am anxious to hear 
from Canada, after you have all seen that vile Report of Ld. Durham— 
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It ought to excite the greatest possible contempt for Lord Durham in 
the mind of every man who saw & conversed with him in Canada, for 
assuredly he carefully forebore [sic] to lead any one to imagine that 
such were his views— I fear that document will be long & deeply 
injurious to Canada— In fact it is the politics of the London Spectator, 
& of the Colonial Advocate, put into official form and zealously enforced 
by the recommendation of the Queen’s Commissioner—an English 
Peer!— The mis[s]tatements—the inconsistencies & the absurdities of 
the Report are incredible— It requires one to have dissected as I have 
done, & with the same knowledge & recollection of the matters to which 
it refers to have a full conception of it’s extreme worthlessness. I have 
never seen Ld. Durham since it came out— _ I confess I do thoroughly 
dislike & despise him. In a few days I shall have occasion again to 
write to Your Excelly. .. 

[P.S.] I saw Sir F. Head, yesterday, his book has reached a 3d. 
edition— Ministers have published their collection of his correspond- 
ence— 


ARTHUR TO COLONEL [HENRY] BootH: LB.2, p. 68-69. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

There is no serious intention to my knowledge of moving yr. corps. 
communicated to me[.] The Commander of the Forces has com- 
municated to me his desire that three Corps of the Line shd. occupy 
Amherstburg, Sandwich & St. Thomas & that two of the incorporated 
Regts. of Militia shd. be stationed in the Western District. 

That one Regt. of the Line shd. be stationed at Drummondville, 
one at Fort George & one incorporated Regt. of Militia & the colored 
Companies at Chippewa & Fort Erie— 

One Regt of the Line at Toronto—9 Companies of the Line at King- 
ston with one incorporated Regt of Militia. 

One Provincial Corps & some independent Companies on the St Law- 
rence. 

If you wish to offer to me any suggestions upon these arrangemts. 
I shall receive them with much pleasure.— 


ALEX[ANDE]R MACDONELL TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 3p. 


Toronto. 

When I had the honor of conversing with your Excellency a few days 
ago I took the liberty of mentioning my intention of visiting great 
Britain & Ireland this Summer principally with the view of encouraging 
Emigration upon an extensive Scale next Spring. I shall have no hesi- 
tation to assure the intended Emigrants, & I hope to convince them that 
your Excellency will afford them every assistance & accomodation in 
your power, but in order to prevent disappointment & discontent on 
their part it would be necessary that the Emigrants should know exactly 
what they might expect on their arrival in this Country, & therefore if 
your Excellency would condescend to furnish me with some document 
for the perusal of the Colonial Secretary showing what advantages ought 
to be held out to the Emigrants it could not fail to have the very best 
effect. 
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As I can[nJot expect to be back before next Spring I hope your 
Excellency will have the goodness to order my Salary to be paid for 
this year to my agent altho absent myself. . . 

Alexr. Macdonell 
Bp. of Kingston[.] 


JOHN STRACHAN TO JOHN Macautay: A.L.S. 2p. 


Toronto. 

As an impression seemed to rest on His Excellencys mind on Saturday 
last that there had been waste in the expenditure of the University of 
Kings College—that Salaries had been paid before the Institution was 
in operation or a stone of the buildings laid & surprise expressed at the 
total amount, permit me to offer some explanatory remarks for the 
Lieutenant Governors information, which will I trust place matters in a 
different light for I should deem it a great misfortune to suffer for a 
moment in His Excellencys good opinion— 

1st The expense incurred has been for actual service except perhaps 
two items in taking care of the property belonging to the Institution. 
The moment that the lands were under patent, it became the duty of 
the Council to render them available, but this could not be done without 
incurring considerable expence. Surveyors were sent through the 
Province to report the state & situation of each lot, and its supposed 
value— An office was established & the Chancellor appointed a Regis- 
trar and Bursar at £150 per annum each— Afterwards both offices 
were united and Col: Wells appointed by Sir John Colborne at £300 per 
annum a Sdlary which cannot be considered too high for the services 
performed, since it is only equal to that of the first Clerks in the several 
Provincial departments— 

2nd The Bursar and Registrar required a Clerk & Messenger—the 
labour having increased the Clerk obtained £150 & the Messenger who 
acts also as junior Clerk £100[.] 

3d— On purchasing the ground on which the College buildings 
are to be erected it was found almost in a state of nature, and much was 
therefore required to be done to put it in proper order and continue it 
so— To accomplish all this a Superintendant of grounds was appointed 
at about £70 and afterwards raised to nearly £100—a remuneration as 
low as could be effected[.] 

4th The Superintendant required labourers to dig, level, plant, 
make roads, and keep all the grounds in order. The expence sometimes 
more sometimes less, but at the common wages of 3/9 per day it could 
seldom be lower than £200 per annum|.] 

5th Some changes were proposed in Upper Canada College and 
to enable Dr. Phillips who was in bad health to retire, a temporary 
allowance was granted him of £100 per annum at the express desire of 
Sir John Colborne, till he could be otherwise provided for. In the mean 
time His Excellency wrote to the Secretary of State in Dr. Phillips favour, 
but without effect. It ought however to be observed that this arrange- 
ment did not increase the general expence of Upper Canada College, as 
Dr Phillips had a Salary as Vice Principal of £400 but his Successor is 
only allowed £300— 

6th— When it was thought that the buildings would be com- 
menced Mr Young was employed at £200 per annum & the arrangement 
made with him was believed at the time to be prudent|[.] 
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7th— In 1837 Sir Francis Head found that a Salary had been 
assigned to the President of £250 by Lord Bathursts despatch of 
31st March 1827 but had never been claimed, although he had been 
employed for ten years more or less in the business of the University— 
signed all deeds of transfer, and presided at all meetings &c &c. His 
Excellency considering his income narrow when compared to that of 
many others deemed such abstinence unnecessary and ordered the 
Salary to be paid. For the past the President refused any remuneration, 
and only accepted it from the time, that the Chancellor expressed his 
approbation— Should His Excellency Sir George Arthur the present 
Chancellor think differently the Salary can again be placed in abeyance 
after the current half year and so continue as before till the University 
goes into full operation or circumstances arise which may render it 
expedient for him to retire from the Institution— 

Now it is evident that these various items form when collected a 
considerable sum & when multiplied by ten or eleven years over which 
they are spread present a large amount, and yet when taken seperately 
[sic] do not appear unreasonable— 


C.L, LSFOsterR TO ARTHURS A.L-S: Sp. 


Toronto. 

Memoranda.— 

It appears to me, that the following Places should not be left without 
a small Force at each place, viz. By Town, the Line of the Rideau Canal, 
Presq’isle, as pointed out in Colonel Wilkins’ and Colonel Ruttan’s 
Letter to me on the subject lately, Penetangashene [sic], Sarnia and 
St. Claire [stc] Frontier, and Goderich, and that Toronto should also be 
garrisoned with a strong Corps of Militia Volunteers, in addition to the 
intended Regiment of the Line.— 

For this purpose, perhaps the most ceconomical mode of proceeding 
would be to encrease the numbers of the 4 Incorporated Battalions to 
their originally proposed Establishment, from whence the force required 
for the protection of all the beforementioned Posts, except Toronto, 
might be detached.— 

It may be well to observe, that some of the Independent Companies 
are engaged until the last of July, and others until October, 1839; but 
that the Incorporated Battalions are attested for Service to the 30th. of 
April, 1840.— 


[Enclosure:] 


[1839] 
[A pr. 24 ?] 
[C. L. L. Foster ?] To [ARTHUR ?]: 
[Place not stated.| 
; Memorandun]|.|]! 
The 4 Incorporated Corps [The following passage is here 
to be completed to 500 deleted: ‘‘Propose that these 
Rank & file Corps should be completed to 


1In this memorandum the left hand column apparently contains references to recom- 
mendations made by Colborne to Arthur in item 740. The right hand column and the 
portion following the double columns are written in red ink, and would appear to embody 
Foster’s comment. 
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Three Regiments of the 
Line to occupy 
Amherstburg, Sandwich 
and St. Thomas’ [sic] 

to which 3 Regiments 
“are to be attached” 

2 of Incorporated 
Militia in the London 
and Western Districts 


Two Regiments of the 
Line at Drummondville 
and Niagara; with one 
Incorporated Regiment 
and the Colored Corps 
at Chippewa and the 
adjacent Frontier. 


One Regiment of the 
Line at Toronto 
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their originally intended estab- 
lishment vizt. 640 Rank & file. 
Uniformity of system and dimi- 
nution of correspondence would 
be among the good effects.’’] 
The Independent Companies 
alluded to for Gananoque Brock- 
ville and Prescott need not then 
be raised as the Incorporated 
Battalion at Kingston would be 
able to furnish the force required 
for those places. 

34th. Regiment at Fort Mal- 
den, 32d. at Sandwich 85th. St. 
Thomas. 

Presuming that Sir John by 
the words ‘‘attached to”’ means 
that the 2 Militia Corps are to 
be so placed as to be able to 
act in concert with the Regi- 
ments of the Line, proposed that 
one Militia Regiment be at 
London the other at Chatham. 
NB. This arrangement contem- 
plates that the Commander of 
the Forces prefers St. Thomas 
to London as the quarters of a 
Regiment of the Line[.] 
43d. at Drummondville 73d. at 
Niagara or vice versa as the 
case may be; the Colored Corps 
and the Incorporated Regiment 
raised to the proposed establish- 
ment of 640 could then occupy 
in force sufficient Chippewa 
Fort Erie Point Abino and so 
to Port Colborne inclusive. 
NB.— This arrangement is 
made on the supposition (and 
which I fear is too true) that 
Colonel Booth must go home for 
the benefit of his health—the 
command will then be left in the 
hands of an experienced Officer 
Colonel Lovel|.] 
93d Highlanders— It would 
appear needless to incur the 
expense of moving this Regi- 
ment and relieving them by 
another; with great deference to 
the opinion of the Commander 
in Chief, I consider this force, 
unsupported, too weak for the 
Post[.] 
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9 Companies of the Line 
at Kingston with an 
Incorporated Battalion 


Gananoque, Brockville 
and Prescott to be 
occupied by Independent 
Companies raised in 
those Towns with Capt. 
McDonald’s [t.e. Mac- 
donell’s ?} company of 
Glengar(r]y Highlanders 
and Detachments of 

the Incorporated 
Battalion from 

Kingston. Colonel 
VanKoughnet’s Regiment 
and Captain Crawford’s 
Company may be extended 
to and stationed at 
Cornwall and Prescott. 


Two or three Companies of 
the Glengarry Highland 
Regiments of Colonels 
McDonald [#.e. Macdonell] 
and Fraser may be stationed 
at Lancaster and Coteau 
du Lac{.] 


The 83d Regiment the left Wing 
of the 65th. and Colonel Hills 
Incorporated Corps. 


At Brockville Capt Edmondson’s 
Company and at Prescott Captn 
Jessup’s each consisting of 80 
Bayonets and raised already for 
12 Months— This arrange- 
ment would then leave Captn 
McDonald’s Company of Glen- 
gary Highlanders, Captain 
Crawfords Company (now at 
Cornwall) and say, three com- 
panies of Colonel Hills Incor- 
porated Regiment (the whole 
amounting to 400 Bayonets[)]} 
disposeable for any points be- 
tween Gananoque and Cornwall. 
NB. From what I have heard 
it appears probable that diffi- 
culty may exist in keeping up 
Colonel VanKoughnet’s Corps; 
but I presume that the force 
already detailed for this part of 
the Frontier added to the known 
loyalty and readiness of the 
Ottawa, Eastern and Johnstown 
Districts, to turn out in case of 
danger, will be deemed sufficient. 


In Sir John Colborne’s letter no arrangements have been 
entered into as regard the Artillery, either Royal or Provincial; 

nor further than expecting a reduction to take place has 
the Provincial cavalry been noticed. 

With respect to the latter Arm, I should propose one 


Troop for Toronto one for the Niagara Frontier, one for the 
Western Frontier, one for Kingston and a fifth for Cornwall 
each Troop to consist of 50 Sabres.— 

With regard to the Artillery I beg to propose that the 
demi Battery now at Drummondville of R.A. should remain 
as at present.—that a Provincial force of Gunners sufficient 
to man a Demi Battery should be raised and stationed at 
Niagara, The Demi Battery of Royal Artillery now at Toronto 
should stand fast, the Demi Battery of Royal Artillery at 
Brantford to move to St. Thomas’, that of Royal Artillery at 
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London to be pushed on to Sandwich but to be relieved by a 
Demi-Battery of Provincials. 

A similar force of the same service should be at Chatham 
and the two 9’s now at Amherstburg to be replaced by two 6's 
and the former run into the Fort. 

The preceding arrangement leaves the coast from Toronto 
to Kingston totally unguarded; but I do not apprehend any 
attack or disturbance during the Summer time unless it be 
at Belleville and Presqu’Isle at each of which Posts should 
be an effective Company of 50 men. 

The Company of Captain McDonald now stationed at 
Whitby being 100 strong might do this duty in subdivisions 
one at each place and is already enlisted for 12 Months/.| 


Lancaster 
One Company of 
Colonel Frasers Glengarry 


Rater ee 80 R. and F. 
i) 
Cornwall 
Captn Crawford’s 
GT oe) clas one heck ee RE! 80° 
7 Crome Mien es 50} 160 
Thirty Provincial | sa 
Sig | (yee ae nr EY Ey ee ne eee _. 30 
Prescott 
Captn. Macdonell’s 
Company of Glengarry . 
RAMSAR S Se ee 8 80 j ve 
Brockville 
Captn. Jessup’s Indept. 
LTTE T | 58 Rea ander eee Smee 80} 80 
Gananoque 
Captn. Edmondson’s 
deni Contsatiy 2 ee ee 80} 80 
Kingston 
Colonel Hill’s 4th 
Incorporated Battalion —__.._._..----.---------- eat 
fa led 8 ("Cra igs UR Oe: 2 1 | ener AS 550 
Presqu’ Isle 
Captn MacDonald’s 
(Whitby) Company 
detaching if necessary 
PEM Sy | ee ea ee eee 100} 100 
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Niagara Frontwer 
Colonel Kingsmill’s 


Sar lncorp: battaliOne. sh eaee eee 


Major Webbe’s Colored 
Corps, raised to 3 


Companies of 30 eachy ee 


A Demi Battery 


Provincral Artillery. ee 


One Troop of 


Cavalry.of 50 Sabres = 45 oe 


London 
Sir Allan MacNab’s 


ist.clncorp. Battahons eee eee 


A Demi Battery 


of: ProvincialvArtileny. see 


30 
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Simcoe or St. Thoma’s |sic] 


A Troopiof $0; Cavalry.ns ccewee ee 


Chatham 
Colonel B. Young’s 


2d Incorps battalion.) eae ce 


Captn Muttlebury’s 
Colored Company 


faisechto: SU dni lessee ee ee 


A Demi Battery 


oly Provincial Artilery, eee 


80 


610 


Amherstburg 
A Demi Battery of 


Provincial’ Artillery, oe sence 


A Troop of 50 


ra Valter ectice scare tae eee ee 


“| 
50 


Grand total of Provincial force 
Rank & File 


W. H. HAWKER To ArtHUR: A.L.S. 3p. 


Plymouth. 


3220! 


I beg to annex your Acct. for the wine forwarded in the spring of 


last year— 


satisfaction. 

The vessel being in ballast the bulk head was put up to surround it 
for security; as sailors if they have the opportunity are sometimes in the 
habit of drinking wine & substituting water. 
expence wou’d have amounted to so much, but I consulted the Captain 
I think about it.— 


I hope it arrived safely & that it proved of qualities to give 


I was not aware that the 


“Carried over’’ figures at the foot and beginning of the folios have not been transcribed. 
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The wine I apprehended, is liable to frequent changes in its convey- 
ance by Steam to you and the casing I trust was beneficial on that 
account... 

[Mentions ‘‘Your friends here’; Mrs. Raynor; Admiral Hawker. ] 


1838 
April 3— 1 Pipe, 118 gallons Supr. old Port 
@ £60 p Pipe of 115 gallons 61.1153 
1 Butt, 112 gallons Supr. old Cavezas 
Sherry @ £75 p Butt of 108 gal: 7115.6 
Bond, Entries & Bills lading...0.000000..... 0.14.6 
Drayage, Crane dues, & Boathire.......... rae 
Waste, CoM DODCTa Ce Mai. suede estes 2 on) 
Freight & Primage to Quebec.........00.000 1.19.6 
TNSURANCETOLG Ly tun tethe, A Moye nkat Aad 
Shipwright’s bill for 
Bulk head .... 5.14.6 
less—for Timber 
returned 0.12.6 5.2.0) 12,15:5 
PASZ.. 22 


J. B. RoBINSON To ARTHUR: A.L.S. 4p. 


London, 29 Half Moon St. 

Having just heard of a good private opportunity, I have set the 
young fingers of my establishment to work copying the letter which I 
wrote in Feby. last to Lord Normanby, upon Lord Durham’s report— 
I hope Your Excellency may be able to read it— When that was 
written Lord Durham was impatiently & most absurdly attempting to 
force on a discussion upon Canadian affairs, before time had been given 
to examine his extraordinary report, & being anxious to get something 
before the Government in time, I abandoned, for the moment, the 
attempt to examine Ld. Durham’s statements & reasonings in detail— 
& very hastily wrote this letter now inclosed upon the general tendency 
of the Report— I have since finished the other and longer paper—but 
up to this time I have made no use of it— It is really scarcely credible 
how full that vile report is of inconsistencies & gross mis[s]tatements— 
I believe I have exposed most of these, but my doubt is whether it was 
worth while to take the trouble, for I do not imagine that the Report 
will have much influence in this Country, whatever mischief it may do 
on your side of the Ocean— However when I say this I am wholly in 
the dark—as to the intention of the Governmnt— Before I went to 
Cheltenham I had repeated conversations with Lord Normanby in 
which he appeared to be perfectly candid & confidential, & the impression 
I derived from our last conversation was that nothing had been de- 
termined— I have now been about ten days in town— When I first 
came they were in the midst of the Irish question—and I merely called 
& left my address with Col Yorke—_ I have since heard nothing from 
his Lordship, but it seems that the Governmnt after being repeatedly 
pressed upon the subject by Sir Robert Peel have positively engaged to 
bring forward a Canadian project on next Monday week (6 May)— I 
hear from other quarters that the Govt. speak as if they were really 
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prepared with a scheme—but what it is no one knows, & they are so 
evidently inclined to make a mystery of it, that I am determined I will 
make no effort to extract the secret— After all that has passed, Ld. 
Normanby could hardly decline to gratify my curiosity, but I have no 
intention of embarrassing him by making any inquiry. My idea is that 
the Govt. think it even now quite doubtful whether they will live to the 
day named & that they are not at this moment really prepared with a 
final measure for Canada— The West India (Jamaica) question comes 
on first, and it is exceedingly doubtful whether Ministers will not be 
defeated on the bill which they have declared they will persist in— I 
know that the Conservatives expect a Majority & only doubt whether 
Ministers will not back out— I saw a Gentleman yesterday who had 
just heard Lord Glenelg say that he was quite certain the Ministry would 
not last many days—that he had [no doubt] that they could get on with 
either of the two [projects] Jamaica, and Canada, but that their carrying 
their measure on both was quite out of the question— I believe they 
wish themselves out of office & would willingly go out before committing 
themselves on the Canadian matter—& if they should, it is quite certain 
that any respectable measure which the Conservatives may introduce 
will be opposed by them as well as by the radicals— _ I trust therefore 
that the Whigs will not be able to evade the question while in office—. 

The Great Western I hope will bring us interesting accounts of your 
proceedings at Toronto— If Ministers have any scheme ready, I think 
it likely it will be some approach to a Union—something conditional to 
await an expression of opinion from Upper Canada— 

I am comfortably settled here—& have good opportunity of hearing 
whatever is going on, thr[ou]gh various channels[.] 

If any thing bad is attempted, I shall not be inactive— 

It seems from our late accounts that there is no immediate danger of 
trouble on the frontier of N. Brunswick—but there is a universal distrust 
here of what the[?] Governmt may do, on the question of Boundary— 
I can not believe that there is any danger of the American claim being 
conceded to the full extent—but if it be not, I have little doubt that it 
will lead to a war at no distant day— 

[The enclosure referred to is apparently item 668.] 


ARTHUR TO COLBORNE: LB.2, p. 65-68. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

As I know you continue to cherish a deep interest in the College wh. 
you founded, I avail myself of the first moment of leisure wh. presents 
itself, to acquaint you that the University Council, under the Authority 
of the Act vesting in that Body a control upon Upper Canada College, 
has recently, at my suggestion, directed a Committee of it’s [sic] own 
Members to examine & report upon the affairs of that Institution, as 
well as those of the University itself. 

The Legislature during the present Session, has followed up the 
inquiries instituted by the Assembly in 1836, & has called upon me for 
information on various points connected with the Managemt. of the 
Endowmts. of both Institutions. 

The Committee of the Council has been instructed to investigate 
this subject with special care, & submit a full report on that point as 
well as on all others connected wich the welfare of those important 
Institutions; & the advancemt. of education in the Province. 
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According to the abstract of wh. I enclose you a copy it will be seen 
that the sum of nearly £7,000 has been expended in enclosing, embellish- 
ing & keeping in order the avenues & grounds of King’s College! An- 
other sum of about £5,000 has been expended in paymt. of salaries, 
Office incidents &c! The land purchased for the site of the College cost 
£4,400. thus between 16 and 17000£ have been expended before a stone 
of the university has been laid! The amount of sale of land is stated at 
£100,000—of wh. about £53,000 have been realized|.] 

Of this sum, however, it turns out that £15,000—only are so vested 
in Govt. Debentures, Bank Stock, & private approved promissary 
notes,—as to bear interest; while the loan of capital belonging to King’s 
College wh. has been employed in building Upper Canada College, & 
partly towards its annual support,—now amounts to nearly £34,000.—& 
can scarcely be ever expected to repay the University.— 

You will observe that an average annual advance for the maintenance 
of U. C. College has been made during the last 3 years from the funds 
of the University amounting to £1500[.] It is quite clear to me that 
both Institutions cannot successfully go on. 

I have it therefore in view materially to reduce the annual expense 
attendant on the management of the Affairs of the University—in fact 
it seems to me necessary for an indefinite period to postpone the building 
of the University, & it wd. appear desirable carefully to enquire into the 
practicability of rendering U. C. College provisionally a substitute for 
it—adequate for perhaps many years to all the demands of this com- 
munity for instruction in the higher branches of learning & science—this 
is under the consideration of the House. 

As I look upon myself to be but a bird of passage in Canada & am 
ready to fly off at the shortest notice I am unwilling to take decided 
measures for postponing the University to a very long day without asking 
yr. opinion upon the matter— At the same time I must say that with 
some further assistance Upper Canada College seems to me to be ade- 
quate for the wants of the Province for some years to come. 

At present I will do no more than hint that, from what passed at the 
Meeting, I apprehend the University funds have not been accurately 
accounted for—or there is confusion in keeping them! The accounts 
are now under investigation|.] 

It was well the affair at Prescott respectg. the firing at the ‘‘United 
States’’ was no worse. Another most imprudent outrage has been com- 
mitted upon an American Schooner in passing thro’ the Welland Canal— 
but, by taking immediate steps in the Matter the American Master has 
been fully satisfied. We must expect these ebull[llitions of anger for some 
time to come but, by promptness & conciliation I shd. hope no great evil 
will arise out of them.— 

The ‘‘Traveller’’ Steamer put into Rochester a few days ago— She 
had brought two Military Prisoners (deserters under sentence) from 
Hamilton to Toronto w[h]ere they were landed—but, a rumour spread 
at Rochester that they were still onboard—whereupon, Mackenzie! pro- 
ceeded under a Warrant with a party to examine the Vessel— the Warrant 
is rather a curious Instrumt.— I enclose a Copy of it. Is is [sic] not 
monstrous that they allow that vagabond to interfere under authority. ! 
In speaking to Col. Airey last week respectg. the ‘‘Hunter’s Lodges” 
General Brady told him that there was so much corruption from the 
highest downwards that it was impossible to be certain of tranquillity from 
day to day. 
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There is a Report now before the House on Lord Durham’s Report— 
I have not seen it, but Sir Allan Macnab told me it was ably drawn— 

I presume it is Mr. Hagerman’s composition. The Autocrat’s 
Report upon the Upper Province is, generally, denounced as a distortion 
or misrepresentation of facts— the style evidently shows that it is the 
production of a different pen from that of the Lower Provincel.] 

[Enclosures lacking.] 


FREDERICK HALKETT TO ARTHUR: L.S. 6p. 


Alssistant] Military] Secretarys Office, Toronto. 

Having in my communication of 8th. Ultimo, laid before Your 
Excellency a statement of the Multifarious duties which devolve upon 
the Military Secretary’s Department in this Province, and having 
perused the Military Secretary’s letter of 10th. Instant, in which those 
duties are adverted to, I have the honor to call Your Excellency’s Atten- 
tion to a passage in Colonel Rowan’s letter, by which it appears to me 
that the nature of my duties is not fully understood at Head Quarters. 

Alluding to the examination of Paylists and Accounts, Colonel 
Rowan says—that in the Upper Province the most important part of 
that duty, vizt. verifying the correctness of the calculations being per- 
formed by the Commissariat, the Assistant Military Secretary has 
merely to check the periods and numbers of each rank. 

I hope the examination of the Paylists may in future prove as easy 
a task as it is here represented, but I have hitherto found it far from 
easy to check either the periods or the numbers alluded to. 

From the sudden manner in which the Militia were called out last 
year, and from a variety of circumstances connected with the pressing 
exigencies of the times, the paylists for this Force generally presented a 
most disheartening appearance, particularly with regard to the dispro- 
portionate number of Officers,—nor was I, in doubtful cases, able to 
obtain much information from the Adjutant General of Militia, as 
Commanding Officers did not observe sufficient regularity in the trans- 
mission of Returns, which were the more necessary, as the Militia were 
in most cases originally called out by the local Military or Militia 
authorities. 

It therefore generally became necessary to refer to other quarters, 
and from the often conflicting evidence of the parties to draw what 
appeared the best conclusions. Explanatory Remarks, Erasures and 
disallowances, naturally followed, involving much loss of time as well as 
angry and unpleasant correspondence. Such also has been the history 
of the Allowance Lists and accounts during the whole of last winter,— 
and without wishing to deny the importance of the duty of verifying 
the correctness of the calculations, it must be remembered, that the 
paylists and Accounts, after leaving my Office, are distributed for pay- 
ment amongst Eleven different Commissariat Offices, whereby the 
labour of the Commissariat Department is very much subdivided, and 
however tedious it may be to check each seperate [sic] calculation, I 
would submit, that this is a plain straight forward task, strictly defined 
and admitting of no kind of doubt or embarrassment,—whereas the 
previous examination, the various documents have undergone in my office 
has, as shown, been exceedingly perplexing, involving no small degree of 
responsibility and unpleasantry. 
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The most minute examination will at all times, under che present 
system of receipted paylists, be requisite in order to promote their pay- 
ment at the Commissariat Office, without the necessity of vexatious 
references and delays on trivial points, as also because there will seldom 
be an opportunity of correcting any mistake, as to periods and numbers, 
which may be discovered, after the paylists have once left the Assistant 
Military Secretary’s Office. 

I have been induced to offer these observations, not from any desire 
to make difficulties or to magnify those I have so long experienced, but 
because I think it of importance that my position and the duties of my 
Department should be fully understood in all their bearings, and I 
venture to hope that the disadvantages under which I have laboured 
will induce a lenient consideration of any errors that may be discovered,— 
which has been my object in making this representation. 


Pi DRAvER to... A. LUCKER: A,13S, Zp; 


[Place not stated.| 

The House last night adopted a report on which an address will be 
no doubt presented to H. E. praying H. E. to extend the Clemency of 
the Crown to Mr Gourlay who lies under a sentence of banishment 
passed in 1819. The circumstances of Mr Gourlay’s case were peculiar— 
I have no personal knowledge of them as I was not then a resident of 
this province. But the act under which he was sentenced has been long 
repealed and I will add that if even it was necessary when passed—it 
was not such a law as ever should have been permanent{.] 

I should not have felt myself called on to oppose this proceeding 
were it not that the report taken in connexion with the petition involves, 
indirectly at least, an approval of Mr. Gourlay’s conduct in 1817.18. & 
19—and by making the request for his pardon originate with this House 
in my opinion is equivalent to a censure on the administration of Justice 
at that period— 

I therefore moved as an amendment— That as all that was re- 
quired by Mr G—was the exercise of the Royal Prerogative of mercy— 
& as that prerogative should be freely exercised without making the 
Legislature the channel of applying for it in the first instant Mr. Gourlay 
should in the first place lay his case before H Excy. for his decision— 

I regret that this amendment was rejected by the casting voice of the 
Speaker—as I think it simply involved the assertion of a high consti- 
tutional principle and ought to have prevailed— 

I make this statement that when the address comes up H. E. may 
be apprised of all the facts of the case. I still think the course wrong 
and am of opinion that the reply ought to maintain the royal pre- 
rogative— It might state that H. E. would give every consideration 
to the Recommendation of the House and that their favourable view of 
Mr G’s case would weigh greatly in his favour whenever he applied for 
the Exercise of Her Majesty’s highest and peculiar prerogative viz that 
of shewing mercy[.] 


[WRITER-AND RECIPIENT NOT STATED]: M. 38p. 


[Place not stated.) [Marked ‘‘Confidential’’; endorsed “Alphabetical 
arrangement of Districts—political state of Inhabitants.”] 
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A 


This tract, forming part of Lower Canada, comprehends four Seig- 
nories, vizt, Soulange, and New Longueil on the River St Lawrence, 
from the Cascades to Céteau du Lac and the Province Line, and the 
Seignories of Vaudreuil and Rigaud extending from the St Lawrence 
along the South Bank of the Ottawa. 

The population is French Canadian, and differs little from that of the 
Parishes on the North Bank of the Ottawa, and island of Montreal, in 
habits, sentiments or character. 

On the occasion of the first outbreak in 1837, a party of Volunteers 
from Cornwall hastened to occupy the Fort at Céteau du Lac, which is 
a miserable work, of which there was strong reason to believe that an 
Insurgent Force, collected from the adjacent parishes, was about to take 
possession. 

The whole of the inhabitants in these Seignories would, in the event 
of another rebellious movement in Lower Canada, require to be promptly 
looked after. 

This may well be done by a Militia Force from the County of Glen- 
garry. 

B 


The Ottawa District, compromising the Counties of Prescott and 
Russell contains a population of about 8500 souls. 

Opposite to this District, on the Northern Bank of the Ottawa River, 
and in Lower Canada, lies Papineau’s own Seignory of La Petite Nation, 
and some other settlements containing a French Population by no 
means friendly to British Rule. 

In the Ottawa District, the majority of the inhabitants are most 
probably loyal. There are, however, many residents of United States’ 
origin, and these constitute a class which, wherever found, must be 
looked on with distrust and suspicion. 


C. 


The Bathurst District lying West of the Ottawa District, rests upon 
the Ottawa District upon the North, and is bounded on the South by 
the District of Johnstown. It is divided into two Counties, viz, Carl[e]ton 
containing about 13,500, and Lanark containing nearly 16000 souls. 
The Town of Perth is situated in this District, and is it’s [sic] chief 
town, but a new District is about to be formed from portions of the 
present Districts of Ottawa, Bathurst, and Johnstown, with Bytown as 
it’s judicial seat. 

The District of Bathurst was settled at the close of the last War, 
by disbanded soldiers, and Scottish Emigrants, and contains, at this 
time, a very loyal population. Very few of it’s inhabitants can be 
considered as open to suspicion with regard to their Monarchical attach- 
ments. 


DF 


Returning to the River St Lawrence, and commencing at the Province 
Boundary Line, we enter the Eastern District of Upper Canada. 
The first County is Glengarry, containing upwards of 12,000 inhabi- 
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Glengarry. C. tants. The gallant manner in which the Militia of this County re- 


Alexander peatedly assembled and marched against the rebels of Lower Canada 
Chisholm is well known. The people are principally Scotch Highlanders of the 
Donald Roman Catholic, and Presbyterian Churches. 
McDonnell The next County is Stormont, containing, according to the last 
[sic] census, nearly 10,000 souls. The town of Cornwall is situated in this 


Stormont.C County. Many of the inhabitants of Stormont are of German origin 
Donald Aeneas and, in the main, they are loyal. 
McDonnell [sic] _ The most Westerly County of this District is Dundas, containing 
Alexander nearly 7000 inhabitants. 
McLean Its front Townships are Williamsburgh and Matilda. A large pro- 
portion of the People of this County are the descendants of the original 
Cornwall. T. | German Settlers, always noted for their loyalty—descendants of U. E. 
Geo. S. Jarvis Loyalists The great body of them are still to be accounted loyal, 
but, unhappily, they are ignorant and illiterate, and thus open to the 


Dundas. C. arts of Demagogues, and education is much required. 
Peter Shaver 
John Cook 
E. 
Johnstown Grenville, the next County Containing on its front the Townships of 


Edwardsburgh and Augusta, belongs to the District of Johnstown. It’s 

Grenville. C. population is rated 13,861 souls. 
Henry Burritt There is too much reason for apprehending that a good deal of dis- 
Milo. affection is scattered over this County. Indeed, it was a knowledge of 
McCargar the discontents existing in it as well as in other parts of the District of 
Johnstown, which induced the American Brigands last year to make an 
attempt upon the Town of Prescott with a full expectation that, on 
their taking up a hostile position on Canadian soil, they would be joined 
by a numerous body of Insurgents—— The result of that affair in no 
degree alters my opinion of the Political feeling of the County. Fort 
Wellington is well situated for the defence of that part of our Frontier. 


iy 
Johnstown The County of Leeds, also in the District of Johnstown which in- 
cludes, on its front, the Townships of Elizabethtown, Yonge, Lansdown|[e], 
Leeds. C. and Leeds, has, according to the last return a population of nearly 19,000 
Ogle. R. souls. It may so far be considered loyal as, with a few old settlers of 
Gowan sound principles, it numbers many Orangemen, who, whatever may be 


James Morris thought of their association, in other respects, are at least to be com- 
mended as amongst the most staunch portion of the Provincial popu- 
Brockville. T. lation in their attachment to a Monarchical Government. But dis- 
Henry affection, unhappily, prevails in some parts of the County. Many of 
Sherwood the old settlers who emigrated at an early period from the United States 
are not to be depended on. They behaved extremely ill during the late 

War, more especially in Lansdowne and Bastard. 


G. 


Midland Pittsburgh is the first Township of the Midland District, in ascending 
the St Lawrence, and with that of Kingston, including the Town of that 

Members P.P. name;composes the front of ihe County of Frontenac. 

Frontenac. C,. The population of this County, amounting to 13,043 souls, may be 

Jno Marks pronounced good. There is much ignorance in some of the rear Town- 
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Jas ships, as in other parts of the Province, where education has been 
Matthewson. neglected, but disaffection has not yet made any serious progress in 
the County. 


Kingston T. 
C. A. Hagerman 


He 
Midland Ernest-town, Fredericksburgh, and Adolphustown form the front of 
the Incorporated Counties of Len{n]ox and Addington, containing a 
Len[n]ox population of 13,136 souls. 
Addington This, like all the others from the head of the Bay of Quinté to the 


John Solomon Lake St Francis, is an old settlement, and it continues to merit the name 

Cartwright of being loyal, although there are infected localities in the rear concessions 

George H. of Ernesttown, in part of Camden, and in Richmond where disaffection 
Detlor has been manifested. 


I 


Prince Edward The District of Prince Edward is composed of the Townships of the 
Peninsula forming the Bay of Quinté, and contains 14,000 inhabitants 
Members P.P. who are unsurpassed by any other portion of the People of Upper Canada 


Jas. Rogers in moral character and Loyalty. 
Armstrong From this District, eastward, to the Province Line, the inhabitants, 
Charles especially in the front settlements, are either the original Colonists, or 


Bockus their descendants. The stream of more recent immigration, at least 
since the formation of the District of Bathurst, has directed its course 
to the Districts lying West of the Bay of Quinté-— The character of 
the people of the Eastern portion of the Province is, therefore, more 
clearly marked than that of the comparatively new communities formed 
of every variety of national materials promiscuously thrown into the 
Western Sections of the Colony. 

The inhabitants of the District of Prince Edward are chiefly the 
descendants of soldiers disbanded at the peace of 1783, or of U. E. Loyal- 
ists among whom are interspersed many wealthy Quakers. 

Of the fidelity of the Quakers generally in the Province little need 
be said; for they do not profess the principle of active resistance in 
defence of the Government and the Institutions of their Country.—and 
it is somewhat remarkable that, almost in every quarter, the elective 
Franchise is exercised by the Society of Friends, or rather ‘‘Hicksites”’ 
calling themselves Friends in a spirit by no means friendly to the Govern- 
ment. Still, it may be that many of them are under the influence of 
erroneous views of policy, rather than of positive enmity to the Insti- 
tutions under which they have enjoyed peace and protection, and 
acquired wealth and independance [sic]. 

There is a spot in the Western part of Sophiasburgh, which is some- 
what tainted with disaffection— Ameliasburgh is not wholly free from 
it— I placed great dependance, however, upon this District, generally 
last winter. 


K: 


Victoria The District of Victoria, newly formed of the County of Hastings, 

and situated on the north side of the Upper part of the Bay of Quinté, 
Members P.P. contains a population of 12,000 souls. It’s chief Town is Belleville, a 
Hastings. C. thriving and desirable residence. 
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This District, until a recent period was esteemed to be decidedly 
loyal, as it was the early residence of many families of U. E. Loyalists. 
The circumstances, however, which came to light, after MacKenzie’s 
treasonable miscarriage, shewed that the seeds of disaffection had been 
sown over this County to a most extraordinary and unlooked for extent. 
Traitorous associations had been actually formed for the purpose of 
cooperating with MacKenzie, and, when they had failed, they were 
succeeded by Hunter’s Lodges, which probably are to this day secretly 
kept up. 

Perhaps a majority of the People in this County have a desire for 
Republican Institutions, and it need not be added that such a condition 
of things requires to be most carefully watched. 


1 


The County of Northumberland which is contiguous to Hastings 
forms the Easterly Division of the District of Newcastle, and its inhabi- 
tants amount to 20,797. 

Presqu’ile lies in this County, and possesses from its Harbour [,] facil- 
ities of communication with the plotters at Rochester, and with the 
numerous malcontents in almost every direction around it, which would 
render it a most important position in the event of War or of any renewed 
attempt to involve Upper Canada in political troubles. Hamilton, Haldi- 
mand, Cramahe, and Murray are full of disaffected People. 

In those parts of the County which join the District of Victoria, the 
worst spirit was exhibited during the last winter, and it is still secretly 
cherished— Indeed, it would seem that disaffection has formed for 
itself a wide circle of influence in this part of the Province. Presqu’ile, 
therefore, is a position of the utmost importance, and Sir John Colborne 
did intend to construct a work there. 


M. 


The Western part of the District of Newcastle is included within the 
County of Durham which contains 14,348 inhabitants. 

In the front of this County, Darlington, Clarke, and Hope, there are 
many families of United States’ origin in whom the old republican 
leaven never ceases to work, and upon whom no political reliance, 
favourable to British Connexion, can be placed. But, on the other 
hand, in the rear Townships of this County, as well as in all the Town- 
ships on the North side of the Rice Lake—, which contain, among other 
recent emigrants, the settlers of the late Mr Robinson, and are about to 
be formed into a District with Peterborough for it’s chief Town—there 
is a fine race of inhabitants, ardently attached to British Connexion, and 
ready at any moment to rise in it’s defence. 


©). 


The County of York, consisting of four ridings, forms the front of 
the Home District. 

The number of its inhabitants is about 47,000. The City of Toronto 
contains upwards of 12,000.— 

The population of this County, east of Toronto, is not of the best 
description. Whitby is the centre of a disaffected section. Scarborough, 
on the other hand, bears a good character for the loyalty of a large 
portion of it’s inhabitants. The City of Toronto contains a population 
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of a mixed character, but the majority are certainly attached to British 
Institutions. 

There are many exceedingly disaffected in the Townships of Whitby, 
Pickering, Markham, Vaughan, King, Uxbridge, Reach, Scott, and 
East Gwillimbury. 

West of the City, the inhabitants are more to be relied on. There 
are a large body of Irish, and other loyal persons in that part of the 
County. North of what is called the Oak Ridge, on Yonge Street, there 
are many of the disaffected, especially at Lloyd Town and in that vicinity. 

In the rear of the County of York is the County of Simcoe stretching 
from the Lake of that name to Lake Huron.— It’s inhabitants, at 
present, amount to 10,743, and are chiefly recent emigrants, who may 
be generally relied on, which is of especial importance, since Toronto is 
exposed to the landing of an enemy at Penetanguishine. 


gE, 


The District of Gore is formed into two Counties, viz. Halton, 
containing 36262, and Wentworth containing 15365 Inhabitants— Of 
the former County, a portion is soon to be constituted a new District 
with Guelph for its chief Town. 

Hamilton, beautifully situated on Geneva or Little Lake, at the head 
of Lake Ontario, is the chief town of the Gore District, but its progress 
in population has received a severe check by the cessation of that flow 
of emigration to the Western parts of Canada which distinguished the 
period during which Sir John Colborne administered the Government of 
the Upper Province. 

Its inhabitants, however, combined with a large force, which as- 
sembled from other parts of the District, and behaved gallantly in 
promptly marching to put down MacKenzie’s Bands near Toronto, 
and Duncombe’s in London, as well as to repel the threatened invasion 
of the Niagara Frontier. 

In Trafalgar, Nelson, and the Townships in their rear, a good British 
spirit generally prevails; but in and about Dundas, Ancaster, Dumfries, 
Beverley, Waterloo, and Town of Brantford, the people bear a very 
different character, and, to say the best for them, have a strong incipient 
desire for American Institutions. 

The vicinity of Guelph is said to contain a body of good and loyal 
settlers. In other parts of the District, the numbers of loyal and dis- 
loyal are pretty nearly balanced. 


Q 


The Niagara District was formerly conspicuous for it’s loyalty. The 
spirit which now rules the majority of it’s People seems, unhappily, to 
be far different in it’s character from that of earlier days. 

In the Town of Niagara and it’s vicinity, perhaps, sound principles 
prevail—but, in the Townships beyond the Heighths, few families are to 
be found, which have not suffered from a Republican Taint. Pelham, 
in which are the Short Hills, was (it will be recollected) the scene of a 
shortlived rebellion last year. 


1839 ARTHUR PAPERS 141 


Lincoln. C. The County of Lincoln is returned as containing 18808 souls. 
1st. Ridg The County of Haldimand which lies West of Lincoln contains but 
R. Woodruff 4000 inhabitants, among whom disaffection, it is to be feared, has made 
2nd. Ridg great progress. 
Geo. Rykert 


3rd. Ridg D. Thorburn 
4th. Ridg G. McMicking 


Haldimand 
Wm. H. Merritt 

R. 
Talbot. Dist The Talbot District, recently separated from the District of London 
Norfolk.C. contains a Population of 9053 inhabitants—it is contiguous to the County 
David of Haldimand—and embraces an old settlement called the Long Point 


Duncombe Settlement. Among some good People, resident in this part of the 
Will. Salmon Country, are to be found a numerous class who are unworthy of the 
confidence of the Government. 
In the neighbourhood of Long Point disaffection was strikingly 
shewn during the last War with the United States. 


oh 


London The London District, as at present organized, is still extensive and 
populous. It contains three Counties, viz. Middlesex with a population 
of 28478 souls— Oxford (about to be formed into a District) containing 
13436 souls, and Huron (also soon to constitute a District) with a 
population of 4520. 


Middlesex Middlesex is altogether bad except in the immediate neighbourhood 
Elias Moore — of the Town of London. 
Thos. Parke Oxford, now the District of Brock very disloyal, especially in Norwich, 
Burford, Nissouri, and Zorra. 

London. T. Huron has been settled by the Canada Company, and all its inhabi- 
M. Burwell tants are loyal, but the number is limited. 

The London District was the scene in which Doctor Duncombe 
Oxford. C. attempted a movement in concert with MacKenzie, which, if it had not 


New Brock. D. been promptly met, might have produced disastrous consequences; for 
Robert Alway the disaffected in the District vastly outnumber the loyal—and it is 
R. Rollo. clear that, if civil Commotions should again unhappily ensue in Upper 
Hunter Canada, the people of the London District must be vigilantly observed. 
In the Talbot settlement, around Port Talbot, London District 
Huron. C. Immigration from the United States was too freely encouraged, and the 
Robt. G. whole body of inhabitants of that class are found to be republican, and 

Dunlop _ revolutionary in their sentiments and wishes. 
It happens that this part of the Province, so full of disaffection, excels 

in the fertility of its soil. 


ie 
Western The Western District is divided into two Counties, vizt. Essex con- 
taining 8095 inhabitants, and Kent containing 11,172. These are not 
Essex. C great numbers, yet the quality is good. rot 
Fran. Caldwell The first inhabitants came, before the division of the Province of 


John Prince | Quebec from the French settlements on the River St. Lawrence below 
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Kent. 
N. Cornwall 
W. McCrae. 
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the rapids, and planted themselves upon the Banks of the River Detroit. 
These people, however, have remained with uncontaminated political 
principles, and, like the mass of their neighbours in the District, are 
deserving of the confidence of the Government. 

Of the descendants of the U. E. Loyalists who are scattered over the 
whole Province many have undoubtedly ‘‘corrupted their way,’ yet the 
majority of them, there is reason to believe, continue stedfast in their 
allegiance. 


C. A. HAGERMAN TO ArTHUR: A.L.S. 4p. 


[Place not stated.| 

I return—with thanks—the two letters Your Excellency was kind 
enough to allow me to read—that addressed to Lord Normanby is 
written with much ability, although evidently composed in haste— I 
shall be glad to see the more elaborate examination of The Report to 
which Mr. R[obinson] refers— I am sure it will add greatly to the 
claims the author already has on the thanks of the Province.— 

For my own part I have slight hopes of benefit to the Country from 
any measure that may be adopted. The British Ministry are influenced 
by opinions that must prove fatal to British Connection if longer acted 
upon. They seem to think that it is necessary to render the Colonial 
Government more liberal—that is—more democratic than it is—and that 
the power of the Crown instead of being strengthened should be relaxed— 
and that the opinions and wishes of a Provincial House of Assembly is 
[stc] to guide the administration of public affairs— What chance is 
there of maintaining that controul which is essential to the efficient 
Government of a Colony if this policy is avowed and pursued? the 
attempt would be utterly hopeless.— 

Of one thing the Prime Minister of England (whoever he may be) 
may be assured, that unless Lord Durhams Report—and the principles 
and theories it advocates, are openly—plainly—emphatically denounced 
—and declared to be utterly inadmissable, these Noble Colonies—destined 
in all human probability to become a great and powerful Empire—will 
cease to be appendages of the British Crown in a very few years— this is 
said by one who born a British Subject—will never owe allegiance to any 
other power. 

[The letters referred to are probably items 668 and 752.] 


[Str] R. [W.] GARDINER TO ArTHUR: A.L.S. 2p. 


Claremont. 

Pray let me beg your kind care of this—which is rather of more 
consequence than most of my Dispatches of the same nature. 

We are all—that is we Tory’s [sic]—are all on the look out for the 
result of this nights Debate— The Whigs for the hundredth time declare 
they’ll go out if they have not a Majority on their Jamaica Work—_ I 
never will believe it till I see it—even with a majority against instead 
of for them they would not go. This is treason to a Governor though. 
I must stop. 
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ALEX[ANDE]R MACDONELL TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 2p. 


Kingston. [Marked “‘(Private)’’.] 

When I had the honor of conversing with your Excellency lately in 
Toronto I mentioned to your Excellency that I had made up my mind 
to visit England this Summer, & that the principal objects of my journey 
were to try what interest I could make at home to obtain the Jesuits 
Estate in Lower Canada, or an equivalent for the maintenance of the 
catholic Religion in this Province; & to encourage Emigration on a large 
Scale; but in order to enable me to do so with effect it would be necessary 
that your Excellency would condescend to say what encouragement you 
would be disposed to give emigrants. vizt. upon what terms could those 
who would be able to purchase londs [sic] obtain them? in what part of 
the Province should they be located? whether those coming from the 
same country and of the same creed could obtain their land together, 
& what assistance could those who might not be able to purchase lands 
expect to receive? 

Your Excellency was graciously pleased to say that you would recom- 
mend to the House of Assembly to grant some aid to defray the expenses 
of my Mission undertaken principally for the good of the Province. If 
such aid, however moderate, were given I could take Dr. Thomas Rolf 
with me whose energy & eloquence could not fail to have a powerful 
effect on the intended emigrants. 

I trust that your Excellency will have the goodness to permit me to 
draw my Salary when it becomes due tho absent. Give me leave to re- 
mind your Excellency on the subject of the Penitentiary, & to instruct 
the inspector & wardon [sic] of that Institution, to allow the Catholic 
clergyman of the Mission of Kingston for the time being to commune 
freely with the Catholic convicts desiring his spiritual aid in preparing 
them for the Sacraments which existing regulations of the Inst[itJution 
preclude unless in presence of the Warden or deputy Warden. 


ARTHUR TO Major [H. K.] BLooMFIELD: LB.3, p. 32-33. 


Govt. House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

Yr. letter, with it’s [sic] enclosure, dated the 29th. Ultimo only 
reached me yesterday. 

Nothing I can assure you, cd. gratify me more than being of use to 
you in any way in my power & I have been quite anxious for an oppor- 
tunity. 

A Bill has been under the consideration of the Legislature this Session 
respectg. the Militia, & I had hoped that Inspecting Field Officers wd. 
have been appointed—in wh. case, I should have been most happy to 
have recommended you, wh. wd. have given you a step—but, after long 
consideration it has been at length decided that the finances of the 
Country will not this year enable the House of Assembly to adopt this 
measure, although, it appears to be much wished.— 

I have long been anxious to do something for Capt. Taylor 85th 
Regt.; but, although he was on my List before you were | did not think 
him so well qualified as yrself—on account of his health, to do the duties 
of an Inspecting Field Officer. 

You had better, perhaps. accept the appointmt. at New Brunswick 
with the understanding that you may be at liberty to relinquish it, shd. 
any thing better offer in this Province— I really believe from the 


144 


[ 761 ] 
May 9 


[ 762 | 
[c. May 11] 


TORONTO PUBLIC LIBRARIES 1839 


attachmt. I feel towards Lord Bloomfield that I shall derive more 
pleasure in offering, than you can have in acceptg., any appointmt. in 
this Province wh. may be at my disposal, but, I do not know of any 


probable vacancy. 


ARTHUR TO COLBORNE: LB.2, p. 71-72. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I have been rather anxiously waiting yr. reply to a letter wh. I 
addressed to you on the 30th. March. It was forwarded with some 
other Letters on the same day by a Trooper.— The Assistant Quarter 
Master Genl. has informed me that he is not aware of any accident 
having happened—but, still, such may have been the case & I am there- 
fore induced to trouble you with a duplicate. 

Allow me to repeat that if you wd. only ‘“‘rather not’ I shall think 
nothing further of the appointmt. to wh. I have alluded. 

We have nothing new since I last wrote to you. The affair of the 
American Schooner at Port Colborne has been got over very well—& 
the only unpleasantry on the Frontier has been some very rough usage 
towards a Mr. Reynolds who having some business at Detroit no sooner 
crossed over than he was beset by Theller, for having assisted in his 
capture in the ‘‘Ann’’, & was severely handled by the mob from whom 
he made his escape with difficulty. 

The Legislature will close on Saturday—they have actually done 
nothing, Except, to vote more money—having no means to pay the 
interest of what they have already borrowed. They have passed an- 
other Bill suspendg. Cash paymts. until November—it is not, they say, 
in their power to go on otherwise. 

The Clergy Reserve Bill has been tried in five or six different ways, 
but all to no effect. Neither have they taken the Casual & Territorial 
Revenue, on condition of a small Civil List. The House has no system 
in it’s [sc] proceedings, & they are very shy of being interfered with— 
If it be thus with a Constitutional House what must you have found a 
radical assembly. I tried to get a good Militia Act—but they have 
mutilated the Bill in such a way as to render it but little better than 


the old Act.— 


MALCOLM CAMERON TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 3p. 


[Place not stated.] 

I can not leave town without gratifying my best feelings—by in- 
dulging myself in (what I trust you will excuse) a few expressions of 
gratitude toward your Excellency & the Council for the very—marked 
& liberal favour you have conferred on the Northern townships of Kent. 
[An interpolation here, probably in Arthur’s handwriting, reads: ‘‘One 
Thousand Pounds were voted for surveying & opening the Road from 
Port Sarnia to London’”’.] I feel assured that the approbation of your 
mind is the noblest reward your Excellency expects or wishes—but 
nevertheless it is our duty to acknowledge—such treatment as we have 
experienced from the Executive Government. And I beg to assure you— 
that the government may depend on the faithful zealous & conscientious 
support of the people—to whom I allude— _ I suppose Your Excellencys 
stay in Canada will not be prolonged— And I may never again have 
the honor & pleasure of seeing your Excellency—permit me therefore to 
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pray that your Excellency may have the happiness to leave this province, 
the Contrast—of what it was when you came—A country—full of peace 
& hope and confidence in its Government— And that you may meet 
in a great & noble Government the reward your acknowledged services 
deserve—and at all events—when the honors of earth, are like the dust 
in the sunbeam, removed from the Sphere in which alone they can be 
perceived and death—produces reality—may that God whom you have 
honored—of whom you have not been ashamed to speak—and in whom 
you believe—reward you with a crown of glory— 

While writing this hasty note on my departure from town—a thought 
has struck me of a small matter in which Your Excellency’s name—may 
be unfairly used— It may perhaps have escaped your Excellencys 
recollection that a petition was presented to your Excellency for aid to 
the Port Sarnia Library—which being supposed to ask public aid was 
refused— Afterwards at Port Sarnia I mentioned the circumstance to 
Your Excellency & informed you—that it was a small private donation 
merely which was sought—which Your Excellency—kindly promised to 
bestown [sic] this was mentioned to the parties interested—and the 
veriest triffle [s¢c] in Money or Old Books—would be most gratefully 
received—and be a benefit to an intelligent Settlement. 

I was this evening inquired of by the receiver General concerning— 
the habits and abilities of a Young Gentleman—now on a farm in the 
Country back of Port Sarnia—Alexander Vidal—who was educated at 
the ‘‘Blue Coat School’— Mr Dunn thinks him a clever young gentle- 
man—a beautiful penman and clever Draftsman—and conceives he 
would be a great acquisition to the public service if appointed a clerk in 
the Survey[or] Generals Office—vice Raden hurst. 

I have no hesitation in saying that a more steady—industrious— 
clever and truly pious Young Man is not in the circle of my acquaint- 
ance— And that he is a person in whom the greatest dependence may 
be placed— 

Your Excellency will please excuse my presumption and remember 
the condesention [sic] shown toward me in extenuation of this liberty— 


ARTHUR TO RUSSELL: Df.A.L. 


Govt. House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I have had the honor to receive Your Lords. note, of the 11 March, 
enclosing a Letter addressed to Lord Tavistock by the Revd Jas. De la 
Hooke. 

This Clergyman’s Sons have not [the word “yet” is here deleted] 
arrived in the Province, but Your Lordp. may be assured that whenever 
they make their appearance it will afford me great pleasure to shew them 
every attention in my power. 

There is nothing so much wanting in Upper Canada as an accession 
of Emigrants. 

Your Lordp. will be glad to hear that the Provincial Parliament was 
closed this day after a very successful campaign in which we succeeded 
in all the Govt. Measures with good feeling between the Legislature & 
Executive Government— 


T. T. Marpon To [ArtHuR]: A.L.S. 


30 Wimpole Street, [London.| 
In the absence of my friend Mr Hamilton who is at Plymouth, I 
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take the liberty of addressing you at the request of a very old friend of 
my family the bearer of this letter—Mr Ponssett—who is proceeding to 
Upper Canada—with a view of settling permanently— he was brought 
up to & has practiced as a solicitor in London—for many years—but not 
liking the profession has made up his mind to abandon it—& take to 
the cultivation of Land as a future provision for his family— Thinking 
tho’ that his professional experience may be useful in Canada & with a 
hope of some sort of occupation—he has expressed to me a wish that I 
should mention,—that if at any future time you shd want a Magistrate 
in the district he settles in—it would afford him pleasure to accept that 
office, which I believe is an unpaid one— 
With best wishes to yourself & family|.] 


COLBORNE TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 4p. 


Montreal. 

I yesterday received your letter of the 9th inst., in which you very 
naturally made enquiries as to the fate of your letter of the 30th March. 
I am ashamed to confess that it was duly received. I am greatly in your 
debt, but hope to write to you in a few days upon all the subjects to 
which your several late communications refer. 

I beg that you will take any Officer, that you may be inclined to 
employ, on your civil staff. 

Major Bloomfield, and Captain Taylor, are of course at your service. 
Lt Col Estcourt being an effective Field Officer on duty with his Corps, 
cannot leave his Regt, with reference to Lord Hill’s request that Field 
Officers acting as such with their Corps, should not be appointed to the 
Staff— If Col. Estcourt should obtain unattached promotion, I shall 
be glad to have an opportunity of employing him in this Country; and 
I think I shall be able to nominate him for some situation civil or Mili- 
tary— 

The boundary question occupies the Govrnt, seriously, at present. 
I am endeavouring to collect information upon points connected with 
that case. 

I shall write to you in a few days respecting our Peace Establishment 
upon the St. Lawrence, and the distribution of our force generally. 

The American Government are in earnest, and wish to drive off the 
Refugees from the Frontier; but we must recollect that the Mob governs. 

The Glengarry Regiments I understand have volunteered largely. 
The number we admit should perhaps depend on the strength of the 
Cornwall Regt... 

[P.S.] Lord Normanby I am informed is anxious to know how Lord 
Durham’s report has been received in these Provinces. The measures 
for future Govrnt. will depend on the impression it has made in this 
country! 


ARTHUR TO COLBORNE: LB.2, p. 75-77. 


Government House, Toronto. 

I closed my first Parliamentary Campaign here on Saturday afternoon 
& had much such a scene as I suppose, from yr. closing speech, you had 
on one occasion. At least twenty Bills were sent to Govt. House on the 
very morng. of the prorogation so that it was impossible to refer any one 
of them, whether assented to or reserved, to the Law Officers of the 
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Crown for their opinion[.] The consequence is that in one important 
Bill I have already detected that there are some errors quite fatal to it’s 
[sic] operation—perhaps the same discovery will be made in others. 
The absence of the Chief Justice was much felt. He has been so much 
trusted to for some Years that there was evidently a screw out of place. 

After the protracted & conflicting proceedings wh. have taken place, 
it is gratifying to me to inform you, that the two measures—namely, the 
settlement of the Clergy Reserves question, & the cession of the Crown 
Revenue, in exchange for a Civil List, wh. the Govt. had an interest in 
bringing to a termination, have been successfully carried through. 

After every other mode of settling the former question had been tried 
in vain, & after the most opposite schemes had been proposed & finally 
rejected, the Assembly passed an amended Bill sent up from the Legis- 
lative Council, providing that the proceeds of the Reserves sold, or to 
be sold, should be paid into the hands of the Receiver General, to be 
applied by the Imperial Parliamt., to religious purposes.— 

The measure was carried by a majority of only one vote in a House 
of forty [blank in MS.1] Members; & in the whole of the previous pro- 
ceedings in the matter, a total absence of any thing like cordial unanimity 
or real determination of opinion had prevailed. 

I have reserved this Bill, together with the Bill for vesting the Casual 
& Territorial Revenue in the Provincial Legislature, & 7 others, for the 
signification of the Royal pleasure; the reservation as regards the second, 
being rendered the more necessary, in consequence of the conditions of 
the surrender, as enjoined by H. M. Govt., not having been in every 
particular strictly complied with.— 

I consider it a great point gained to Have removed from the Pro- 
vincial, to the Imperial Parliament, that great cause of local strife, the 
Clergy Reserve Question.— Steps, I have no doubt, will be taken here, 
by public meetings & inflam[mJatory writing, to influence the decision 
at home; but, the spectacle of contention will no longer be exhibited to 
the Canadian people; &, it will only remain that a prompt & impartial 
judgmt. on the subject shd. be given by the appointed umpires— At 
one time I abandoned all hope of it’s being carried during the Session. 

I enclose copy of the last letter wh. I recd. from Col. Airey with its 
enclosure from General Brady, who is a very honest person—he thinks 
there will be further annoyance from the Patriots. The Transportation 
of the Citizens, I expect, will occasion a great sensation and probably it 
will be followed by some trouble[.] We shall have I apprehend about 
70 to send you for Australia.— 

[Enclosures lacking.] 


ARTHUR TO Sir R. [W.] GARDINER: LB.3, p. 34-35. 


Govt. House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I have had the pleasure to receive yr. letters of the 20th. March & 
10th. April. 

You need not feel under any anxiety respectg. Mr. Macdonald’s 
business—that poor young man has got himself into further difficulties, 
& although it is possible that a Court Martial may be ordered I am satis- 
fied there is no probability whatever of yr. son’s being embarrassed— 


_! The blank in the manuscript probably indicates an omission. On the third reading of the 
bill there were 21 Yeas and 21 Nays, and the bill was carried by the casting vote of the Speaker. 
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indeed, the utmost that can be said agt. him is that he was not as 
circumspect as you or I wd. have been. 

He has promised me that there shall be nothing personal—indeed— 
Mr. Macdonald has behaved so ill, there cannot be any thing of the kind. 

We are all quiet, & the Patriots, though wicked enough for any thing, 
do not seem disposed to repeat their incursions, but they are a shocking 
set, & there is no depending upon them.— 

As soon as the affair is quite settled you shall hear from me again— 
but, I am satisfied you have no cause for anxiety, &, I may add, that 
the Young Soldier appears very considerate with very proper ideas. 


ARTHUR TO GLENELG: LB.2, p. 77-79. 


Govt. House, Toronio. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

Altho’ I have recd. the official notification of yr. Lordship’s having 
resigned the Seals of the Colonial Office, I am satisfied it will afford you 
pleasure to hear that I have been successful in my first Parliamentary 
Campaign in dealing with the Clergy Reserve question wh. has been a 
subject of discussion for 22 years. 

It has been under discussion throughout the whole Session— Every 
plan had more opponents than friends, and it became almost hopeless 
to expect the success of any measure—when, at length, the night before 
the Prorogation, it was carried by a majority of one that the Lands shd. 
be sold and the proceeds appropriated by the Imperial Parliament for 
religious purposes. The Australian plan, I shd. hope, will be résorted to. 

The House of Assembly has also consented to take the Casual & 
Territorial Revenue in Exchange for a Civil List— And I have further 
prevailed upon the Legislature to pass an Act for appropriating part of 
the University Funds for the support of District Schools wh. is a highly 
popular measure—& to postpone the University for some years. 

The best possible feeling has existed between the Legislature & the 
Executive Government as Yr. Lordship will see by the Accompanying 
Addresses.— 

I beg also to enclose the Speech with wh. the Session was closed. 

These matters, I am persuaded wd. have given Yr. Lordship satis- 
faction had you continued to be my Chief, and I persuade myself that 
you will still take an interest in them.— 

The excitemt. which my immediate Predecessor created rendered it 
quite frightful to enter upon the administration of this Province; &, often 
have I wished myself back to V. D. Land, where, comparatively I had 
no difficulties.— 

My experience has, I hope, been of some use here, but I must confess 
to your Lordship that I take a most discouraging view of the future 
Condition of the Upper Province. Lord Durham’s Report has deeply 
offended the Constitutional Party. There has been an address voted to 
the Queen upon it with a Report of a Select Committee of the House of 
Assembly of which I beg to enclose a copy for Yr. Lordship’s perusal.— 

A powerful English Republic is very attractive to any class of persons 
who have or fancy they have grievances—& whether, in such a state of 
things, it is politic to approach as nearly as may be to Democratic Insti- 
tutions—or to be more Conservative than is in keeping with the liberal 
views of the present day in Great Britain is the problem to be solved. 

Since I have been here I have, as most People do, in the midst of 
difficulties wished things otherwise than they are, & very much incline 
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to the opinion that if the Canadas had remained French provinces it 
had been far better for Great Britain in every possible point of view but, 
I suppose if the Loyalists were aware of my entertaining such an idea 
they wd. be ready to expel me from the Province.— 

[Enclosures lacking.] 


[ARTHUR] TO NoRMANBY: Df.L. 7p. 


Upper Canada. Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private and Confidential’’.] 

My mind has been deeply impressed with that passage in your Lord- 
ship’s private and confidential Despatch of the 28th. February last, in 
which you are pleased to say with reference to my very trying situation— 
“you will readily believe that I and my colleagues feel a very deep 
solicitude on the subject. We concur with you in apprehending that 
exaggerated and unfair representations of what is passing in Upper 
Canada, may involve our national character in reproaches, which, 
however unfounded and unjust, can yet scarcely fail to be seriously 
prejudicial. So strong is the prevailing sentiment throughout the 
civilized world in favour of a lenient administration of the Criminal 
Law and against capital executions, that I fear it is vain to hope that 
justice will be done to the motives of those who act in opposition to it, 
however weighty or conclusive may be the arguments in defence of 
their conduct.” 

Such, my Lord, is indeed the fearful position in which I have for some 
time past known myself to be placed, and feeling myself to be surrounded 
by sad difficulties, Your Lordship may more readily conceive than I 
can describe, the mortification I have experienced in discovering, that 
the direct tendency of the observations contained in Lord Durham’s 
Report upon the execution of Lount and Matthews [sic], is to fasten 
not only upon my character but also upon that of the nation, that odious 
charge of cruelty which, as your Lordship most truly observes, is sure 
to find a ready reception in the breasts of the great majority of mankind. 

The peculiar feature in the case, to which I would beg leave to draw 
your Lordship’s particular notice is, that, supported as I have hitherto 
supposed myself to be by the concurrence of Her Majesty’s Government, 
and by the admission of all parties in this country, that the measures 
of my Government have been marked by a degree of clemency extending 
to the utmost limit compatible with the public safety, I suddenly find 
myself obnoxious to a very painful imputation upon the authority of 
Her Majesty’s High Commissioner—and that submitted to Parliament 
without any vindication of my conduct. 

(Endorsed ‘‘dft.’”’ but has the appearance of a fair copy ready for 
signature.| 


ARTHUR TO LorD Fitzroy [J. H.] Somerset: LB.3, p. 35-37. 


Govt. House, Toronto. {Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I have no information of a Military nature to interest Yr. Lordship 
but Lord Hill will be gratified to find that we are at present tranquil & 
that I have felt at liberty to reduce a great portion of the Militia. 

There is, however, no dependence to be placed in this lull. that 
class of citizens whom the Earl of Durham in his Report designates the 
“wild & daring border population” appear to be ready for an expedition 
into Canada at any moment & upon the slightest excitement. 
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The Chastisemt. they have recd. in the affair at Prescott & Windsor 
is some restraint upon them at the present moment, but this will soon 
be forgotten as fresh bands came forward destined for ‘‘the far West’’. 
These Vagabonds are encouraged & hurrahed by the Civil Authorities— 
Genl. Brady, in communication with Lt. Col. Airey whom he is now in 
the habit of visiting at Amherstburg remarked to him a few days ago— 
“Our Civil Authorities are so corrupt—their sole object from the highest 
to the lowest being Mob popularity that it is impossible to calculate at 
any moment what any of them may do.” 

The Genl., Col. Airey says, ‘‘openly admitted that Govr. Mason 
(Govr. of the State of Michegan [szc]) favoured the patriots in the two 
past winters.—|[’’] 

I cannot imagine a greater calamity than War with them wd. be to 
ourselves, & I shall never think any honorable exertions too great to 
avert it; but, in the neighbourhood of such an English Republic, it will 
be found more & more difficult every year to prevent collision.— 

It is rather doubtful whether any action will yet have been taken in 
Parliamt. upon Lord Durham’s Report— The House of Assembly 
have forwarded an Address to the Queen with a Report of a Select Com- 
mittee in wh. his Ldship’s. production is severely reviewed. I beg to 
Enclose two copies of it, if Yr. Lordship will do me the favor to present 
one to Lord Hill with my respectful Compliments. 

I also enclose the Gazette containg. the Addresses of both the Houses 
to myself & copies of the Speech with wh. I have just closed a Session in 
wh., contrary to all Expectation we have been successful in every Govt. 
measure. 

The Clergy Reserves after having been the subject of the hottest 
disputes for 22 years have been placed at the disposal of the Imperial 
Parliamt., & a permanent Civil List has been voted. 

I venture to think that these matters will be interesting to Yr. Lord- 
ship because the Canadas must become more & more the scene of anxiety 
& solicitude so long as they are dependencies of Great Britain. 

In place of swamping the French party according to the Colonial 
phrase if all H. M. Subjects cd. be comfortably provided for elsewhere 
I doubt whether it were not better to fill the Canadas with French 
Catholics & allow them to fight it out with Jonathan.— 

[Enclosures lacking.] 


NORMANBY TO ARTHUR: L. 3p. 


Downing Street, [London.| [Marked ‘‘Copy No 43’’.] 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 
8th. March, No 54, in answer to my Predecessor’s Despatch of the 
12th. December No 179. 

As no practical measure now remains to be adopted with reference 
to this correspondence, it seems to me unnecessary to pursue any further 
a Minute discussion of the Topics embraced in it. It is sufficient to say 
that I am fully sensible of your zeal for the Public Service, and of the 
Judgment and discretion which you have shewn in the difficult circum- 
stances in which you have been placed. 

In the communications which you addressed to my Predecessor, I 
recognize your anxious desire to urge on Her Majesty’s Government 
such measures only as appeared to you essential to the Public Welfare; 
and, although Her Majesty’s Government did not altogether agree with 
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you as to the necessity of some of those measures, my Predecessor no 
less than myself entirely approved of your having suggested them. It 
is the privilege and duty of an officer entrusted with the responsible 
duties committed to your hands to communicate unreservedly with 
Her Majesty’s Government on every subject connected with his Office; 
and I trust that in this respect you will extend to me the same confidence 
and frankness which you displayed towards Lord Glenelg. 

I have transmitted to the Master General and Board of Ordnance 
so much of your Despatch as relates to the state of the arms in Store in 
Upper Canada. 


ALEX[ANDE]R MACDONELL To [ARTHUR]: A.L.S. 


Kingston. 

Mr. Henry Cubit[t] son of Coll Cubit[t] commanding the Royal artil- 
lery in Kingston will have the honor of handing this to your Excellency. 

Mr. Cubit[t] is returned from England where he has been at his 
education, & is anxious to enter the army. His father is desirous to 
obtain [a] commission for him in one of the Provincial Corps, until such 
time as he can procure one for him in a Regit of the Line. He is a very 
amiable & accomplished youth & his parents are very naturally much 
bound up in him, & would consider it a very great favor if your Excellency 
would have the goodness to appoint him to a commission in Coll Hills 
corps where a Lieutenancy is expected to fall vacant very shortly.— 


[Str] D[uNcan] McDoucatt! To Artuur: A.L.S. 4p. 


United Service Club, |London.]| 

As Quarter Master Cameron who was under my command in the 
79th. Highlanders has become a settler in Upper Canada, will you 
allow me to perform a duty I owe him as his former Commanding Officer, 
in stating that I never found any officer more zealous, active and useful, 
than he was in the discharge of his duties as Or. Master 

Sir Ronald Ferguson the Colonel of Qr. Master Cameron’s late 
Corps, as well as myself, is most anxious to do any thing that could 
promote the interests of so deserving an old Soldier. 


NoORMANBY TO SIR JOHN HARVEY: 


See item 812. 


R. B. SULLIVAN TO Hon Mr Secy [Jonn] Macautay: A.L.S. 3p. 


Crown Lands Office, |Toronto.] 

I transmit herewith for the information of His Excellency The 
Lieutenant Governor—a sketch of the Indian surrender from the 
Saugeens distinguishing the triangular piece of Crown Land. 

You will perceive that Ashfield was originally laid out within the 
Crown tract, but upon the Surrender it was considered right to make 
the Townships square and a new Survey was ordered, which makes two 
Townships of the old Township of Ashfield with the addition of a portion 
of the Indian surrender|.] 

[Enclosure lacking.] 


1For spelling of McDougall see fn. to item 625. 
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ARTHUR TO COLBORNE: LB.2, p. 79-81. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

Before I decided on permitting any of the Brigands concerned in 
the late Invasions of this Province to return to the United States, I 
submitted such a proposition to Mr. Fox whose opinion was opposed to 
it. From this circumstance the subject was again brought under the 
consideration of the Executive Council, who adhered to their Advice, 
that a free and unconditional Pardon shd. be granted, Ist. to all the 
Prisoners who had been selected by the Court Martial for a relaxation 
of Capital Punishment; & 2ndly. to all of them who were 21 years of age 
and under. Upon this recommendation I have since acted having re- 
leased of the two Classes Eighty persons. 

In taking this step ! did not fail to lay before the Secretary of State 
the reasons upon wh. the Advice of the Council was grounded, together 
with the objections urged by Mr. Fox in opposition to such a course of 
proceeding; & I have great satisfaction in adding, that, upon a full 
consideration of the arguments on both sides, the Marquis of Normanby 
has expressed his entire approbation of this Act of Clemency. At the 
same time His Lordship informed me, that H. M. S. Buffalo was under 
orders to convey Drafts from the Depéts to Quebec, from whence she 
wd. Transport direct to Australia whatever Prisoners there may be in 
the two Canadas under sentence of Transportation. It has, therefore, 
become a question, whether the whole of the Eighty One remaining 
Convicts shall be sent into Exile; or—whether a portion of them might 
not be set at liberty, consistently with the safety and true interests of 
the Country. The Executive Council have accordingly had this matter 
under their serious deliberation: & they recommend the discharge of 
twenty more of the Culprits; assuming, as the foundation of their recom- 
mendation, that if their release shd. take place contemporaneously with 
the Transportation of the others (61) it might tend to allay the excitemt. 
& resentmts. wh. the transportation of so large a body of persons can 
hardly fail to produce among the American Citizens on the opposite 
Frontier. 

Under the influence of this principle the Members of the Council 
have carefully & minutely investigated the cases of all the prisoners, 
with a view of selecting those to whom Mercy might be extended with the 
best prospect of a beneficial result; & the number so selected by them 
amounts, as I have already stated, to twenty.— 

My own earnest wish is, as you will readily believe, to carry mercy as 
far as it can possibly be extended with a due regard to the security & 
tranquillity of the Province; & 1 am consequently most desirous to accede 
to the suggestion of the Council. 

I have, however, some doubts as to the propriety of doing so; wh. 
makes me’ very anxious to ascertain yr. sentimts. upon this proposal 
previously to forming any final decision on it— Will you, therefore, 
have the goodness to weigh this matter in yr. mind, & then to tell me 
whether you think it advisable that the twenty Prisoners recommended 
by the Council for a Pardon shd. be permitted to enjoy it or not. I 
ought to say that although there are many excellent persons who have 
wished for the utmost extension of Mercy towards our own people who 
were engaged in Treason there are not many who have any sympathy 


1Cf. item 640. 
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for the Patriots—& so far as H. M. subjects are concerned I do not 
think it will be a popular measure—its recommendations are mercy 
towards the offenders & the prospect that such mercy may have a good 
effect upon the Americans, who, I really believe will consider Trans- 
portation more disgraceful than Death to their fellow citizens.— 


ARTHUR TO COLBORNE: LB.2, p. 81-82. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

When I forwarded to you a few days since Copies of the Letters from 
Col. Airey & Genl. Brady I omitted to send also for yr. perusal the copy 
of an intercepted Letter from a man resident at Detroit who lately 
deserted from the 85th. Regt. in wh. corps he was a Sergeant.— I now 
enclose it for yr. perusal. 

There is nothing further new from the Westward. Col. Airey has 
certainly managed on that Frontier remarkably well, & I shall be very 
glad to find that yr. Military Arrangemts. do not relieve him from that 
command. 

I intended also to have sent to you a copy of the Report of the Select 
Committee on Lord Durham’s Report. I am not certain that I did so 
& therefore now supply the omission. 

I find that the Grand Jury in the New Castle District, have presented 
Lord Durham’s Report as a Libel upon the Province... 

[P.S.] It may be as well for me to mention the period for wh. the 
Quarters were hired at Brantford has expired— So that if the 73rd. 
Regt. are to move it will save expense to move the Corps without delay.— 

[Enclosures lacking.] 


[ARTHUR] TO COLBORNE: Df.A.L. 2p. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 
[Draft copy of item 777 .] 


ARTHUR TO Co[L]Bo[R]NE: LB.2, p. 83-84. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I have just recd. intelligence that on Friday last a Schooner from 
Oswego wh. had cleared for Brockville & Ogdensburgh [sc], was seized 
at the former Port by the Collector, on the ground of some irregularity 
in her papers, & that an iron six pounder gun, wh. was found on board 
of her, was dragged ashore by a Crowd of persons, who had assembled 
on the dock, & who fired from it three discharges of blank Cartridge— 
It is said, that this gun was consigned to an Individual at Ogdensburgh, 
who had been an active partisan on the occasion of the attack on Prescott, 
& that the great excitement wh. prevailed among the people of Brockville 
was caused by that circumstance.— 

The Collector has not yet sent me any Report of this affair, but I 
learn from other Sources, that Col. Worth arrived the day after the 
seizure with a Company of United States Troops, in the armed Steamer 
Oneida, & placed that vessel in a threatening position for the space of 
Twenty four hours within a few yards of the Dock at Brockville. 

Great apprehensions were excited by this extraordinary proceeding, 
especially as it is said, that there was nearly as much excitemt. among 
the Soldiers on board the Oneida, as among the populace in the Town 
of Brockville. : 
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I have not recd. any Official Report on this affair from Col. Dundas, 
but if he shd. confirm the statemt. I shall consider it of sufficient im- 
portance to induce me to repair to Brockville, & personally enquire into 
all the circumstances connected with Col. Worth’s proceedings. 

The Traveller proceeded to Brockville with a Company of the 83rd. 
on Sunday Evening. 

As no violence was offered to any of the persons on board the American 
Schooner, there seems to have been no just ground for placing an armed 
American Vessel for the space of Twenty four hours in a position calcu- 
lated to produce a Collision between the two Countries, wh. might be 
most serious in its consequences. 


ARTHUR TO COLONEL. (J; Fa) Loves UB.25.p..S5: 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I regret very much to find from yr. note of the 16th. instant that 
matters are not going on well at Brantford & that some of the Young 
Soldiers have been committing Robberies, or are implicated in them. 

But as you have a clew to the Parties concerned it may be hoped 
that yr. combined Civil & Military Authority will be more than a match 
for them until the Corps is removed from Brantford. 

I heard from Sir John Colborne three days ago—he regretted the 
delay, but said I should hear from him in the course of a day or two as 
to all Military movements—_ I hope he will not object to yr. removal to 
Toronto as I recommended. 


ARTHUR TO COLONEL [C. B.] TURNER: LB.2, p. 82-83. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I recd. last night yr. letter of the 18th. inst. requestg. me to forward 
yr. claims to the Genl. Comdg. in Chief in order that yr. name may be 
transmitted to Her Majesty for the 3rd. Class of the Bath. 

What I cd. do with propriety I have already done, by mentioning to 
the Secy. of State that the Officers employed on particular service in 
this Province have been most zealous, & have rendered the most efficient 
aid to the Militia.— 

In this way I shall always be most happy to bear my testimony to 
yr. zeal & ability in training the Militia & bringing them forward to 
take the field in wh. yr. exertions cd. not possibly be surpassed & I value 
them highly. 

Every thing further, however, must rest with the Commander of the 
Forces. He is the best judge of Military Merit in his command, & is 
indeed the only Channel through wh. communications on this subject 
can properly be addressed to the Horse Guards. 

You may rely upon it that Sir John Colborne will do what he deems 
just towards every officer serving under his Command & one word from 
him wd. be of more service to you than a volume from myself. 


[Lorp] MacponaLp To Artuur: A.L.S. 10p. 


London. 

My friend the Adjut. Genl. has by Lord Hill's permission made me 
and the members of my family acquainted with the distressing circum- 
stances under which my Brother has lately been placed—under your 
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authority, and upon reading the details of the proceedings which have 
already taken place in the Investigation of this matter we have unani- 
mously formed the opinion, that it is on every account indispensably 
necessary that the case should undergo the fullest public Investigation. 

Sir J Macdonald is precluded by the obligations of his public duty 
from entering into private correspondence with any of the Offl. authorities 
in Canada respecting my Brothers case, but no member of my immediate 
family can feel more sensibly or more faithfully the distress which this 
has brought upon us than he does—and as you appear to be aware of the 
footing upon which he is with me you will readily believe how painful it 
is to him to be obliged to take official cogniscence of an occurrence of 
this nature and in which our feelings are so deeply involved. 

He probably will himself thank you for the private letters which you 
have addressed to him upon this subject but as he may possibly from 
the above mentioned feeling deny himself the pleasure of privately 
communicating with you, I have undertaken to thank you in his name 
and to say how grateful I shall feel for any facility or assistance you may 
think yourself justified in affording my Brother towards the vindication 
of his honour—until the Investigation of the case shall have been closed— 
Lord Hill with his characteristic kindness and consideration left my 
Brother the option of withdrawing from his profession or standing his 
trial before a Genl Court Martial, but he could not for a moment hesitate 
as to our choice of these alternatives— 

My Brothers case will accordingly go to trial, and I have the best 
reason to believe that Lord Hills Instructions to Sir John Colborne for 
the assembly of the Court Martial, will go by the Mail which will convey 
this letter to you. I am alive to all the disadvantages of the imputation 
hanging over my brother, and of course equally so to the ruinous conse- 
quences to him of that imputation being established against him, but I 
confess to you that I do not from the present complexion of the case, 
suffer myself to apprehend any such consequences,—and that I have the 
most implicit reliance upon the view, which I conceive most likely to 
be taken of it by men of high principle, who will deal with the motives 
of all concerned, according to the purest dictates of truth, and honour, 
wholly divested of prejudice and partiality— 


[Str] Joan Macponatp To Artuur: A.L.S. 2p. 


Horse Guards, {London.] 

I enclose a Packet for my unhappy young friend, which contains 
letters from his brothers, and I assure myself that, through your kindness, 
it will be safely delivered to him as soon as it reaches your hands— You 
have no conception of the extent to which bitter affliction has been 
entailed upon the young man’s family by this sad accusation. 

[Wrongly endorsed: ‘‘Lord MacDonald.”’] 


E. [A.] RYERSON TO THE AIDE-DE-CAMP IN Warrinc; ALS: 3p. 


Toronto. . 

I have the honor to acknowledge His Excellency the Lt. Governor's 
Card of the 4th instant, requesting the company of Mrs Ryerson & 
myself at the Government House on Friday Evening of the 24th instant, 
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in honor of Her Majesty’s Birth-day. I believe I am second to none of 
Her Majesty’s subjects in my reverence of Her Majesty’s Royal person 
and government—in my earnest desire for the stability and prosperity 
of that Government in its true principles and spirit in every part of Her 
dominions—in the feelings of satisfaction with which I shall hail the 
return of Her Majesty’s Birth-day, and in my humble and fervant [sic] 
supplications that Her Majesty may live to see many, many returns of 
that day, in the fullest enjoyment of health, wealth, peace & success, 
and in the requisite preparation for an elevation from the responsibilities 
and splendours of an earthly throne to the immortal and inconceivable 
glories of a heavenly Kingdom. But after the most mature deliberation 
up to the last moment in which it is proper for me to reply, I feel it my 
duty respectfully to decline the honor of His Excellency’s request. I 
most firmly believe that the high office of impartial Sovereignty has been 
employed by His Excellency for partial purposes; that an undue and an 
unconstitutional exercise of the office of Royalty has been employed by 
His Excellency to influence the public mind and the decisions of our 
constitutional tribunals on pending and debateable questions between 
equally loyal & deserving classes of Her Majesty’s subjects in the 
province; that His Excellency has employed the influence of his high 
office to procure, and afterwards expressed his cordial satisfaction at 
the passing of a bill, in a thin House & at the last night of the Session, 
the provisions of which had been repeatedly negatived by a considerable 
majority of the Peoples Representatives, and which deprive the faithful 
but embarrassed inhabitants of this Province of the control of a revenue 
& lands sufficient in value to pay off the whole public debt—a proceeding 
at complete variance with the fair and constitutional administration of a 
free Monarchical government and the Imperial usages of legislation 
under every administration since the accession of the present Royal 
Family to the throne of Great Britain; and finally, that His Excellency 
has employed the influence of his high office to the disparagement of the 
interests of the large religious community, whose views and rights and 
interests I have been elected to my present offices to advocate and 
promote. 

I beg that my declining the honor proposed to be conferred by His 
Excellency, may not be constructed into any feeling of disrespect to His 
Excellency or the high office he occupies—for the inviolableness and 
dignity of which I feel the jealous veneration of a loyal subject;—but I 
beg that it may be solely attributed to a fixed determination not to do 
any thing that may in the slightest degree weaken, but, on the contrary, 
to use all lawful means, on all occasions, to advance those civil and 
religious interests which I am most fully convinced are essential to the 
happy preservation of a prosperous British Government in this Country, 
and to the happiness and welfare of the great body of Her Majesty’s 
Canadian subjects. 


ARTHUR TO W([ILLIAM] HowE: LB.2, p. 85. 


Govt. House, Toronto 

I have just heard that you are ordered to proceed to Newfoundland— 
before yr. departure I am anxious to express to you how much gratified 
I have always felt at the exertion you made during the troublesome times 
you served under my orders here, & the satisfaction I felt at the zealous 
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& able manner in wh. you discharged the arduous duties wh. devolved 
upon you—wishing you health. 
[Superscription reads: W. Howe Esqe. D.A.C.Genl. Cornwall.’’] 


COLBORNE TO ArtHuR: L.S. 4p. 


Govt. House, Montreal. 

I have received your letter of the 21st. upon the subject of the pro- 
posed disposal of the Brigands still in custody in Upper Canada— 

Every part of the duty of the Local Government connected with the 
fate of the numerous convicted Rebels and Brigands is painful and 
embarrassing— 

The fearful responsibility imposed on the Executive Government in 
regard to its decision how far punishment ought to be carried in the cases 
to which you advert, under existing circumstances, renders it very difficult 
to give an opinion which may influence yours in determining the number 
of Brigands to be transported. 

I am persuaded however that no convicted American Brigand should 
be released, unless there appear some extenuating circumstances in his 
particular case, which would warrant his being sent back to the United 
States[.] 

The release of the young men under 21 years of age, has I think pro- 
duced generally a good effect—but I doubt whether there are many 
Citizens of the United States, unconnected with the Patriots, who desire 
the liberation of any more of the desperate adventurers who have 
occasioned so much injury to these Colonies— 

The effect in these Provinces of ordering a reduction in the number 
of Convicts to be transported, would certainly be disadvantageous & I 
am afraid further acts of Clemency will not improve the feelings of the 
Patriots towards us— 


JOHN STRACHAN TO [ARTHUR]: A.L.S. 


Toronto. 

As Your Excellencys detention at Brockville may prevent me from 
having the pleasure of paying my respects in Person, before my de- 
parture on Wednesday the 5th Proxmo., permit me to request such an 
introduction to the Marquess of Normanby, as Your Excellency may 
feel justified in giving, and a copy of the letter, which Your Excellency 
had.the kindness to address to Lord Glenelg respecting the Bishopric 
and in my favour in December, or January last— 

Not anticipating your absence I forebore [sic] troubling Your Excel- 
lency on Church matters till you had disposed of the mass of important 
business which the close of the Session pressed upon your attention, 
expecting that during this week an opportunity would have been afforded 
me of taking your pleasure on the more important points which that 
first of subjects involves— Perhaps Your Excellency may still find a 
moments leisure to favour me with the views, which you would recom- 
mend to Her Majestys Govt. in respect to the future disposition of the 
Clergy Reserves for Religious purposes; and I trust, that Your Excellency 
will discover so near an approximation to the plan, which I believe 
possesses your approbation, in the outline given in my note to Mr Secre- 
tary Macaulay on the 21st Inst., as to warrant on my part an extensive 
co-operation— 
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ArTHuR TO H. S. Fox: LB.2, p. 86-87. 


Brockville, St. Lawrence. 

The idea that you have not been pleased at my having extended 
pardons to any of the Brigands contrary to the opinions you formed, & 
to the recommendation wh. you gave,! has, I assure you, quite haunted 
me. 

So many of these poor wretches were killed at Prescott— So very 
many more at Windsor—besides those who suffered by the hands of the 
executioner that, I must say, I felt it a duty to extend Mercy to the 
younger culprits— Nevertheless, after all yr. kind support, it has quite 
grieved me to differ with you upon any points & I shall not feel comforta- 
ble until you favor me with a quietus. 

The Secretary of State has over & over enjoined a Merciful Course, 
&, that, in such terms as to have filled me with alarm for all my doings; 
Lord Durham’s report had not a tendency to relieve me, for he therein 
evidently insinuates that the lives of the only two men who were executed 
for treason—& who were deeply implicated in Murder and Arson— 
might have been spared. 

About 80 of the Brigands will be sent off in a few days in the Buffalo 
to V. D. Land, & I conclude the excitemt. produced by the Transpor- 
tation of these Citizens will not be trifling; & the Mercy that has been 
extended will perhaps avail nothing in suppressing it. 

Johns[t]on is again on the St. Lawrence, & I shall most likely soon 
have occasion to pour forth further lamentations to you respecting his 
atrocities but I am now here making the best arrangemt. I can to prevent 
his success. 

Col. Worth’s proceedings are in my opinion worse than anything 
that has yet occurred. He must have known that a seizure made by a 
regularly authorized authority, was no affair for his interference with 
an armed force & I am much Mortified that Col. Marshall shd. have 
gone on board the Oneida or that he had one word to say to him beyond 
demanding his instant departure out of our waters. 

My son is the Bearer of my Despatch to you on this subject; &, if 
you have not yet visited the Falls of Niagara, he will assure you how 
highly gratified. I shall be to welcome you to the Upper Province if 
you cd. make it convenient to pay us even a short visit. 


[BROCKVILLE CITIZENS TO ARTHUR]: AppREss. A double sheet of foolscap 
with six single sheets sealed together lengthwise. 


[Place not stated.| 

To His Excellency, Sir George Arthur K C H Lieutenant Governor 
of Upper Canada, and Major General Commanding Her Majesty’s 
forces therein—&c &c &c &c 


We have heard with much pleasure of your Excellencys Arrival amongst 
[us] at a time of much Excitement, Caused by the appe[a]rance in our 
Port of an Armed United States Vessel, having on board as a part of the 
Cargo, an American piece of Ordnance addressed to one A. B. James of 
Ogdensburgh [szc], it being well known that this individual furnished, a 
Gun of the same description to the Brigands, at Wind Mill Point in 
November last[.] And the one seized we have every reason to believe 
being sent to replace such Gun, Captured on that occasion; 


1See item 640. 
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With respect to the legality of the Seizure, of the Vessel and Gun 
we do not consider ourselves competent to determine, we leave that for 
the decision of your Excellencys legal advisers, but we cannot refrain 
as Loyal Subjects of Her Majesty, from Expressing to your Excellency, 
Our Hearty disapproval of the Manner in which the vessel and Gun 
were delivered up without the Sanction of your Excellency—through 
the improper interference and advice of some of our Prominent and 
Courageous Officials in Civil Authority, Although we submitted to the 
humiliation with due respect to our Superiors, Nothing would have 
induced us to do so, but our regard for the Laws and Constitution under 
which we have the happiness to live— 

We Trust your Excellency will make all due Allowance, for the Excite- 
ment created among us, at the unjustifiable Surrender of the Gun, 
seized, by a revinue [sic] Officer, and delivered up too, upon a peremptory 
demand by a Military Officer of the United States, assuming with his 
armed Steamer and Soldiers, an imposing and threatening attitude, in 
our very harbour, and within a few yards of our Wharves, as if evincing 
a determination to enforce by Arms, his unwarrantable demand— 

We beg to express to your Excellency Our admiration, of the brave 
and unbiassed course, pursued in your arduous administration of the 
Government of this Province, And to assure Your Excellency of Our 
Willingness on all occasions to turn out at a Moments warning in defence 
of our beloved Queen and our sacred Constitution and laws,—and that 
Her Most Gracious Majesty has not within Her dominions more devoted 
and Loyal subjects than the Subscribers. . . 

[Here follow 259 signatures.] 

[Endorsed in pencil: “‘266 names’’.] 


[ARTHUR TO BROCKVILLE CiTIzENs]: Reply to Address, with emendation 
in Arthur’s handwriting. 6p. 


[Place not stated.] 

Gentlemen . 

I thank you for the expressions of confidence which your address 
contains.— 

To investigate the late occurrences to which you allude was more 
particularly the object of my visit to Brockville— 

As the seizure of the American Schooner and gun, it appears, could 
not be legally sustained, it is much to be deprecated that greater caution 
was not exercised before the seizure was made.— 

Having taken that step however, it was no less blameable that the 
seizure was abandoned without due authority, more especially, under 
such circumstances. and I entertain this opinion strongly, although I am 
aware that some Magistrates interfered with the most honest zeal & 
from a sense of public duty to recommend the measure|.] 

That any portion of her Majesty’s Subjects should have taken the 
Gun from under the immediate contro! of Her Majesty’s Revenue Officer 
at this Port, and fired it off in the public Streets, was a lawless proceeding 
which could not have been expected.— 

[The following passage is here deleted: “‘Injudicious as may have 
been the interference of any of the Magistrates to induce the Collector to 
surrender the Vessel and Gun after seizure, without the sanction of the 
Government, I cannot doubt their honest zeal in the discharge of what 
they considered a Public duty—’’] 
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Neither can I do less than express my astonishment, that any British 
Subjects should so far have forgotten what was due to the character 
of their nation, as to have acted rudely towards foreign Officers entering 
their Country on public duty.— 

By these proceedings, the Inhabitants of this town have placed me 
in a humiliating position, for I have been obliged to admit their indis- 
cretion, whilst I have appealed to the general Government of the United 
States, against the illjudged, [the following words are here erased: 
“unwarrantable, and highly’’] and exciting line of conduct pursued by 
Colonel Worth.— 

No person can more deeply feel than I do the provocations you have 
suffered, nor be more sensible of the extreme distress and anxiety which 
your families must suffer under the present posture of affairs in the 
St Lawrence; Nor can any one be more disposed than I am to remove 
the sufferings and to obtain for you redress for the past and security for 
the future. 

I appeal to you therefore in the confidence, that by your forbearance 
and prudence, as well as by your undoubted gallantry and firmness, you 
will strengthen the hands of the Executive Government at this eventful 
period.— 


ARTHUR TO COLBORNE: LB.2, p. 87-88. 


Brockville. 

As the accounts sent to me of the seizure of the American Schooner, 
and of the proceedings of the ‘‘Oneida”’ were contradictory and unsatis- 
factory, I thought it better to make personal enquiry into the matter.— 
Just as might be supposed, I find that partizanship has obscured the 
truth— The seizure of the gun was, I think, illegal—that of the vessel, 
I am sure, was.— Most improper also was the proceeding of the Mob, 
in firing off the Gun after the Collector seized it, and their conduct 
towards the American Officers who were sent on Shore by Colonel Worth 
was insulting— But with all these admissions Colonel Worth’s pro- 
ceedings, so far as I can yet trace, were very offensive— He might, 
perhaps, have crossed over and enquired why the Schooner was seized, 
but he could have no Authority to demand Her being given up, or to 
move up and down before the Town as long as he did.— This kind of 
conduct will, if persisted in, surely bring on a most unpleasant collision, 
and I shall send off to Mr Fox tonight all the Papers upon the subject, 
and beg that he will determine what kind of communication had better 
be made to the American Government.— 

Mr Jones of the 43d. proceeds to Quebec to make arrangements for 
the Embarkation of the Convicts— I have begged the Law officers to 
have the necessary instruments ready, and hope there will be no delay.— 

It is my intention to proceed as far as Cornwall, and then return to 
Toronto to be prepared for the Great Western. 


[Lorp] BLooMFIELD TO ArtHUR: A.L.S. 4p. 


Woolwich. 

I can not adequately express my feelings of thankfulness for all your 
kindnesses & for your recent communications to my dear Friend & 
Relation, Major Bloomfield, copies of which he has sent. It matters 
nothing[,] whatever may be the result of your kind Intentions—the 
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warmth with which they have been conveyed demand our entire acknowl- 
edgments & you have them believe me. If Bloomfield comes into 
Relation with you, either as a Soldier or a Gentleman, I think you'll not 
have to reproach me for having been the organ of his Introduction— 

I look with increasing solicitude at every Account from Up. Canada— 
May you go on in the honorable course you are travelling, & may your 
Services be suitably acknowledged by your Country. The Province 
now committed to your care seems to feel the important Services you 
have rendered her... [Sends wishes.] 


ARTHUR TO THE BIsHoP OF REGIOPOLIS [ALEXANDER MAcpDONELL]: LB.2, 
p. 88-90, 


Kingston. 

I am sorry for, and hope you will excuse my delay in acknowledging 
your letter informing me of your intention to proceed to England, and 
expressing your desire to avail yourself of the opportunity to advance 
the cause of Emigration to this Province.— 

At your advanced age, I should not forgive myself if I were, in any 
respect, to encourage so serious an undertaking; but, understanding that 
there are important matters which require your personal attention in 
England, and that your mind is quite made up to the Expedition, I 
cannot hesitate to express the opinion that there is no cause of more 
vital importance to Upper Canfa]da than a healthy Colonization from 
the United Kingdom, and your Lordship’s former great success in this 
way has proved so eminently advantageous to the Country, that I shall 
rejoice to hear that you have health and strength for another encounter 
of the same kind.— 

I am not friendly to a pauper Emigration to be defrayed from the 
scanty funds of this Province, because it is a measure that cannot 
succeed, and from the peculiar situation of this Province, we thereby, in 
point of fact, as experience has proved, are only defraying the expense of 
bringing out labourers for the United States—but Colonization by 
families, whilst it relieves the exuberant population of the Mother 
Country, would give that life and strength to this Province which it 
much requires.— 

Her Majesty’s Government, however, have given me no authority 
to patronize any Scheme—therefore all I can say—is, that if your Lord- 
ship can obtain the countenance of the Marquis of Normanby to the 
promotion of the removal of a thousand families, as a national measure, 
I will do my part with pleasure in providing for their comfortable 
Settlement.— 

There is a tract of country in the Western District, on the Huron, 
where a Settlement of Loyal Men would be of the Greatest benefit to the 
Country, and where, I have no doubt, they might colonize with the 
greatest advantage to themselves.— 


ARTHUR TO NORMANBY: LB.5, p. 136-144. 


Government House, Toronto. [Marked ‘Private and Confidential”’.] 
From my Despatch No 132, which I have this moment addressed 
to you, your Lordship will discover that our troubles are far from being 


at an end. 
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In that communication, I have confined myself to certain occurrences 
which strongly indicate the unsettled state of this Country; although, 
as I have intimated, there are none of them that appear to be immedi- 
ately alarming: but there is much in the feeling lately manifested to warn 
us to be very watchful. 

In marking the present communication ‘‘Private and Confidential”, 
I beg your Lordship to understand that I do not desire thereby to shrink 
from the responsibility which ever ought to attach to the office I fill: 
but it is because,—whilst I desire to do my duty faithfully to H. M. 
Government, [a cancelled phrase in item 795 here reads: ‘‘by addressing 
your Lordp. as I would an intimate friend—’’] and to keep nothing from 
their knowledge that I think they should be in possession of—I do not 
wish to bring forward matters officially, that, as counter statements to 
those which are already before H. M. Government, can lead to any 
embarrassment[.] 

Should any observations in this Despatch prove useful to your 
Lordship, it will afford me much satisfaction; but should your Lordship 
attach more weight to information derived from other sources, I shall, 
in no way, feel offended. Your Lordship has taken the seals of the 
Colonial Office at a moment the most critical for Canada, and its fate— 
under Providence—it seems to me, will be irremediably determined at 
an early period. 

As I am personally a stranger to your Lordship, I will preface my 
remarks by the observation that I have served the country under the 
Colonial Department for 26 years, and that your Lordship is the eleventh 
Secretary of State with whom I have corresponded. I believe I may say 
confidently that I gained and retained the entire confidence of every one 
of those Statesmen, whilst they held the seals of the Colonial Office[.] 
There was indeed for a short time a slight estrangement between your 
Lordship’s immediate excellent Predecessor and myself—to which I am 
obliged in sincerity to advert—but nothing more respecting it need 
be said. 

Your Lordship, most happily I consider, has had the experience of 
administering a Government; and you will, therefore, understand me,— 
when I say that, in the nature of things, a Governor must be Conservative 
in his daily practice; but I have never joined any party, or been politically 
connected with any set of men in England. 

I make these remarks, unaware whether this communication will 
fall into your Lordship’s hands,—or into the hands of some other Minister 
of the Crown,—so uncertain was the state of the Government, at the 
date of our last information from England.—but it is Her Majesty’s 
Secretary of State for the Colonies who has a right to my confidence, 
and to that Statesman, whoever he may be, I address myself. 

I have now administered the Government for nearly fifteen months— 
most industriously I have courted the opinions and sentiments of all 
Political classes of the People—and, from the lamentable state of things 
in the Province, in the ordinary course of my duty [item 795 here includes 
the words: ‘‘I have had’’] to encounter Conservatives, Reformers, and 
Republicans, and I think it impossible that I can be far mistaken in the 
sentiments and feelings of the country at large. During the late Session 
of the Parliament, I had the most frequent and unreserved intercourse 
with all the Members, and endeavoured to obtain from them the best 
information I could on the state of public feeling in their several Counties, 
and although I may possibly err in the conclusions I drew from their 
observations,—in the main, I think, I cannot be mistaken. 
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Your Lordship has not time to devote even to a cursory perusal of 
the Correspondence which has passed during the last twelve years 
between your Predecessors, and the officers administering this Govern- 
ment—but. could you do so, you would find that they have not, if I may 
use the expression, harmonized—they have not, no matter what party 
was in power, [a cancelled phrase in item 795 here reads ‘‘the result was 
the same—’’] worked together—and the reason, which is very obvious 
to me, is not noticed by the Earl of Durham, nor do I discover it to be 
plainly stated by any of my Predecessors. 

Sir Francis Head ascribes this, as I believe most erroneously, to the 
influence and policy of a particular Under Secretary of State;—but the 
truth, I am persuaded, is that public sentiment in Great Britain has for 
many years forced upon the Colonial Minister a course of more liberal 
policy in the Colonies in unison with that sentiment, and it naturally 
influenced his Instructions to the Governors of the Provinces. 

Moreover, your Lordship will find, that the policy which, of late 
years, has guided the Minister in his measures, with reference, especially, 
to Upper Canada, had mainly its origin in the Report of the Select 
Committee of the House of Commons in 1828. The recommendations 
of that Committee were based upon the feeling of the People of England; 
but they were, certainly, in many essential points, repugnant at that 
time to the sentiments of a Majority of the People of this Province. 

Since the American Revolution, there has ever been a large body of 
staunch Monarchical People in Upper Canada. They have considered 
that, to retain their Regal Institutions, not one jot nor tittle of those 
Institutions should be surrendered in the face of a growing Republic. 
The Governor of the Province found that he could only carry on his 
administration successfully, with the aid of these Constitutionalists; 
and every popular concession or surrender, at all republican in its ten- 
dency, appeared to militate against the nationality of that party [a can- 
celled phrase in item 795 here reads: ‘‘threw Him into a conflict more 
or less with that party’’] which, in point of fact, was scattered over the 
whole face of the Province. 

In every community there are, and, in the nature of things, there 
must be, grievance-mongers:—and disappointment as to Office, or some 
other disappointment, led in Upper Canada to representations to the 
Home Government. In the Colonial Department, the case was looked 
at in a great degree, either intentionally, or perhaps as a matter of 
course, with reference to the Home Policy, and when the decision upon 
the Disputed point came out, it was generally, from the cause I have 
mentioned, unpalatable to the Monarchists in the Province [a cancelled 
phrase in item 795 here reads: ‘“‘who regarded every popular surrender 
or concession as most objectionable.”’] 

There was something of this felt even before the year 1828; but I 
can trace it distinctly from that time, and the consequence has been 
that the high Constitutional Party have been in the habit of regarding 
the Secretary of State as countenancing and upholding their political 
opponents, whilst the Governor of the Province, for the reasons I have 
assigned, and because he found that the Constitutional Party had the 
chief intelligence, property and influence, has, if not avowedly, at least 
in reality, been favorable to their views. [A cancelled phrase in item 795 
here reads: “at least in his heart always wished that party success.’’] 

The Earl of Durham, as I more particularly collect from his Lordship’s 
correspondence with the Colonial Association in London, has fallen 
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into a most serious error in regard to the present numerical strength of 
the loyal party, [a cancelled phrase in item 795 here reads: ‘‘The mighty 
are fallen: their numbers are diminished: but they are still very power- 
ful;’’] but nothing can be clearer than that Republican influence has 
gained very much upon them. This they feel as well as know, and 
always refer it to the encouragement their opponents have received 
from the Colonial Office. I was much struck with the manifestation 
of that feeling which was displayed when Lord Durham’s Proclamation 
was issued—Lord Glenelg and Lord Brougham were then burnt in effigy 
at Quebec, Montreal, and Toronto, under the impression that Lord 
Durham was opposed to the Colonial Policy that had been pursued. 

But the Constitutional Party are still very powerful, and they have 
so ill received the Earl of Durham’s Report, that I am convinced, from 
the information that has reached me from various quarters, particularly 
within the last few days, that, despairing of maintaining the connexion 
as they would still desire to do, many of that party are now anxiously 
meditating whether a separation from Great Britain would not be most 
conducive to their peace and future welfare. If, therefore, a Union of 
the Provinces be thought of as a means of infusing a better spirit into 
the Legislature of the Lower Province, it seems to me,—taking into 
consideration that a third of the Population of Upper Canada, which I 
am sure I do not over-rate, desire Republican Institutions—that the 
measure must be worse than a mere failure. 

The House of Assembly, as your Lordship will have observed from 
my Despatches, when they first met, were, on certain conditions, in 
favor of a Union: but, after Lord Durham’s Report was received, and the 
great changes which His Lordship meditated were developed, a very 
different feeling appeared to be entertained. At the same time, I would 
observe that I very early penetrated into the moving principle of that 
measure, and do not attach much importance to it either way—for it 
was plain to me that two influential Members of the present House of 
Assembly were anxious to go to England, and cared very little upon 
what pretext. 

I shall ever deeply lament that the Earl of Durham was so suddenly 
obliged to return to England— Had his Lordship personally become 
more thoroughly acquainted with the genius of the Mass of intelligent 
Persons in Upper Canada, it is my deliberate opinion that his Report 
would have been greatly modified. 

There is no point on which his Lordship would have discovered that 
he had fallen into greater error than with reference to the Constitutional 
Party to which I alluded. His Lordship has adverted to it under the 
denomination of the ‘“‘Family Compact”, though there is, the Report 
observes, ‘“‘very little of family connexion amongst the persons thus 
united[.]” [Marginal note here reads: ‘‘Report Page 53’’.] 

After giving a description of the extraordinary influence and wealth 
of this party, the High Commissioner describes it to consist ‘‘for the 
most part of Native born Inhabitants of the Colony, or of Emigrants 
who settled in it before the last War with the United States’. ‘‘That, 
for a long time, this Body of men, receiving at times accessions to its 
numbers, possessed almost all the highest public Offices, by means of 
which and of its influence in the Executive Council, it wielded all the 
powers of Government—it maintained influence in the Legislature by 
means of its predominance in the Legislative Council: and it disposed 
of the large number of petty Posts, which are in the Patronage of the 
Government all over the Province[.]”’ 
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There was, undeniably, a party closely connected by Family ties 
who were many years ago almost exclusively the only able official 
working men in the Province, and they did possess, as intelligent active 
men always will do in small communities, a great deal of influence; but 
when in 1823 & 1825, a healthy Immigration flowed into the Country, 
the peculiar influence of this small knot of persons was undermined, 
and the denomination has been continued to distinguish the great 
Colonial Family as Lord Lord [sic] Durham has described it in contra- 
distinction to recent Emigrants. 

It was this Provincial Family that defended the Country throughout 
the last War, and from the events of that period, their high Constitutional 
principles, in opposition to Republican Institutions, appear to have been 
cemented by the blood of Sir Isaac Brock whose memory they still 
ardently cherish. 

When Sir John Colborne came to Upper Canada in 1828, he had been 
led to the conclusion that the Constitutional Party had too much in- 
fluence; and, I find, that he intentionally avoided appointing any persons 
to Office on account of peculiar loyalty, or advocacy of Constitutional 
principles—in fact, he kept aloof from them. But, in the course of two 
or three years, he found such a total absence of good principle and of 
honesty in the Liberal Party, with views so evidently destructive of 
British Connexion, that he thenceforth availed himself of the power 
and support of the Constitutional Party in carrying on the Govern- 
ment.— I can say, with confidence, however, that they never exercised 
throughout Sir John Colborne’s administration any such influence over 
the Government as the Report sets forth [a cancelled passage 
approximately here in item 795 reads: ‘‘My Military chief is a kind- 
hearted & most amiable Person, but never was there a Party that wd. 
venture upon dictating to Him.”] I sincerely believe the heads of 
that Party did not desire it, and I am sure he would not have permitted 
it, if they had. For years it was predicted that what the Reformers 
aimed at was Republican Institutions; and as soon as they imagined a 
fair opportunity presented for the accomplishment of their object, the 
prediction was fulfilled! [Cancelled passages in item 795 here read: ‘‘The 
Mischief that the publication of the Earl of Durham’s report must do is 
scarcely to be calculated; & the circulation of Sir Francis Head’s Narrative 
isas bad’. ‘Whilst writing this Dispatch I have received accounts from 
various parts of the Province of the active movements of the disloyal 
section of the Community’”’.] 

Much may be done to improve the condition of this Province—the 
Magistracy requires to be purified in some Districts, and enlarged in 
others— Education calls loudly for the careful eye of the Government, 
and the liberality of the Provincial Parliament, and in many other 
respects the wishes of the People may be gratified; but, to my appre- 
hension, it is impossible safely to decrease the influence of the Crown 
by carrying out to the full extent such a liberal policy as may be ventured 
upon in England.— There—a check may be given to extreme measures, 
when necessary, by the Aristocracy of the Country Here,—a host 
of Republicans are ready any day to cross the Lakes and ‘“‘liberate the 
Canadas’. 

I beg your Lordship will believe that I have most faithfully stated 
what are the feelings of the Constitutional Party in this Province, as I 
have collected them from the very best sources of information. If they 
be correct, Your Lordship must be conscious of the fact, that if the 
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principles recommended by the Earl of Durham, especially that of 
Responsible Government, be carried out, a triumph will be given to the 
Republican Party, and H. M. Government will lose the support of the 
Constitutional Party,—and then the question is,—can the Canadas be 
held by any Military Force Great Britain can possibly send out. 

My humble advice is that Parliament at present meddle not at all 
with the Institutions of Upper Canada. At this time, if it can be had, 
she needs repose. 


ARTHUR [TO NorMANBY:] Df.L. 26p. 


[Place not stated.| [Marked ‘‘Private & Confidential’, and endorsed in 
pencil ‘‘This Despatch was ordered not to be entered in the public 
Despatch Book.’’] 

[Draft copy of item 794 mainly in Arthur’s handwriting.] 


ARTHUR TO SIR R. [W.] GARDINER: LB.3, p. 37-38. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I recd. yr. letter of the 3rd. May on my return from an excursion down 
the St. Lawrence yesterday— independent of the package it contained 
for yr. son there were three others for him in the Bag all of wh. my 
A.D.C. put into his hands & as he dined with me in the Evening I had 
the opportunity of ascertaining from him that all was right. 

There is nothing new respectg. Mr. Macdonald’s case— I expect 
every day to hear of his removal from the service. You need not I am 
satisfied give yrself. any further concern upon that matter.— 

I think affairs are looking better in this Province & I hope I have 
nearly overcome the worst of my difficulties but who can pretend to judge 
what will be the future fate of the Canadas—humanly speaking, nothing 
can be more uncertain !— 


ARTHUR TO HEAD: LB.3, p. 54. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 
Thank you for yr. note of the 25th. Feby.— The Narrative for wh. 
I am very much obliged reached me the day before yesterday; & strange 


to say, Mr. Ridout, who happened to be at New York, was the bearer of it. 


How do you & Lord Durham suppose that I can possibly survive 
the effects of the Report & the Narrative. 

You will be glad to hear that, after a severe contest, the Clergy Re- 
serves, by a majority of one, were re-invested in the Crown. 


[Str] Joun Macponatp To ArtHuR: A.L.S. 4p. 


Horse Guards, [London.| [Marked ‘‘Confidential’’.] 

You will see the object of my letter of this date to Sir John Colborne 
of which I now send you a copy for your information and guidance— 
Pray consider it strictly Confidential and do not let it be seen by another 
person, and pray have the accompanying private letter delivered immedi- 
ately to my poor young friend— You must see that I have a most 
distressing and perplexing game to play upon this occasion— If this 
young man persists in protesting his innocence, how can I venture to 
incur the awful responsibility of inducing him to retire from the army 
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under such a horrible stigma, and yet, if he were to retire, upon any 
other persons advice, it is the very thing I should wish to see him do, to 
spare the feelings of his family; because, setting entirely aside the charges 
now hanging over him, I cannot but feel that, after what has happened 
to him, he cannot prosper in a profession which is based upon Honor. . . 

P.S. I am perfectly satisfied with the conduct of young Gardiner 
who introduced the ambiguous and unlucky expression into his note to 


Macdonald by the advice of another party who ought to have known 


better[.] 
[The enclosure referred to is probably item 801.] 


NORMANBY TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 3p. 


Downing Street, [London.| [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

The intelligence which we received from you last week on the very 
day of Lord John Russells intended statement had naturally a very 
decided effect upon the course we had previously determined to pursue. 
In the face of so strong a Protest from parties so deeply interested 
against any thing being finally settled without giving them an oppor- 
tunity of being heard it would obviously have been difficult to have 
forced forward Legislation of a prospective Character. The advantage 
in at once settling the question if possible had always appeared to me 
to be great, but in the present state of parties here one could not antici- 
pate such a general measure in their views as would alone have made 
success satisfactory]|.| 

I am obliged by the illtimed Departure of the Liverpool to com- 
municate with you on these Topics without being able to say more than 
that whilst it is the intention of the Government to extend temporarily 
the powers of the Legislative Council of Lower Canada, the Bill for the 
permanent Government of the Canadas will probably be sent out for 
consideration between this and the next Session of Parliament{.] 

I shall take the earliest opportunity of writing again[.] 


NoORMANBY TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 3p. 


Downing Street, [London.| [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

The affair of Col Prince, which in every: point of view is rather 
awkward nevertheless passed off in the House of Lords better than | 
had expected. I was still in want of accurate information as to the 
precise circumstances under which the unjustifiable Act took place and 
therefore was obliged by putting together the known incidents of the 
day to speculate upon its having occurred at that period which seemed 
to tally best with the different explanations given in its defence[.] 

In the present unfortunate state of Society there it seems very unde- 
sirable that the excitement on the subject should be continued by those 
further Cross Prosecutions of which you speak in your Despatch received 
since the Discussion. but of this I suppose the parties themselves must 
alone judge[.] 

I was very happy in availing myself of a public opportunity of doing 
justice to my sense of your difficulties and your conduct under them|.] 


[Str] JouN MAcDONALD TO COLBORNE: Le iD: 


Horse Guards, [London.]| [Marked ‘‘Copy”’.] 


I have Lord Hill’s authority to make myself the medium of trans- 
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mitting the accompanying Letter to you, and to say, that should this 
reach you in sufficient time to admit of your renewing to the Hon: 
Lieut: Macdonald, of the 93rd Regiment, the offer of retiring from the 
Service to avoid Trial by General Court Martial, His Lordship will 
approve of your doing so.— To account to you for this Communication, 
so entirely opposed as it is, to the Instructions contained in my official 
Letters of the 23rd ultimo, relative to this distressing Case, it is necessary 
that I should explain to you, that, in different private Letters lately 
received from Toronto, there is allusion to circumstances of fresh mis- 
conduct (the nature of which, however, is not specified) upon the part 
of Lieut: Macdonald; and one Letter states, that additional Charges had, 
in consequence, of such misconduct, been preferred against him.— 

Presuming that these statements cannot be groundless, and, if not 
groundless that this young Man, may, reasonably, be presumed to have 
thus frequently compromised his character, from that defect of Intellect, 
which has been imputed to him, Lord Macdonald, and the other Members 
of his family have entreated Lord Hill to send you the present discretion- 
ary power, to stop all judicial proceedings against Lieutenant Macdonald, 
if he, upon further reflection, expresses his desire to avoid a public Trial, 
and places his resignation in your hands, for the purpose of being for- 
warded by you to Lord Fitzroy Somerset.— If, however, notwith- 
standing the indulgent consideration thus continued by Lord Hill, 
towards an Officer who stands charged with Offences of highly disgraceful 
character, and the proof of which against him, cannot but entail misery 
upon his family, inasmuch as the result of a Trial upon such Charges, is 
invariably, published in General Orders, to the Army—that Officer still 
persists in his determination to meet the Charges now pending against 
him, before a General Court Martial, His Lordship can only leave him 
to his fate, and let his Case go to Trial accordingly. 

As it appears to be, now, the deliberate opinion of so many respectable 
Authorities in Canada that Lieutenant Macdonald’s Intellects are so 
weak, and so inadequate to the proper discharge of his Duties, as a 
Member of Society, Lord Hill authorizes me to suggest, the expediency 
of the Case being placed in the hands of the Honble. Lt. Colonel Hope 
of the Coldstream Guards, with a view to his considering it with that 
mature and accurate judgment which is so apparent in all his own acts, 
and, of course, with a view to his advising Lieutenant Macdonald (as his 
connection) to accept the offer now renewed to him if he (Lt. Col: Hope) 
shall see sufficient ground for advising him to that effect.— 

In order to afford every chance of being in time to stop the Trial, I 
shall, with Lord Hill’s permission, transmit a Copy of this Letter to Sir 
George Arthur, by the New York Packet, which is to convey the 
original.— 

[The above is probably the enclosure referred to in item 798. The 
enclosure referred to in the above is lacking. ] 


[Lorn] Fitzroy [J. H.] Somerset To ArTHUR: A.L.S. 2p. 


Horse Guards, |London.] 

Your letters are always interesting and I am very much obliged to 
you for that of the 14th. of May with it’s [sic] inclosures. Pray accept 
my best congratulations on your success in both houses. It is very 
important that your hands should be strengthened as much as possible. 
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ARTHUR TO JOHN KENT: LB.3, p. 38-39. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

Mr. Macaulay has laid before me yr. letter with the various docu- 
ments wh. accompanied it. It was quite unnecessary for my satis- 
faction that you should have taken so much trouble respectg. the case 
of Mr. Merritt. I was quite convinced from the first altho’ I regretted 
that it accidentally fell from you in my office that the very worst had 
been made of a casual observation; wh., in point of fact, ought never to 
have been repeated. 

In every point of your character wh. has come under my observations 
or within my Knowledge I know no gent. more truly patriotic—more 
honorable—or, more zealous to apply his excellent abilities to the welfare 
of the Community. 


so FOx 70 AnreuvR: ALS. 8p. 


Washington. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

This letter will be conveyed to you by General the Baron de 
Mareschal, the Austrian Minister at Washington, who I believe will 
visit Canada in the course of the summer, and whom I beg to be allowed 
1o introduce to your acquaintance-— The Baron de Mareschal is a 
general officer of high distinction in the Austrian service: he is a most 
agre[elable and estimable person: and I shall feel personally grateful 
for any kindness and attention that you may be good enough to show 
to him. 


ARTHUR TO COLBORNE: LB.2, p. 92-95. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I have intended for some days past to write to you but I have not had 
a moment at my command. I have also been rather anxiously expecting 
to hear from you. 

With regard to the affair at Brockville I have found that there had 
been fault on all sides. The Collector evidently was popularity-hunting 
and from a sinful desire of applause laid the foundation for all the mis- 
chief that followed. He had no right to make the seizure, nor, having 
made it, any authority to restore the property without reference to the 
Govt. The people acted with great violence—the Magistrates with 
much weakness—& Col. Worth with great presumption—for, although 
he might rightly enough perhaps have inquired in a proper manner in 
behalf of his Govt. why the seizure was made, it was a great insult to 
come over in an armed vessel filled with soldiers who were ostentatiously 
paraded on her deck & demand the restitution of the vessel & gun. His 
Govt. ought to give him a good lecture at least, but, I conclude, they 
will do nothing of the kind! Col. Marshall was, I believe, exceedingly 
anxious to do all that was right but he was perplexed and confounded; 
but, as he is an Old Soldier who has seen his best days and is on the 
point of returning home I cd. not find it in my heart to do more than 
explain to him that his going on board the Oneida under such circum- 
stances was a very unnecessary Act of Condescension, & that he ought 
to have insisted on Col. Worth’s departure altogether out of our waters 
as an indispensable preliminary to the restoration of the seizure. Pray 
do not take any further notice of this as he has done good service in his 
day. He is a gallant old soldier and was placed in circumstances of 
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unusual difficulty. [Footnote marked for insertion here reads: ‘‘Since 
writing the above as Col. Marshall has been reflected upon in the Public 
Journals I have thought it due to him to address a short Official Letter 
to you.”] I found much excitement all down the St. Lawrence produced 
by various causes. At Cornwall the feeling of the people was roused 
in consequence of the imprudent speech made by Mr. Justice Tucker 
to the “‘Ann” prisoners who were liberated at Cornwall & sent into the 
States; but, I believe, I left them pacified. There has more recently 
been a serious unpleasantry in the Midland District when the Militia 
turned out for muster on the 4th. Instant—they brought Lord Durham’s 
flag, and an American flag and some speeches were made not very much 
in favor of Monarchical Institutions[.] ‘‘Lord Durham and a responsible 
Government” appear now to be the watch words among all the radicals 
and republicans. I have such an Address signed by fourteen Magistrates 
of that District as would lead me to expect Rebellion every day. The 
disaffected have, I believe, displayed a good deal of rancorous feeling, 
and talk largely; but I cannot believe matters can be so bad as the 
magistrates have represented. It is however as you well know a very 
bad neighbourhood—quite over stocked with Americans. Would it 
not be well to have a good Block House at Presqu’Ile with some guns 
upon it and good accommodation for a Military Station[?] There has 
been a large meeting at Niagara in consequence of the Acts of Arson 
that have been committed there by a band of villains who have crossed 
over from the States. A man named Lett has been identified, and 
positively sworn to as the murderer of Mr. Usher. I have sent the 
affidavits to Mr. Fox, and begged him to demand that Lett sh. be given 
up, but it will be all in vain— Mr. Secretary Spencer at Albany ob- 
served to the Gentleman whom I dispatched that we shd. be expected 
in the first instance to give up Sir Allan Macnab and Captain Drew.— 
Lord Durham’s Report has created a most unpleasant sensation and 
has proved far more mischievous than I at first expected it wd. do. It 
is impossible to suppose that he did not wish to do all that was most 
calculated for the welfare of the Provinces as British Possessions but 
His Lordship has utterly mistaken the Genius of the People of Upper 
Canada. All the loyal party are very much cast down, & I think the 
most dangerous effect has been produced upon them who now almost 
unreservedly express their opinions that they shall have neither peace 
nor prosperity under existing institutions; and they look even with 
complacency to a separation[.] I should say no Public Document was 
ever fraught with more disastrous consequences than the High Commis- 
sioner’s Report and if there were a new Parliament now called I think 
unquestionably there wd. be at least an equal number of Radicals, for 
all those Gentry are as much elated as their opponents are depressed[.] 
I do not hazard sentiments so serious but upon Information on wh. I 
think I can confidently rely. Upper Canada never will be again what 
it was when you resigned the govt.; though, before Lord Durham’s 
Report made its appearance I had begun to entertain a far more favor- 
able opinion of the feeling of the Country. I hope matters wear a more 
favorable aspect in the Lower Province though I think none of the 
French party being Spectators of your review on the Queen’s Birthday 
was not an omen for good. I have been expecting to hear what your 
wishes are respecting the Glengar[r]y Regt. according to the intimation 
conveyed in Mr. Griffin’s Letter to Coll. Turner, wh. was presented to 
me whilst I was at Cornwall. I enclose for yr. perusal the copy of a 
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letter from Colonel Macdonell, who I mentioned to you had called upon 
me in high dudgeon some weeks ago. 
[Enclosure lacking.] 


COLBORNE TO ARTHUR: A.L.S, 8p. 


Montreal. 

The reports in respect to the plans and evil intentions of the French 
Canadians have lately created some alarm in this Province. No addi- 
tional facts however have transpired to warrant the apprehensions of 
the Alarmists— The very bad spirit which everywhere prevails, has 
existed for some years, and cannot suddenly be eradicated. The habitans 
have been corrupted, with much perseverance and assiduity, by the 
Revolutionary Party, and they can only be rescued from that influence 
by which they have been seduced, by gradually raising up another in 
support of Government. The appointment of intelligent Magistrates, 
alterations in the Judicature, and in the feudal tenures may tend to 
promote a favorable change, if our turbulent neighbours become tired 
of the Game of excitement which at present they are playing with effect. 
I receive, daily, information of plots and contemplated rebel movements, 
but I do not believe that the habitans are organized for further insur- 
rection, nor that they will be induced to engage in any, unless they are 
well assured that they are effectually supported by a large force on the 
frontier, of Brigands and Patriots from the United States. Under such 
circumstances they would take an active part in every district. It is 
now certain, that from one end of the Province to the other the habitans 
were either actively concerned in the last conspiracy or were acquainted 
with the plans of the conspirators— At Swanton and at Platzburg [szc] 
it is observed, that the Refugees have lately been more in motion, and 
several parties have ventured to cross the border line, and have had 
communication with their expective villages; and it is said, that the 
Canadians who are constantly passing into the States in search of work, 
enrol on the borders with the intention of joining the Refugees in the 
Autumn. The Agent of the Seigniory of Beauharnois reports that the 
Censitaires are unusually idle and neglect their farms in expectation of 
a third revolt. I have heard also that the Patriots in New York have 
not abandoned their projects for the liberation of Canada. These 
rumours, connected with the appearance of Bill Johns[t]on, have given 
the alarmists full occupation. Whatever influence the American 
Government may possess will be exerted to keep the frontier quiet. It 
will be always difficult to determine how far the reports of preparations 
on the part of the Brigands can be credited, there are so many persons 
on both sides of the line interested in continuing the border warfare— 
Lord Durham’s essay has worked, in this Province, as unfavorably for 
us as the Revolutionists could desire. 

If the force at present at our disposal be stationed near the most 
vulnerable points ready for a move, I think the confidence of the popu- 
lation in both Provinces may be restored; and that no occurrence of 
importance in regard to the attacks of the Brigands, need be apprehended. 
Periodical alarms will take place, and it requires great circumspection 
and prudence on the part of Officers on the frontier to ascertain the 
cause of them, correctly, before they put their neighbours on the alert. 

The 34th Regiment under Lt Col Airey, will remain at Amherstburg, 
and I have ordered the Fort to be placed in such a state of defence as 
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will enable the Militia to hold it for some weeks; on an emergency. I 
think it will be better to station two companies only of the 85th. at 
Sandwich, than to permit a greater number of that Regt to remain 
exposed to the temptation of visiting the American side. The alarm is 
so likely to commence in that quarter that I should recommend four 
Companies of the 2d incorporated Battn to be permanently stationed 
at Sandwich and Windsor. The remainder of the Militia may be 
placed I think at Chatham with advantage. 

If you approve of this arrangement have the goodness to withdraw 
the other company of the 85th Regt from Sandwich, and order it—to 
London. The 73d Regt. and the 85th Regt with the exception of the 
Sandwich detachment, will occupy London permanently. I have 
directed that the Barracks at London and at other permanent quarters 
may be repaired and arranged to afford as much comfort and convenience 
to the Troops as can be obtained for them by any additional outlay. I 
hope you will be able to keep at Sandwich and Windsor not less than 
four hundred men— _ I beg you will acquaint Captain Sandom that I 
think it necessary that one of the Government Steam Vessels on Lake 
Erie should be stationed at the Port of Amherstburg, for the defence of 
the Western frontier, and to give confidence to that section of the 
Country, in reference to the state of affairs, and to the intrigues of the 
Patriots of Michigan. If Captain Sandom refuse to comply with the 
requisition of the Executive Government, I am of opinion that arrange- 
ments should be made to engage a Steam boat, and to place it under 
the control of the Provincial Govmt. I shall take an early opportunity 
of bringing this subject before the Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
should Captain Sandom not feel himself disposed to comply with your 
requisition, or imagine that he is authorised under the circumstances 
in which the Province is placed, to disobey the orders which he may 
receive from the civil Government, when he is required to station the 
Lake Erie Steam boats at the Ports menaced by the Brigands— The 
Steam boats on Lake Erie were purchased or hired, with a view of their 
being employed under the direction of the Local Government; and if 
any discussion, with the Senior Naval Officer is to be apprehended, as 
to the points where they can be stationed with most advantage to the 
interests of the Province, the interference of the Secretary of State 
should, I am persuaded, be requested, before any further correspondence 
upon this subject takes place with Captain Sandom. 

The 43d Regiment, the Squadron of the 1st Dr Guards and the 3d 
Incorporated Battn., in the Niagara District, will be a sufficient force 
for that part of the Province— The ist Incorporated Battn you wish 
to keep at Hamilton. The 32d and 93d Regiments will be stationed at 
Toronto, and one of These Corps be disposable for operations to the 
Eastward or Westward. 

At Kingston three companies of the 65th Regt and the 83d Regt, 
with such companies of the 4th Incorporated Militia as may not be 
required on the St Lawrence, will be a sufficient protection for that 
neighbourhood. One company of the 4th Incorporated Battn and the 
Independent Company of Brockville, will probably be a proper garrison 
for Brockville, and one Company of the 4th Incorporated Batt, in addi- 
tion to the two Independent Companies at Prescott, and the Detach- 
ment of the 65th ordered to occupy Fort Wellington will keep all quiet 
in that Town and its vicinity. The detachment intended for Fort 
Wellington should be selected from the best men. 
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At Cornwall, the Battn under the command of Col VanKoughnett 
[sic] and the two Companies of the Glengarry Militia, willing to remain 
embodied, will maintain the communication of the two Provinces. 

One Company of Col. Fraser’s Regt of Glengarry Militia, not less 
than 80 R & F.; I request may be stationed at Lancaster— This 
company will furnish the detachment at Coteau du Lac, and the Corn- 
wall Companies will detach to St. Regis if it be necessary to occupy 
that post. Colonel Carmichael appears an active Officer. I have 
directed him to remain in command at Prescott. 

Sandwich and Windsor are points so vulnerable that I am anxious 
that the Barracks occupied by our detachments, should be made de- 
fensible posts, and put out of danger of a surprise. I understand that 
all the houses hired for Barracks at those Villages are badly fitted up 
for the accommodation of Troops. If Iron Bedsteads can be procured 
from the Barrack Department, I will authorise the expense of forwarding 
them to Sandwich... 

P[.]S[.] The inclosure is a copy of a letter from me to Capt. Sandom, 
respecting the Pirates on the St Lawrence[.] 

[Enclosure lacking.] 


ARTHUR TO COLONEL [WILLIAM ?] MARSHALL: LB.2, p. 91. 


Government House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

The most satisfactory answer wh. I can give to yr. communications 
respectg. the late affair at Brockville is to enclose a copy of a letter wh. 
I have just written to Sir J. Colborne [footnote in pencil reads “‘ ‘Official’ 
entered in the Office’’] & upon wh. most probably His Excellency will 
communicate to you before you embark. 

[Enclosure is probably item 805.] 


COLBORNE TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 9p. 


Montreal. 

I have so long delayed to thank you for your interesting account of 
the affairs of U C. College and Kings Coll: that I am almost ashamed 
to advert to your letter of the 30th April, upon that subject. Both 
Institutions I hope are so far secured that they can legally receive 
support from the same endowment. Dr Strachan, I conclude, cannot 
desire to retain the Office of President after he becomes a Bishop. Should 
that be the case, I think you will find it advantageous, under the circum- 
stances in which you are placed, in respect to the views of the opposers 
of the University and the supporters of the Institution, to nominate 
the Principal of U C. College President or Head of Kings College also; 
to procure as soon as possible two accomplished Tutors from our Uni- 
versities for the Classical and Mathematical Departments; and to 
authorise the erection of a modest building, in proportion to the limited 
finances of the College, fit for the reception of fifty students. The 
apartments of the Tutors would not increase the debt considerably. If 
this arrangement could be carried into effect without incurring much 
additional expense, you would not altogether disappoint the parties 
who have been from the commencement of the sharp discussions relative 
to the opening of the University much disgusted by the interference of 
the Colonial Secretary in preventing the adoption of the measures which 
were from time to time proposed to force it into operation 
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The financial concerns appear to have been badly managed, and the 
revenue of the College much impaired by an unnecessary expenditure. 
The fear of disappointment and the anxiety to get the Charter in full 
play led I believe to the expensive preparatory arrangements which 
might have been avoided— _I should strongly recommend your sanction- 
ing a commencement on the small scale, and the appointment of Tutors, 
who may be styled Professors 

Dr Strachan has never forgiven me for the opposition which I found 
it necessary to make to his proposed measures in respect to the building 
of Kings College, and the Charter— I believe he detests my name 
and whole race, 

Captain Arthur left us this morning, and is the bearer of a letter 


_from me to you relative to the distribution of our force— The Kingston, 


Steam-vessel, has I find been ordered by Captain Sandom to Amherst- | 
burg— He acquaints me that that vessel is not fit to convey Troops on 
Lake Erie, but may be trusted on the Detroit and the St. Clair— 

The Engineers will attend to the Barracks and posts on the Western 
frontier of Amherstburg and Sandwich|.] If we are well prepared at 
those points, the Brigands will not venture on an incursion further to 
the Eastward. General Scott, according to his own statement, is 
confident that no plot can be carried on without his knowledge— The 
rumours of meetings and seditious organization are everywhere circu- 
lated,—but I am incredulous, and shall remain so, till I can discover 
any fact to warrant the suspicions of the Alarmists— 

If the American Government had power to drive Nelson[,] Cote and 
Mackenzie from the frontier Towns, the excitement would soon be at 
an end. 


[Sir] JIoHN] GARDINER TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 1p. 


Horse] Gluar|ds. |[London.] 

Your letters of May last came to hand— _ I have delayed writing 
to you, a Packet or two, in the hope of being enabled to convey to you 
some information as to the intended arrangements for your part of the 
world—but you will see by the papers, that, matters are not likely to 
be settled at an early period—but under any circumstances, I cannot 
imagine you are likely to be interfered with— I do not know Lord 
Normanby, but I am told thro’ private Channels, that, as regards you, 
He is perfectly satisfied— 

I am glad to observe, all seems tranquil with you, and as far as I 
can judge, all appear disposed to ascribe this state of things to the 
vigour of your arrangements— I do not think matters connected with 
Upper Canada, have yet been considered, and as regards the Lower 
Canada, the arrangements as you will perceive, by the enclosure are 
only of a temporary nature— 

Macdonald (my Chief) wrote you fully in regard to his namesake— 
the Lt. in the 933d— _ I was, from the first, disposed to advocate the line 
of proceeding you suggested—but Lord M. concurred with the Lt—his 
brother, as to the necessity of his conduct, in regard to the gambling 
transactions, being made the subject of investigation by a Genl. Ct. 
Martial[.] Your last letter to me stated, that the young man had got 
into fresh difficulties but you abstained from all mention of the particular 
nature of them; whether Lord Macdonald had any intelligence of them, 
or not, I know not, but I believe His Lordship, as well as, my Chief, 


1839 


810 | 
June 20 


ARTHUR PAPERS 175 


saw at last the propriety of coming into your views as to the best mode of 
adjusting matters[.] In regard to my young nephew, who unfortunately 
occasioned all this embarrassment, I must think, there was much to 
extenuate— I never was uneasy about him[,] being satisfied, that, you 
would extend your care and effectual protection, as far as it could be 
necessary, and latterly I succeeded in relieving my brother, from his 
anxiety— We shall hear I conclude in two or three weeks, how the 
matter has terminated— In respect to your own Youngster, I have no 
hesitation in saying you had better lay upon your oars, for the present. 
As to sending him out to India in his present rank, it cannot be advisable 
in any way—it would be difficult to get him a Staff Situation, except 
He went as A d C to a Genl. Officer, and it is found, in most cases, that 
they have relations or particular friends of their own— _ I observe He 
is only a Captain of last year, which renders it very improbable that 
they would sanction his succession to a Majority by purchase if one fell 
vacant—his being with the Corps, would not therefore expedite his 
views, in regard to promotion—and I see no other advantage that could 
attend his going out to India—altogether if an exchange offered in a 
Regt. in America, I think He could not do better than avail himself of 
it—if it did offer here, I certainly should not hesitate to interfere, and 
use my best exertions to carry it into effect— if He should meet with 
one, that is, a Captain, who would prefer service in the East Indies, and 
would exchange with him, send in the papers thro’ Sir J. Colborne, or 
send them direct Home—at the same time I do not think it, at this 
moment very important, and for the reason I have alluded to, which is, 
it would not expedite his promotion—they would hardly be inclined to 
give him the rank of Major, before he attains 4 or five yrs service as 
Captain— I shall not lose sight of the matter, and you may expect to 
hear from me again, after I have had an opportunity of mentioning the 
matter to Lord Fitzroy— by the bye, I think it would be advisable to 
continue your demi official communications to Lord Fitzroy, whenever 
you may have any thing likely to prove interesting— I mean, on points, 
in any way connected with the Troops—their distribution &c 

I believe I wrote to you some time back about Col Farquharson of 
the Royals—pray read the enclosed to Mr. Lindsay, from which, it would 
appear, that, his great object is the command of one of your Militia 
Corps, which you have lately incorporated— I may safely say from 
all I have heard of him, you could not place such a charge, great and 
responsible as it is, in better hands— 

I must entreat also your notice and protection of a Mr S: Spragge who 
is a resident at Toronto— The enclosed Memorandum depicts some 
particulars as to the circumstances, under which He went to Upper 
Canada, but I dare say, they are not more than what you have already 
ascertained in regard to him— 

[Enclosures lacking. ] 


NoORMANBY TO ARTHUR: L. 3p. 


Downing Street, [London.] [Marked ‘‘(Copy.) No. 65.”] 

I have received your Despatches Nos. 91 and 107, of the 17th. April 
and 13th. May, commenting on certain statements in the Report of 
the Earl of Durham, relating to the Affairs of Upper Canada, and to 
the Policy observed by you in the Administration of the Government 
of that Province. 
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I have felt it my duty to you to communicate to Parliament the 
explanations contained in those Despatches. Before their receipt, I 
had availed myself of the opportunity, afforded by the debate on Colonel 
Prince’s case, to bear testimony in the House of Peers to the Wisdom, 
firmness and humanity which had distinguished your Administration 
under circumstances of great difficulty. I am happy to repeat in writing 
the declaration which I then made, and to assure you of my determination 
to afford you all the support in my power in the arduous and critical 
circumstances in which you are placed. 

[Endorsed in pencil: ‘‘Prepared at H. E. request, for his private 
use.—’’] 


[Sir] JioHN] HARVEY TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 4p. 


Gov. House, Fredericton, N.B. 

I hear rumours of great kindness shewn by you towards our Boy of 
the 34th., & though his Letters on the subject have not yet reached us, 
I do not, on that account, delay for one moment expressing to you the 
grateful sense which Lady Harvey and I entertain for your very friendly 
conduct, which indeed has made us your Debtors to an amount far 
beyond what we can hope ever to be afforded an opportunity of re- 
paying— Still we trust the “le bon temps viendra”— 

The friendly disposition which you have had the goodness to evince 
towards me leaves me no ground for doubting that you will peruse with 
interest & satisfaction an Extract which I cannot deny myself the 
pleasure of sending you, confidentially from a Dispatch from the Colonial 
Secretary of State, conveying to me the expression of H M approbation 
of my late Proceedings— I could, my dear Sir George, (as you must 
be well aware from the Similarity of our Position) have placed the two 
Nations in a State of War, by holding up my finger, i.e. by permitting a 
single volley to be fired by my eager New Brunswickers—but my sense 
of Public Duty pointed to a different Course & I fearlessly followed it— 
I mean fearless of responsibility and even obloguy— 


[Enclosure:] 


1839 
May 16 
NORMANBY TO SIR JOHN Harvey: L. 2p. 
Downing Street, [London.| 
Extract of a Despatch from the Most Noble the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies, to His Excellency Major General 
Sir John Harvey K.C.B.—numbered 13—and dated, 
Downing Street 
16 May 1839[.] 
“Her Majesty’s Government have received with much 
satisfaction your report of your negociations with Major 
General Scott for the provisional adjustment of the Boundary 
Question, and approve and sanction the terms on which you 
ultimately Agreed.”’— 
“The correspondence between yourself and that Officer is 
‘honorable alike to you and to him— It is gratifying to 
observe that the feelings of personal esteem which were estab- 
lished between General Scott and yourself when formerly 
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opposed to each other in the field should, after the lapse of so 
many years, have induced and enabled you both, to concur 
in averting from your respective Countries the calamities of 
War.’ — 

“Having laid these Papers before the Queen, I have been 
Honored with Her Majestys Command to signify to you Her 
entire approbation of your conduct on this occasion”’.— 


ARTHUR TO GLENELG: LB.2, p. 95-99. 


Govt. House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

In my last Despatch Bag from England was a Packet containg. 4 
four copies of Yr. Ldship’s. Despatches to my Predecessor— There 
was no explanatory communication from the Col. Office wh. leads me 
to the conclusion that these copies were forwarded by yr. desire, but not 
officially— 

Be this as it may, I feel it my duty to ackge. that they have reached 
me, and that I have given all the publicity to them wh. you cd. wish. 

If any doubt has rested with Yr. Ldship. whether any advantage 
might result from this publication, I would like to remove it by assuring 
you that I make no question it was very desirable to explain the views & 
reasoning which had influenced Yr. Ldship’s. decisions & Instructions 
upon those points wh. had been brought before the Public in Sir Francis 
Head’s Narrative—& I make this observation with sincerity whilst I 
feel that the deepest injury has been done to this Country by the State- 
ments & disclosures which have been made within the last few months 
both in and out of Parliament. 

Altho’ the worst may still be feared we have hitherto stood agt. 
these untoward movemts. better than cd. possibly have been expected; 
but, if I were at liberty to enter fully into all that has transpired from 
the period of the Earl of Durham’s arrival down to the present time, 
Your Lordship would be convinced that my Administration has recd. 
the severest shock that cd. well have been inflicted upon it. 

Nothing can be more perplexing than our present position— Sir 
F. Head’s prominent measures received the warmest approbation of 
H. M, Govt.— 

The Reformers, or, as refers to the great body of that party I might 
very properly say the Republicans were prostrated and Your Lordship’s 
despatch enjoined me to pursue the same course as my Predecessor had 
successfuly followed. 

The Earl of Durham on the other hand has assailed not only Sir 
F. Head but the Constitutional party & their opponents have so far 
rallied that if there were an election at this time it is very generally 
expected that the adherents & followers of Mackenzie wd. recover their 
strength, and that matters would be nearly as they were before the last 
Parliamt. was dissolved. 

This is, of course, a result the High Commissioner never contem- 
plated; but, it is so regarded by this Community as to occasion the most 
serious apprehension.— 

During the last War with America a loyal & highly influential party 
was firmly rivetted together determined thenceforth to oppose every 
innovation upon their Constitution: &, especially, to resist the intro- 
duction of any thing approaching to Republican Institutions. This 
party Lord Durham regards as the body provincially Known as the 
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‘Family Compact,” and His Lordship adverts to it as the most wealthy 
& powerful.— 

As the Instructions of successive Secys. of State have often thwarted 
the views of this party, Sir F. Head has, as I believe, altogether errone- 
ously, referred this result to Mr. Stephen’s views & influence on Colonial 
measures— But Sir Francis seems to have forgotten that the state of 
public feeling in England has since the last American War to an extent 
forced upon the Ministers of the day a course of liberal measures in the 
genl. govt. of the Empire, & the only question was—Whether, from the 
peculiar position of Upper Canada it shd. have been excepted from that 
Policy, & the principles of the ‘‘Family Compact” rather supported? 

The fate of the Canadas now hangs as I conceive upon the course wh. 
will be taken by that party. By the Reports of a Committee of the Leg. 
Council & of the House of Assembly, & wh. was adopted by the House, 
Your Lordship will perceive that the Constitutionalists are highly indig- 
nant at the remarks contained in the Earl of Durham’s report, & I have 
not a doubt that the most influential amongst them now despair of main- 
taining such a connexion as they alone think is worth contendg. for, & that 
they begin to look with complacency to the advantages wh. will result 
from a separation—this is what we have most to contend agt. & is cer- 
tainly the worst ‘‘sign of the Times’ !— 

The Earl of Durham’s Report surprised me not a little. His Ldship. 
not only to me, but toa Committee at Montreal & to the Gent. who was 
the Bearer of an Address to him from this Province just before his depar- 
ture deprecated the idea of a Union of the Provinces in very decisive 
terms|.] ‘‘It wd. convert the Upper Province into a mere District[.] No 
Statesman wd. ever propose such a measure” was His Lordship’s lan- 
guage !— 

There is happily a lull from agitation on the frontier. The Patriots 
are discouraged by the punishments wh. have been inflicted on many of 
their associates & Col. Worth has communicated to me that the Prisoners 
to whom a free pardon was granted are very sensible of the Kindness 
they have experienced & have exerted themselves much to remove the 
erroneous impressions under wh. their fellow citizens have labored. 

As I know it will gratify Yr. Ldship. in spite of being egotistical I 
cannot avoid adding that the President lately privately communicated 
to me that the course of policy I had pursued throughout He entirely 
concurred in & thought it highly judicious.— 

A national rupture will, I earnestly trust, be averted for the present— 
but Yr. Ldship. may be assured that it is the settled purpose of the 
American people to root British influence out of the Canadas as soon 
as they can. 

Nor is this surprising. Our tenure must be most obnoxious to them 
in many respects. Every year our relative position will become more 
critical, & therefore if it be the settled purpose of Great Britain to main- 
tain the Canadas, measures ought to be taken accordingly without 
delay, by fortifying the country—peopling it with British subjects—by 
extensive colonization; & forming such depots of Arms & Stores as may 
enable us to take the field at the shortest notice[.] 


ARTHUR TO SIR JOHN Harvey: LB.3, p. 38. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 
Introducing the Revd. Mr. Alder to his notice. 
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COLBORNE TO ArTHUR: A.L.S. 11p. 


Montreal. {Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 


I have not yet replied to your letter of the 3d April, respecting the 
Rideau Canal and the improvements suggested in the Resolutions of 
the House of Assembly; nor shall I be able to communicate to you any 
satisfactory intelligence in regard to the free navigation of the Rideau 
and Ottawa till I have procured estimates for the construction of a Lock 
at St Anne’s. 

You will find from my correspondence, in your Office, that I proposed 
to Govmt, to purchase the Private Lock, or to construct a Lock, in con- 
formity to a plan that had been suggested by Captn Yule of the R. Engi- 
neers, in the year 1834— I however never received any decision on 
these proposals. I have now recommended to the Colonial Secretary 
to authorise the construction of a Lock at St Anne’s, or to permit a 
Private Company to undertake the work, under certain restrictions. I 
may probably induce the Special Council to assist in the financial 
arrangements|.] 

I had given orders for the conveyance of Sutherland to Cornwall, 
with the other Prisoners, before I received your letter of the 3d ult. 

With respect to the reports circulated in this Province and in Upper 
Canada of the intentions of the Patriots to attack our villages on the 
frontier, I cannot discover that any preparations are in progress on the 
part of the Brigands or their associates. The force we have at present 
embodied near the vulnerable points in both Provinces is I think sufficient 
to check any hostile movement without calling out the militia, should 
there be an alarm. If however you should think that Presquile, or 
Brighton, or the interval between Colborne and the Carrying Place is 
particularly exposed on account of the American population planted in 
that quarter, and the constant communication which takes place with 
Presquile and Rochester, arrangements might be made to encrease the 
strength of the Incorporated Battalion at Kingston, and to detach from 
that Station to Presquile. 

The harbour of Presquile might be of some importance to an American 
Army, in War, if a large force held it, as a point of departure; but the 
Brigands can disembark on any part of the shore of Prince Edward's 
District or of the Townships of Cramahe or Murray; and it appears 
except they are assured of the support of the whole country, and mean 
to proceed more regularly to work, than in their last operations, they 
would not be able to make use of Presquile harbour after their first 
disembarkation either as a place of retreat, or a point at which they 
could receive reinforcements. But should you think that a Block House 
constructed at Presquile would give confidence to the Loyal of the 
Midland and Newcastle Districts, and that a small barrack is required 
there to keep the disaffected in check, I will authorise an engineer to 
inspect the harbour and estimate for the proposed work. The people 
in the neighbourhood are more decidedly Yankee than in any part of 
the Province; and have more constant communication with the States. 
I think any partial attack would be not much to be feared, with the 
means which we have of conveying a disposable force of 1200 men to 
the seat of War in a few hours. It is certainly better to incur no risk, 
that- might compel you to call out the Militia. If an additional force 
should be required for the Midland District, and for the Western Town- 
ships of Sarnia and Plympton, it will, I think, be better to encrease the 
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numbers of the 4 Incorporated Battns, than to raise other Corps. But 
I am persuaded that while we keep our force together, although at a 
distance from the points menaced or exposed no serious misfortune need 
be apprehended. I regret that Colonel Macdonnel [z.e. Macdonell], 
of Greenfield, is displeased and mortified. He has done good service in 
troubled times and I am anxious to give him encouragement, but He 
could not expect to remain on pay with 200 men; and I understand that 
he would find great difficulty in raising more than that number for 
permanent service. The Glengarry Regiments are so useful to us, and 
so well placed, I have no objection to the force in that quarter being 
increased. 

Colonel Chichester perhaps will be quite tired of his restricted com- 
mand. If that should be the case, probably some active Officer may be 
selected from the 73d or 85th, for the immediate command at Chatham 
and the St Clair Townships, and Colonel Chichester with advantage 
to the Province might be transferred to Prescott or Brockville. I should 
be glad to retain Lt Col Estcourt at Niagara in command; and I have 
no doubt that Lord Hill would approve of his remaining in this country, 
but I am afraid that the Senior Major would have some reason to 
complain of the junior being brought so near him, as his Commanding 
Officer. I do not know what class of Officer Major Furlong [7.e. Forlong] 
is. I see he has been many years in the 43d Regt. 

Colonel Cox is I think lost at Whitby, he can have not much to 
employ him in the disaffected Townships on that line, at least, no work 
that could not be performed by any vigilant and attentive Officer. 
Col. Cox on the frontier might be turn[ed] to more account in the actual 
command of Volunteers. 

Does Col Es[t]court wish to remain in the Provinces? 

I have received a long letter from Mr Derbyshire, who I believe has 
also conveyed the same information to you respecting the projected 
attack along the frontier on the 4th of July. He begs me to recollect 
that he gave the alarm last year two months before any other person; 
and appears to entertain no doubt that his informant is correct and that 
he thinks it his duty to give us warning of the intentions of the Patriots; 
and states his reasons why that day should be fixed on to try their 
strength. I have received many letters confirming the information of 
Mr Derbyshire— A Pole arrived at Montreal from Albany yesterday, 
and brings intelligence of the same nature. The Refugees have taken 
every opportunity to circulate this report of their projected attack; 
among the habitans. I am convinced that they intend only to keep up 
the alarm; and that we shall hear of other days named from time to 
time; but I do not think that they have the means of making any serious 
incursion or that the habitans are prepared for another insurrectionary 
movement— However we must be on our guard everywhere. If you 
are of opinion that the Upper Province is not in a state to resist any 
attack; you will not hesitate I hope, to encrease the Incorporated 
Battalions, if you can get men to volunteer for them. The expense and 
alarm that surely will follow the calling out of the Militia, can only be 
avoided by ascertaining that we are well prepared on our reduced estab- 
lishment to meet the intruders. 

I heard from the Chief Justice by the Great Western, he intends to 
return in a few months. He does not believe that the final measure 
for the Government of Canada is yet prepared to be laid before Parlia- 
ment. 


1839 


[ 816 ] 


[ 1839 ] 
[c. July ?] 


[ 817 ] 


[ 1839 ] 
[c. July] 


ARTHUR PAPERS 181 


Lord Durham’s Report is working the destruction of the Upper 
Province. In Lower Canada also it has produced an unfavorable 
change among the few friends which we had. 

The Report never should have been published. 

The disputes of the Westleyans [sic] will add strength to the Re- 
sponsible Government Gentry. Mr Alder is much disappointed at the 
result of his mission. 

Could not an arrangement be made to supply the 34th and 85th 
Regts, at Amherstburg, with necessaries at a cheap rate. The high 
prices of articles of Clothing which they most require must influence 
desertion. 

They complain also that they cannot procure vegetables. 

You are fortunate in having disposed of the Clergy Reserve question, 
that mill stone which has been on the neck of the Province for fifteen 
years. I hope the Imperial Parliament will decide how the proceeds of 
the sales of the Reserves are to be distributed, speedily; and remove the 
cause of all mischief. 

I am confident that affairs in the Upper Province will soon improve. 
The Irish will be your best supporters if you take care of them, and can 
keep them in good order[.] 


ARTHUR TO LEICESTER SMITH: LB.6, p. 60-61. 


[Place not stated.] 

Believe me, I have with the most sincere concern and sorrow heard of 
the sad bereavemt. with wh. it has pleased God to afflict you. I say 
afflict, because it is so to humanity—but depend upon it my dr. brother, 
it is in reality a Visitation of Mercy. If, for a moment we cd. open our 
eyes to the world at present invisible to us, how shd. we regard such tem- 
porary separations even from the most dearly beloved objects of our 
affections. 

I am as convinced, as I can possibly be of any thing, that the ever- 
lasting happiness of a child is Secured by an early removal from this scene 
of trial & anxiety; &, altho’ our nature shrinks from such a separation it 
wd., therefore, be selfishness indeed to murmur at such a dispensation. 
But, as it is hard work to sustain such shocks, I do earnestly desire for 
you & for yr. dr. wife, whose feelings must be even more harrowed than 
yr. own, that you may receive all that spiritual consolation & support wh. 
God, in Christ, alone can give. 

I will not at this time enter upon other subjects but I may add that I 
am ready to sink under the load of cares that daily press upon me. The 
true situation of these Provinces is far from being duly appreciated in 
England—but altho’ we have a lull now depend upon me we shall have 
a grand crash before affairs are settled. My most affectionate regards 
are with you both Ever|.] 


JONAS JONES TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 7p. 


[Toronto.] 

In consequence of the new[?] business I had no opportunity of seeing 
you during the week, which I desired to do for the purpose of acquainting 
you that I was anxious to go to Brockville tomorrow morning to see my 
brother before his departure for Europe from whence I have no expecta- 
tions of his return—his disease I am satisfied is past cure—and as I may 
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perhaps be desirous of accompanying him to New York I would not think 
of doing so with out your permission— Will you excuse my troubling 
you this evening and be kind enough to request Capt. Arthur to inform 
me whether I have your permission to be absent— 

I understand that Col. Wells has made known his defalcations to you 
in his office of Bursar of which I was aware sometime since but obtained 
the information in that way that I was not at liberty to divulge it— I 
knew it must be discovered in the result of the investigation now pro- 
ceeding— Will you permit me to say that I think it would be well to 
submit the matter to the College Council— Ido not myself see how he 
can be sustained in office and my opinion is that he should be removed 
immediately and the affairs of the institution put in other hands— 

The Salary is insufficient for the support of any one and I should 
recommend the office being given to some other person holding another 
situation who would superintend the duties to be performed by a clerk 
under him the monies being paid into the bank as recd. and the account 
kept there— There is no person who would better discharge the duty 
than your late secretary Mr. Macaulay— 

I am sure you will excuse the liberty I take in thus protruding my 
opinions upon you|;] nothing but a sense of public duty would induce me 
to do so— 

Such proceedings as these which must in time have publicity are calcu- 
lated to bring disgrace upon the Govt. and all concerned— 


WILLIAMS SANDOM TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 3p. 


Kingston. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I have been so excessively vexed at the audacity of these marauders 
and so totally at a loss how to act for the best, and with that prudence 
circumstances and your wishes call for, that I shall most anxiously hope 
to hear from Your Excellency upon the subject. 

From the report of my officer who took my despatch to Sackett’s last 
night it would appear that the Military are sincere in their wishes to take 
the miscreants, and that a considerable force now down the River with 
Colonel Worth are determined to do so this night; as far as I can judge 
Col. Worth’s plans are well laid—but he and his followers openly complain 
of the treachery of the civil authorities. Gannonoquoi [sic] according to 
the Colonel’s account was to be burnt tonight or tomorrow night. 

I trust the Visit of the Traveller (now near Presqu’ile Harbour) will 
be productive of the beneficial effects Your Excellency anticipated— 

I would suggest that while disturbances exist, The Collectors and 
Deputy Collectors should have orders to be more particular in exacting 
Trading Vessels Papers (of both Nations) and that all the necessary docu- 
ments should be examined— As this is quite a part of the duty of a 
Vessel of War upon the Ocean; if you please to require it, I will aid (not 
vexatiously) the civil power in this respect & by such surveilliance [s7c] 
consider a good effect may be produced more particularly where arms are 
likely to form a part of a Cargo. 


ARTHUR TO; COUTTS cc CO 775 16)10, 60) 


[Place not stated] 
[Authorises payment of £160 to ‘William Henry Hawker Esqr. of 
Plymouth’’,] 
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ARTHUR TO Mr. [W. H.] HawKer: LB.6, p. 59. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I must beg your forgiveness for not having earlier replied to yr. letter 
of the 24th. April, &, what is far more important, remitted the amount 
wh. I have been so long in yr. debt. 

There is nothing like an honest confession; & I must tell you that I 
spent much more last year than I cd. well pay; & for the first time for 
many years I have had, & still have, the degrading unpleasantry of being 
in debt. 

In your case I am the more to blame because I took large supplies of 
Lord Durham’s wines off his hands & for that I paid immediately—such is 
the way of the world. However, my dear Cox I intend to be quite honest 
at last. Your acct. is £152..2..2 & I have written—that is—I now 
write—to Messrs. Coutts to pay to your Bankers £160 wh. I suppose 
about covers the interest & sets my conscience free. 


ARTHUR TO LorD Fitzroy [J. H.] Somerset: LB.3, p. 39-43. 


Govt. House, Toronto. {Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

Since I wrote to you in May, we have had some excitemt. on the fron- 
tier in consequence of small gangs of Brigands having crossed the St. 
Lawrence and robbed the Mail—others fired at some of our sailors in the 
River—and others set fire to some buildings on the Niagara frontier. 

We also narrowly escaped a serious collision with Col. Worth of the 
United States Army, who, in consequence of the seizure at Brockville on 
the St. Lawrence of an American Schooner,— wh. had a six pounder on 
board,— as he considered illegally[,] crossed the River from Ogdensburg 
in an armed Steamer full of Soldiers & demanded the restitution of the 
Property, wh. demand, to my infinite Mortification, was at once complied 
with without reference to Toronto for Instructions. 

When the Papers were first transmitted to me upon this subject the 
Law Officers of the Crown gave the opinion that the seizure was illegal; 
but, I set off instantly for the St. Lawrence, & after a very minute inves- 
tigation such facts were elicited, as have induced the Crown Lawyers to 
amend their opinion, & they now report that the seizure of the gun was 
legal & they think in the strictest legal sense the seizure of the vessel might 
also be defended. 

After the Seizure was made our ultra Loyalists acted with much folly 
& violence—they got hold of the gun—fired it off and dragged it about 
the Town of Bro[c]kville as though a great victory had been gained & 
then they treated two American Officers most rudely—nothing in fact cd. 
be worse than their conduct. 

I enclose a newspaper containing Copy of an Address presented to 
me at Brockville with Copy of My Answer, wh. Yr. Lordship will perhaps 
take the trouble to look into in case any interest shd. be drawn to this 
affair in England. Otherwise it is not worth yr. perusal. Col. Marshall 
(part[icular] service) was stationed at Brockville at the time—the Papers 
have most unmercifully assailed him on the occasion but, I think, to a 
very great degree, undeservedly. The seizure was altogether an affair of 
the Civil Authorities and the only thing in wh. Col. Marshall failed was 
in not peremptorily directing Colonel Worth to withdraw— He is, as 
Yr. Ldship. is aware, a very old and deserving officer; & I have thought 
it right to address Sir John Colborne upon the subject and have furnished 
Col. Marshall with a copy of my letter. 
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Yr. Ldship. will scarcely believe the damage that has been done to this 
Country by Lord Durham’s Report. 

Sir Francis Head’s prominent measures received the warmest Appro- 
bation of H. M. Govt.. The Reformers, or, as refers to the great body 
of that party I might very properly say, the Republicans were prostrated. 
The Earl of Durham on the other hand has assailed not only Sir F. Head 
but the Constitutional party & their opponents have so far rallied that 
if there were an election at this time it is very generally expected that the 
adherents and followers of Mackenzie wd. recover their strength and that 
matters wd. be nearly as they were before the last House of Assembly 
was dissolved. 

At the Militia Muster lately a body of the Northumberland Militia 
marched out with a Red Flag called Lord Durhams wh. they exhibited 
with an American Flag. Almost all these men were nominally Reformers 
literally Republicans— the loyalists attempted to pull down their flags 
and a struggle ensued in wh. many on both sides were severely wounded. 

During the last War with America a loyal and influential party was 
firmly rivetted together determined thenceforth to oppose every inno- 
vation upon their Constitution, &, especially, to resist the introduction of 
any thing approaching to Republican Institutions. The fate of the 
Canadas as I conceive now hangs upon the course that will be taken by 
that party— 

They are highly indignant at the remarks contained in the Earl of 
Durham’s Report & I have not a doubt that the most influential amongst 
them now despairing to maintain such a connexion as they think is alone 
worth contendg. for begin to look with complacency to the advantages 
wh. will result from a Separation—this is what we have most to contend 
agt.— it is one of the worst “‘signs of the times’”’. 

Yr. Ldship. is aware that 17 of the Brigands were executed during the 
Winter—about 80 are under orders for Transportation and the rest— 
Young Men not exceedg. twenty-one years of age—the wounded—& some 
who were recommended to Mercy by the Courts Martial—I granted a 
free pardon. Mr. Fox our Minister at Washington, who is a very sensible 
man thought I did wrong in this— Lord Normanby thought I did right— 
lately the President & Genl. Scott communicated to me, through a 
private channel that it was a most judicious measure & had done much 
to quiet excitement on the American side. 

This intimation I must confess leads me greatly to doubt my own 
policy & I incline to think Mr. Fox took the right view— He knows the 
American people thoroughly & entirely agrees with me that none of them 
are to be trusted. 

A Mr. Derbyshire who came out with Lord Durham has remained in 
the States to collect information—he has, I believe, access to the very 
best Sources of information & writes to say that we are to have renewed 
troubles— I enclose an extract from a letter wh. has just been received 
from him. 

[Enclosures lacking, but see items 789, 790.] 


COLBORNE TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 3p. 


Montreal. 

Mr John Gamble being very desirous of avoiding another contested 
election, for the W. Riding of York; I have been requested to bring him 
under your notice, with the hope that you may have an opportunity of 


1839 


[ 823 ] 


[ 1839 ] 
[July 3?] 


[ 824 ] 
July 3 


[ 825 ] 
July 3 


ARTHUR PAPERS 185 


recommending him for the Legislative Council. His name was twice sub- 
mitted to Sir F. Head, who, I understand, acquainted him, that Mr Jonas 
Jones had revised the list— 

The property of Mr Gamble is not less valuable than some of the 
Members of the Council who have lately been appointed; and his Father 
was one of the first settlers in Upper Canadal[.] 

If the Council should be increased I shall be obliged by your recol- 
lecting his claims. 

I have promised to mention to you the misfortunes, of an Officer for- 
merly of the 23d Regt; Colonel Brown, of Cobourg, one of the dismissed 
Collectors. He informs me that the balance which was due to Govmt by 
him, has been paid. He came out to Canada with some property, but 
he and many others who settled at Peterborough soon ruined themselves 
in building and visiting. He is active, and may be turned to account as 
a military man, if you can give him any employment— 

I was requested by the Revd Mr Thompson, some weeks since, to 
state to you that he was about to visit the Upper Province as a Missionary 
from a Society in England for propagating the Gospel. He has been 
employed in this Province, and has been recommended to me as a zealous 
Missionary, and a very respectable Man. 

With many apologies for this supplementary list of recommendations. 


Jonas JONES TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 2p. 


[Place not stated.] 

The bearer Mr. Caswell! has had the honour of an introduction to your 
Excellency but I have requested him, to call upon you to give any infor- 
mation in his power respecting the University. 

He is exceedingly well educated and has for seven or eight years been 
employed as a Professor in the Theological Seminary of Kentucky and 
had 18 theological pupils at one time under his charge. He was educated 
in England has resided 12 years in the U. States and Canada— I have 
no doubt he will be enabled to give your Excellency valuable practical 
information— 


ARTHUR TO NORMANBY: LB.3, p. 44-45. 


Govt. House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I thank Yr. Ldship. most sincerely for yr. private note of the 12th. 
June wh. I received last eveng. Most heartily do I rejoice that my com- 
munication with its enclosures reached Yr. Ldship. in time to lead to the 
postponemt. of any final measure respectg. the Canadas—for, although 
I entirely agree with Yr. Ldship, that off hand & decisive Legislation is 
in many respects desirable, yet some of the statements in Lord Durham’s 
report have so exceedingly inflamed one party, & Sir F. Head’s narrative 
in one way or other all parties—that nothing cd. have been done that wd. 
have satisfied any party. 

I have nothing interesting to add upon the state of the Province since 
my Despatches of yesterday & it is just possible this may be in time for 
the Liverpool, if not it will be forwarded by the first sailing Packet. 


ARTHUR TO NORMANBY: LB.3, p. 45-46. 


Govt. House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 
In acknowledging Your Lordship’s private letter of the 12th. ultimo. 
respectg. the affair of Col. Prince, I have to express my regret that Yr, 


1Henry Caswall, author of America and the American Church, 1889, g.v. See also item 8380. 
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Lordship shd. have experienced any inconvenience from the want of 
further information on that subject. At the same time, I feel quite as- 
sured that Yr. Lordship, by being thrown upon the resources of yr. own 
genius, was enabled to give a more satisfactory explanation of that much 
to be regretted occurrence than you cd. have done if in full possession of 
all the facts of the case as detailed in the documts. wh. I have had the 
honor of officially transmittg. to you by the present conveyance, for you 
wd. in vain have searched for any thing satisfactory in them. 

I entirely agree with Your Lordship that it is most earnestly to be 
desired that no further proceedings may take place in relation to this 
matter: but, I fear, that both parties are determined to carry forward the 
legal proceedings respectively instituted by them and there is, of course, 
no means whatever of preventing them. 

The English Newspapers by the ‘“‘Liverpool’’ have not yet reached 
Toronto; & I have consequently not seen the observations Yr. Ldship. 
was pleased to make in reference to my conduct; but, I beg Yr. Lordship 
to believe that Iam much gratified to find that it has received Yr. appro- 
bation, and, never did any Servant of the Crown stand in more need of 
support! 


[WRITER AND RECIPIENT NOT STATED:] M. 2p. 


[Place not stated.] 

Charges proposed to be preferred against Lieutenant The Honble. 
William B. McDonald [i.e. Macdonald] 93d. Regiment. . . [Three charges 
are outlined involving cheating ‘‘in the house of Lieut. Domvile A.D.C... 
at a game of cards commonly called vingt. et. un,” and ‘‘whilst gambling 
at a Roulette table of Mr. Richards,”’ and of “having allowed certain 
reports... to remain in circulation without taking the necessary steps 
for refuting the same, by laying the circumstances before his command- 
ing officer.’’] 


[WRITER AND RECIPIENT NOT STATED:] M. 2p. 


[Place not stated.] 

Substance of additional Charges proposed to be preferred against 
Lieutenant The Honble. W. B. McDonald [i.e. Macdonald] of the 93rd. 
Regiment... [Three charges are outlined involving having ‘‘broken his 
arrest by entering the Mess Room,” by “‘having in company with Lieut. 
Dunbar attended an evening party”, and by having attended another 
dinner party; “having permitted Lieut. Dunbar . . . to commit a violent 
assault upon him without having... reported the same to his Com- 
manding Officer’; having ‘‘made use of grossly insulting and abusive 
language towards Lieut. Dunbar .. . in the Officers Barracks at Toronto 
and swearing he would shoot him Lieut. Dunbar if ever he entered his, 
Lieut. McDonald’s, room.”’] 


ARTHUR TO SIR JOHN Macponatp: LB.3, p. 43-44. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

Your note of the 23rd. May & Confidential of the 14th. June reached 
me yesterday evening by the Liverpool. At the same time I received a 
note from Lord Macdonald to wh. I will reply by this opportunity if pos- 
sible—but, I fear without the loss of another moment it is scarcely prac- 
ticable to be in time for the Liverpool. 
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I have again seen Mr. Macdonald and have represented to him the 
addl. pain he must inflict upon his family if he be convicted of the dis- 
graceful charge imputed to him. He persists that he is innocent and savs 
he does not wish to avail himself of the permission granted to him to 
retire. Under these circumstances I never can consent importunately to 
urge any Officer to admit the justice of so gross an imputation if he con- 
siders himself to be innocent. 

The order for the Assembly of the Court has not reached me. I have 
therefore thought it better to advise Mr. Macdonald to apply for per- 
mission, and to proceed at once to Montreal to consult Lt. Col. Hope; 
and I have most strongly recommended him to follow the advice he receives! 

In speaking of Mr. Macdonald to you in Feby. last, as a very weak 
young man, you must understand that I did so—not from my personal 
knowledge—but from various statements made to me, especially by 
Lieut. Col. Spark & Major Arthur. 

Be assured I will do all you wish in this unhappy affair. 


ARTHUR TO [JoHN] Montacu: LB.6, p. 54-58. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

You may imagine my surprise—no you cannot imagine—at opening 
your letter dated 15th. May at Sea—& dearest Jessy’s finished off Fal- 
mouth 11 June. I knew indeed your wish to return to England; but, 
considering the state of V D Land—the value of your Office—& your 
usefulness in it—I had no more notion you could have been spared than 
that—— —! [really cannot at the moment hit upon any thing quite 
so improbable. [Taking other things for granted, is satisfied that 
Montagu has done wisely; ‘‘no such letter has reached me as you 
allude to having forwarded with my accounts for the year 1838. 
However, it is better as it is perhaps; for as I have not been particularly 
well, the surprise may answer all the purpose of an electric shock!.. . 
The ‘Liverpool’ Steamer sailed on the 13th. June, how, therefore, dear 
Jessy’s letter finished off Falmouth 11th. June has so rapidly reached its 
destination is, notwithstanding the power of ‘wonder-working steam’ still 
a mystery!’ Letters to Montagu and others enclosed with a letter to 
Sir J. Franklin ‘in July last’ appear not to have reached their desti- 
nation.]| 

May I particularly beg of you to call upon Mr. Gairdner immediately 
& enquire if He has any knowledge of the packet. In my Letter to you I 
alluded to many things which I shd regret indeed to have read by any Per- 
son but yourself. I feel quite uncomfortable upon the subject. My money 
concerns are of no moment compared with other Persons and things dis- 
cussed in that Letter—but I particularly requested you would remit three 
thousand pounds to Messrs. Coutts. & I have been delaying month after 
month to request Mr. Hamilton to draw for me upon you until I heard from 
you in reply. I observe you say that Mr. Parramore will not remit any 
more money for you to England until he knows your wishes—from this it 
would appear that some has been remitted—is itso? ... [Expresses thanks 
for all trouble occasioned.] I am glad to hear that you were able to collect 
all the Papers respecting Bryan’s Clothes. They were, I remember, with 
Stephen who was to have defended the action, & I did not expect you 
would have got them out of his hands. I am delighted to find they are 
complete & so I trust that very wicked man will be baffled in all his 
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schemes. Both in your Letters and Forsters I collected that Mr. Parra- 
more had utterly thrown over my concerns|;] how then has it happened 
that you enlisted him again in my service. I hope he has done it con 
amore—at the same time, I should be very willing to remunerate Him 
for his trouble—indeed, I should not like to employ him on any other 
terms. I have no doubt your explanation and information upon many 
subjects in England will be most useful to the Colony of V D Land, but 
I doubt if you will be able to remove all the mischief which Captn. 
Machonocha[?] has done. You will, I trust, not have a word to say 
about Clappertons case in Downing Street. It is all nonsense to be ex- 
plaining to James Stephen or to any other person. Subjects of that kind 
should be treated with indifference. Do not think of defending yourself 
unless you are called upon to do so about any matters whatever|;] take 
it for granted that you stand well upon every point—it is much the best 


way|.] 


Jonas JoNEs To S. B. Harrison: A.L.S. 2p. 


Toronto. 

During my absence at Brockville the accompanying book was received 
from Mr. Caswell [z.e. Caswall'] for his Excellency. 

Mr. Caswell is on his way to Toronto and intends paying his respects 
to his Excellency— He is endeavouring to collect materials for a book 
on Canada— 

He is a most worthy respectable person and his Excellency will find 
him very intelligent and well informed— He has been a Teacher in 
Kings College Ohio for ten years— 


CAPTAIN [CHARLES] WETHERALL TO ARTHUR: A.L. 3p. 


Montreal. 
[Forwards letter, ‘“‘entrusted to his care by Mr. Robinson—”’ 


ARTHUR TO COLONEL [JoHN?] LE CouTEuR: LB.3, p. 47-49. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

About a week ago I had the pleasure to receive yr. letter dated 25th. 
March & the perusal of it gave me just that kind of pleasure wh. I am 
persuaded it was yr. intention I shd. feel. It carried me back to that 
period of my life when my limbs were as elastic as my mind, & every 
object presented itself in the most agreeable form. If the impressions 
wh. are thus created be not durable, at least, whilst they last, they are 
vastly pleasant. 

To enjoy Jersey, however paradoxical it may appear to say so, I ought 
never to return to it. Associations wd. be lost. Several fine young 
persons whom I recollect in the bloom of life wd, if alas! they are alive, 
be metamorphosed into venerable old gentlemen with bob wigs, & respec- 
table matrons with false locks or grey hairs—& many lovely spots wh. I 
well remember wd. have totally lost all their native beauty under the deep 
furrows wh. must have preceded yr. “improvemts.’’. 

Down to this period I carry on my recollections of Jersey all that is 
most charming—were I to see it now it wd. no longer be the beautiful 
spot still pictured out by imagination. 


1See fn. to item 823. 
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I am much obliged to you for thinking of me & sending yr. little work 
on ‘‘the Cultivation of Wheat”. If that man be a public benefactor who 
makes one blade of grass grow where none grew before, what shall we say 
of him who so largely increases the great staple of Life? 

I too have tried my hand as an Amateur in Agriculture, but the 
attempt utterly failed. Whilst in V. D. Land I purchased a Farm in 
order to recover a portion of Alluvial Land connected with it from the 
River Derwent—but my embankmts. were badly constructed & hence 
my money & labor were lost— &, yet, perhaps not lost; for if that very 
Medical Professor (with whom I am well acquainted) to whose Theory 
respectg. the cause of Assiatic [szc] Cholera you refer be right, with respect 
to the transmission of matter through the air, some of the very earth with 
wh. my embankmts. were formed may have been wafted round the world, 
& is now fertilizing yr. field of wheat— At all events, a particle of it 
after doubling Cape Horn havg. alighted on ‘‘Belle Vue’’ estate may have 
produced that very ‘“‘plant of fine, tall, rich brown wheat, with a large 
round, but rather coarse grain’’ wh. attracted yr. attention— _ I believe 
we have much to learn as to causes! However, do not be discouraged[.] 
You may do vast good altho’ you may not be able to dress all yr. ground 
with soil from Australia— &, for yr. consolation I have the pleasure to tell 
you that I have put yr. little work into the hands of a sensible practical 
farmer here, & he speaks highly of it— So pray, when you have a good 
opportunity send some of your specimens in phials. Ld. Glenelg lately sent 
me some samples from India of a description of wheat wh. it is supposed 
with [sic] answer well for this climate & we are giving it a fair trial. 

I shall say nothing about Canada affairs because it is impossible for 
any one to foretell what may happen; but our situation is, as you may 
suppose a very interesting one... 

[Sends remembrances, mentioning ‘‘my excellent friend Col. Touzel’’.] 

P.S. Iam really sorry to part with it, but I think yr. little work is 
so likely to be extensively useful in V. D Land, where the finest & most 
abundant crops in the world are produced, under the very worst culti- 
vation, that I have decided upon at once sendg. the copy with wh. you 
have presented me to the Tasmanian Association as I happen to have 
an opportunity direct for that part of the world by the Buffalo Transport. 


COLBORNE TO ArTHUR: A.L.S. 4p. 


Montreal. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

If the alarms at Belleville, and Brighton, have been produced by 
menaces only of the Yankee settlers of Cramahe, Murray, Sidney, and 
Thurlow; and not by any overt acts that require the interference of the 
Red Coats, the two companies of the 93d Regt, sent to Brighton will not, 
I think, prevent the meetings of the disaffected, nor induce them to dis- 
continue their agitation. 

The population of the front concessions on Lake Ontario in that section 
have always been discontented; and detest our Institutions. This Durham 
responsible Government affords them an opportunity of creating an 
excitement, and of propagating disaffection. If it be necessary to send 
Troops towards the Bay of Quinte, I should not detach small bodies. A 
Bootes at Cobourg prepared to aid the Magistrates in making arrests 
would I think produce a better effect than dispersing companies in Vil- 
lages without support. 
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Mr Derbyshire is very credulous, and the person from whom he receives 
his information cannot be trusted. Pray do not give him any encourage- 
ment to continue his correspondence from New York. 

I do not believe that the Patriots have the power to afford effectual 
aid to the disaffected in these Provinces[.] 

On this frontier it is the chief business and occupation of Cote and the 
Nelsons to circulate reports of the projected movements of the Refugees 
and Brigands, and they have succeeded in persuading the habitans that 
the Americans will invade this Province in a few weeks. These reports 
are so much credited that large sums have lately been drawn from the 
Montreal Banks. very report which I have received of the preparations 
of the Patriots has proved to be incorrect... 

[P.S.] I have heard from the Chief Justice— Lord Normanby ac- 
quaints me that the bill for increasing the power of the Special Council 
will be passed this Session[.] 


J. B. Roprnson to ArtHur: A.L.S. 4p. 


Highlands. 

I have come here with Mrs. Robinson & part of our family to visit a 
relation living in a very pretty part of Berkshire, & the contrast at this 
charming season both as respects air, & scene makes me almost regret 
the time I have thought myself obliged to spend in London— This letter 
is intended to go by that prodigy of Steamers the British Queen— _ I do 
not expect her to surpass the Great Western in speed—but her immense 
size must undoubtedly give her great advantage in point of accommo- 
dation— Three or four days ago I wrote to Your Excellency by the 
Great Western & the following day (Friday last) I had another long inter- 
view with Lord Normanby; the only satisfaction I derived from it was— 
the conviction that no persuasion or remonstrance however earnest can 
effect any thing important for Canada, in the present state of things— 
We must make up our minds to bear our share of what the whole Empire 
suffers— our relief will come, when it comes to others & not before. 

As to the Clergy Reserve bill, the Government maintains that as Your 
Excellency has not expressly & officially notified to them that the addresses 
were presented to you, which the 31 Geo 3. requires, they can not properly 
lay the bill before Parlt— _ It is quite clear that if no address was in fact 
presented—the bill would be nugatory, & therefore if there really were 
no ground for supposing that that formality had been attended to, the 
Governmt might be considered as acting rather indecorously towards the 
Parlt. in soliciting their attention to the subject— But it is asserted in 
your speech that there was an address— Your dispatch last sent alludes 
to the 42d. cl of 31 Geo 3. which shews that your attention was given to 
the necessity of an address— several letters I have received state that an 
address was passed; & the Govt. have not & can not have the slightest 
doubt that the form has been observed— They might therefore with 
perfect propriety lay the bill before Parlt. & I think that they do wrong 
in keeping it back— But it is evident that the Govt. as now constituted 
could take no step upon it— The provision for the Church in Canada 
is a question they can not grapple with— They are too much dependent 
upon dissenters & upon persons who are but too indifferent to religion 
in any form— 

Fitzgibbon’s bill has received no consideration yet— He would be 
glad to get money rather than land—his exasperation at his bill being 
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reserved is utterly unjust and absurd, but it is vain to attempt to make 
him think so— I have no idea what the Gov. may think of the matter 
when they have time, which they certainly have not now to attend to it— 

The Archdeacon is in good spirits— If he had any misgivings when 
he landed, they have been banished— He finds the Archbishop kind, 
& the Government tell him that his patent will be forwarded as expe- 
ditiously as it can be, in order that he & Archdeacon Spencer may be 
consecrated at the same time— _ 11 may be some weeks before the Crown 
Officers settle the draft of the Patent— I imagine the Archdeacon owes 
his preferment to no private interest or solicitation of any third person— 
but that his application was officially referred to the Archbishop, with a 
determination to abide by his advice— For some reason, I know not 
what, it seems to have been desired not to announce it, perhaps until they 
should hear from Dr Mountain— The Society for propagating the 
Gospel were aware of it in December, but their Secretary was told it con- 
fidentially— I think it was not till March that I heard a word of it from 
the Bishop of Nova Scotia & directly aftds. we received the intell[i]gence 
from Canada— 

The bill to amend the act of last year respecting Lower Canada comes 
into committee on thursday— ‘The objects are rather important—the 
making the Council to consist of at least 20.—enabling them to pass per- 
manent laws, and to raise taxes for roads & other public works— The 
bill as it now stands is drawn in an imperfect & slovenly manner, but I 
dare say it will be made better in committee for I have called the attention 
of the Secy. of State to several points that seemed capable of amend- 
ment— The grand bill lies over— _ I prophecy [sic] it will never pass— 
but very much depends upon the exhibition of opinions & feeling in the 
Provinces in the mean time— That it should ever pass nearly as it is, 
is out of the question— 

The Welland Canal stock bill I think will be approved of, if the Govt. 
is wise— I speak not from having seen it, but from a description of it’s 
[sic] enactments— It would bring little if any additional charge upon 
the public revenue for two or three years to come, for under the existing 
law, the private stockholders have a preference in respect to dividends— 
I think it is quite immaterial to the stockholders—but of consequence to 
the Govt. that such a bill should pass— 

The most important & most pressing matter is the very urgent neces- 
sity of something being done to save U C. from the discredit & ruin of 
public bankruptcy—but I see no hope that any thing will be done— I 
have represented in as strong terms as I could use the indispensable neces- 
sity—& the claim that the Province has to assistance— Ld. Normanby 
spoke of the forcible manner in which Your Excellency had urged all these 
considerations upon him, but he added a declaration which was hardly 
necessary that he met with no disposition whatever on the part of his 
Colleagues to second his suggestions either as regards the imposition of 
duties to be levied at Quebec, or to contract a loan, in order to relieve us 
from the present pressure of our debt— _ The simple truth is that there 
can hardly be said to be a Government just now, except for purposes of 
ordinary detail— Every move they make in Parlt. they either recede 
from, or are beaten, or if they carry their point it is by so slender a 
majority that they are afraid to persevere— 

That such a state of things can endure is wholly out of the question 
Last Friday’s debate was interesting— As regarded the allusions made 
to Canada in discussing the Budget, what was said was satisfactory— 
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The necessity of making any exertion necessary for defending the Colonies 
was freely admitted— The address of the Lords against the measures 
of Ministers in respect to National Education is an important movement, 
& one that must command the attention of the Queen— _It is clear that 
the House of Lords as now composed can not go on with the present 
Governmt—the one or the other must cease to be whatitis. If the Queen 
be reckless, the House of Lords will be ruined— If not her Ministers 
must be changed— _I scarcely expect late as it is in the Session that the 
cabinet will hold their ground to the end— 

I intend going to town Tomorrow—& I hope to be present at the 
discussion of the Lower Canada bill in Committee, for tho’ there is 
nothing in the bill that concerns us much, they seldom talk of Canada, 
without going more or less into every part of the subject— I wish they 
could have brought themselves to attempt a final measure this session— 
The suspense that prevails now is injurious to us in every point of view— 
In my letter by the Great Western I begged of Your Excellency to say 
whether in the present state of things you would prefer that I should ask 
for leave till the Spring, or return when the year is out as I intended— 
If the period is arrived or on the point of arriving when any services which 
I may be capable of rendering would be of essential value to Canada I 
happen from various circumstances to hold exactly that position which 
gives me remarkable advantages & facilities. With the Duke of Well- 
[in]gton, Sir Robt. Peel, Ld. Stanley, Bishop of Exeter, Ld. Wharncliffe 
Ld. Lyndhurst, Sir R Inglis, Mr Goulburn, & many others, I can com- 
municate freely on the most agreeable terms, & if the time is at hand 
when our destiny shall be in the hands of such men I believe I might be 
most useful—but I have no more to say on this point— 


ARTHUR TO COLBORNE: LB.2, p. 99-102. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I have had the pleasure to receive yr. letters of the 17—20—& 28th. 
Ultimo by wh. you have abundantly discharged all arrears, & put me in 
possession of much useful information. 

We have got over the much-talked of and much-dreaded 4th. July 
with far less excitemt. than was expected.— 

In several parts of the province there was an evident desire for com- 
motion, but the parties held off from any thing serious. 

The Meeting at Haldimand did not exceed 300 persons, whilst between 
4 and 5000 were calculated upon by the Magistrates. There was a 
Meeting at Cobourg under the Durham Flag[.] 

The Irish Orangemen attacked them furiously & put an end to the 
affair without any loss of Life, but with many broken heads. There is 
to be a Meeting at Port Hope & one at Whitby; but I do not anticipate 
any mischief—indeed I have endeavoured to provide agt. it in every 
district. 

Colonel Love writes of a movemt. at Norwich & wishes for some 
Militia there—but it is nothing of importance— 

At Niagara Doctor Newbury’s premises have been wickedly set fire 
to & his barn & out-houses destroyed—it was at two in the morning & 
evidently the work of an incendiary. 

In the West Theller—Brophy, and others have been tried for a breach 
of the Neutrality Laws but all acquitted. There is nothing exciting from 
that quarter. 
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Lord Durham’s Report will be henceforth the Reformers idol in the 
hope of eventually gaining their end—a responsible governmt.—wh. must 
lead to separation! 

The mischief that Mission has done is not to be calculated. Affairs 
were bad enough before—I believe them now to be much worse, but, so 
far as Upper Canada is concerned I have now no fear of the disaffected. 
This Province, however, must always be influenced by Lower Canada, & 
if that be in a state of insurrection there are numbers here who will be 
ever ready for revolt. 

I enclose a Copy of Mr. Derbyshire’s Letter to me—in my opinion he 
is a person easily crammed, but his statemts. are valuable in some re- 
spects—for, being one of Lord Durham's Staff—his reflections upon the 
Americans will carry some weight in answer to all Mr. Bullers fulsome 
praise of that free & independent people.— 

I enclose also a Copy of a Letter from Mr. Bethune who is in the 
State of New York. It is in the same strain with Mr. Derbyshire’s state- 
mt. He isa brother of the Bethunes of Cobourg but I do not know him. 
As, to any stated time or plan for assailing us again, I do not believe any 
to be fixed; but, from all I can collect thro’ many sources, I entertain 
no doubt that the ‘“‘Hunter’s Lodges’’ are more secretly but not less 
earnestly at work—and that future elections all along the American side 
will be much influenced by them. But our troubles will abate, I think, 
for the present. — 

I hope we have got over the affair of the seizure of Kelly better than 
was anticipated. 

The Americans were very indignant at our having seized upon this 
Vagabond—&, certainly, the manner of doing it was not to be justified, 
& I was impatient to give up the culprit, on the ground of the under- 
standing entered into last year between Capt. Sandom & General 
Macombe, before he was demanded. 

As soon as the barracks are prepared at Sandwich and Windsor, upon 
which service Lt. Col. War[d] has proceeded to the Westward, I will carry 
into effect all the arrangmts. you have proposed in that quarter. 

The 93rd will forthwith return to Toronto and will be replaced by a 
company of Col. Hill’s—3rd. incorporated Militia. 

I have not a doubt the appearance of those two Companies had the 
best effect in the way I wished for it is an object of much importance for 
some time to come to prevent agitation & give Confidence to the Loyal— 
I really think Presqu’ile a point of great importance, & I shall be delighted 
to hear that you determine upon having a small work & Barrack there. 

[Enclosures lacking. ] 


ARTHUR TO Comm[issaR]y GENL. [R. I.] Rouru: LB.2, p. 105. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 
You cannot imagine how much mortified I am to find that the kind 


note wh. you wrote me respectg. my wine has remained so long unac- 


knowledged. 
The fact is, it followed me down the St. Lawrence & had escaped my 


recollection until I happened to be referring to some papers yesterday that 


reached me whilst I was at Brockville. 
Bé assured I am much obliged for the trouble you gave yrself & shall 
be happy soon to have the pleasure of seeing you at Toronto to test the 


quality of Lord Durham’s cellar. 
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Will you allow me to put a letter under your cover for the brother of 
Col. Wetherall who lately arrived at Montreal. 


ARTHUR TO Capt. [CHARLES] WETHERALL: LB.3, p. 46. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 
[Thanks for letter forwarded from Robinson.] 


Joun EpEN To Artuur: LB.3. 50-51. 


Montreal. 

Sir John Colborne has desired me to return the accompanying paper— 

It was very fortunate, that Mr. Macdonald recd. yr. excellency’s 
permission to proceed to Montreal, as it afforded him an opportunity of 
seeing Col. Hope before he returned to Quebec. 

Mr. Macdonald’s application to retire from the service, has been for- 
warded to the Horse Guards, & I trust, he will have sufficient sense to see 
the necessity of quitting Toronto, as soon as possible, on his way to 
England. 

[Enclosure lacking. ] 


ARTHUR TO SiR J[OHN] MacponaLp: LB.3, p. 55-54. 


Govt. House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private.’’] 

On the 4th. inst. I hastily acknowledged yr. notes of the 23rd. May & 
12th. June respectg. Mr. Macdonald. 

Havg. recd. an intimation from Montreal soon after I wrote to you 
that the Trial was to proceed, I lost not a moment in enclosg. with a 
private note to Sir J Colborne the copy of yr. letter to him of the 12th. 
June which I concluded he could not have received and took upon myself 
to give Lieutenant Macdonald Leave to proceed at once to Montreal for 
the purpose of consulting Colonel Hope.— 

By the accompanying note from Col. Eden it seems the young man 
arrived just in time, and has by his relations advice forwarded his appli- 
cation to retire from the Service. 

I felt it impossible unreservedly to urge Lieutenant Macdonald to 
send in his papers whilst he so positively asserted his innocence and was 
rejoiced at his so readily consenting to consult Colonel Hope. 

So far as I could judge, it would have been impossible for him to have 
escaped the result of a Court Martial, and I am sure the course pursued 
is best for all parties. 

I enclose an answer to Lord Macdonald’s note to me under a flying 
seal for your perusal— Will you be so good as to forward it to him. 

All is now tranquil here.— 

[Enclosures referred to are apparently items 838 and 842.] 


ARTHUR TO COLBORNE: LB.2, p. 102-103. 


Govt. House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

With reference to your note of the 2nd. July, Iam surprised Mr. John 
Gamble’s name was not mentioned to me by the Chief Justice for the 
Legislative Council. 

I have been for many months in correspondence with the Secy. of 
State respectg. Additional Members & there is now a list before Lord 
Normanby, but I will with pleasure add Mr. Gambles name by the next 
opportunity for England. 
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Colonel Brown’s case is very interesting on acct. of his family; but, I 
really fear his intellect is in a degree affected. From what I heard when 
I was last at Cobourg I suspected that he had been a little too convivial 
in his day—but I will quietly enquire what can be done. 

The Revd. Mr. Thompson has not yet made his appearance, I shall 
be happy to see him & still more so to promote the cause he is engaged in. 

I addressed a Circular to the Magistrates requesting them to dissuade 
the ‘“‘Orange Lodges”’ from any Procession this day that might excite the 
anger of the Catholics— they say had there been no ‘“‘Durham Meetings” 
they wd. have been quiet; but, as it is, they have had a greater display, 
this morng. than was ever known before! 

Such is the regard H. M’s loving subjects have paid to my “‘affec- 
tionate”’ advice. 

But, happily, they were so numerous that the Catholics have not 
attempted to impede their line of march & the affair has gone off quietly 
enough. 

I am getting on much better with Capt. Sandom. but he has fallen 
out sadly with Capt. Drew & has relieved him from the command on 
Lake Erie. There is as usual much to be said on both sides. 

You will find there is another impediment in proceeding with the trial 
of Major O’Connor and Col. Maunsell is no match for him, and has man- 
aged so badly throughout that I doubt if he will not get into trouble 


himself. 
[ 841 ] ARTHUR TO COLBORNE: LB.2, p. 104. 
July 12 Govt. House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 


I am much obliged to you for the observations you make in yr. letter 
of the 20th. June respectg. Upper Canada College. They entirely cor- 
respond with my notions respectg. the College and I will act upon them. 

A Committee has been long employed in the investigation of the affairs 
of King’s College—it is impossible to conceive any thing more neglected 
than the affairs of the University have been. The president borrowed 
above £5,000 from the Funds, to wh. I had the opportunity, fortunately 
before his departure of expressing my dissatisfaction— it has been done 
in a manner wh. I consider very objectionable. 

Col. Wells it seems has been in the habit of using the Funds for several 
years—with great trouble and I fear at a great sacrifice he has made up 
part of the balance, & has surrendered up securities of one kind or 
another for the deficiency wh still exceeds £6000. Poor man he is much 
to be pitied, for had the College Council done their duty he never cd. so 
much have neglected his & have plunged himself into such difficulties. 

I enclose a Copy of the Resolution of the Council respectg. his removal 
wh. appears unavoidable. 

[Enclosure lacking.] 


[ 842 | ARTHUR TO LorpD MacponaLpD: LB.3, p. 51-53. 


July 12 ~Govt. House, Toronto. {Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 
I have had the honor to receive yr. Ldship’s. note respectg. the un- 
happy affair in wh. yr. brother has been involved. 
Nothing is more natural than yr. extreme anxiety, & I assure you I 
have fully entered into your feelings. 
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As yr. brother has all along asserted his innocence of the disgraceful 
act with wh. he was charged, I have felt the full weight of the respon- 
sibility wh. attached to recommendg. a course of proceeding that, to some 
extent, might be taken as an admission of guilt— But, on the other hand 
when I considered the nature & extent of the evidence agt. him, with all 
I cd. collect from himself that he had to offer in his defence—&, was also 
made privately aware of the opinion wh. was formed by the professional 
person whom he had consulted, I cd. but not feel it a duty to bring pro- 
minently under his notice the probable painful consequences to all his 
family of a Public Triai & the official announcemt. to the Army of the 
result. 

When the affair was first brought forward I suggested to Mr. Macdonald 
the advantage it might prove to him to state the whole case to Lt. Col. 
Hope; &, on receiving yr. Lordship’s note I thought I shd. be acting 
most in consonance with yr. wishes to renew that advice & to recommend 
yr. brother’s proceeding at once to Montreal, & placing himself altogether 
under the direction of Col. Hope & notwithstanding, his being under 
arrest I have taken upon myself to give him Leave of Absence & I sincerely 
trust he may be rightly advised. 


WILLIAMS SANDOM To ARTHUR: A.L.S. 2p. 


Kingston. (Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I have been induced to send the Traveller to Toronto upon a pre- 
sumption that your Excellency might find it convenient to pay your 
proposed visit to the Bay of Quinte and neighbouring country.— 

I learn by the Officer who brought Col. Worth’s letter, that the 
President, Secty at War|,] General Scott and others, are expected at 
Sacketts Harbour on the 20th. inst— He would stop at Oswego on his 
way from Buffalo one day.— 

Should your Excellency decide upon going up the Bay of Quinte in 
the Traveller, I would ask you to allow your decision to be made known 
to me, by post, as in the event of Col Worth’s communicating anything 
I may deem it desirable you should know I would come, or send up to 
BelleVille or where ever I might learn it was Your Excellency’s intention 
to be at a particular time. 


ARTHUR TO T. T. Marpon: LB.3, p. 50. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

Mr. Poussell did me the favor to call this Morng. & present your letter 
of the 11th. May. I have told him that it will afford me pleasure to be 
useful to any friend of yrs., &, if he shd. establish himself in a District 
where a Magistrate is wanting I shall be most happy to avail myself of 
his assistance in the Commission of the Peace... [Asks to be remem- 
bered to Mr. Hamilton.] 


[Mrs.] MarIANNE SERJEANTSON TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 3p. 


Horne Hill, Near London. 

[Sends copy of a previous letter of April 12, 1837, which being unan- 
swered may have miscarried. Recounts the impoverished condition of 
herself & her fatherless children; appeals for assistance in obtaining the 
validation, refused by the Home Government, of a provincial grant of 
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land made by Arthur when in Van Diemen’s Land, or the substitution of 
another grant.] 
[Letter referred to is apparently item 21.] 


ARTHUR TO COLONEL [J. F.] Love: LB.2, p. 105-107. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I thank you for yr. notes enclosing the reports of Capt. Wilson. Of 
course, such communications must not be disregarded; but at the same 
time, if one goes fully into them they really amount to very little. 

This gent. evidently fancies himself as an important Personage in the 
Eyes of the disaffected, & I have no doubt strives to keep up appear- 
ances—if all were quiet what need wd. there be to keep up Capt. Wilson’s 
Troop?— 

The country, no doubt, has been in a very critical state—there is a 
large population desirous of Republican Institutions, & of course they 
will throw up their caps & hurrah for Ld. Durham & a responsible Govt. 
& these people by their “‘talk’’ & exhibition of Flags will keep alive 
excitemt. as a means to an end they have in view. Our object on the 
other hand, must be, with a watchful eye, to treat these movemts. with 
apparent indifference giving to the respectable & loyal portion a confidence 
in the Govt. & in themselves. 

I believe the worst for the present has passed, & I trust H. M. Govt. 
will use the opportunity afforded with diligence. 

We shall ever be exposed to the dangers inseparable from the imme- 
diate neighbourhood of a restless republic, all the Members of wh. some 
from one motive & some from another must wish for an end to British 
sway in the Canadas, &, consequently, we ought to make our position 
as secure as we can by a wholesome colonization & some good Fortresses 
on the Frontier. 

I am aware that some inconvenience must attend your being on the 
Court Martial, but it is of great consequence that it shd. be well con- 
ducted. Jam persuaded you will find it difficult to prevent the Prisoners 
from wandering into a great deal of extraneous matter. 

I have an idea that yr. being President originated with the Commander 
of the Forces—but, if not, Sir John thought it a very judicious selection !— 

I shall commence my tour for the Westward in the course of ten days— 
first inspecting the Troops on the Niagara Frontier. If I can find a little 
time to consider the Line of March the Asst. Q. M. Genl. has prepared I 
will determine upon it this eveng. & send you a copy. I shd. be most 
happy at your joining me in any part of my journey & am sure it wd. be 
most desirable but I fear the Court Martial will prevent it. I shall, of 
course, make my half yearly inspection of yr. Corps & the 85th. Regiment. 

I expect my Despatches by the British Queen to night. 


ARTHUR TO Str DuncaN McDouGa._:! LB.3, p. 51. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I have recd. yr. note of the 16th. May recommendg. to my attention 
‘the Services of Quarter Master Cameron. 

I shall be most happy to be useful to Mr. Cameron in any way that 
may be in my power—he is a very respectable member of the Community. 


1For spelling of McDougall see fn. to item 625. 


198 


[ 848 ] 
July 20 


[ 849 ] 
July 23 


[ 850 ] 


July 25 


TORONTO PUBLIC LIBRARIES 1839 


ARTHUR TO Capt. [WILLIAMs] SANDOM: LB.2, p. 107-108. 


Govt. House, Toronto. {Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I have requested the Military Secy. to write to you & say that I shd. 
be glad if you can arrange to allow the Traveller to take me, accompanied 
by my family, to Niagara on Monday the 29th. instant & to return to 
Toronto on Thursday the 1st. August. 

I wish to make it rather a ceremonious affair as I expect to find the 
President of the United States on the frontier. 

I have also expressed the wish to be conveyed to Port Dover from 
Domville [7.e. Dunnville] the 3rd. Augt. & from Amherstburg up the St. 
Clair & Lake Huron & to Sarnia & Goderich. 

If yr. duties or inclination lead you to visit any part of the frontier 
for wh. I am thus destined, I shall be happy if you will accompany me— 
But pray do not acquiesce as a mere matter of ceremony. 

I regret much to say that I fear the Government of the United States 
is disposed to make the affair of Kelly rather a serious matter. May I 
ask whether you gave Lieutenant McClure written Instructions & whether 
he is still employed on the same station?—or, whether you have thought 
it prudent to relieve him?— 


WILLIAMS SANDOM TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 3p. 


Kingston. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I will take care the Steam Vessels are prepared to receive Your Excel- 
lency as you desire, and am much gratified at the prospect of meeting 
you at Dun{[n]ville as I shall then have an opportunity of explaining the 
importance and advantage Upper Canada must derive by retaining the 
Docks I have formed there.— 

Might I suggest to Your Excellency, that as Lady Arthur will be at 
Niagara it would be a favorable opportunity for Her Ladyship and Family 
to see, (without much inconvenience or fatigue) the Upper part of the 
Province. 

I would send the Kingston to Embark them either at Chippawa or at 
Fort Erie—and the Vessel could then run up the Grand River to Dun[n]- 
ville to meet Your Excellency if circumstances should oblige you to take 
the Route by Land. 

I know Captain Duffill will have the greatest pleasure in attending 
to the comforts of Her Ladyship and Family; 

They might return by a Barge (Covered) along the feeder to Port 
Dalhousie (without fatigue) and the Traveller should be there to carry 
them to Toronto. 

I go up by the Traveller on Thursday to Port Dalhousie, and thence 
to Dun[n]ville as I have many arrangements to make. 

Should Your Excellency approve of what I propose I shall be happy 
to meet your Wishes—or in any way to forward your desires, and shall 
be ready at Dun[n]ville. 


[Str] JlonN] Harvey To ArtHuR: A.L.S. 7p. 


Gov. House, Fredericton, N.B. 

Until the arrival of our Son of the 34th., Lady Harvey & I were not 
aware of the extent of the obligation which your most friendly kindness 
towards him has laid us under— _I fear I am at present altogether unable 
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to make any other return than by the assurance how deeply we appre- 
ciate, & how happy we should be in any opportunity of evincing our sense 
of, your goodness to our Boy— 

The Secretary at War has refused this Province a permanent Brigade 
Major—the Office is to cease with the Emergency which gave birth to it— 
under these circumstances it would not be worth Major Bloomfield’s 
acceptance. 

I am led to indulge the sanguine hope that a satisfactory arrangemt 
of the ‘‘Boundary Question”’ is about to take place—in this Case we shall 
not have laboured for Peace in vain— That there are many unquiet 
spirits hovering on the frontiers of your Province & L Canada, (if not 
some within them) I am well aware, but let the Natzonal question involved 
in the Settlement of the Line of Boundary be once brought to an amicable 
close, and the President will be left without a plea for not calling into 
action the great powers with which He has been invested, — for the 
purpose of compelling effectual obedience to the Neutrality Law & for 
the suppression of frontier Brigandism.— 

In promoting this good work I do not allow myself to doubt the Zeal 
of at least one of the U. S. Officers, I mean my friend General Scott. 


ARTHUR TO LorD Fitzroy [J. H.] Somerset: LB.3, p. 55. 


Govt. House, Toronto. |Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

Pray do not think that I have been inattentive to yr. wishes respecting 
Mr. Boys; but, until now I have not had it in my power to do any thing 
for him. 

A vacancy, however, in the appointmt. of Bursar & Registrar of the 
University has enabled me to put him into the very kind of office for wh. 
he is best qualified & with wh. he is much pleased—it will give him, I 
believe, three or four hundred a year, & never was an appointment more 
gratefully recd. 

The only difficulty respects the necessary security, wh. I will endeavour 
to overcome for him. 


ARTHUR TO LorD Fitzroy [J. H.] Somerset: LB.3, p. 55-57. 


Government House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

Mr. Buller, I observe, has vented no small portion of his spleen agt. 
me in the House of Commons, because I defended myself agt. the unjust 
imputations unnecessarily cast upon me in Lord Durham’s report upon 
the Canadas—or, rather I shd. say, Mr. Charles Buller’s report for he is, 
I am persuaded, the author of the High Commissioner’s Offensive impu- 
tations upon the loyal portion of the population of Upper Canada. 

If a radical change in the Institutions of the Country were the object 
of that Mission Charles Buller was the man, certainly, to be employed 
uponit. However, I have taken up my pen to defend myself not to assail 
him— &, as I am satisfied the General Comdg in Chief is most anxious 
that Every Officer should be able to sustain his position with credit, I feel 
it a duty to request Yr. Lordship will do me the favor to present for Lord 
Hill’s private perusal the accompanying extract from a communication 
wh. I rec. yesterday by the Great Western from Lord Normanby upon 
the Despatches wh. have given Mr. Buller so much offence. 

We have still interesting incidents every now & then to keep alive 
our vigilence [sic]; but, every thing looks quiet, and the Americans have 
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become insupportably civil to our Officers who occasionally cross the 
Boundary. 

Mr. Henry Clay is on a tour of politics on the Frontier— He attacks 
the President every where by referring to ‘‘the violation of our Territory— 
the affair of the Caroline. is yet unattoned [szc] for’. 

This of course takes mightily with the people, but he will have to say 
a good deal more before he can work upon them again to cross the Frontier 
in arms. 

[Enclosure lacking. ] 


J. B. Ropinson To ARTHUR: A.L.S. 6p. 


Highlands, near Reading. 

Your letter came to me, I think in 17 days, so successful are the 
Steamers in making their passages. The same conveyances brought me 
several letters all, I am sorry to say, rather desponding; and yet I am 
inclined to believe that in some respects our prospects are better than they 
were— Of foreign aggression there seems less to fear—but then there is 
the sad condition of our finances—the utter uncertainty as to what Parlia- 
ment in its wisdom, or folly may do—and the certainty I am afraid I may 
say of much evil arising from the use made of Lord Durham’s shameful 
report— Ihave come here with Mrs. Robinson on a fortnight’s visit— 
during which I have been twice in London, three days each time, in the 
hope that I might be of use negatively or positively according to circum- 
stances— I have seen many people, talked & written, but if there be 
any thing very good & satisfactory in store for us, the time for our ob- 
taining it, is mot ye-— The present Ministry, there is now little doubt 
will run out the Session, —and like a man on the edge of a precipice on 
a windy day, they feel that their safety is in standing still; they will not 
be persuaded to put themselves in any new attitude that they can avoid— 
They seem to suspect every one & to be conscious that they are univer- 
sally suspected & they have not the courage to propose any thing—they 
will zot step out— I renewed my attack last week on the subject of our 
financial difficulties— Nothing could have been put to the Governmt 
in terms plainer or stronger than your dispatches of Novr. and June 
respecting the revenue—debt &c & they ought to have made it appear to 
the Governmt that it was absolutely necessary to do something— On 
the motion of Buller the first has been lately laid before Parliament, & 
certainly it tells a plain story in forccible [sic] language—but the Govt. 
does not seem ashamed of the cold answer which Lord Glenelg was con- 
tent to give to it— When I return & shew you the letters which I have 
received from Ld. Glenelg—from Ld Normanby & Mr Labouchere, you 
will be amazed that I should be able to say, as I really am, that I never 
heard of your dispatch or the answer till I read them in print in Canadian 
papers—The Govt. ought to contract a loan to relieve or fund our high 
rate of interest—& even at this moment they could do so on very favorable 
terms—but no Colonial Governmt can borrow just now under 6 per cent— 
The Ionian Islands have within this week obtained money on those 
terms— I have put the various alternatives in writing & in conversa- 
tion—but so far in vain— If Mr. Dunn, who is arrived I hear, can effect 
any thing I shall be most happy, but if he does, I shall wonder greatly 
& shall ascribe it to something of the same feeling which has frequently 
of late years led the Col. Departmnt to do things at the instance of 
persons not acting in concert with the Govt. which they have utterly 
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refused to do at the solicitation of the (Colonial) Governmt— If they 
will only do something upon any motive—out of mere spite—I shall be 
glad— 

To give a better chance of success I framed two bills which I wished 
to have passed on matters that were plain as day, & short & simple—but 
the very sound of Canada created alarm—another year they said it 
would be readily done, but in the present state of things—the Govt. 
could not bring them forward— 

I had interviews both with Ld. Normanby & Mr Labouchere last 
Thursday & I hope I need not tell you that I spoke plainly & unreser- 
vedly— The provoking thing is that no objection is started—no differ- 
ence of opinion expressed but there is the one great obstacle—‘‘nothing 
can be done.”’— Nothing I should say that ought to be done—the prison- 
ers have been discharged on their own recognizance that they will not 
approach the Canadian frontier nearer than 100 miles— Ld. Normanby 
assured me, he was most reluctant on this point— It was not in fact his 
act—or that of the Colonial Departmnt. The disposal of the prisoners 
after their arrival here came within the Province of the Home Secretary— 
I do not see the necessity for their discharge. If any thing was wanting 
to secure their detention, Parlt. should have supplied it, by an act passed 
here— I firmly believe, it was intended from the first that these prisoners 
should never reach a penal Colony— 

It is quite lamentable that at a time when two valuable Provinces 
are in a state requiring the utmost care of the Parent State, a whole 
Session of Parliament should by a strange fatality be as utterly useless 
to them as if its power could not reach them— Ministers are full of 
courtesy—they listen patiently, are candid in their admissions—do not 
seem to doubt what you say, & join with you in deploring that things 
are as they are—but no effort is made to overcome any real or imaginary 
difficulty—nor does it appear to me that the state of things in the Colonies 
gives any actual concern, or occupies a thought, after the conversation 
is ended— _ All feeling is absorbed by the hourly sense of their precarious 
tenure of office— It seems to me that both parties are in a manner 
paralysed— The Conservatives abstain from such an opposition as would 
bring things to a crisis—and the Government not certain that they will 
persevere in this course are checked in every thing by a distrust of their 
own strength— All these things considered I confess I have been rather 
relieved by the debate in the Lords last night— I had a long conver- 
sation the day before with Lord Normanby, and said all I could to impress 
on him the great necessity that the Govt. should in this house, as they 
had done in the other (& I hoped more plainly & unequivocally) declare 
their total rejection of Lord Durham's notions about responsible Gov- 
ernmt— He fully agreed with me in all I said, & has in the debate gone 
as far as I expected he would upon this point—though the manner of 
doing it was very different from what I should myself have adopted, if I 
had been in his place— 

The Duke of Wellington’s speech, I think, will be very well received 


in the Provinces— You read, I dare say, with regret some things re- 
ported to have been said by him in the debate respecting Col. Prince, 
some weeks ago— He seemed then to have expressed himself in a 


manner any thing but gratifying to the volunteers & militia of Canada, 
upon whose fidelity & forwardness certainly every thing depended upon 
more than one occasion since our troubles commenced— _I was anxious 
that the Duke should set himself right in this respect & took the liberty 
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of communicating with him, upon the effect his former observations were 
likely to produce—_ I have not the remotest idea that in thought he had 
before done any injustice & I dare say he did not in words—but his speech 
read unfortunately in the Newspapers & I am happy that he took advan- 
tage of last nights debate to remove any wrong impression— 

Your Excellency will see by last nights debate that Upper Canada 


was not particularly concerned in the discussion— The Session draws 
to an end rapidly, & I expect nothing to be done, beyond the passing of 
the short Lower Canada bill— Then every thing as regards our future 


Governmt stands for next year—and I conclude our fate to be in our own 
hands—_ If the people of Upper Canada in the mean time take a judi- 
cious & temperate course, if they have the wisdom to desire what is best 
for them, and to press their opinions reasonably & firmly, they need not 
fear the result— But if faction, or folly of any kind—shall lead them 
to strengthen the hands of those who think only of uniting them to Lower 
Canada, the measure may possibly not be averted, however evident it’s 
[sic] impolicy may appear to those who will reflect cool[l]y upon it— 

The interval between this & the next Session should be employed in 
framing a good measure upon a different principle from that of Legis- 
lative Union—so that Parliament may have the choice fairly before 
them— If I should remain, this is the service I should render. It seemed 
to me that Lord Normanby is anxious to have an early Session in Upper 
Canada, that Parlt. may have the result of their deliberations on the 
Union bill before they meet— 

I am grieved at the political ferment into which Mr Ryerson has 
thrown the Methodist body— It is most inopportune just now; but 
good may come of it in the end.— 

Nothing will be done or attempted here this Session respecting the 
Clergy reserves— 

The Archdeacon told me, when I was in Town that Fitzg[ibbon] seems 
much agitated, & that he really feared the effect upon his mind. He 
understood from him that the Col [De]partment did not seem disposed 
to do as he wished at all events not without referring to Your Excel- 
lency— I heard nothing said about it, except this, when I was last in 
London— 

The Archdeacon writes to me this morning that he expects his patent 
to be completed immedy. & that he will be consecrated on 4th. Augt.— 

I deeply regret the state of the College Funds— We had determined 
in 1837 to remove Mr. Barber, but it was unfortunately suggested that 
we had better get his accounts made up first & the balance ascertained 
& secured— Subsequent events called attention from it, I suppose— 
As to Col. Wells, I find it hard to believe that he has done any thing 
dishonestly— His lending the College funds, of his own head, was clearly 
improper, & may prove highly injurious to himself, if not ruinous but I 
trust the College will lose nothing— I usually saw a Balance sheet on 
the table at our meetings—& having every reliance on the Bursar’s in- 
tegrity, I supposed the balance was forthcoming— 

I had a correspondence with the Col Depart. respecting the Prisoners— 
& considering the nature of it, I certainly am surprised both at what they 
have done, & what they have left undone though there was from the first 
an evident inclination to do what in Canada will be very generally con- 
demned— 

I hope the Governmt will not suffer themselves to be bullied or 
over reached in the Main[e] boundary affair—but I am suspicious & 
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afraid of their proceedings— If it were not for what others think, & 
might say & do, I am persuaded there is scarcely any concession or sacri- 
fice which the Ministry would not make in this matter— 

Featherstonehaughs appointment by our Govt. is highly discreditable 
in every way—he has lived 30 years in the States—has a property there— 
has been a comissd. officer of their Governmt—is married to a Yankee 
& moreover is not otherwise an eligible person— I continue better, 
though still in the hands of the Doctors— My expectation is that we 
shall embark in September— _ I have personally no strong wish on the 
subject—only I believe I c’d. do good here — & I shd. dislike having to 
come soon back agn. 


[Str] R.[W.] GARDINER To ARTHUR: A.L.S. 7p. 


Claremont. 

I hear of nothing but your very great kindness to Lynedoch—and I 
assure you I cannot sufficiently say how truly sensible his good Mother 
and myself are for kindness that at his time and turn of Life, is of inestim- 
able value to him—not to mention the comforts and civilization, that a 
rational Home, ever keeps before a Boy’s sight—and fixes impression|s] 
that one in early life has endeavoured to attach him to, I wish I could 
do any thing here to shew our sense of your good nature to him— Since 
your last, I have been easy quite about any meeting between him and 
MacDonald [7.e. W. B. Macdonald|— _ But it was not till I heard from 
you that I was relieved from all anxiety on this part of the subject. I 
hope Mr MacDonald by this time, has quitted Toronto for England. 

As summer leaves us, we are again looking to Canada with increasing 
fears I was going to say, that another session having slipped away, and 
nothing yet done for Canada, must lead to renewal of disasters in the 
Winter Months—give confidence to the Yankees—and dismay the good 
and loyal part of the Canadians— _ It is in vain however to expect any 
thing from our present Ministers—who continue to submit to be the 
nominal Government, without possessing either the confidence or respect 
of the country. Things get worse and worse with us; England in fact is 
getting quite into a mess of confusion and anarchy that I will not allow 
myself to picture to you its just colors—and we have no Government— 
thats the evil— The Monarchy itself is undermining by such a state of 
things. 

I hope nothing will move you from your Post—which you must now 
have within your controul and management at all points, as far as your 
means go—and fortunately possessing the confidence of the Natives, you 
may do more to keep disaster down, than could be hoped under the un- 
fair mismanagement by which the Colonists have suffered from home— 
I hope it is not true that Emigration has gone to the extent I have heard 
stated... [Sends wishes. Mentions applications for assistance from 
“poor Walker,’”’ whom he is unable to help.] 


Heap To Artuur: A.L.S.. 4p. 


Cranford, Middlesex. 

I have received your note of the 9th. June in which you ask me how 
I and Lord Durham can suppose that you can possibly survive the effects 
of the report and my Narrative? 
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I am really quite at a loss how you can possibly find in your heart to 
connect my name and my writings with that and those of Lord Durham? 
I cannot think the the [szc] Provinces of British N.A.: America will agree 
with you— 

Your note of the 9th of June is diametrically at variance with the 
letter you wrote t me from New York in which you assured me that you 
had read my despatches, and before you left England had insisted on 
being authorised to carry my policy into effect! 

Your despatch in which you stated t Lord Normanby that my Narra- 
tive (of which only one copy was in the Province)! had damaged you, will 
of course be agreeable t the Govmt. and yet the only part of Lord Dur- 
ham’s infamous report of which you complain is exactly the point on 
which to defend you I had myself publicly attacked Lord Brougham.— 

I should not trouble you with even these few observations on your 
note, but I think it right you should know that I cannot and do not 
silently submit t the observation you have made against me, and how 
much I regret the part you have publickly taken against me— 

I have no private feelings on the subject of U C and shall continue t 
do the Province all the good I can— __I also continue to wish you success, 
but you have certainly altered your course and your opinions[.] 

[A covering sheet is endorsed in Arthur’s handwriting ‘‘To be care- 
fully put up’’.] 


C. A. HAGERMAN To ArtTHUR: A.L.S. 9p. 


Toronto. 

I returned this morning from Cobourg, having proceeded to that 
place as your Excellency is aware, on hearing of the arrest of the party of 
Brigands that had landed there from the United States— Iam glad I 
went down, as my doing so was satisfactory to the Magistrates and people 
generally, and afforded me a better opportunity to enquire into the 
designs of the party and the extent of co-operation they evidently ex- 
pected to meet with on this side.— 

Your Excellency I am informed has seen Moons statement,—there is 
no doubt of its truth—and it contains all that can be said of the designs 
of the Brigands: they came over for the purpose of robbing several 
individuals. Mr. Henry agent of the Commercial Bank in particular— 
they expected to find a large amount of money in his possession—and to 
obtain it, they were resolved on assassinating him or any other person 
that might oppose them—they were armed for that purpose— I have 
no doubt that the murdering of the two Mr. Boultons and some other 
of the leading loyalists residing at Cobourg was spoken of, but I do not 
think it was determined upon: plunder was the principal object of the 
party, and to obtain it they were prepared to commit any atrocity.— 

The worst and most appalling feature of the case is the fact, that this 
gang of Assassins and Robbers, were received into the houses of two 
wealthy farmers of the name of Ash—father and son—and by them 
sheltered and secreted for at least two days—they being perfectly aware, 
as it is stated by Moon, and is manifest from other circumstances, that 


_ Head repeats his statement on September 14 (item 908) about there being only one copy 
in the province, but he must mean a copy additional to that which reached Arthur on June 7 


(item 797). 


Though apparently sent at the same time one had reached Jonas Jones as 


Speaker of the Legislative Council by April 8. (See Journal, of the Legislative Council of 
Upper Canada... 1839. p. 81. 
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the object of the party was to murder and plunder their near Neigh- 
bours,—men who had never done them any injury, but on the contrary 
had extended many acts of kindness to them, and with whom they never 
had the slightest difference, except in political matters. The condition 
of this Country is indeed to be deplored, if the treacherous disposition 
and malignant spirit of these two men pervades any considerable number 
of its inhabitants.— 

I took an opportunity of holding a conversation with Moon apart 
from the Magistrates but in the presence of Mr. Bethune and Mr. D’Arcy 
Boulton, in which he made the following statements. He says that the 
Brigands on the opposite shore have not abandoned their designs on this 
Province, but on the contrary they fully intend to renew their attacks,— 
that they are now organizing and preparing for an invasion of the District 
of New Castle and other parts of the Province, and that their schemes 
are greatly facilitated by the terms of the Act of Congress passed last 
Winter authorizing the Government to accept the Services of 50,000 Volun- 
teers should they be required for Military duty.— he says that under 
this act, numerous bodies of men have offered their services, and although 
they do not receive pay, they are drilled, at the expense of the Governmnt, 
and are enabled to combine, arm, become effective, and make prepa- 
rations for acting, without being subject to interruption, or persecution 
for any violation of the Neutrality Law— Hestates that great quantities 
of Arms, and several pieces of Cannon are in the possession of these 
conspirators, and that others have been distributed among the disaffected 
in this Province.— He assured me that there was a perfect under- 
standing between the disloyal in this Country, and the Brigands on the 
opposite shore, and that 17 Companies were enrolled in the District of 
New Castle, one of which was to be commanded by himself—he did not 
appear to know the number of men belonging to each Company.— 
Emissaries from the United States come over frequently, and upon every 
occasion of a Durham Meeting,— Several of them attend to see what 
number of disaffected are present, and how many may be relied on, to 
join the invaders upon their landing— He says that a Brother of 
Von Schults—“a very smart man” is to have the Command, and that he 
and Smith from Cleaveland [sic] were through the District of New Castle 
about three weeks since— That Durham Meetings are to be got up 
throughout the Country—and that a General (District) Meeting is to be 
held in the District of New Castle in about a Month, and very soon 
after, that part of the Province is to be invaded.— The embodied 
Militia he affirms are not to be relied on, and that even the regular troops 
have been tampered with—and that there are persons in the Forts of 
Quebec—Montreal—Kingston—Toronto &c. who will spike the guns if 
any of these places should be attacked.— Petitions according to his 
account have been transmitted from the Refugees on the opposite shore, 
to Lords Durham and Brougham, praying that they will use their in- 
fluence to obtain a General Amnesty and that they may be permitted to 
return to the Province,—if they (the Refugees) are successful, they will 
1enew their scheme of Rebellion, in the hope of being more successful 
than formerly.— 

“Much of this story may be—and probably is either untrue or exag- 
gerated, but it nevertheless deserves attention.— 

When we consider that on the opposite frontier there are probably 
several hundreds of persons, anxious to enter this Province for no other 
purpose than to plunder and Murder its inhabitants, (I say nothing now 
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of those who are influenced by political motives) and that it is publicly, 
proclaimed by The President of the United States as well as the Governor 
of the State of New York, that any man or body of men who may have 
committed Murder, Arson, Robbery or any other crime in Canada, are 
perfectly secure from all punishment if they can escape to the American 
Territory,—that in fact they may there, with perfect immunity, openly 
boast of their assassinations and other crimes,—what security can any 
man be said to possess that his life and property may not be sacrificed, 
by a band of ruffians combining for his destruction within the limits of 
the Neighbouring Republic2— Surely the mere statement of fact, that 
if the party whose schemes were so fortunately frustrated at Cobourg, 
had been successful, and had escaped to the United States, they, accord- 
ing to the present determination of its Governmnt—a determination (so 
far as these Provinces are concerned) but recently acted upon, would 
have escaped all punishment—is enough to induce those who have it in 
their power to check crimes of the most unnatural and revolting char- 
acter—to exercise that power, and to preserve humanity from the scandal 
and infamy that must otherwise rest upon it— _ If contrary to the ex- 
pectation of every good and right minded man—The President per- 
severes in refusing to deliver up fugitive murderers and other criminals 
from this Province, it is scarcely to be believed that plans for retalliatory 
[sic] aggressions will not be formed—and then the two countries will be- 
come receptacles for the most wicked and depraved of the human race.— 
I have no inclination to pursue the subject further, and have to apologise 
to Your Excellency for taking up your time with so long a letter... 
P.S.— I ought perhaps to remark, that the two Ash’s were promi- 
nent leaders of the Durham meeting recently got up at Cobourg—and 
that at Hamilton and other places where those meetings have occurred, 
men who are known to have been concerned in the late Rebellion have 
not scrupled to take a part, sever[al] of those who have been convicted 
of Treason, and afterwards pardoned being among the number.— 
[Addressed to Arthur at London.] 


[Lorp] Fitzroy [J. H.] Somerset To ArtHuR: A.L.S. 3p. 


Horse Guards, [London.| 

I have to thank you for your letter of the 2d. Ultimo. Lord Hill had 
already heard of the affair at Brockville and from the report which was 
made him by Sir John Colborne had reason to believe that Colonel 
Marshall had discharged the duty which devolved upon him on the 
occasion in a manner highly creditable to his judgement and discretion— 
He is sorry that in any particular you should have reason to be dissatisfied 
with his conduct being perusaded that there is no Officer of his rank more 
devoted to the Service than Colonel Marshall— 

I regret that you cannot speak more cheeringly of your prospects in 
Upper Canada— 

Pray recollect that I am always delighted to hear from you. 


COLBORNE TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 2p. 


Montreal. 

Mr. Paget followed me to Sorel with your letter of the 1st inst. I 
have sanctioned his application for leave of absence[.] 

I regret to find that such a gang of Vagabonds as have been taken 
near Cobourg could calculate on friends sufficiently numerous on the 
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Canadian side of the Lake to assist them in carrying into effect their 
schemes.— I do not believe the statements made in the deposition of 
Moon— 


Colonel Chichester cannot be stationed at Toronto; not at any 
quarter where there are Regular Regiments commanded by Field Officers. 
The Officers sent to this Country on particular service, must return to 
England, should they not be required to command Militia or the Volun- 
teers of these Provinces. Colonel Chichester may be appointed to com- 
mand at Brockville, Prescott, or on the Frontier of Lower Canada. 

If he should prefer any of these Stations to Chatham; have the good- 
ness to acquaint him that the changes depending on his selection, shall 
be immediately made. 

You will hear of another Governor General for this country, a Civilian, 
in a few weeks A sad fellow is that C. Buller. 


[ARTHUR] TO COLBORNE: Df.L. 4p. 


London, |[U.C.|_ [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I shall, most probably, inflict upon you officially the result of my tour 
as soon as I return to Toronto; but I am anxious before I start from 
hence to say a little to you upon the state of the Country, together with 
some other odds & ends. 

You will have seen in the Papers some account of the Vagabonds who 
crossed over from Rochester to Cob[oJurg. ‘‘Lett,’’ for whom I offered 
a reward of £500 has not been taken, and I scarcely know how we shall 
be able to deal with those who have been apprehended; for, although 
nothing could be more diabolical than their Intentions, our Laws are 
very tender in dealing with evil Intenders. 

I enclose for your perusal a Letter which I received last night from 
the Attorney General in which He gives all the information he possesses 
respecting this wicked affair. Most likely, you know the ‘‘Ash” family 
to which He alludes. I have not a doubt there are hundreds of the same 
fraternity in the Province|.] 

The Durham Meetings are in high repute, and the cry is down with 
the ‘Family Compact,” & hurrah for a responsible Governt—. In fact, 
Lord Durham’s Mission seems to have filled up the Measure of Woe in 
Upper Canada. Whilst the Conflict was between the Constitutional 
party & the Reformers, there was every thing to hope, and I vainly 
supposed that there was a good prospect of better days—but, with 
matchless imprudence the high Commissioner has proposed a Measure 
which has divided the Loyal Party, & thereby given a vast preponderance 
to the Republicans—which must turn the scale in their favor at the next 
Election. Throughout the Country there is a worse spirit than has pre- 
vailed since the outbreak in December 1837; and I am persuaded the 
worst days are to come. A Spark was enough to kindle a flame & Lord 
Durham has thrown a firebrand amongst the People. I do not say this 
in bad spirit for I do believe He intended well but never was any person 
more mistaken, or more misinformed|.] 

[Enclosure is apparently item 856.] 


S. B’ Harrison To ArtHUR: A.L.S. 20% 


Government House, |Toronto.| 
I have the honor to forward a package to Your Excellency which I 
hope will meet you at Guelph on your return from the West. 
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1st. A communication with correspondence from Captn. Sandom 
received yesterday. With the papers Your Excellency will perceive a 
letter I addressed to Mr Sullivan. On consideration, as there did not 
appear to be any cause for immediate action upon the subject, no pro- 
ceedings were had in Council: I therefore beg to transmit the papers for 
Your Excellency’s consideration: 

2nd_ A letter from Mr Bethune from Cobourg showing the state of 
feeling still existing in that place. The Company of Militia left this for 
Cobourg on Saturday afternoon; and so of course arrived there on 
Sunday morning[.] 

3d Another memorial of the Magistrates at Cobourg which Your 
Excellency will perceive is dated 1st August. It only reached here this 
morning[;] the reason is, it was directed to Your Excellency at Dun[n]ville; 
and having arrived there after your departure, it was forwarded to 
Toronto. 

4th Two private letters to Your Excellency. One from Sir John 
Colborne, and the other from Coll. Estcourt. 

5. Another communication I have received this morning. Upon 
consideration with Mr Tucker, it was thought best to transmit this 
document at once to your Excellency as you would be in as good a 
situation to take any steps with regard to sending to Buffalo if you should 
think it advisable do do so, as if Your Excellency had been here. That 
question appeared to be the only one of a practical character, upon which 
any action would be required before Your Excellency’s return to Toronto. 
I have however taken a copy of the letter; and will in the course of the 
morning confer with Mr Sullivan upon the subject. 

With the exception of the above matters nothing out of the ordinary 
routine has occurred. . . 

P S_ I observe Your Excellency’s remark with respect to the receipt 
of the Despatches at London. The bag did not arrive in Toronto until 
quite late on the Saturday night, so that the Despatches could not possi- 
bly have reached Your Excellency more than one day sooner. 

[Enclosures lacking.] 


NORMANBY TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 4p. 


Colonial Office. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I have considered your proposal as to the best mode of attempting to 
correct the evil consequences of the present state of the Press in Upper 
Canada. If I do not feel myself disposed to encourage any connexion 
between the Governmt and a Newspaper of a better tendency I am sure 
you will readily believe that I very unwillingly start any objection to any 
suggestion of yours from which you think yourself likely to derive assis- 
tance in your very great difficulties but I have seen so much mischief 
and misunderstanding to arise from any attempt on the part of a Colonial 
Governmt to set up a Newspaper that I should wish the encouragement 
given to any undertaking of that sort to be of the most general kind and 
that the Executive should not be committed to an unconditional support 
of the scheme. 

I am sure you will understand the spirit in which this is written|.] 

[A covering sheet is endorsed: “‘Lord Normanby replies to Sir G 
Arthur’s proposal of a Press connected with the Govt.”’] 
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COLBORNE TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 2p. 


Montreal. 

I have received your letter of the 23d ult;, with the memorial from 
Mr F. Wells. I have heard, with great regret and sorrow, of the mis- 
fortunes of Colonel Wells— __I shall take an early opportunity of forward- 
ing the statement of his services which you have transmitted to me, and 
of recommending his son for a Commission in the Army. 


[Str] R. [W.] GARDINER To ArtTHUR: A.L.S. 10p. 


Claremont. 

I cannot let a Packet pass without saying how truly grateful I feel 
for your intentions in offering Lynedoch [7.e. his son] the charge to 
New York... [Regrets that Lynedoch had missed this opportunity, 
and that Major Jackson had prevented his accompanying Fraser on a 
tour of inspection. Refers to a letter left with Colborne by Durham in 
which the Queen commended Lynedoch. Should further dispatches 
have to be sent to New York or elsewhere, he is therefore sure, ‘‘Colborne 
would give you a helping hand to prevail on that hard hearted governor 
of Lynedochs, to let him have the benefit of your kind intentions towards 
him.’ 

Your last Letter (of June) and those I get from Montreal, give more 
comfortable hope than one has lately indulged respecting the Canadas— 
Heaven send your views may be well founded— _ I hear too that Jona- 
than is acting an honester part than usual— __I dont pretend to speculate 
on what may turn up from the measures of our own Government—for 
really they do things so unlike other People, have so little will of their 
own, and less settled Principle to act by, than any Government yet ever 
possessed, that events baffle all calculation— I had hopes they were 
going to throw over the Tail and Radicals—but the Education Bill, and 
Ballot made an open Question, shew on what terms they have again 
obtained the confidence of the Country. Poor England! She scarcely 
knows herself. 

The Chartists are a frightful growing Evil, which could be checked 
even now—but I expect no such Virtue, as that, from a Government 
only kept together by the conditional support of the Tail and Radicals. 
In the mean time, the only man who could save us, (in his 70th year too) 
is kept beyond all power of saving us— What bitter days of repentance 
await England on this head—the endless blessings we could have derived 
from his Honor Sense and Probity—all lost—and irredeemably. 

I hope you and Yours are quite well—that you will live long in Health 
and Happiness in the Duties you are so prosperously conducting and that 
they may be appreciated by those whose welfare they are intended to 
promote. Thats every thing. 


GLENELG TO ArTHUR: A.L.S. 3p. 


London. 

I am very much obliged to you for your kind & interesting letters— 
You may well suppose that the concerns of Canada must long continue 
to be regarded by me with feelings almost personal. 

I rejoice to learn that, by the latest dispatches, things are wearing a 
more promising aspect—especially as to border warfare— I congratu- 
late you on this result & on the general success of your Governmt.— 
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I beg you to accept my warm thanks for your kind feelings towards 
myself— I can assure you that I shall ever look back with pleasure on 
the intercourse which has taken place between us & which, I trust, will 
survive our Official connexion. I must regard with gratitude the very 
able & efficient part wch you have been enabled to act in hard & perilous 
exigencies—& I earnestly hope that you will every day reap more & more 
the reward of your conduct in the peace & prosperity of the people whose 
attachment you have merited & secured— 

My best wishes attend you— 


J. B. RoBinson TO NORMANBY: 


[See item 874.] 


[Str J. M. F. Smita] To ArtHuR: A.L. 4p. 


34, Cadogan Place, London. 

You have doubtless before this heard of Edward’s having been ad- 
mitted at Sandhurst— I was reluctant to write about him until he had 
passed the Ordeal of examination at that place, for although J never had 
a doubt of his succeeding, there were others who had, & who ought to 
have understood his qualifications better than myself, and therefore I 
was averse to buoying you up with hopes that might not be realized. 
Most sincerely do I congratulate you and my dear Sister on the result, 
and it is to me an equal source of rejoicing that I have not a question that 
your boy will turn out an Ornament to his profession & a source of pride 
to his Parents & Connexions. I think him a straight forward, open, 
candid & honest-hearted Lad— _ He feels diffident of his abilities and is 
unpretending— With this he has I believe the good sense to be aware 
of the little progress he has hitherto made and of the necessity of exertion: 
and my Friends at the College will I trust spur him on— It was my 
intention to have accompanied him there, but finding that Mr Walton 
wished to take him, I left Edward to his management, and contented 
myself with writing to the Governor & Deputy both of whom are old 
Friends of mine. You would have been exceedingly pleased & surprised 
at the off-hand letter Edward wrote to me before he left Hampton, for 
his examination— The Duke of Wellington could not have written 
more pithily or to the purpose, and I felt confident, from his half dozen 
lines, that he would succeed & so I told him— 

You will not be a little astonished to learn that the Montagus are my 
next-door Neighbours— They came to Cadogan Place two days back, 
and I trust they will like their position & continue here as long as they 
remain in Town— 

I can give you but little political news,—for each succeeding day 
brings a different report to the various clubs, & the newspapers do but 
echo them— You will have seen, in the papers of the beginning of this 
Month, that the report was contradicted of the intended elevation of 
Spring Rice to the House of Lords, & yet it was well known to many 
persons that his peerage was fully determined upon. I should think he 
will be the new Colonial Secretary, though some name Labouchere as 
the Successor to Lord Normanby, who cannot it is said much longer stand 
his ground. One would hardly think it possible, but it is currently be- 
lieved that Poulett Thompson [z.e. Thomson] will succeed Sir J. Colborne 
as governor of Lower Canada— Your Friend Stephen is to be transferred 
to the Treasury— 

[The document is incomplete.] 
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ARTHUR TO COLBORNE: LB.2, p. 108-112. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I returned to Toronto on Saturday night after making the tour wh. 
I proposed—Dun[n]ville—Port Dover—Port Riersce [ze. Ryerse]— 
Simcoe—St. Thomas—London—Chatham—Amherstburgh [sic]—Sand- 
wich —Windsor —Port Sarnia —Goderich —Stratford —Guelph —Galt — 
Hamilton. 

All that part of the Country wh. I had never seen before quite sur- 
passed my expectation in beauty and fertility—but, I lament to say that 
the Constitutional party is every where divided upon the question of 
“Responsible Governmt.” and the loyal people are exceedingly dejected. 

On my arrival here I found that during my absence the excitemt. at 
Coburgh [sic] had encreased, & it is evident they have no confidence in 
each other—. I have the strongest letter from the Magistrates that cd. 
be penned invoking further Military Assistance. 

‘‘Moon’s”’ representations have made the deepest impression upon 
them— I have this morng. had a long interview with this man: he is 
very consistent & very decisive & his statemts. are so corroborated by 
many other reports that I do not doubt mischief is again brewing both in 
the States and in this Province. 

‘““Moon”’ has been examined & re-examined by the Presiding Member 
of the Ex. Council, as well as by the Attorney & Solicitor General, & they 
credit all that he states as coming within his own knowledge. The whole 
circumstances have been taken on oath at great length before the Ex. 
Council & he has entered into many details to wh. he merely alluded in 
his first depositions. 

The Durham Meetings he declares, as coming within his knowledge 
to have originated with “Patriot” [‘‘]Executive Government’’—®& if his 
oath is to be credited Genl. Scott & Colonel Worth are playing a deep 
game. Of the latter I have long had the most violent suspicion, and the 
former is Electioneering, & will, of course, as all politicians do, pursue 
his end regardless of the means. 

The Law Officers have not yet decided how the Prisoners taken at 
Cobourgh can be proceeded against. I have urged them, if it be possible 
under the provincial Act, to try them by a Court Martial, so that in the 
event of conviction, such as are not hanged, as they deserve, may be at 
once transported in the Buffalo—& they have promised to let me know 
their opinion in the Morng.— 

Lord Durham’s report has filled up the measure of woe in Upper 
Canada; whilst the Conflict was between the Constitutional party & the 
Reformers there was every thing to hope & I vainly supposed there was 
a good prospect of better days; but, with matchless imprudence the High 
Commissioner has proposed a measure wh. has divided the Loyal party 
& thereby given such a preponderance to the Republicans as must turn 
the scale at the next election in favor of that party.— I have not time 
to enlarge, but, depend upon it the worst days are to come!— 

I shall communicate to you fully the result of my inspection upon 
Military Matters— I found all the Corps in good order & with the ex- 
‘veption of the 85th. Regt. in good quarters. The Barracks at St. Thomas 
are most miserable: & the rooms wh. you will recollect are very small 
are the more comfortless from all the plaster having fallen down—the 
Buildings are of the slightest kind & in situation, as well as in every 
other respect, ill adapted for Troops|.] 
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At the same time, it is so important a post that I cd. not recommend 
on account of any disagreeables that it shd. be abandoned.— 

As soon as the Head Quarters are removed to London, I will bring 
away one company of the Detachmt. according to yr. Instruction from 
Sandwich|.] I wish it were possible to re-unite the whole Corps between 
London & St. Thomas. 

They are a very fine body of men but require to be well looked after. 

As soon as I heard of the excitemt. at Coburgh, I sent one company 
of the incorporated Militia there. but, probably you will concur in think- 
ing that a much larger force is required in that quarter & that Presqu’Isle 
shd. be made a defensible station. I shall go down there as soon as I 
have got off my Despatches for the ‘‘Liverpool”’. 

There has been an unpleasant affair again in the River. The Steamer 
“St. Lawrence” did not shew her colors, & Capt. Fowell fired at her— 
He says he intended to use blank cartridge, but the Musket happened to 
be loaded !— 

There was a want of courtesy, perhaps, on the part of the American, 
but that was no ground for such a proceeding—it was both imprudent 
& unjustifiable, & if Capt. Sandom be not careful the breach will be 
widened. I enclose copy of Col. Worth’s last letter—the tone of wh. is 
in keeping with other parts of his conduct. 

I have a report that Capt. Cameron (4th. Incorporated Militia) 
traced Lett to an American Island where he captured him & delivered 
him up to the American Authorities. 

[Enclosure lacking. | 


NORMANBY TO J. B. ROBINSON: 


[See item 875.] 


ARTHUR TO COLBORNE: LB.2, p. 112-113. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I recd. yr. letter of the 7th. instant whilst I was at Guelph. The 
most important passage in it is the announcemt. that I shall hear of 
another Governor Genl., a civilian, in a few weeks. Of course, the 
rumour wh. has been heard by the rest of the world, that something of 
this kind was contemplated, had reached me—but, I cd. not bring my- 
self to believe it & can say, most sincerely, that I consider it is one of the 
greatest calamities that cd. happen to us that you, who know both the 
Provinces & every person in them, so thoroughly shd. leave the country 
at such a momentous crisis. If it be the result of yr. own decision I 
have nothing to say beyond the expression of deep regret; but, if it be a 
measure of the Govt. I think they must be judicially blinded. 

I had Concluded that the Union of the Provinces wd. at once have 
led to my recall; & as the Govt. is aware that I am of opinion it is an un- 
wise measure, I think they wd. do right to relieve me by an officer whose 
sentimts. coincide more entirely with their own. It wd. be highly 
acceptable to me to be employed elsewhere. The state of the Country 
I will not say is hopeless—for, all is in the hands of unerring wisdom— 
but, nothing can be more gloomy than our prospects—and, as I mentioned 
to you in a former letter, I believe many of those who formerly wd. not 
hear of any change, wd. now acquiesce in any measure that held out a 
prospect of tranquillity. 

Situated as Upper Canada is, on the borders of a growing & jealous 
Republic, with a weak government, there can be no permant. security 
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unless the Country be placed in a far better state of defence, & our ranks 
recruited by extensive Emigration Whenever there may be the 
slightest internal Commotion in this Country, there are thousands of 
Vagabonds ready to rush across & settle the differences of the people.— 
I believe there are many persons in the States who from various causes 
desire to avoid War with Great Britain; but, it is beyond all possible 
question that from various considerations they unanimously desire to 
free the Canadas from Monarchical Supremacy.— 

It is upon some such fixed principle, that our Govt. ought to act, 
& either to strengthen or abandon the Canadas. No people can be 
expected to continue to live in such feverish excitemt. 


[Lorp] Firzroy [J. H.] SomerseT TO ArTHUR: A.L.S. 2p. 


Horse Guards, |London.| 

I have had the pleasure to submit to Lord Hill your letter of the 27: 
Ultimo, inclosing the extract of a dispatch from the Secretary of State, 
and I am desired to inform you that He perused with the greatest satis- 
faction a document conveying such unqualified Approbation of Your 
Conduct and so full an assurance of the Marquess of Normanby’s de- 
termination to afford you the utmost support in his power. 

Such a declaration of the sentiments of the Secretary of State cannot 
fail to be most flattering to your feelings, and to operate as an encourage- 
ment to you to persevere in a course which has been recognized by the 
highest Ministerial Authority as that which ought to be pursued. 


[Lorp] Firzroy [J. H.] Somerset To ArTHUR: A.L.S. 2p. 


Horse Guards, |London.| 
[Acknowledges letter of July 26 and expresses thanks for kindness 
shown to Mr. Boys.] 


[UPPER CANADA. EXECUTIVE CounciL]: M. 5p. 


Toronto. 
Government House, Toronto, 
Tuesday, 20th. August 1839. 
Present 
His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor 
In Council 

His Excellency was pleased to lay before the Council, a correspondence 
which passed between Colonel Worth—United States Army, and Captain 
Sandom, Royal Navy—on the subject of a demand made by Com- 
mander Fowell of Her Majesty’s Schooner Montreal, upon the American 
Steam Boat St. Lawrence, to shew her colours on approaching the British 
shore and Her Majesty’s armed vessel. 

The right of the Officer, Commanding an Armed Vessel, to demand 
the exhibition of the Flag of any ship approaching the position, on which 
his vessel is moored within the British Waters, appears to be unquestion- 
able. The Council regret however, that the demand was made in this 
instance, or attempted to be inforced by the firing of musket shots 
ahead of the St. Lawrence. 

The Council do not desire to express any opinion on the facts of the 
case as reported by Commander Fowell, or asserted by Colonel Worth— 
The Council are of opinion, that the placing guards of the United States 
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Troops on Board the Steam Boats on the St. Lawrence, besides the 
protection from injury from the British side, which Colonel Worth 
appears to think necessary, will have the certain good effect of saving 
the same Vessels from being forcibly taken possession of by lawless 
brigands from the American shore, for the purpose of making incursions 
on the British Territories; and the Council think Captain Sandom might, 
without any impropriety, express his satisfaction at a resolution of 
Colonel Wo1th,—to place guards on board the American Steam Boats, 
as it would of course, remove all suspicion or uneasiness, when their 
Vessels approach Her Majesty’s Ships, or the shores of Upper Canada. 


ARTHUR TO HEAD: LB.3, p. 57-58. 


Govt. House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

The Secy. of State has forwarded me yr. letter touching yr. salary in 
wh. you acquit Lord Normanby & Lord Glenelg of being the ‘guilty 
cause” of delay & I fear therefore you must intend to further it upon me. 

Hear my defence— _ Ld. Glenelg’s despatch of April 1838 instructed 
me to propose to the House that any addl. salary prospectively granted 
should be extended to you. I thought the Despatch was so worded 
that it wd. not be agreeable to you that it shd. go to the House, and, 
therefore I sent a short Message. In the mean time, Lord Normanby 
directed me, at yr. instance, not “‘for the present at least’”’ to communicate 
the Despatch to the House.— But the Bill proceeded, & except for a 
most unpardonable error, wh. the Speaker has explained to you, all wd. 
have been right. What however, was I to do under such a mistake— 
the only authority I had to advance the Money having been in fact 
cancelled, & the Bill, as it did pass, being “‘reserved”’ I have remained 
myself to this hour upon precisely the same salary £3000 as you drew 
without any Military pay or allowances of any kind, & the consequence 
is that I am spending at least £1500 a year beyond my salary. I have 
this day issued an Instruction to the Provincial Secy. to prepare a warrant 
in favor of yr. agent. 

Yr. Narrative may probably do good in England; but it speedily 
brought upon me here Mr. Geo. Ridout & many others & embarrassed 
me at the close of the Session most exceedingly. 

The damage, however, yr. Narrative has done is nothing compared 
with Lord Durham’s report— A spark was enough to set the Com- 
munity in flames, but the High Commissioner has by his ‘‘responsible 
govt. Scheme” thrown a fire brand amongst the People. 

The Report has set all the Reformers & Republicans in motion again, 
& whilst they were cautious under Mackenzie’s banner, they are exceed- 
ingly bold under the Earl of Durham’s Colors. 

The situation of the Country is lamentable & I much fear the worst 
is to come.— 


[Str] J[oHN] GARDINER TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 3p. 


H{orse] Guards, |London.| 

I have but a moment to give you a line, finding that a Despatch is 
just going off to America from the Coll. Offce— I have recd yours of 
the 29th Ulto. and I am truly surprised to find that my letters to you 
have not come to hand—having entrusted them to your friend Stephens 
[z.e. James Stephen ?], and He has just told me that He had forwarded 
them— _ I have not time to enter upon the Subject of them but I trust 
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you have er[t] this recd them— You will learn by this oppty no doubt 
that Poulet Thomson is appd to succeed Lord Durham— it appears to 
me there is a question whether Sir J Colborne will be induced to remain— 
I believe they will propose it to him & urge it strongly— I hope they 
may succeed— Let us hear from you— God bless you... 

[P.S.] I do not think your Son should turn his thoughts to India— 
unless He can get upon the Staff[.] 


J. B. RoBInson To ArtHuR: A.L.S. 4p. 


London. 

My luck was better than I had ventured to anticipate, in getting by 
the return of the Great Western a reply to the letter which she took 
out— When I heard the British Queen was to leave New York on the 
same day with the other, I feared I had no chance of hearing from you, 


the rapid approach of an unpleasant season, that would have been 
vexatious— Your Excellency’s letter happily & unexpectedly relieved 
me, and I am sure I need not say how fully satisfactory, & how kind, & 
considerate I felt it to be, for it was evidently intended to be so, and such 
intentions so sincerely acted upon can seldom fail in their effect— For 
the very gratifying terms in which your letter to Ld. Normanby was 
written I can not sufficiently thank you— _ I fear they were much above 
what I can have deserved, though it has ever been my desire to be as 
useful as possible—& in whatever proportion the effect may have come 
short of the intention, I earnestly hope the future may compensate for— 
I write very hastily, having but a short time to make up my packet in. 
The bag goes to day—& I have only just seen Ld. Normanby, which it 
was necessary to do before I could write at all conclusively. 

I was at Brighton with my family when I got your Excellcy’s letter— 
I can not say that it lessened my difficulty— On the contrary by very 
kindly leaving the decision with myself as to the necessity of applying 
for leave—it left me to settle all conflicting considerations according to 
my own conscientious opinion— I never was so puzzled about any 
thing, as I was about leaving Canada— If I had had no one to care for 
but myself (so far as health was important) I should not have balanced 
for a moment, but should have staid—but from all that has since oc- 
curred, I am convinced that I should have decided very unfortunately— 

When I got your Excellency’s letter at Brighton I wrote to Ld. 
Normanby a letter of which I enclose a Copy, as well as of his Lordship’s 
answer.— I thought it best to make him aware that staying or going I 
could never assist in his Union bill— I wrote to Dr. Prout a very 
eminent physician who had recently attended me asking him “whether 
he thought that my continuing longer in this Country was so material 
to my future health, as to make it desirable for me to ask for an extension 
of my leave, which I was unwilling to do without sufficient reason’’— 
I inclose his answer— Dr. Holland & Sir agile Brodie had can a 
me, the latter principally since my arriv 
effect I also inclose— Dr. Holland being ee as he fe me, qth 
Ld. Normanby said if there was a doubt about my staying he w ould like 
to write directly to himself on the subject, as he thought it most un- 


advisable that I should return in my present state— Anxious to be 
able to write to you on this subject by the G. Western, I called on Ld. 
Normanby just now & left these papers with him— He is perfectly 


reasonable & kind on the subject, & told me that there could be no doubt 
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as to what I ought to do, & that I had only to make the necessary official 
application— It rests therefore now only with myself—& I believe I 
shall remain— On any public ground I should not. Whether I shall 
be of essential service at the present juncture here depends so much on 
circumstances that I should not be governed by any anticipation on 
that head— My proper public duties, are of another kind & could not 
be postponed for the sake of any other public service or interest, except 
at the call of the Provincial or Home Government, & tho’ I shall most 
certainly, if I stay, do all the good I can, I should feel it more agreeable 
to rest my absence on the ground of ill health than on any expectation of 
being more useful here, under the particular circumstances of the time— 
Indeed as to future prospects I see nothing certain, nothing that I can 
found calculation upon—nothing, decidedly that can be adopted safely, 
as a reason for any one’s movements— _ If I stay, I can examine carefully 
the merits of the proposed bill, & may frame one upon another plan, for 
consideration—but I am not sure that we shall have the present Admn. 
in office next Session—& not sure that at any rate they may not prefer 
leaving things in statu quo another year— 

With respect to the approaching Session in Canada, I think it exceed- 
ingly important that both Houses should act judiciously—but on a 
question of this kind I should despair of being very useful— Where 
private schemes & intents are consulted, I have too often found that a 
kind of out of door practice & persuasion is resorted to, which I am not 
the person to combat with— I rely only upon open discussion in my 
place— I have never attempted any thing more & if I were to attempt 
it, I should fail— 

As to the Courts of Justice—I do fear some inconvenience, tho I fear 
[z.e. hope ?] none, would occur— _ I know Mr Mc.Aulay [sic] will make no 
difficulties, & therefore none ought to be unfairly thrown upon him— 
His health has been shaken, I trust not seriously— Mr. Sherwood I 
know is not certain as to what he can go through with, my other two 
brothers I hope & believe are in the enjoyment of good health— 

As I have a few words to say on other points I will leave these subjects 
till the Queen sails—about a week hence— 

The discharge of the prisoners was as I have before stated not the 
act of the Col. Depart— _ It was decidedly not called for by any neces- 
sity—or any real difficulty that could not easily have been removed— 

The publication of Your Excellcys dispatches was not (I think judi- 
cious). In this respect the Govt. has long acted unwisely & unfairly— 
and their want of consideration can only be obviated by the Lt. 
Governor’s drawing a clear distinction between his confidential letters & 
others—& I would write on the former, “‘not to be published|.]’’ The 
Colonial Governors must write, where people who are together would 
talk & there is no more reason for publishing all he writes—than for 
printing all that he would say if he had the Secretary of State by his side— 

The Bishop goes out next month— _ I was at his Consecration— I 
met Fitzgibbon to day— No progress has been made by him yet|.] 


[Enclosures:] 
1839 
Aug. 16 
[J. B. RoBINson] TO NORMANBY: L. 3p. 


Brighton. 
I take the liberty of writing to your Lordship privately 
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rather than officially, not only because the subject is in a great 
measure personal, but because I imagine (I hope not errone- 
ously) that it may be more agreeable to your Lordship that 
I should do so at least in the first instance— My leave of 
absence expires about the end of next month[.] I came to 
England upon the earnest written recommendation of three 
Physicians who had attended me during a severe illness— 
The object of my coming here has been so far attained that I 
find my health much improved by the relaxation from business, 
and by the opportunity I have enjoyed of acting under the 
best medical advice— Within the last two months particu- 
larly I have been sensible of a decided improvement— The 
very experienced Physician whom I have last consulted, 
assures me that it is of consequence that I should be for some 
time longer under his observation, and I am so well aware of 
this, that I should not hesitate to incur much private incon- 
venience in order to secure the advantage; in the hope that I 
might have the better chance of a perfect restoration to 
health— 

Public employments, however, are attended with obliga- 
tions of public duty, and where these demand sacrifices we 
must be content to make them— _ I did not therefore resolve 
upon applying for any further extension of leave until the 
period for my return should be near, when I could better judge 
both of the necessity and propriety— In the mean time it 
has become evident that Legislation respecting the future 
government of Upper Canada would be suspended until the 
next Session—and it was satisfactory to me under those 
circumstances to find that there would be yet time for me to 
hear from the Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada after he 
should be fully acquainted with the actual state of things— 

The Great Western has brought me a letter from Sir 
George Arthur who writes with great kindness and considera- 
tion, and in a manner that relieved me from difficulty, so far 
as the Government of the Colony is concerned—to this extent 
at least, that it assures me of the friendly acquiescence of the 
Lieutenant Governor in whatever course I may really think 
it necessary to take[.] 

My inclination is to ask for a further extension of leave till 
the Spring, because I think it very desirable as respects my 
health[.] I should thereby avoid a return to laborious and 
harassing duties before I may be fully equal to resuming 
them—and because it is my belief that in the present very 
peculiar juncture as respects Canada I may not improbably 
be of greater service to the Colony by being in England than 
I could be otherwise— 

Your Lordship however will judge of this latter point— 
with every disposition (as I am convinced from the constant 
tenor of Your Lordship’s communications with me) to give me 
credit for a sincere desire to be useful to the Government and 
to the Province of which I am inhabitant, and at the same 
time with a knowledge that the measure of uniting the Prov- 
inces of Upper Canada [sic], which Her Majesty’s Government 
has suggested is one which I am strongly opposed to, and upon 
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such grounds that there is no probability of my opinion re- 
specting it undergoing a change. 

My intention in writing this letter to [your] Lordship is 
to ascertain in the manner that I suppose may be most con- 
venient to you whether an application for an extension of 
leave until the Spring would be thought unreasonable, and 
whether Your Lordship would find it difficult to comply with 

I should have gone to London rather than write if I thought 
Your Lordship would have preferred it—and I will either do 
so or will write officially on the subject of this letter, if Your 
Lordship desires it— In the mean time I shall be much 
obliged by Your Lordship’s favoring me with some intimation 
of your sentiments with as little delay as may be convenient— 

[On the same sheet appears item 875.] 


[ 875 ] 1839 
Aug. 19 
NorMANBY TO [J. B. Rosinson]: L. 


Downing Street, |London.| {Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I should be very unwilling to make any objections to that, 
which should be thought necessary for your perfect restoration 
to health—being aware that when re-established it will be 
employed in a manner the most beneficial to your Country— 
But as you are too important a personage for your protracted 
leave of absence not to be subject of public observation, I 
should wish that in applying for the extension you desire, that 
you would put prominently forward the medical opinion on 
which you found your application— 

[The above appears on the same sheet as item 874.] 


[ 876 ] 1839 
Aug. 23 
H[ENRyY] HoLtanp: M. 


[Place not stated.| 

The Chief Justice of Upper Canada having previously 
consulted me regarding his general health, has again asked my 
opinion explicitly, as to the question of his immediate return 
to Upper Canada— 

My opinion on this subject is entirely in conformity with 
that given by Dr. Prout—and I deem it very important for 
the thorough establishment of his health, under symptoms 
which neglected might become a cause of much future distréss, 
that he should not immediately resume active duties under a 
mode of life which would in all likelihood be injurious to these 
particular symptoms— 

[On the same sheet appear items 877 and 878.| 


[8ir | 1839 
Aug. 23 
[Sir] B. C. Bropiz: M. 


| Place not stated.| 
The Chief Justice of Upper Canada has been here for some 
time under my care, on account of a disease which requires 
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very serious attention, and which is likely to be aggravated if 


he returns at once to a sedentary life— I have advised him 
therefore if possible, to remain for some time longer in this 
Country— 


[The above appears on the same sheet as items 876 and 878.] 


1839 
Aug. 23 
WI[ILLIAM] Prout: M. 


[Place not stated.| 

In reply to your letter in which you ask me whether I think 
that your continuing longer in this country is so material to 
your future health as to make it desirable for you to ask for 
an extension of your leave; I beg to state that in my opinion, 
the affection under which you labour, is likely to be much 
aggravated by immediate return to sedentary employment; 
and that I think it is very material to your future health that 
you should continue longer in this country under such medical 
treatment as your case may render necessary— 

[The above appears on the same sheet as items 876 and 877.] 


ARTHUR TO COLBORNE: LB.2, p. 113-114. 


Govt. House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

Having observed the progress of the Lower Canada Bill in parliament, 
and the evident impression entertained that it was to be worked by you, 
I have been anxiously hoping that I shd. have had the satisfaction to 
hear that the idea of appointing a successor to you was at least for the 
present, abandoned. Whilst the existing Governmt. is continued no 
Person can possibly be so competent to administer it as yourself—& I 
think it certain that on yr. departure the Canadians & sympathizers will 
strike another blow for independence. 

I cannot divest myself of the hope that something will lead to a 
postponement of Any change at least for another year. 

However whilst things are so uncertain, I am anxious to make a 
request. 

Colonel Fraser some weeks since told me that he expected to be 
immediately gazetted out of the army. 

Major Reid’s papers are gone home to sell out & Capt. Markham is 
to succeed—in either of these vacancies I intended to have begged of you 
to think of Major Bloomfield. 

I assure you I require efficient assistance very much; for, altho’ 
nothing if I can avoid it, shall lead me to complain to Colonel Forster’s [7.e, 
Foster’s] injury yet, believe me, it is hard work to get on. A Younger 
and more energetic man is much required in the Adjutant Genls. 
Departmt.—and, if any thing serious shd. again take place this fall I 


know not what I shall do. 
If you can aid me in this I am sure you will kindly do so.— 


ARTHUR TO COLBORNE: LB.2, p. 115-117. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 
I think it proper you shd. know that the rumours & indications of 
further troubles in progress in this Country are encreasing|.] 
Since the Earl of Durham’s report was extensively circulated in 
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Upper Canada, a still more feverish desire for changes in the Institutions 
of the country have been manifested and it can admit of no question 
that there is a large body of people in this Province extremely disaffected 
to Great Britain and who would overthrow the country if they could. 
Except perhaps the Eastern District, there is no portion of the Province 
free from extensive disaffection—and that anxious apprehension that 
something disastrous is to happen which always precedes public com- 
motions is daily gaining ground— 

The general impression as far as I can trace it, is given in a letter 
which lately fell into the hands of government written by a school master 
at Whitby to his friends in the United States— _ I enclose an extract for 
your perusal. The statements on oath made by Moon have increased 
the excitement which before existed and Colonel Love writes me from 
London that there is considerable apprehension alive again in that 
quarter. In the course of a conversation I lately had with Major 
General Brady U.S. Army I found it to be his opinion that the feeling 
in favor of the Patriot cause was not abated, and he informed me it was 
his opinion that we shd. have further troubles at the close of the navi- 
gation if not before. Two officers of the U.S. Artillery—the one stationed 
at Fort Niagara & the other at Buffalo—called upon me two days since 
& informed me they had strong grounds to believe that further plots 
were in agitation[,] an opinion wh. they formed from many circumstances 
wh. had attracted their observation amongst the people known as 
patriots. The Americans are putting Fort Niagara in a much better 
state & a large body of workmen are employed upon it—in the meantime 
the troops are withdrawn from the Fort— 

In consequence of Commander Fowell’s having fired at the “St Law- 
rence’ American Steamer, Col. Worth by order of Major Genl. Scott, 
has put an officer and twenty five men on board each of the Steamers— 

The anxious solicitude of the community is wearing & painful, but 
it is impossible to determine what dependence is to be placed on the 
information we receive. I think however there is enough to increase 
our vigilence [szc] & that it wd. be right, by quiet preparation to avoit 
[sic] the excitemt. wh. took place in the end of October of last year & 
whatever stores are destined for the Upper Province had better be sent 
up before the close of the season. You will observe by our return of the 
Militia Force that none of the Incorporated Corps are complete to the 
500, no effort having been made to complete them for some months past. 
There are you will be aware a supply of arms new pattern in store at 
Kingston of the best kind—these were issued to the Militia when the 
affair at Prescott took place & were again returned into store. Do you 
think it wd. be desirable to issue these arms to the Regts. of the line, & 
to reserve those in possession of the regular corps for the Militia— If 
it can be done consistently with Ordnance Regulations I shd. think it 
very desirable— 

I found a good deal of sickness in the 34th. & 85th. on the Western 
frontier and the Hospital accommodation is very bad. Dr. Short’s 
Report will be forwarded through the Quarter Master Genl’s Department. 

I sincerely wish we cd. bring away the 85th. from Sandwich alto- 
gether—but as the three companies are weak would it not in point of 
strength be reducing the regular force there beyond what you intended if 
one company were no[w] withdrawn— 

[Enclosure lacking. ] 
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ArtuHurR To Lieut Cot. [J. B. B.] Estcourt: LB.2, p. 117-118. 


Govt. House, Toronto. [Marked “‘Private’’.] 

I have been so much occupied as not to have had one disposable 
moment to acknowledge yr. note of the 21st. inst. 

What I mentioned to you at the Clifton was just this—that for a 
considerable time I expected to hear of yr. getting an unattached Lt. 
Colonelcy, and kept open the appointmt. of Civil Secretary intendg. to 
offer it to you. Some time afterwards, I thought you might have been 
beneficially employed on the Staff—&, then, latterly I was desirous that 
you shd. have been retained in the Command of the Niagara District. 

I cannot put my hand upon Sir J. Colborne’s reply to my first 
Letter—extracts from those of a more recent date I enclose, & you will 
perceive he was most kindly disposed in the matter— You will under- 
stand they are extracts from private notes; but, of course, you can thank 
him if you wish to do so for his intended kindness. 

Be so good as to dismiss from yr. thoughts that you have any thing 
to thank me for— My Movemt. was, in the first instance—selfish! 
By being of any service to you, I knew I shd. gratify my dr. friend 
Doctor Yonge, &, by so doing, I gratified myself. 

The desire afterwards that you shd. retain the command on the 
Frontier was exclusively, founded on “‘the good of the public service’; 
as I felt confident, had occasion called for energy & talent in the defence 
of that portion of the Province you wd. have displayed them both. 

As things are, I presume, you will be expected to take charge of the 
depdt—& you may consider yrself. at liberty to move as soon as you 
please. 

Shd. you proceed down the St. Lawrence,:Lady Arthur joins me in 
the hope that Mrs. Estcourt & yrself. will pay us a visit on yr. way... 

P.S. From what has passed between Sir J. Colborne & myself, I 
rather expected to have heard from him on the arrival of Major Furlong 
[z.e. Forlong.].— 

[Enclosures lacking.] 


W([ILLIA]M WoopRUFFE TO FRANCIS HIN{[c|ks. 


[See item 1087.] 


ARTHUR TO THE REvp. AucT. VERVALS: Df.L. 4p. 


Government House, {Toronto.| 

I have received your letter dated the 17th: Inst., in which you express 
yourself hurt at my apparent incivility in not receiving you, when you 
did me the favour to call upon me at Amherstburgh [svc]. 

Permit me to thank you for having written to me upon the subject, 
because it affords me the opportunity, of which I avail myself with 
pleasure, of at once assuring you that nothing could possibly have been 
further from my intention, than to have been wanting in respect or 
attention towards any person, much less towards a clergyman. 

I remember perfectly well, you did me the favour to call when I was 
on the very point of leaving Amherstburgh, and Colonel Airey, who 
mentioned that you had done so, added, that it was merely a visit of 
compliment;— I begged him to express my thanks, but to excuse my 
seeing you, until my next visit to Amherstburgh. Not a moment before, 
I had excused myself, on the name of some other gentleman being an- 
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nounced, and was obliged abruptly to conclude the interview with the 
gentlemen who were with me:—my engagement at Sandwich, whither I 
was proceeding, was a pressing one,— I was particularly anxious not 
to be late, and I literally had not an instant at my disposal. 

Of your anxious solicitude for the welfare of the soldiers and children, 
who are under your spiritual charge, I feel the fullest assurance; and am 
sorry to find that you are not receiving any suitable compensation for 
your labours.— 

Reiterating my assurance that no disrespect was, for a moment, 
intended, I beg you will believe that I shall be most happy to strengthen 
your hands, and to encourage you in the labours of your important 
office by every means in my power, if you will have the goodness to point 
out how they can be made acceptable. 

[Endorsed in pencil: ‘‘Will Miss Arthur oblige me by writing this in 
a good distinct hand?—GA”’.] 


COLBORNE TO ARTHUR: L.S. 8p. 


Government House, Montreal. 

I have received your letter of the 19th. inst written on your return 
from your tour of Inspection. 

The lamentable imprudence in bringing on the question of responsible 
Government has greatly increased your difficulties and mine. I hope 
however by defining the term, and shewing the absurdity of the scheme 
as proposed by Lord Durham, we may yet convince the loyal portion of 
the Provinces that the Governor and his Council can only be responsible 
to the Imperial Government— I think that a Court of impeachment 
should be constituted in the Colony, for the trial of public Officers, or 
delinquents accused by the Legislative Council, or the House of Assembly, 
so that when charges are brought forward against a public servant his 
case may be disposed of in the Colony without reference to the Home 
Government— 

This Control probably would satisfy some parties now beating up 
for a more responsible Government— 

I have forwarded to Lord Normanby my suggestions in respect to 
an amended Bill for reuniting the Provinces, and have condemned the 
one before the House of Commons as a Complex and impracticable 
scheme which will shock, and irritate the firm friends of our Institutions— 

I have read attentively all the depositions made by Moon. and the 
information obtained by Dr. Bethune in regard to the aims expected 
from the Patriots on the other side of the Lake— _ I have no doubt that 
Moon believes to be true what he has stated, and that the rebels and 
Brigands on both sides of the Lake are deceiving each other as to their 
organization and preparations; but it is to be observed that much of what 
he has revealed he has heard from others— 

With respect to the distribution of our regular force I am most 
anxious to impress on you all that I stated last year upon the subject 
of keeping Regiments as closely together as possible— I should not 
wish one or two Companies to be detached to a village or Town where 
they can not be speedily supported— 

If any serious affair should be apprehended a weak detachment 
would be of little use, and it might meet with a check which would pro- 
duce the worst effect— 

If large bodies of Rebels were to assemble at Brighton or Cobourg, 
two Regiments would be sent from Toronto and Kingston, in Steam 
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Vessels; and as long as the inhabitants are confident that we have a 
sufficient disposable force to protect them, it is much better to keep the 
troops concentrated at some distance than to make the Red Coats too 
common by detaching them— I have desired Colonel Oldfield to 
proceed to Presq’Isle to look at that Harbour, but I am of opinion that 
an armed schooner stationed at that Port would answer the purpose of 
defence better than a block house and give more confidence— 


COLBORNE TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 6p. 


Montreal. 

I have heard nothing more upon the subject of the contemplated 
change in the Government, to which I alluded in my letter of the 7th inst. 

The probability has been only mentioned to me in a private letter; 
but I could not with propriety, or justice to myself, refrain from com- 
municating this information, to certain persons in the Province, who 
might be expecting an activity on my part which my doubtful position 
will not admit of— However, all remains unsettled at present. 

I have acquainted Lord Normanby, that in this Province the British 
Population earnestly desire the Union, and that the French Canadians 
are less averse to it than they were; that to the Eastward of the Bay [of] 
Quinte the Districts, in Upper Canada, are in favor also of a scheme for 
reuniting the Provinces, but to the Westward the Inhabitants are much 
divided in opinion upon that subject. I have informed him that the 
changes proposed in the Bill, or any changes which are considered as 
departing widely from the Constitution of 1791, will irritate and shock 
the Loyal, while their opponents will not be appeased by the concession; 
that in Upper Canada the great mass of the People profess to be con- 
tented with their constitution, they complain only that their commercial 
views enterprize and prosperity have been interrupted and menaced by 
a factious House of Assembly in the Lower Province, and require the 
intervention of the Imperial Parliament to protect their interests in 
future; that Government have been called on therefore to promote the 
experimental measure of a Union as the only remedy for the evils to which 
the Provinces are at present exposed,—and that I recommend that no 
projects or details should appear in the Bill which are not essentially 
necessary to enable the experimental Provincial Parliament to commence 
their work of Legislation, and to facilitate the administration of the 
Government in the Western Districts; and that if it be expedient to 
extend the elective Institutions of the Colony, to let such alterations be 
accomplished and worked out by the Provincial Parliament after it is set 
in motion and tried— 

The Commissioners appointed to examine the disputed Territory have 
commenced their labours, by starting from Fredericton to the Mada- 
waska Falls. They will proceed Eastward to the Connecticut, then 
Westward to the Bay of Chaleur, cross to the North Bank of the St Law- 
rence, then to Quebec, Montreal, Niagara, and then homeward. It is 
stated that we have a better case then the Americans generally suppose— 

Governor Fairfield has continued his encroachments, and has con- 
structed Redouts on the Aristook, and near Fish River not withstanding 
his agreement. 
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ARTHUR TO COLONEL [CHARLES] CHICHESTER: LB.2, p. 118-119. 


Govt. House, Toronto. {Marked ‘“‘Private’’.] 

I have recd. the following reply fiom Sir John Colborne... [Quotes 
the third and fourth paragraphs of item 858 with slight variations.] 

You can now judge for yrself. & I shall be happy to promote yr. 
wishes.— 

Brockville & Prescott are perhaps more in the world but, if we have 
any difficulties this season, wh. I really think will be the case—can you 
be better posted than where you are?— 

Before Sir John goes I wd. recommend you to apply to Lord Hill for 
a Regt.—if you transmit yr. application thro’ me, I will do my best to 
promote yr. object generally—tho’ I cd. not do it particularly when the 
vacancy occurred in the 32nd. Regt. I have reasons for throwing out 
this suggestion—but I do so quite confidentially. 


ARTHUR TO COLBORNE: LB.2, p. 121. 


Government House, Toronto. 

I do yet sincerely hope and trust that you may at least see out the 
next winter with us—but in the expectation of yr. probable departure, 
I cannot avoid saying that there are many persons in this Province who 
wd. be rejoiced to see Lady Colborne & yrself. once more before your 
final departure from Canada— Will you therefore with your family 
kindly consent to pay usa short visit? If you cd. only remain ten days, 
it wd. be a great satisfaction to us, & I sincerely believe that it wd. be 
attended with some political advantage. 

Lady Arthur unites with me in assuring Lady Colborne that we shall 
be delighted to see her & all the family— I will with pleasure proceed so 
far as Cornwall to receive you. 


ARTHUR TO COLONEL [J. F.] Love: LB.2, p. 119-120. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I enquired about the Arms immediately on my return to Toronto, & 
found the Ordnance made a difficulty—then I wrote to Sir J. Colborne 
recommendg. it—but have no Answer— 

I also wrote respectg. Major Bloomfield & trust I shall get his ser- 
vices in some way or other. 

Yr. recommendation of Mr. Todd I have approved tho’, I fear, it is 
rather irregular, & will be followed by complaints from those who will be 
disappointed—there being a strong recommendation in favor of another 
gentleman. 

Considerg. yr. claim to be so just & reasonable, I forwarded your 
letter with one from myself— A copy is enclosed for your perusal— 
It will, I trust, succeed—if not, I have the satisfaction to reflect that I 
have done my best—tho’ no more than is yr. due. My plan is to take 
out of every Officer who serves with me as much as I can, &, in return, 
to do the best I can to promote his interest in every way. 

I have begged Sir John & Lady Colborne to pay us a short visit 
before their departure—if they come to Toronto I think you wd. be glad 
to take Leave of yr. old chief, a better soldier & more amiable man you 
will never serve under... 

P.S. Allow me to ask did you ever write to yr. friend at Sandhurst 
respectg. my dr. Boy Edward who I want to have well looked after & 
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kept in the best possible discipline? 
[Enclosure lacking. ] 


COLBORNE To ARTHUR: L.S. 2p. 


Government House, Montreal. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s 
letter of the 23d. inst. No. 30, enclosing a communication for Lieutt. 
Jones of the 43d. Regiment, which, however, I have not forwarded, with 
reference to the latter part of your letter; as I consider that he may still 
be usefully employed in superintending the embarkation of the Prisoners. 
He will remain at Quebec until further Orders. 


[Str] R. [W.] GarpInerR To Artuur: A.L.S. 4p. 


Claremont. 

I cannot let a Packet go without offering every man of you my hearty 
condolence on the nomination of Mr Pow Thompson [i.e. Thomson]—to 
succeed Colborne! What next? But there is nothing in the extrava- 
gance or folly of Whiggery that surprizes now— _ Deplore their mischief 
we may—but after their course of reckless and fatal Government one 
can no longer be surprized at any thing they do. I should fear this last 
gratuitous folly will lose us Canada. If Colborne gives it up, I don’t 
know what can save it. I hope it will not annoy or affect you in any 
way... 

[Regrets his son Lynedoch’s departure from Toronto and from “‘the 
civilization that he must derive from being admitted to Lady Arthurs 
Home—” Trusts the Arthurs will visit Claremont ‘‘some day or other 
not very distant—’’| 


~o. FOX TO ARTHURS ALLS. -10p. 


Washington. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I have delayed for a great deal too long a time answering your kind 
and obliging private letter brought to me by your son Captain Arthur.— 
Pray do not think for a moment that I had any regret, still less any 
feeling of disapproval, at your being able to pardon and send back to 
their Country, more of the American prisoners than I had at first thought 
could prudently be done.— I assure you that one of my chief motives 
for writing in so strong a sense as I did, (having at the time sent a copy 
of my letter home,) was in order to give you as much support as I could 
from this quarter, in the very delicate and arduous position in which you 
were placed.— The whole course of your government appears to me to 
have been in the highest degree creditable to you; and I can well appreci- 
ate many of its difficulties,—difficulties which I am afraid some of the 
infatuated proceedings in Parliament are not calculated to diminish.— 
The worst obstacle which meets me tacitly at every step in my own course 
of duty here, is the impression upon the minds of the Americans that we 
are not in earnest resolved to retain the North American Provinces; and 
unfortunately it does not rest with any of H. M. servants on this side of 
the_atlantic to remove that impression.— 

I shall be anxious to hear whether you expect another campaign with 
the brigands and sympathizers during the next season.— The rumours 
on this side are again beginning to be current, but | am inclined to think 
we shall hear of nothing more serious this time than isolated crimes, and 
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provocations to retaliation— The U. S. Government, it is true, are not 
a bit stronger than before to restrain their citizens, but the state of 
preparation in the Provinces, and the examples of last year, will I think 
prove a security.— 

The President and several of his Ministers are now visiting the 
frontier:—when they return, I will acquaint you with any information 
of value which they may communicate to me:—the man whose reports 
I shall attach the most credit to, is Mr: Poinsett the Minister of war.— 

I will shortly again write to you, both upon the subject of the Brock- 
ville affair, and upon some other matters the subject of your last com- 
munications— I send the present letter, and some accompanying 
despatches, by the hands of Mr: Mc.Tavish H. M. Consul at Baltimore, 
who is going in a few days to Montreal, from whence he will forward 
them to you.— 

I beg to assure you that I was deeply gratified by the flattering and 
obliging terms in which my proceedings here were mentioned by the 
Provincial Parliament, both in the answer to your message which com- 
municated the correspondence, and subsequently in the special report of 
the Committee— If there is any correct way in which you can com- 
municate to them how highly I appreciate their approval of my conduct, 
I trust to your being good enough to do so.— I return to you many 
thanks for your kind invitation to Toronto and Niagara. I live in hopes 
of some time or other visiting both, but not I am afraid during this 
summer or autumn. 


NORMANBY TO [ARTHUR]: A.L.S. 2p. 


Downing Street, |London.| [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I cannot quit this office and enter upon my duties at the Home 
Department without again assuring you of the satisfaction I have 
derived from the whole tenor of our correspondence public & private 
and of the interest which our short official connexion has caused me to 
feel in your future success and individual welfare[.] 


WILLIAMS SANDOM TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 4p. 


Kingston. |Marked ‘“‘Private’’.] 

The Officer I sent with my note to Col Worth as your Excellency 
recommended has just returned and informs me he breakfasted this 
Morning at Col Worth’s in Co. with the President (Mr. Van Buren) 
and part of his family— The president left Sacketts Harbour on board 
the Oneida for Oswego at 10 this mg from whence after reviewing the 
Troops tomorrow, he proceeds to Lewistown [sic] to be there at Church- 
time on Sunday. 

He arrived at Sacketts yesterday reviewed the Troops and slept at 
Watertown— Col Worth desired My Officer to say they fully expected 
the Marshall of the State would retake Kelley [sic] as they had inform- 
ation of his movements. 

Col Worth in reply to my note, said the correspondence had been 
referred to the U.S. Governmt with whom the affair rested— My 
Officer was desired not to wait any answer to the letter entrusted to him, 
but Col Worth was so urgent that he should wait till the president re- 
turned this morning, that he did so, and soon afterwards received the 
note of Col Worth in reply to mine— 


J- B. Roemssos to Noewssexy- ALS 2%» 


My leave of absence expires at the end of next month, when [ shall 
have bees twelve mouths from Upper Canada 

The derangement of my health under witch I have been suffering = 
i some degree remedied Det is not overcome: and the benefit which I 
have recerved. particularity withm the lest two months, mekes me desirous 
of remanumg longer under the seme medical attendance by which I eve 


proited— 

I Rave been under the care of Sr Beng Brodie. sce my arrival. and 
Rave cerastonally consulted Drs. Prout & Hollzad— Your Lordship 
will fod from: the pepers witch I mclose that & is thoweht by them tw be 
Wery mister! tm mey fotore health that I should not rete wm Canad 
this year. @ & cen be avorce— 

Ip several respects & would be meomvesient to me t remem oll the 
Sorme, and I cam sot but fear that it might be attended with some Gis 
advantage to the pubite service. but | feel myself comstramed t mak= 
every effort for the re-estabitsimest of my health. and believinc & to be 
wery adviseble for that end that | should remem longer. # possible I 
Vemture to appiy to your Lordsimp for 2 second renewal of oy leave. for 
sm montis— Hf & sid be granted. & & my mtentoe © spend what 
remams of the mild season mm aa escursion with oy family, and tm Ive 
the remainder of the tame m or near London, m order t avail myself of 
the advice of the emment physicians whom [I have ther consulted — 

Bat &@ Your Lordsitp bes regsom to comciude that fom any cause af 
winch I mezy met be aware amy serious jury & the public service may be 
eccasiomed by omy longer absence. and that my mmedizie Him Em 2 
measure mecessary. then I bee thar Your Lordship will not sufer yourself 
te be embarrassed by tits request for | wil not @ Get Ge press 
application. but will reactly take the course winch my public daty may 
seem to the Govt. regure— 

[Enclosures referred tp are apparentiy items 876-878] 


a ]. B. Rosessos ro Astecz- ALS. & 


4ag, iI Lamian. 

I hope your extemstve tow through the Prowimee proved sztsfactory 
& agreeable— At such 2 season the Crops mgesed for the sckle shew 
the Country to great advantage. & I shall be swrpesed ff you heave not 
formed an opmion hiehly fevorabie of almost all the Country you passed 
through The Western Diserict will at no distant dey, | thmk, we 
with any part of Amemc2— 

By the Great Western I woot wm You Excellency fully respecte 
my appiteation for further leave— [It rested then with myself— Lord 
Normanby told me that I could not hesitate. & that it was only necessary 
for me to write am official lecter—that I might comsider that the Govern- 
ment fully conmsented— I returned then tw Boghtn. & forebore [x] 
trouble Ld. Normanby with aay letter during the few days that remamed 
ef-the Sessee— Two devs aco I Game @ tow & yesteray Oe 
requesting leave, but im such terms that if there should be any bestaton 
em the poimt. the Goveramt could not be embarrased—and I did ths 
for the double purpese of relieving beth myself & them fom Giiealty— 
for I have been perplexed by such condicting comsiderations that | really 
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think I should rejoice in having the point settled for me— So far as my 
health is concerned I ought to stay— When I regard public motives & 
interests I can not come to a satisfactory conclusion— Whether I could 
be materially useful here depends so much on others, & on the course of 
events which seems to admit of no calculation— And in the midst of 
my deliberations—what changes are occurring— My Letter I suppose 
will be answered by Ld. John Russell as the successor of Ld. Normanby— 
This move has been sudden—quite unexpected till yesterday— We 
shall gain I think by the change— _ Ld. John Russell is industrious—& 
certainly able—a superior man much to the other—and not less safe in 
his political principlese— Mr. Vernon Smith is not particularly well 
spoken of— I am rather sorry that he displaces Mr. Labouchere— 
Sir John Colborne is to be relieved at rather short notice— I had a 
letter from him yesterday dated 29 July when he clearly knew nothing 
of it, for he expressed a wish to see me on my way home— Instead of 
that I may possibly see him here—& I believe it may be useful that I 


should— Our new Governor Genl. was spoken of a month ago for the 
office—but the rumor was contradicted— I hear various accounts of 
him, but on the whole not encouraging— _ If he is at all moderate in his 


opinions & feelings (and some say he is) it may be well that such a person 
should have the opportunity of finding out the true state of things in 
Canada— His late colleagues will believe him— He is clever certainly— 
but I can not judge of him even phrenologically, for I have never seen 
him. He is said to have had a principal hand in drawing up the Union 
bill—which is really a very absurd production—full of striking omissions 
& defects—to say nothing of the pernicious consequences which wd. 
attend some of its provisions if they should be enacted, which they never 
can or will be— Sir John says of the bill ‘It is impossible to conceive a 
more absurd scheme than the one proposed to be adopted in the Union 
bill— Can it be credited that such a democratic constitution shd. issue 
from Downing St.2— If the bill be carried into effect. a purer democracy 
will be introduced in Canada than in any state of the Union. In fact I 
should prefer a republic, for an undisguised republican form of Governmnt 
would work better than the District Councils, with the power of passing 
bills to be approved of by the Executive Governmt.”’ This of course I 
write merely to Your Excellncy— How strange that the Govr. Genl. 
who writes thus shd. be succeeded by a Governor Genl. who is a main 
contriver of the scheme—! !— Ld. John Russell, I believe is sincerely 
an advocate of the Union— Can it under such circumstances be 
effectively resisted?— I believe it can, unless the people of Upper 
Canada insanely bring it on themselves as I expect they will— Butifa 
union should take place, it is yet altogether doubtful what will be the 
conditions— The bill as it stands will assuredly not pass—nor any thing 
like it, I trust— If it should I shall begin to think, of emigrating—& 
turning Shepherd at Van Dieme[n]s Land— 

I am sorry it happens that the Steamer is sailing at this moment 
when I can not speak positively of my own movements—& when the 
new order of things is just beginning— 

I saw Bishop McDonell [1.e. Macdonell] yesterday—& the Bishop of 
Toronto this morning— The former is urging some application about 
the Jesuits estates—but he has made no progress yet— The latter will 
return to you by the G. Western in October— Mr. Dunn is in town, & 
proposes to go out in Sept. by the Liverpool— When I last saw him he 
had no success in his attempt to procure aid from the Governmnt in our 
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financial matters—& I have no hope that he will succeed in any thing 


of the kind— 
Mr. Macaulay has most fully & faithfully observed Your Excelle[n]cy’s 
injunctions to keep me informed of all public matters— _ I have several 


times both in writing & verbally expressed my readiness to afford any 
information that might be required respecting the reserved bills, or any 
thing else—but very little seems to be thought or known of our affairs & 
I suspect till the dispatch comes for signature, they rest chiefly with 
Mr. Stephen[.] I wish they were in better hands— Had Providence 
placed him in another Department, we should have had no rebellion I 
believe in Canada—& our North American Colonies would have ex- 
hibited a very different spirit—but since Providence does permit it—it 
must be for the best— I despair however of any thing sound or good 
being done which it lies within his power to prevent— He had unfortu- 
nately determined that democracy only can flourish in the new World— 
Not long ago I had much conversation with Ld. Ripon upon our Canadian 
affairs—& was glad he sought the opportunity, though from the facility 
of his disposition, I apprehend he is not likely to have much influence on 
our future destinies— 

Fitzgibbon called on me yesterday—he seems not to have any assur- 
ance yet that his affair will be settled as he wishes— Some days ago I 
was applied to by him on the subject & wrote him from Brighton a letter 
stating just what I thought of his former conduct & his late proceedings— 
He says it is calculated to be very useful to him— _ I do not know how 
that may be—but it is just the truth— Poor fellow, I really fear he is 
breaking up in mind & health[.]_ He seems uncontrollable— 

Sir Francis Head is at the Tournament [?|— I hear nothing of Ld. 
Durham—but it wd. not surprise me to see him any day start out again 
prominently on the canvas— Ld. Howick has retired from the Minis- 
try— Perhaps he wd. have liked to be Governor Genl—or Col. Secre- 
tary! !!— I wish sometimes I could look ten years a head—but I should 
be afraid to take the peep— 


[ 895 ] [WRITER AND RECIPIENT NOT STATED]:! M. 5p. 
[ 1839 | [Place not stated.| 
[c. Sep.] The first division of the United Province is to be into five Districts. 


One defined by the Bill, and two others for each Province to be defined 
by the respective existing Provincial Legislatures. 

A Lieutenant to be appointed, and District Councils of twenty seven 
to be elected in each Division. 

One third to vacate office each year, and elections to be yearly. 

District Councils to make ordinances for Police, paving, lighting, 


1The document is arbitrarily dated here. It is a resumé of the 1839 Imperial bill, with a 
couple of extraneous provisions, and would appear to be connected at some stage with that 
bill, which was sent out in the summer of 1839; criticised by Arthur and his advisers in Sep- 
tember, (items 910-913); and reluctantly disclosed to the Legislative Assembly of Upper 
Canada by Thomson on December 17, with the “Message’’ that ‘This bill cannot be considered 
as embodying the provisions, which may hereafter be adopted’, (see item 1032, and Appendix 
to Journal of the House of Assembly of Upper Canada... Session 1839-40 .. . Volume 1, p. 329 ff.) 

The 1839 Imperial bill when remodelled into the 1840 Act of Union had shed its District 
Councils provisions. When these went through the Union Parliament in 1841 as the Municipal 
Authorities Act they were basically changed and applied only to Upper Canada. The docu- 
ment would therefore appear to be connected with the earlier stages of the Union legislation 
discussions. 
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making, and improving roads, bridges, railways &c; and raise money for 
such purposes by local rates and tolls. 

The Legislative Council of the United Province to be composed of 
the persons disignated [sic] in clause 16, and to continue for 8 years. 

Nine electoral Divisions are to be formed by Commissioners in each 
District. 

The general Assembly to consist of 98 members; 2 for each electoral 
Division, making 90; and 8 for Towns. 

The Revenues of the two Provinces, except local Revenues, to be 
formed into one consolidated fund, to be applied to the payment of, 1st, 
the expense of collection: 2nd, the Civil list salaries, and expenses charged 
thereon; & 3d, the Interest of the Debt chargeable on both Provinces, 
and subject to those charges, the consolidated fund is to be appropriated 
by the Provincial Legislature. 

To manage the preliminary matters, a Board of seven Commissioners 
is to be appointed of which the Chief Commissioner is to be appointed 
by Her Majesty, and three by the Legislature of each Province. 


C. A. HAGERMAN To ArtHuR: A.L.S. 


[Place not stated.] 

If Sir John Colborne has given advice in accordance with the opinions 
expressed in his letter, and if his advice shall be acted upon, he has done 
more injury to these Provinces than he has ever conferred benefit— he 
might as well have permitted the rebels in Lower Canada to Triumph.— 
I shall write him to say so. 

[Endorsed ‘1839 August 27 Sir John Colborne Montreal’, and 
therefore apparently refers to item 884.] 


ARTHUR TO CoL. Fox: LB.3,_ p. 80-81. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

[Montagu, colonial secretary from Van Diemen’s Land, has returned 
to England, and Forster has been installed as locum tenens. Montagu 
is weary of his 14 years of office in Van Diemen’s Land and desires 
employment in the United Kingdom or nearer than Australia. Arthur 
hopes he will succeed in his object and that Forster will then be confirmed 
in the office. He asks for assistance on behalf of Forster. ‘“‘We are all 
now quiet in Canada & waiting to see what H. M. Govt. will do for us.”] 


[Str] R. [W.] GarDINER To ARTHUR: A.L.S. 3p. 


Claremont. 

You will probably hear from John? about it—but I hear Jackson is 
appointed Commander of the Forces—without any mention of Colborne 
having resigned—so I suppose the Whigs conclude Colborne wont re- 
main on with Mr Pow Thompson [#.e. Thomson|— 

Next Packet I shall have to congratulate or condole with you, on the 
certainty of Colbornes remaining or quitting Canada 


Possibly Colonel Charles Richard Fox, extra aide-de-camp to Queen Victoria. 
*Probably his brother Sir John Gardiner, deputy adjutant general, 
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J. B. Ropinson To ArtHur: A.L.S. 4p. 


London. 

There is but little use I believe in writing by a sailing packet now, for 
the Liverpool which is to sail on the 25th. instant will probably arrive at 
New York before this can reach you— 

I shall only therefore trouble Your Excellency with a few lines to 
repeat my sincere thanks for the very kind terms in which your letter to 
Lord Normanby was written—and to say that I have decided on re- 
maining until the navigation opens in the Spring— By the letter which 
I wrote by the Great Western Your Excellency will see that my longer 
stay here has been recommended by Sir B. Brodie & the physicians by 
whom I have been attended. I did not choose to be out of the way 
while there was a chance of any legislation respecting Canada but being 
now so far as that is concerned at liberty for a time, I thought of going 
up the Rhine this month to one of the German Spas, hoping it might be 
useful—but the season is rather late & other circumstances in addition 
have induced me to abandon it— But we cross over to Paris immedi- 
ately & if I find it agreeable we shall stay there or in the vicinity while 
the mild season continues—& when I return I purpose to reside some- 
where about 4 or five miles from London, so that I may come in & return 
at night— 

I have in my mind much work cut out—it will be my aim to make 
my stay as useful to Canada as I can and if Your Excellency has any 
specific suggestions to make either in regard to the Church, or the State, 
I should like to have them early— Mr. Meyer of the Col. Office knows 
what to do with my letters— 

The late changes have taken every one by surprise— Ld. John 
Russell is certainly the ablest of the Ministry—not likely I think to act 
without deliberation— I trust he may not err in judgment, but we dare 
not be sanguine— Lord Howick I find did aspire to be Colonial Secre- 
tary, & his resignation I suppose was the consequence of his disappoint- 
ment— Ld. Normanby I have now no doubt never considered. himself 
more than a locum tenens, & was resolved to avoid to the utmost the 
attempt to settle any critical question[.] 

He has had but little share I imagine in whatever has been done 
during his incumbency— I trust Mr. Stephen has given you satis- 
{action—for I take it matters have rested entirely with him— Sir John 
Colborne I suppose will return in the Pique— He will have some advice 
to give—I trust it may be sound— __I shall see him as soon as he arrives— 


J. B. Ropinson To ArtHur: A.L.S. 3p. 


London. 

Sir Wilmot Horton, as Your Excellency is aware, is extremely anxious 
to promote emigration to Canada; and to further that end he has written 
a great deal, and taken infinite trouble, but hitherto without much 
efiect— He finds that among persons, in Ireland especially, who might 
influence the Government more than he can hope to do, an idea prevails 
that the attempt to convert the poor Irish into industrious and comfort- 
able proprietors of land must in most instances end in failure— I have 
been astonished myself to hear and see this conviction expressed, not- 
withstanding the abundant evidence to the contrary which Canada 
presents, and which one would suppose must be generally known here— 

Seeing how strongly, and justly the Government and the Legre. of 
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Upper Canada feel, on the subject of the importance of reviving emi- 
gration, Sir W. Horton hopes that he may be assisted by them, to this 
extent at least—that they will resort to the means of enabling him to 
shew most conclusively that they are wholly in the wrong who maintain 
the opinion I have stated—and he has begged of me to suggest to Your 
Excellency that an authentic return should be procured of the present 
condition of the settlers who emigrated from Ireland in 1823 & 1825 
under the superintendence of the Government—that some intelligent 
& upright person taking with him a list of the several locations of the 
heads of families, should visit each lot & honestly note down, the im- 
provement—and present value of the settlers’ property of every de- 
scription—his number of acres cleared—the kind of buildings & value— 
grain—cattle—&c—& where the children have been landholders to state 
that fact also— In the settlements, it would be an easy matter to learn 
the history of each settler—(I mean the heads of families)—and the 
whole truth should be stated— Some no doubt have left the Province, 
or have turned out unthrifty—but I am persuaded the main result would 
be found highly satisfactory and encouraging— 

If Your Excellency can set on foot such an inquiry, so that the infor- 
mation could be procured before Parliament meets, or soon after, I think 
it would very materially aid Sir W. Horton in his benevolent exertions— 


RUSSELL TO ARTHUR? ALS, 3p. 


Downing Street, |London.| {Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

On assuming the direction of the Colonial Department, I find several 
dispatches from vou, of the highest importance— Lord Normanby was 
of opinion that the decision of Government upon them would be most 
advantageously communicated when a Civil Governor of Lower Canada 
should be appointed, with powers to bring all the grave matters in dispute 
before the Legislatures of both Provinces— 

I have acted on this opinion, and have now only to request you to 
consider Mr. Poulett Thomson as fully in possession of the views of the 
Cabinet, of which he has for some years been a Member— 

As the transmission of despatches to you on the separate points 
would only lead to mistakes, I have thought it better to recommend that 
you should, as soon as possible, meet the new Governor in person, and I 
feel assured that he will have every disposition to avail himself of your 
clear and experienced judgement— 


ARTHUR TO COLBORNE: LB.2, p. 121-123. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

Yr. letter of the 29th. Ultimo respectg. yr. return to England is quite 
arelief tome. As it was only a probability mentioned in a private letter, 
there can be no question it will turn out to be incorrect. Under existing 
circumstances, it seems to me the Ministry cd. not justify such a step to 
Parliamt. or to the Country. The shock given to the Provinces by 
Lord Durham’s Report is quite enough for one season. I thank you for 
the outline you have given me of yr. communications to the Secy. of 
State upon an amended Bill for re-uniting the Provinces.— 

It is to be regretted that the Provinces were ever divided; but a 
Union now, whilst it wd. avail nothing in retrieving affairs in the Lower 
Province wd. be ruinous to Upper Canada. I concur in the language used 
so strongly by Lord Durham whilst in Canada—that, even if such a 
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scheme cd. be safely adopted, Upper Canada wd. thenceforth become a 
mere District. 

Unless such a course were pursued with respect to the Elective 
Franchise as would of necessity give dissatisfaction to the Lower Province 
& wd. be an unceasing source of irritation, I think that the fruits of a 
Union wd. be a Republican Majority—certainly, a Catholic one. The 
French Canadians Lord Durham reports not only dislike but entertain 
an unconquerable hatred of the British party! Is it possible then to 
expect from an alliance any thing but absolute misery to all concerned ?— 
With respect to the wishes of the People they have not yet been by any 
means developed. 

In a letter lately addressed by Mr. Forsyth of Quebec to a Gent. in 
this Province is the following passage ‘‘You are aware I have always been 
opposed to the Union. In Quebec the English generally are adverse to 
it, & you may mention when & where you please that, taking the Prest. 
& two Vice Prests. of the Constitutional Association, as speaking in 
some slight way for the English in this District they are opposed to the 
Measure’’. 

A few weeks ago many people in this Province were exceedingly in- 
fluenced by the eloquence of Mr. Moffat, and were all alive to Kingston 
being the seat of Govt., but several Members of the Assembly have since 
told me that their opinions have on reflection entirely changed. 

The scheme recommended by Sir Francis Head wh. in point of fact 
was the scheme of the Chief Justice, is to my mind the proper one. 
Lower Canada for the next ten years shd. be governed by a Govr. with a 
Council of 30 or 35 Members. 

To the Upper Province Montreal shd. be annexed; & by colonization 
& every other means, an exertion shd. be made to give it superior in- 
fluence—& there the Govr. Genl. shd. reside who, on yr. abdication shd. 
be a Nobleman selected from the same class as are ordinarily sent as 
ViceRoys to Ireland. 

The people of Upper Canada have not asked for any extension of 
their Elective Institution, & the innovation ought not to be encouraged 
in any way. 

Such are the opinions I form, & would act upon were the destinies of 
the Canadas at my command; but were I a Minister of the Crown & 
obliged, from the want of personal information, to rely upon the Report 
of others, I wd. most unquestionably place my dependence upon the 
present Govr. Genl — 


[ 903 ] [Sir] R. [W.] GARDINER TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 4p. 


Sep. 10 Claremont 

I venture to trouble you with my Dispatches to Lynedoch... 

So—my worst fears and croakings have been confirmed by Mr. 
P. Thompsons [i.e. Thomson’s] official appointmt— I most sincerely 
condole with you all on the loss of Colborne—and I fear I may say, England 
on the loss of Canada— _I see nothing but wilful surrender and loss of 
the Country in such an appointmt. and at such a time— Heaven 
forgive the Whigs—for I never will—such reckless and mad folly, against 
the wishes and remonstrance of all hands too, is without any parellel 
[sic|—one cant believe it, though the Gazette is before you— I give you 
joy on having Jackson, as Colborne is lost to you— Jackson is a good 
soldier—a perfect gentleman—and an excellent man—but we have thrown 
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Canada away by recalling Colborne— I only hope they wont meddle 
with you—for it seems to me they leave nobody in his Post who knows 
his Duty... [Sends wishes.] 

[P.S.] Iam very happy Mr McDonald [z.e. W. B. Macdonald] is off— 


ARTHUR TO COLBORNE: LB.2, p. 124-125. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

On Major Furlong’s [7.e. Forlong’s] arrival I thought it wd. be your 
wish to prevent unpleasant feeling, that I shd. at once relieve Lt. Col. 
Estcourt—especially as some difficulty might be raised upon yr. in- 
struction that the Senior Officer of the 43rd. should command the Niagara 
and Gore Districts. Lt. Colonel Estcourt accordingly proceeds to join 
the Dépdt by way of Montreal. He is an excellent person & had he got 
an unattached I shd. have been most happy to have kept him either in a 
civil or Military capacity. 

I informed him of yr. kind disposition towards him in this respect, 
& have great pleasure in mentioning him as a most deserving & valuable 
officer. 

Nothing I believe wd. please him more than getting an unattached 
Lt. Colonelcy & returning again to Canada in any way. 

I have been passing two hours today upon a case that gave you I 
perceive a good deal of trouble some years ago both in the Province & in 
correspondence with the Secy. of State. 

Mr. D’Arcy Boulton’s claim for compensation on being displaced as 
Auditor of Land patents is pressingly brought forward again by his 
brother—the late Chief Justice of Newfoundland. He seems in his 
memorial most to rely upon the distinction made between himself & 
Mr. Ridout who receives a pension of £200 a year. 

How or why the latter got a pension I cannot quite make out; but, 
if as Mr. Henry Boulton urges Mr. Ridout has no claim whatever it 
does not seem to me to better his brother’s case & a further appeal to the 
Secy. of State must be hopeless & can only proceed from vexation of 
spirit. 

I made the proposal to Col. Chichester wh. you kindly allowed; but 
at the same time I told him that if we had any trouble this winter—He 
was in a better position to take an active part where he was than he cd. 
possibly be elsewhere. The fact is he is much liked & respected in the 
Western district & wd. on that account be more useful. He is now 
content to remain during the Winter at Chatham.— 

We have nothing new— the responsible Govt. scheme has evidently 
taken strong hold of the public mind & it is in fact nothing more or less 
than the Measure advocated by Papineau & Mackenzie. 

Mr. Sullivan brought Mr. Cawther! [sic] to me yesterday—the person 
who, conveyed to Sir F. Head the first tidings of what was about to take 
place in December 1837. He & all his family I have no doubt are deeply 
engaged in the Radical interest but they are strongly opposed to the 
Brigand cause. 

His story is that we shall have greater troubles this winter than ever 
& that altho’ silently managed extensive preparations are in progress 
amongst the Patriots on both sides the Lake. He relates many particu- 


‘.e. either John Cawthra or William Cawthra. They both apparently went to see Head. cf. 
Past and present: notes by Henry Cawthra and others: compiled by A. Maude (Cawthra) Brock 
and edited by A. H. Young... 1924. p. 17. 
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lars wh. he considers confirmatory; but, altho’ I do not wholly disregard 
his information I cannot say that I place the same dependence upon it 
that he does himself. 


ARTHUR TO LT. Cot. [CHARLEs] DIGGLE: LB.3, p. 58-59. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

Lady Arthur & myself feel such intense anxiety for our son Edward, 
who has lately been admitted into the Military College, that, on the 
assurance of yr. friend Col. Love that I shall not give offence, I venture 
to intrude upon yr. kindness. Asso much depends in after life upon the 
first start, & as this is so much influenced by early association, the 
particular favor I wd. solicit is, if it fall within the range of yr. duties, 
that Edward may be harnassed [sic] with a good team. With youths 
in general the watchful eye of their Parents during the vacation detect 
any undesirable habit that may have been contracted & apply a timely 
corrective. But our poor fellow is almost placed in the situation of an 
orphan, & the most considerate friend can never supply entirely all the 
advantages of parental solicitude & authority. 

The conflicting accts. we have of the danger youths encounter on 
being let loose from the restrictions of a private Seminary, when placed 
at Sandhurst is our Chief Source of anxiety; & as I am not at present 
aware that I have any friend in the senior department to whom I can 
address myself, I venture to ask for something more than a common 
share of yr. kind protection over the Young Student, & shall feel infinitely 
obliged for any advice you will give him. I am not quite satisfied with 
his progress, & rather fear with good abilities, he has hitherto wanted 
vigorous application, but this, I trust, he will now be obliged to gain. 

Allow me to hope you will excuse this intrusion upon wh. I have not 
ventured without great reluctance. 


ARTHUR TO HEaD: Df.L. 10p. 


Govt. House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘dft.’’} 

In a private letter to you dated the 21st. or 22nd. Ultimo (to yr. 
address at the Atheneum) I explained the matter about yr. addl. salary— 

At the same time I Officially wrote to the Secy. of State and I shd. 
hope a Copy of my Despatch will have been sent to you.— 

It is a trite observation, that every subject of annoyance is render’d 
more tolerable when shared with others— _ If this were always the case 
it cou’d not fail to be satisfactory to you to know that I have fared no 
better than Yrself.—havg. recd. the very same Salary without any 
Military pay or allowances.— [A cancelled first part of this paragraph 
reads: ‘‘I am sure it cannot fail to be satisfactory to you to know that I 
have fared no better than yrself.”’, and a marginal note here reads: “‘(Qy. 
does not this imply rather a selfish feeling?—)’’ There is also a cancelled 
ending to the paragraph which reads: ‘‘To this rule, however, as to all 
others, there are, I am persuaded many exceptions; & I am quite disposed 
to place you among them—”’] 

With concern I now acknowledge yr. note of the 29th. July in wh. 
you say that my note of the 9th. June is diametrically at variance with 
the letter I wrote to you from New York—and, alluding to my having 
stated [the phrase ‘incidentally expressed”’ is here deleted] in my Des- 
patch to Lord Normanby that yr. Narrative had damaged me,—you 
express yr. regret at the part I have publicly taken agt. you;—in the 
ever-shifting scenes [the phrase ‘“‘ups and downs” is here deleted] of this 
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world nothing surprises me; but, if any thing could, it would be the 
expression of such a feeling as this from you.— 

It was yr. opinion that you were called upon in self-defence to give 
an historical outline of yr. Government. I will even Admit that you 
were unavoidably driven to it—but, nevertheless, [a cancelled passage 
here reads: ‘however highly I might think of yr. general policy” and a 
marginal comment reads: “‘This, I think, by a fair construction, implies 
high approbation of Sir F. H.d’s policy— And may certainly stand if it 
was intended to do so.’’] the particular exposé made in the Narrative 
might be, as it certainly has been, and still is embarrassing & incon- 
venient,—in fact, it cd. not possibly be otherwise.— 

We have not, as you well know, any strength to throw away in 
managing Colonial Govts. & you have given some people an insight into 
matters wh. passed between the Secy. of State & yrself. of wh. it had 
been far better they had remained in ignorance. As will become more 
& more apparent if there be as most persons consider there will be, a 
reform house returned at the next general election upon the responsible 
govt. question|.] 

The Despatch to which you allude I never contemplated wd. be 
published as those parts of it wh. have been withheld manifestly shew— 
but, had such been my intention, I could, as it appears to me, scarcely 
have devined a plan by wh. yr. case wd. be more strengthened than by 
the notoriety thus given to the fact that yr. policy was so much approved 
by H. M. Govt. that your Successor was instructed to pursue the same.— 

An unkind feeling or sentiment towards you did not enter my mind 
when I was drafting that Despatch, & nothing cd. have been more remote 
from it than the thought of taking any part agt. you—nor do I think 
such a construction can reasonably be put upon an incidental expression 
wh. reflects no more upon you than upon those who you consider forced 
you to publish—[there is here a variant reading: ‘‘merely adverts to an 
effect produced by your narrative without meaning to attach any blame 
to any one for its publication’’ and a marginal comment reads: “‘Some 
alteration, such as I have suggested, may perhaps be necessary to prevent 
the imputation of blame which the sentence, as it now stands, seems to 
cast on H. M. Governt.’’] in fact, I merely adverted to the effect pro- 
duced without meaning to attach blame to any one. 

You say that I have certainly altered my opinion & my course since 
I wrote from New York! if it be so, can it be considered extraordinary 
that opinions expressed before I entered the Province though they were 
strictly in accordance with the views entertained by Her M. Govt. shd. 
have undergone some change on my becoming more familiarly acquainted 
with events & circumstances of which I had then heard but one side of 
the question? [A marginal note here reads: “If this Letter shou’d be 
produced, the public may be more disposed to censure the pledge of 
pursuing a particular line of policy before an accurate knowledge of facts 
cou’d be obtained, than the changing that policy upon gaining further 
information’; a cancelled passage follows which reads: “‘but, if you mean 
to imply that I have taken a course calculated to prejudice you in any 
one respect I shall leave it to those Gents. who were, & still are, your 
friends & supporters to answer for me.—’’] 

I think you have labored under some misconception!— [A cancelled 
phrase here reads: ‘‘The agitation excited by’’] The Durham Meetings, 
to wh. I alluded in my last Letter [a cancelled phrase here reads: ‘“‘has 
shown itself in a less violent manner than I expected—but the Meetings”’] 
are still in progress, and it is not possible to calculate the consequences.— 
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The worst is, perhaps, to come, & will be more strikingly manifested at 
the general elections—still, I hope, to hold my ground until the Union 
closes the scene upon me & puts an end to my cares and anxieties.— 


ARTHUR TO HEAD: LB.3, p. 66-68. 


Toronto. 

[Another copy of item 906, with slight variations. The draft copy 
(item 906) has been transcribed in preference to this official copy because 
of the cancelled passages in the draft.] 


HEAD TO ArtHur: A.L.S. 2p. 


Cranford, Middlx. 

I have just recd your letter of the 24th. and lose no time in telling 
you that in acquitting Lords Glenelg & Normanby of having been ‘“‘the 
guilty cause’’ of the pecuniary embarrassments I had suffered, I allude 
not to you in the slightest degree, but to that snake which still sits coiled 
up in the heart of the Colonial Offce— If I had intended to allude to 
you I should not have done so indirectly, hence having already declared 
my opinion of Mr. Stephen so openly, I did not think it necessary to do 
it again. 

The delay in the payment t me of the balance which is due t me has 
put me to no inconvenience whatever, but I was seriously embarrassed 
all the time I was in Canada, and intentionally so. 

I can easily understand that on the receipt of the single copy of my 
narrative which was in Upper Canada,! Mr. G. Ridout and a few others 
of that caste might have addressed you, I mean might have pestered you, 
but I certainly do not understand how I or my work could have ‘‘dam- 
aged” you to any extent, much less to render it necessary for you to 
complain of it in an Official despatch— 


J. B. Ropinson To [ArtTHUR]: A.L.S. 4p. 


Paris. 

I have nothing to communicate of particular interest—and do not 
expect to have for some time after my return to London which will be 
about the middle of next month. 

This is just the season of the year when all the English World keeps 
holiday, and no plans are forming for good or for evil— 

When I am again in town, I shall improve my acquaintance with the 
new Secretary of State, and from what I have already seen of him, I 
should not be without hope of leading him to change his view of Cana- 
dian affairs, if it were not for the Royal Message, which seems to commit 
the present Governmnt to the measure of a Union almost irrevocably— 

I observe that the English papers are very liberal in their abuse of 
the Secretary who has retired, & very loud in their condemnation of the 
appointment of Poulett Thompson [.e. Thomson]. 

Lord Normanby I think has a good deal disappointed the expectations 
of those who thought highly of his talent—but I believe there is very 
little justice in the treatment he receives from the Conservative press. 
I am persuaded he is a man without mischievous designs, & willing to 
act justly, though attributing, in common with all of the liberal school 
too much importance to ‘‘conciliation.[’’] In the Colonial Department 
he was, during his short reign very courteous, but very unsatisfactory— 
I have no doubt that he had no intention of remaining long there, and 


1See fn. to item 855. 
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it is therefore the less surprising that he seemed little inclined to take the 
trouble of giving a direction to public measures. 

Lord John Russell is a very superior man not merely as regards 
talent—but in respect to the habit of deliberation—and firmness of 
purpose—and if his party remains in office & he continues in his present 
post, the next year or two will be most important to us either for good or 
evil—for he will not let matters lie over indefinitely— But all is most 
uncertain— It does not seem to me credible that the Whigs can get 
through another Session & if they should, I have not much fear that 
they can carry through any unsound or unjust measure regarding 
Canada— 

I shall be anxious to see Sir John Colborne upon his return— A 
good deal may depend upon the opinions he expresses—& I think it may 
be fortunate that I shall have the opportunity of conferring with him— 

Mr. Thompson they say is an amiable person possessed of a certain 
kind of information & a certain description of talent—but his judgment 
is not spoken highly of— He isasingle man, has been a man of pleasure, 
rather a fast liver, but reformed upon compulsion— He is a good 
linguist—speaks French perfectly—which will be in his favor— They 
should have left Sir John Colborne where he was till June— 

I have been anxiously expecting a final report of the result of the 
examination of my brother’s accounts, but I am afraid matters are very 
much where I left them. 

It would have been most satisfactory to me to have known the actual 
state of them while I was in England—. Mr. Ridouts & Mr. Turquand’s 
occupations I dare say leave them but little leisure—but if Your Excel- 
lency would kindly interest yourself in bringing their investigation to a 
conclusion, I should be very glad— 

I am ashamed of my paper, but I can meet with none better in the 
French Capital— 

The Papers, I lament to see, give an unfavorable account of the 
harvests in Upper Canada—but apprehensions on that head are generally 
exaggerated— Mr. Macaulay’s account of the revenue is rather en- 
couraging. I trust he is applying himself strenuously & exclusively to 
the details of his department— _ It is a very important one, & has only 
been nominally filled for twenty years past. I think no one could be 
better qualified than he is to discharge that particular duty,— I am 
glad Mr. Harrison satisfies Your Excellency. If he is regular, and 
zealous, he ought to make a good Secretary from his previous pursuits, 
& industrious habits— 

Nothing has been said to me respecting Mr. Sherwood’s retirement 
& I have asked no questions about it— I take it nothing will be done 
till Parlt. grants a retiring allowance— 


[910 ] [R. B. SULLIVAN (FoR ARTHUR)! TO NoRMANBY]:2 Df.L. with comments 
and emendations in the handwriting of Arthur, Hagerman, J. Macaulay, 
and an unidentified person. 60p. 


[| 1839 | [Place not stated.] 
[en Dep, 15] [As far as practicable, the comments and emendations are here tran- 
scribed in quotation marks within square brackets. | 
[A marginal note at the beginning of the document reads: ‘‘Mem. with 
1The document is in Sullivan’s handwriting, but it appears to be intended as a draft of a 
despatch from Arthur, and is endorsed (probably in Arthur’s handwriting): ‘“‘Dft-Dispatch 
Bill for the Union’’, 
*Russell was then in office, but Arthur did not receive Normanby’s announcement of 
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reference to the question advocated, the arguments in this paper appear 
to be quite logical and consistent with each other. Some few omissions 
might perhaps advantageously be made, as containing repetitions or 
self-evident propositions.—’’] 

1 I have perused with very deep interest the bill introduced by Her 
Majesty’s Government into Parliament, for the settlement of the affairs 
of Canada, and I shall freely [an emendation in Arthur’s handwriting 
here reads: ‘‘unreservedly’’] offer to Your Lordship the opinions which 
I have formed on [‘‘mature’’] consideration of the measure [‘‘which it 
proposes.—’’] 

2 The more I saw [‘‘know’’] of The Earl of Durham, and the more 
I consider His Lordship’s report, the more I see reason to [‘‘greater reason 
do I see to’’] regret that His Lordship had not the opportunity of be- 
coming personally, and practically acquainted with this portion of the 
Canadas. There is, unquestionably, much [‘‘vast’’] talent, and sagacity 
displayed in the report; many of His Lordship’s conclusions are full of 
wisdom and sound policy; all are worthy of deliberate and mature con- 
sideration. But I see [‘‘anticipate’’] much of evil to arise from the 
adoption of the report as a whole; and its publication as His Lordships 
deliberate recommendation, will I foresee [‘‘fear’’], cause very great 
embarrassment to the Government, in carrying through any measure 
likely [carrying out any plan seemingly calculated’’] to produce satis- 
faction and quiet in the Colonies. [A marginal note here reads: ‘Is not 
this rather contradictory? If the measure be lzkely to produce satis- 
faction, why should any embarrassmt. attend its prosecution?’’] 

3 The [‘‘proposed’’] measure of the Union of Upper and Lower 
Canada I am anxious to consider on its intrinsic merits. Nothing can 
be more difficult than to ascertain the [‘‘precise”’] state of popular opinion 
on [“‘mind with respect to’’] this question; [A marginal comment here 
reads: ‘‘Remark The general state of popular opinion in respect to it, 
has been noticed in former Desp:’’] because every individual supposes 
something in the details of the measure [“‘in its details”] which will give 
a prevalence to his own particular opinions [‘‘sentiments’’] or interests; 
and thus we find persons of the most opposite opinions in other respects, 
joining in either approving or deprecating the union: they unite as to the 


retirement until September 25. (See item 924.) 

The document is somewhat arbitrarily dated here. 

Normanby sent out the proposed Union Bill on June 12; Arthur acknowledged it on 
July 3. Normanby again sent out the proposed Bill on July 5, saying the Union would not 
be pressed that session; Arthur acknowledged this on July 29. Item 913 refers to Normanby’s 
July 5 despatch. The earliest date of the present document is therefore about July 29. 

The latest date of the document would appear to be about September 15. Item 911 is 
headed ‘“‘Sunday Evg 15th. Sept.”’ (i.e. 1839) and items 910, 911, 912, and 913 all appear to 
tie up together. 

The actual date is therefore somewhere between July 29 and September 15. Arthur left 
Toronto on a military tour on July 29 and returned on August 17. The document 
may have been prepared after Arthur returned to Toronto on August 17, but it is easily 
conceivable that he might have requested Sullivan to draft it in his absence (see item 1013) 
and to submit it to Hagerman and Macaulay pending his return. 

The despatch does not appear to have been sent. Colborne on August 7 referred to a 
new governor general (item 858); Arthur had heard nothing more by September 10 (item 902) 
but on September 17 Colborne wrote from Montreal that Thomson was to be appointed (item 
918); on September 25 Arthur himself refers to the official announcement (item 923). The 
despatch may possibly have been held up under these circumstances, and then finally abandoned 
when Arthur received Russell’s despatch of September 9 (item 901) saying he was not replying 
to certain of Arthur’s despatches because of Thomson’s appointment. 

Items 910-918, however, give an interesting exposition of the attitude of leading govern- 
ment officers towards the Union. The existence of a merely trivial emendation by Arthur 
jn item 913 suggests that Arthur concurred in these views. 
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measure, because [“‘altho’ ”’] the results which they hope for or appre- 
hend [‘‘from its operation,’’] are widely different. 


4 [On general principles”] The Chief reason for [“‘political’’] Union 
between the inhabitants [‘‘people”’] of distant territories, I apprehend 
[‘‘seems’’] to be the combination of political strength. It requires this 
combination [to] make [‘‘create’’] sufficient national force to repel foreign 
aggression, and to enable a nation to claim with effect [“efficacy’’], the 
respect, and justice at the hands of other nations, which are denied to 
small [‘‘independent”’] communities; [‘‘whereas’”] this inducement to 
Union is [‘‘apparently”] wanting amongst colonies, which secure to 
themselves the advantages of national strength by [‘‘to which the 
advantages of national strength are secured by their’’] connection with 
The Empire [‘‘the Metropolitan State’’] from which they have sprung. 
(‘proposed to continue at paragr: 10.’”] [A marginal note here reads: 
“Remark Yet One main element of weakness in Lower Canada arises 
from the bulk of the populn. being of foreign origin, and the want of a 
greater number of British inhabitants.—”] 


5 The Colonies may, however, at present [‘‘now’’] be united, with 
a view to their ultimate independence, and with [‘‘for’’] the purpose of 
enabling them as a whole, to sustain a combined and independent 
political existence, without requiring the guarantee or assistance of the 
mother country.— 


6 [A marginal note here reads: ‘‘Paragraphs 5 & 6 do not seem 
necessarily to bear upon the argument in view, & might be omitted 
without weakening it—’’] The Geographical position of the Canadas 
does not, In my opinion, offer much encouragement for a project of this 
nature. The peopled parts of Canada form an extended line, fronting, 
along its whole extent, upon deep masses of population in the United 
States, and resting in [‘‘the’’] rear upon a country the climate of which 
(‘whose climate’’] forbids the deepening [‘‘a sufficient deepening of’’] the 
line of population in Canada, so as to oppose to the strength of the 
American Union, any thing like an equal [‘‘a relatively equal’’] force. 
This line is liable to be broken at any point [‘‘many points’’], and the 
communication between the extremities [“‘parts’’], cut off: and although 
The United States, with their present military organization, may not be 
able to conquer [‘‘subdue permanently,”’] any part of Canada, so long as 
she is protected by the military power of England, and so long as America 
[‘‘herself”’] is exposed along her sea coast to retaliation and aggression 
upon her attacking Canada. It seems very plain, that without this 
[‘‘such’’] protection the greater part of Canada must become dependent 
upon the United States if separation from England should take place. 


7 In the course of centuries, when the increasing density of popu- 
lation in America shall force the settlement of Canada [‘‘shall have forced 
all the habitable portions of British North America’’] far to the North 
of the Frontier, which is very probable, this [‘‘the’’] Northern portion of 
the continent may possibly sustain an independent political existence, 
but this state of the Canadas is too remote for present calculation, and 
many revolutions will probably disturb the face of the continent before 
it can take place. 


8 I allude to this project, because I know it to be entertained by 
some who look forward to a national union of the North American 
Colonies in case it should at any time appear to be for the interest of the 
mother country to bring about a separation. [A marginal note here 
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reads: ‘‘Such union would defeat its object, unless the Colonies were 
primarily raised, through the agency of the Mother Country, to a con- 
dition that would enable them effectually to protect or defend them- 
selves— That is to say, if the separation were premature— But the 
general union referred to, not being contemplated, paragraphs 7, 8, 9, 
might perhaps be advantageously omitted.’’] 


9 But the Canadas, and still more the Eastern [‘‘or as they are 
usually called the Lower’’| Colonies are so situated as to be able to afford 
each other little efficient aid. The union between them would add so 
very little to the political strength of either, and there are so many 
interests which would lead to a connection of the several parts with the 
states upon [‘‘on’’] which they border along a very extended frontier, 
that I look upon a national union of the Colonies as chimerical. 


10 The Chief advantages to arise [‘‘be expected’’] from a Legislative 
union of the Canadas appear to be 1st., the removal of difficulties 
arising from their possessing a common outlet to the sea [‘‘of which the 
port is in Lower Canada”): 2d the advantages of uniting the resources 
of both provinces in overcoming the natural impediments to com- 
munication with the ocean, [“under’’] which the inhabitants of the 
interior [“‘Western part of Canada now’’| labour under. 3d. The re- 
moval of difficulties in the Government of Lower Canada arising from 
[‘‘owing to’’] the population being chiefly composed of the descendants 
from the Colonists of [‘‘of Colonists from”’| a foreign nation. 


11 If the Colonies were separate, [a marginal note here reads: ‘‘Does 
this mean separate from England, or merely, (as now) from each other?”’] 
and liable to no external influence, the possession of the mouth of The 
Saint Lawrence by the Lower Canadians would probably lead, not to 
union by agreement, but to war; [‘‘to’’| restrictions upon internal com- 
merce; or subjugation of the Lower Province by force [‘‘to union by the 
subjugation of one province by the other’’]._ A considerable portion of 
the United States have [‘‘has,’’] however, a common interest with Upper 
Canada in keeping the Navigation of the river free; and it is not probable, 
that in any event, Lower Canada would be permitted to restrict the 
navigation or [‘‘to’’] impose duties on ships or goods engaged in supplying 
the internal trade. 

12 So long as the connection with England subsists, no restrictions 
of any kind can be imposed in Lower Canada, without the consent of 
the Sovereign; and consequently, the communication between the Upper 
Province and the Ocean can be maintained by the common outlet, with- 
out any quarrel or difficulty arising between the Provinces. 

13. Many of the States of the American Union [‘‘as Your Lordship 
is aware,’’] are in the same condition of having a common outlet. All 
those on the lakes west of the Erie Canal, use that Canal and the Port 
of New York [‘‘or the Pennsylvania Rail Roads & Canals and the Port 
of Philadelphia’’]: [A marginal note here reads: ‘‘note Pennsylvania is a 
state bordering on lake Erie’’| all those on the Missis{slip[p]i and its 
tributaries, [‘‘embracing a territory’’] which will ere long form the most 
important part of the American union,—use that river and the port of 
New Orleans: but the common use of these communications are [“‘is’’] 
secured by the National Union, while the several states remain sovereign 
and independent. 

14 Incase of a Legislative Union between the Canadas, there would 
arise a possibility that Lower Canada, if her interests should predominate 
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in the United Legislature, might succeed in burdening the trade of this 
(‘the Upper’’] Province unjustly. The only remedy would then be the 
interference of the royal prerogative; The exercise of which, as contra- 
vening the Legislation [‘‘acts’’] of the United Legislature, would be far 
more objectionable than at present. 

15 The advantages of uniting the resources of Lower Canada, with 
those of this Province [‘‘of both Provinces’’], for the purpose of making 
internal improvements in the communication of [‘‘between’’] the interior 
with [‘‘and’”’] the ocean, are very apperent [stc] to the people of Upper 
Canada, as would [‘‘be’’] also, the use of the resources of the Eastern 
Colonies, or of any other country. But the equity of such a proceeding 
would require strict examination, and the fact of an equal [‘‘qy mutual’’] 
community [a marginal note here reads: ‘‘say rather an entire comy”’] 
of interests would form the subject of preliminary enquiry. 

16 Your Lordship has seen the very qualified assent given to the 
[‘‘proposed”’] measure of the Union, by the House of Assembly in this 
Province, and how careful [‘‘was’’] that body were to secure a predomi- 
nance of Upper Canadian interests in the United Legislature. 

17. The most convincing argument used in the Parliament [‘‘Legis- 
lature’’| in favor of the Union, arose from the embarrassed state of the 
finances of this Province [‘‘Upper Canada.’’] The opponents of the plan 
[‘‘project’’] were met continually with the statement [“‘argument’’] “‘our 
funds are expended; we are deeply in debt; our improvements are not 
made; what plan can you propose for our relief? We shew that Lower 
Canada is not in debt; she is even said to have a surplus fund. We 
propose to charge her revenues, which double ours, with the debt, and 
with the expense of completing our canals: we will thus restore provincial 
Credit, and complete undertakings essential to our prosperity.” 

18 I should not be surprised if this argument were to produce not 
merely the qualified assent to the union, given in the last Session, but a 
concurrence with [‘‘in’’] the plan of Union upon any terms [‘& at all 
hazards’’]. I cannot, however, forbear from inquiring into the justice of 
imposing such an expenditure upon the resources of Lower Canada.— 
[A marginal note here reads: ‘Should this objection be allowed to prevail, 
if it were clearly evident, that viewing the Canadas as a whole dependency, 
and not as two dependencies, of the British Empire, the measure would 
be conducive to the general interest, & insure, in conjunction with Emi- 
gration, British Supremacy?”’| 

19 Every farmer in Upper Canada is directly and immediately 
interested in cheapening the cost of transportation of his produce, and 
in lessening the price of commodities imported [‘‘in exchange’’] for his 
use. The inhabitants [‘‘merchants’’] of The City of Montreal, the great 
depét of the import & export trade of Upper Canada, are also deeply, 
though more remotely [‘‘less directly’’], interested in the same objects: 
but [‘‘with this exception] the whole of Lower Canada [‘‘the Lower 
Canadians] with this exception, have [‘‘apparently’’] not the most 
remote interest [a marginal note here reads: ‘“They would have an 
interest in common with their neighbours in the general improvement of 
the country, as it wd. enhance the value of their property; and even other- 
wise, the burden would cease to be felt, when the public works once 
began to yield a profit. vide paragr: 28.’’ A further note, apparently in 
Macaulay’s handwriting reads: ‘‘When will that really be?’’] in the 
internal communications for which this Province has incurred a debt of 
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upwards of a million sterling, and for which she requires perhaps as much 
more. Neither the British resident in Lower Canada, nor the [‘‘french—’’] 
Canadian french habitant could be persuaded that the Welland Canal is 
of any service to him. If he has produce to export, or goods to import, 
he uses the navigable waters of the Saint Lawrence: for the sake of the 
advantages given him by this river, he has chosen an uncongenial climate, 
and an inferior soil; but he never reckoned upon bearing the expences of 
internal canals which neither import nor export for him. 

20 I know it is supposed, that the face of Lower Canada will be 
changed by British immigration: but I see no change which can produce 
a community of interest upon this point between the Lower Canada and 
Upper Canada farmer; and the more intelligent and calculating the 
population [“‘inhabitants’’] of the Lower Province become,—the more 
strongly [‘‘clearly’’] will they see the injustice of being taxed for the sake 
of Upper Canadian improvements. 

21 Iam not prepared to take the assent of the merchants of Mont- 
real to the Union, as expressing the voice of Lower Canada. They are 
chiefly interested in the trade of this Province; and the same arguments 
which [‘‘that’’] would prevail in Upper Canada, would have force in 
Montreal, with the additional inducement of its [that City’’] probably 
becoming the seat of Government, and the prospect of the Union pro- 
ducing a predominance of Anglo Canadian interests. {A marginal note 
here reads: “‘If it were sure that this end would be obtained, all objection 
to the Union must cease.—”’ 

22 One argument in favor of The Legislative Union, in which I see 
great weight, arises from the difficulty of imposing duties on imports and 
in the division of the [‘‘of dividing’’] revenues arising [‘‘accruing’’] from 
them, so as to do [“equal’’| justice to both Provinces. 

23 In the United States, the duties on imports, are expended for 
national purposes: yet their unequal pressure caused the loudest com- 
plaints in the Southern States, even so far as to produce threats of dis- 
solution of the Union. When there was supposed to be a surplus re- 
ceived over [‘‘realized beyond”’] what was required for national purposes, 
the several States were ready to quarrel about the distribution of the 
surplus, [‘‘of it;’’] until the Florida war happily relieved them of the cause 
of contention. The Southern States submit, but with an ill grace, to 
the import duties at present; for, though they are levied solely with a 
view to revenue for a strictly common purpose, they act as a protection 
to Northern manufactures, at the expence of the Southern agriculturists 
[‘‘Planters’’]. [A marginal note here reads: ‘‘But this objection to equal 
duties would not apply in the case of Canada, where there are no Manu- 
factures to protect—all being alike agriculturists and producers.—’”’ 

24 In these Provinces contending interests upon this point are also 
found [‘‘at present seen to exist.’’] Upper Canada finds herself [‘‘(from 
incidental causes, however)’’] under an absolute necessity of imposing 
duties on imports for the sake of revenue, to enable her to perfect her 
Canals [‘‘so as to render them productive]. The Lower Canadians, on 
the contrary, not finding themselves under the same necessity, would 
prefer a low scale of duty, and an unencumbered trade. [A marginal 
note here reads: ‘‘This, I am aware, is a strong negative argument in 
favour of the proposed Union.”’] The Legislative Union will [‘‘would’’] 
solve the [‘‘this’”’] difficulty legally, and save the Home Government the 
trouble of reconciling conflicting interests and opinions, by giving the 
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prevailing party in the Legislature the power of settling the matter their 
own way. but [‘‘Still,’’] Ido not see that justice is more likely to be done 
by an interested predominant party, than by a protecting and dis- 
interested Government. 

25. Could each Province be permitted [“‘Were it practicable for each 
Province’’] to tax itself, according to its own necessities and interests, 
justice would be done to both [‘‘the difficulty would in a great measure 
cease”’]. This could only be done by giving Upper Canada a seaport 
(‘This cannot be done so long as Upper Canada remains without a 
seaport’”’]; and even then, a system of unequal duties would have great 
disadvantages, in producing [‘‘inasmuch as it must produce’’] smuggling 
from one Province to the other, to prevent which would require strict 
revenue regulations [‘‘would be requisite’’] between the provinces, similar 
to what are [‘‘those now’’] become necessary, upon [‘‘along’’] the whole 
Provincial frontier. 

26 If an equal system of import duties should be preserved, and the 
Provinces continue [‘‘the Provinces remaining”’] separate with common 
ports of entry, the difficulty in the distribution of the proceeds would 
remain. This plan is liable [‘‘open’’] to objection arising from [‘‘in 
consequence of”’] the difficulty of ascertaining exactly the amount of 
imported goods liable to duty, consumed in each Province; but in the end, 
there is most probably more equal justice attained by this mode of 
distribution, than could be arrived at [‘‘secured’”’] by means of a united 
Legislature. 

27. To conclude this subject Of the difference of interests between 
the Provinces with regard to the imposition of duties on trade. It is to 
be considered, That in Lower Canada, there exists at present, no local 
taxation [A marginal note here reads: “I would prefer say Dzstrict or 
County taxation”’]: all the public expences are [‘‘being’’] borne upon the 
general revenue. To abstract any part of that revenue for the payment 
of the debt of Upper Canada, or for any other than its present uses, will 
produce a necessity for local direct assessments in Lower Canada. In 
the United States, their local taxes are very heavy, and much complained 
of. In this Province, they are comparatively light; but there exists a 
great unwillingness to increase them. In Lower Canada, the people are 
not accustomed to them at all; and from what I have learned of the 
character of the french population, I conclude [‘‘infer’’], that they will 
[‘‘would’’] with great difficulty, be induced to tax themselves; particu- 
larly if they find [‘‘found’’] the funds hitherto appropriated for local 
purposes, alienated for those [“‘objects’’] in which they have no [‘‘appar- 
ent’’] interest [‘‘in which they cannot understand that they have any 
interest—’’]. 

28 There is one [‘‘weighty’”] argument against the inferences 
[‘‘conclusions’’] which might be drawn [‘‘deduced’’] from the above 
premises, that is to say [“‘namely’’] that the embarrassments of Upper 
Canada are but temporary; that the public undertakings will produce 
[‘‘eventually’’] in themselves, a revenue sufficient to meet the interest 
upon the [“‘public’’] debt, and to pay the principal, and even to produce 
a surplus fund, of the benefit of which Lower Canada will partake. [A 
marginal note here reads: ‘‘vide paragr: 19.’”]_ I trust that, to a certain 
extent, this calculation may [‘‘would”’] prove correct. I am of opinion 
that with an increased revenue, which will leave taxation in this Province 
yet trifling, compared to [‘‘with’’] that in the United States, Upper Can- 
ada will from her own rescources [sic] meet [‘‘will be able to meet’’] all 
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demands upon her; but [“‘though’”’] I am not so sanguine as to hope for 
this result from the public works themselves. But even supposing it 
possible, I still do not see that Lower Canada can be made the guarantee 
for the success of speculation in the Upper Province; and if the embar- 
rassment be merely temporary, it seems to me that this Province may, 
with more propriety, seek assistance from England,—a country directly 
interested in the increase of the Provincial Commerce,—than from 
Lower Canada; which, with the exception of Montreal, is scarcely, if at 
all interested in the matter. 

29 Lest it should appear to be forgotten, I would remark that the 
timber trade in which Quebec is interested, requires no canals; The great 
Bulk of the Timber, being floated down the rapids, and the quantity of 
staves passed through the Welland [‘‘Canal’’] not being of any sensible 
importance to the Quebec market. 

30 As regards the third advantage to be gained by the Union, 
namely,—the producing a predominance of British Interests in Lower 
Canada, and thereby enabling The Government to restore to that 
Province a Legislature,—admitting the advantages to be [‘‘as’’] great 
as they are forcibly represented by The Earl of Durham, I must still say, 
That I consider the success of the measure very doubtful. 

31 His Lordship found The French in Lower Canada averse [‘‘op- 
posed”’] to British interests, & ready to seek the overthrow of British rule 
by revolt and by calling in the aid of the American border population. 
I do not believe that they would universally prefer American to British 
institutions, but I think they would probably act as a body in a United 
Legislature— [A marginal note here reads: ‘Is it not more probable 
that in their hatred of British rule they merely invoked American aid 
as a means to an immediate end, without calculating the after-chances of 
their being able to maintain their independence?”] Were the whole of 
the Upper Canadian population to be depended upon as firm adherents 
to English connection, the result sought for by The Earl of Durham 
would, with the aid of the electoral division of the Provinces, and the 
artificial majority thereby created, be probably produced. [A marginal 
note here reads: ‘‘This is the most weighty anti-union argument of the 
whole; but wd. not the force of the objection be met by the Union being 
deferred, until after an extensive Emigratn. had taken place?”] But 
it must be remembered that amongst the population not of French 
descent, there are many [‘‘numerous’’] decided enemies of British con- 
nection; many by birth [,] habits and education American, of whom many 
[‘‘a considerable number’’] are attached decidedly to American insti- 
tutions; many, [‘‘in fine,’’] who entertain extreme opinions as to popular 
rights, republican in effect whatever they may bein name. The inhabi- 
tants of Lower Canada would probably be opposed so far as local and 
sectional interests are concerned, to those of this Province; But I see 
nothing to prevent the junction of the French population [‘‘hostile as a 
body to British rule’’] with what, to avoid an offensive term, I would call 
the liberal party in this Province [a marginal note here reads: “‘The better 
term I think would be the movement party Jn M’’.], when any common 
purpose is to be attained. 

32> As far as I am able to judge, there are two parties in Upper 
Canada. as in the United States. The most correct line of distinction 
between which will be found in the commercial spirit opposed to the 
extreme notions of popular rights, by which the two are respectively 
guided [‘‘swayed’’]. The Assembly found in this Province by my prede- 


246 


TORONTO PUBLIC LIBRARIES 1839 


cessor, and the one now in existence, may be considered as fair specimens 
of the two parties The Commercial party seek for a settled state of 
political affairs, which would produce security of property, commercial 
prosperity, public credit and public improvements. These are joined 
to the conservative party, who are so from principle, or attachment from 
sentiment to British institutions [‘‘men who are from principle and senti- 
ment attached to British &c’’]. The [‘‘This’”] whole party [‘‘These 
combined parties’’] supports the Government, unless when their views 
regarding commerce and credit are interfered with, or their expectations 
disappointed by the Government, either from prudence or timidity 
declining to join in urging their extensive speculations. The other party 
seek for popular Government. They declaim against the extravagance 
of their opponents, and chiefly distinguish their course of policy by the 
extension of elective institutions; [‘‘by’’] Appointments of Parliamentary 
commissioners to conduct important affairs of Government; [‘‘by’’] 
Latitudinarianism respecting religion and education; by a restless desire 
for change. and [‘‘by’’] an impatience, at any control over their measures 
by the Imperial Government. 

33 The predominance of [‘‘the’] one party and the other has 
strangely fluctuated. That is to say, the fluctuations would appear 
strange without an investigation of the causes which produce them. So 
long as commercial affairs are prosperous; public credit good; money 
plenty; and public improvements proceeding with spirit:— The Com- 
mercial party claim all the merit of the public prosperity, and this merit 
is allowed them by the electors; though the benefit they experience may 
proceed from external causes. 

34 On the other hand, when commercial distress arises [a marginal 
note, marked to apply to the last four words, here reads: “Strike this out 
Jno M’’]; when all the money borrowed is spent, and ways and means— 
come to be considered; when the public credit is stopped; and public 
improvements [‘‘are’’] discontinued:— The distress arising is attributed 
[‘‘a state of commercial distress arises which is attributed &c’’] to extrava- 
gance, & to want of free institutions; although the causes of the crisis 
may [“‘as on the former hypothesis,”’] be purely external and altogether 
out of [‘‘beyond’’] the reach of either the Government or people. 

35 An election in this latter state of affairs generally will produce 
what I call [‘‘is called’’] a liberal Assembly, whose principal employment 
will be finding fault, and making new constitutions [‘‘clamouring for 
change in the constitution”’]. 

36 The [“innate’’] dislike of the French of Lower Canada to British 
institutions, and the republican spirit which they have perhaps imbibed 
from their Mother Country of late Years [‘‘of late years, from the 
country of their race,’”’] which have been found by The earl of Durham 
concentrated into intense jealousy and hatred to [‘‘of’’] British rule— 
(‘together with’’] the anti commercial spirit which they inherit from their 
forefathers, naturally identifies them with the liberal class in Upper 
Canada, [‘‘such as I have described it-—’’] The Upper Canada Assembly, 
when Mr Bidwell was speaker, was ready to act [‘‘in concert’’] with that 
of Lower Canada under Mr Papineau; and when the elections in this 
Province shall give the liberal party a predominance, or even a consider- 
able number of adherents in the [‘‘an’’] United Assembly from Upper 
Canada, The French members will always be found ready to act in a 
body with Upper Canadian liberals; and the two [‘‘conjointly’] will 
unquestionably overpower all conservative, influence in the Legislature. 


1839 


ARTHUR PAPERS 247 


37 By conservative, I wish to be understood to attach [‘‘as attaching’’] 
to the word its strict meaning, and not that which would apply to any 
party in England. 


38 The whole commercial party, as may be gathered from the fore- 
going observations, can only be depended upon as conservative in times 
of prosperity. Many of them shift to the other side, on the pressure of 
a money crisis; particularly when they find they cannot have their own 
way in the adoption of expedients. 


39 Now, My Lord I must confess that [‘‘viewing all these causes,’’] 
I consider the Union of these parties [‘‘referred to’’] as dangerous, if not 
fatal to connection [‘‘the continuance’’] with England, and incompatible 
with the stability of any constitution which may be proposed. Con- 
cession will alienate those from the Government who look to its con- 
sistency and fortitude in preserving the form of British Government in 
Canada, while it will not satisfy a revolutionary party till all be over- 
thrown. 

40 The discord arising from contending [‘‘conflicting’’] interests 
between Upper and Lower Canada for which I think I have already 
shewn abundant grounds, will arise when the Commercial party prevail 
in this Province; that is to say, at those times when the hope of The Ear! 
of Durham, of giving by the Electoral division, a preponderance to British 
interests, shall happen for a time to be realized. 


41 By Keeping these distinctions in view, Your Lordship will not 
see any inconsistency in my remarks on the details of the Bill, if I should 
shew the danger of concord between Upper and Lower Canada, on the 
one hand, or of discord on the other, which may arise from the several 
provisions of the measure. 

42 Before proceeding to these details I must however mention one 
subject of discord which may be found of serious consequence. The 
Catholic Priesthood of Lower Canada have hitherto possessed a very 
considerable, though declining influence over Lower Canada politics. 
This has been exercised hitherto, in favor of British Connection, because 
the Priesthood see that the only security for their religious establishment 
rests in the [‘‘present?’’] dependency of the Colony [a marginal note here 
reads: ‘‘This is quite true’; to this is added: “I should rather insert 
‘continued’ than ‘present’ Jno M’’]; and this influence forms, perhaps, 
the only [‘‘moral’’] hold we have upon the affections of the Lower 
[‘‘French’’] Canadians. 

43 The dislike to religious establishments of all kinds which a great 
portion of the inhabitants of this Province have brought with them 
from home [an emendation in Arthur’s handwriting here reads: ‘‘undis- 
guisedly evinced”, or borrowed from their American neighbours, is not 
more likely to be exhibited in a less degree towards [‘‘Roman’’| Catholic 
tithes, and compulsory support of a Clergy, than we have seen it dis- 
played towards the English Church in this Province. As I before 
observed, the influence of the Priesthood is [‘‘sensibly’’] declining in 
Lower Canada; and in case of a union of the movement party in the two 
Provinces, the Ecclesiastical establishment in the Lower Province [‘‘con- 
nected with the Church of Rome’’] will probably before long become the 
object of attack. It will probably [‘‘perhaps’’] be overthrown; and the 
Catholic Priesthood will have [‘‘be compelled” to seek for popularity 
instead of sacrificing it in any degree [‘‘as they are thought to have 
recently done’’] for the prevention of revolt or disaffection. 
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44 JT shall now proceed to remark upon the details of the proposed 
measure of Union. 

45 The Electoral division of the Provinces, which is obviously 
framed with the intention of giving the predominance to British interests 
in Canada, creates what will be, for a long time, an artificial majority, 
against the french canadians. 

46 These people are at present governed, it may be said, by the 
British Parliament; or, what is the same thing, by an Officer acting under 
the orders and superintendence of Her Majesty’s Government. So long 
as this is the case, It is to be presumed they will have [‘‘receive’’] strict 
justice; that their interests will be guarded ["‘protected,’’] and even their 
prejudices tenderly handled: but what security can Her Majesty’s 
Government have,of the same results, from the rule of a Parliamentary 
Majority, to which, according to the Earl of Durham’s report, they are 
decidedly inimical? That they will be under this rule, and beyond Your 
Lordship’s protection with the United Parliament, is abundantly obvious; 
and I have shewn, | think, too many interests concerned in doing them 
injustice, to admit of a hope that they will remain without just reasons 
for complaint. I cannot call this restoring to them the blessings of self 
government: it is, in fact, literally giving up one portion of the people of 
the United Province to the interest, rule, & governance of the other. 

47 But this is not the worst I apprehend, because I expect the 
junction of the Lower Canadians with the movement party in this 
Province; and should this take place, the very first of the details of the 
constitution which deprives the Lower Canadians of their numerical 
weight in the Legislature, will become the object of attack. 

48 One of the grievances most strongly represented by the movement 
assembly, and the members of that party in this Province, was the want 
of adjustment in the local distribution of the privilege of returning 
members to Parliament, according to numbers in the constituency. No 
doubt this subject will be revived in favor of the Lower Canadians; and 
I am sure [‘‘assume’’| Your Lordship is not prepared to resist a wish on 
the part of the United Assembly to have this grievance removed. The 
objection to change in the constitution may be asserted by the Provincial 
Government, but such assertion will only make the government un- 
popular, and unable to manage the provincial affairs in accordance 
[‘‘concurrence’’] with the Provincial Assembly. 

49 But the power of amending the constitution in this respect is 
given to The United Legislature, by the 8th. clause of the Bill, subject 
only to the disapproval of The Imperial Parliament. The Electoral 
division of the Province will therefore be a fair subject for contention; 
and | have no doubt but it will be a fruitful source of difficulty, according 
to the prevailing party in the Provincial Parliament. 

50 As regards the Constitution of the Legislative Council, It has 
been often represented, and no doubt Your Lordship must be well aware, 
that in this Colony, there are not materials for the formation of a body 
having the same relative influence as The house of Lords in England. 
[A marginal note here reads: ‘‘This is not placed in a sufficiently strong 
light— ‘The existence of the L.C. should be represented as absolutely 
indispensable under the British Govt in this Colony—for the same reasons 
that are to be given for the House of Lords in England— _ Practically it 
ensures the advice of the most able and intelligent men in the Colony 
when Legislating on local affairs— C.A.H”’] The Legislative Council 
has, notwithstanding, been found of great use, in impeding rash and 
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hasty Legislation, and in reforming bills crudely concocted in the 
Assembly. When the Legislative Council concur with the Assembly, 
their authority is quoted by the latter body most respectfully; but it is 
far otherwise when they resist the popular will. They have often been 
of material assistance to the government, and have afforded an oppor- 
tunity for the calm discussion of public measures not easily procured in 
the stormy deliberations of a popular assembly. I am, therefore, re- 
joiced that Her Majesty’s Governmt have seen fit to retain this branch 
of the Legislature; though it has always been, and no doubt always will 
be, an object of attack on the part of the movement party. 

51 The Official dependence of many of the Members of the Legis- 
lative Council has been one of the subjects of complaint against this 
Body; and I am very apprehensive that the Official qualifications [‘‘pro- 
posed by the Bill,’’] for the Office of Legislative Councillors, will be by no 
means popular. It [‘‘They’’] will not act as a substitute for property 
and rank, so as to make the Legislative Council approach in any degree 
to the importance or moral influence of a house of Lords; while it will 
expose the [‘‘whole’’] Body to the charge of being legally confined to the 
Bureaucracy of the Colony. 

52 Idonot my Lord see any necessity for the restriction of the Royal 
prerogative, by the creation of these qualifications for Office; and I would 
suggest that the possession of large landed estate by an intelligent and 
respectable man would be a less objectionable qualification than any of 
those contained in the Bill. 

53 The limitation of continuance in the Office of Legislative Council- 
lor to eight years, with opportunity for reappointment, would have very 
different effects, according to the principles upon which the Provincial 
Government shall be conducted. If the appointments take place with- 
out responsibility to the Assembly, as hitherto, the independence of the 
Council will be materially deteriorated in favor of the Royal Prerogative: 
If, on the contrary, the Government shall be bound to follow the dictates 
of a majority in the Assembly, the Council will, under the new system, 
be a popular body, dependent upon the Assembly, and liable to have its 
whole composition modified by the influence of the latter body. All 
this may take place in a lesser degree, with the present system of appoint- 
ments for life; and I am not certain that the constitution is improved by 
the making [‘‘rendering’’] the office merely temporary, and less dignified 
& respectable. [A marginal comment, in replacement of the last sentence, 
here reads: ‘The governor would be for ever liable to the charge of 
corrupt practices in making selections—appointing L. Councillors for a 
term of years, would wholly destroy the influence and usefulness of the 
body. C.A.H”’.] 

54 With respect to the District Councils, proposed to be established 
by the act, I have to offer some remarks which I trust Your Lordship 
will not attribute to any desire on my part to interrupt or interfere with 
a measure so important; and from which so much of good to these Prov- 
inces is hoped to be secured: but rather to a desire that, if Your Lordship 
should see any weight in my objections, the measure may be amended 
while there is yet opportunity. 

55 In Upper Canada at present local rates ["not exceeding a certain 
fixed amount”], are imposed by The Legislature [*‘in the several Dis- 
tricts’”’] for certain ascertained purposes. The expenditure is under the 
charge and superintendence of the justices of the Peace appointed by 
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the Crown. The Legislature has, however, the power of making any 
regulations or directing any uses to which money may be applied; and 
the levy of new assessments is generally authorized upon petition of the 
inhabitants. 

56 It is proposed by the new bill to take all this authority from the 
justices of the peace, and to lodge it in assemblies strictly [‘‘in a legis- 
lature consisting of one House only, strictly &c’’] popular and republican 
in their constitution, having [‘‘moreover’’] authority in themselves to 
appoint their own Officers;—to establish their own police; to borrow 
money to an amount only limited by their credit; to appoint the Officers 
by whom the money is to be expended; to make roads, streets, railways, 
canals, & other communications; and, in short, within their means, to 
exercise the principal functions of the present Legislature, with the 
addition of many of those now belonging to the Executive Government. 

57. They have the power of making all laws incidental to the impo- 
sition of taxes, and enforcing payment [‘‘thereof’’]. They have the full 
control over the constabulary force, for they can make [‘‘frame’’] laws 
regulating it; and they can make the appointments themselves, or prevent 
their being made at all. 

58 There is no strict definition of any exclusive powers possessed 
by these District Legislatures; there appears to be a concurrent authority 
in the General Legislature—a power of interference with the local 
councils, to any extent which the Parliament may think fit to assume. 

59 There is something in this plan which appears to be similar to 
[‘‘Shave a degree of resemblance to &c’’] the constitution of The United 
States. 

60 But, in the United States, the powers of the General Legis- 
lature are strictly defined; the different States are sovereign and inde- 
pendent for all the principal purposes of internal Government [‘‘with 
legislatures consisting of two Houses and an elective Governor’’]. There 
can scarcely be any very important collision between them although the 
States’ right party, and those who are for extending the powers of the 
General Government, dispute hotly [“‘warmly’’] enough upon the sub- — 
ject[.] 

61 The powers of the District Legislatures appear by the bill to be 
confined to narrow limits, but they in reality include very extensive 
authority. Collision between them and the General Legislature, I 
conceive to be inevitable; and I cannot help anticipating [‘‘therefrom’’] 
consequences fatal to the quiet of the Country. 

62 Ishould suppose that the right of Supreme Legislation conferred 
upon the General Legislature [‘‘Parliament of the United Province’’] is 
not intended to be exercised so as to abrogate in effect the authority of 
the District Councils, and that it would be expected of the Governor to 
hold the balance between them so as to avoid this consequence of the 
legal possession of the power of doing so. 


63 But it is very probable, that the views of the separate Councils 
will be very widely different on many questions, and the temptation to 
collision very great. 


64 One great party or the other must prevail in the general Legis- 
lature; and this will inevitably be opposed to the party prevailing in some 
of the sections. The course obviously open to the minority in the 
Sections, will be a petition to the General Assembly, and thus collision 
ensues of necessity. 
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65 [A marginal note here reads: ‘‘This paragraph being merely an 
illustration of Nos. 61 and 63 might perhaps be as well omitted. The 
substance of it is sufficiently expressed in what precedes.”’ To this is 
added: ‘‘Nevertheless the illustration is happy & I think important to 
be retained Jno.M’’.] The inhabitants of one of the Districts, for 
instance, choose to impose very heavy taxes upon Lands,—to place their 
place [‘‘seat’’] of Government at some part of the District indicated by 
sectional interest,—to incur debts for objects stated by the minority to 
be corrupt,—to conduct their affairs in a manner which the minority may 
say is extravagant, ruinous or dishonest. These are charges easily made, 
and easily proved to the satisfaction of a general majority, favoring a 
portion of the inhabitants of the District. Sometimes, the charges may 
be true; at all events, they will be made. The consequencé must be 
interference, with the District Councils; high-handed acts of the General 
Legislature; complaint of unconstitutional usurpation, and oppression 
from the District; and dissatisfaction and discontent which the Govern- 
ment cannot remedy, but of which it will have to bear the odium and 
disadvantage. 

66 The District Councils will meet quarterly; they will pass Laws, 
which the Governor will either disapprove or disallow. In both cases, 
the acts of the District Council will be discussed in the Parliament, and 
I do not see how they [‘‘such discussions’’] can fail to produce the most 
unhappy consequences. 

67 Again, My Lord, the General Legislature, according to the 
powers given by the act, may pass laws affecting any districts separately, 
[‘‘the operation of’’] which may be impeded by an address from the 
Districts. I can scarcely conceive a more fruitful source of vexation 
than this provision; all the public works, the line of roads, canals and rail 
roads, of very general importance, are all matters affecting one or more 
Districts more particularly than others; and sectional interests are thus 
brought into direct collision with those of general importance. Matters 
of vital consequence are thus kept open, and the public mind almost 
invited to be agitated respecting them. 

The periodical retirement of a portion of the District Councils, seems 
to me to take away all chance of harmony between the parliament and 
the subordinate Councils. The former is very frequently changed in its 
whole composition by a single Election; but the latter continues steady, 
because the change is only partial. The new party in Parliament will, 
as a matter of course, look to that body for the power of controlling the 
District Council, and we shall have [‘‘thus’’] two bodies elected by the 
people, [‘‘may be formed’’] contending with each other. 

68 The opposition in principle existing between the French & 
British population, will probably make all these sources of disagreement 
more frequent and important. [A marginal note here reads: ‘‘This, in 
a matter so domestic, is a very strong feature-—"’] The British inhabi- 
tant of Lower Canada, having no weight whatever in the District Council 
[a marginal note here reads: ‘‘He could alone be given any real weight 
thro’ the medium of Emigration,’’], will naturally appeal to the Parlia- 
ment, where he finds his friends of British origin; and interference with 
the self government of the Districts, either by the Governor of his own 
motion, or produced by the influence of his parliament, seems to follow 
as a natural consequence. 

69 But, my Lord, a more important practical question remains to 
be considered. The whole civil constabulary or police force, will, under 
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the new constitution be raised, paid, and probably appointed by the 
District Councils. There can be no Officers having authority in the 
Districts, interested in the enforcement of general Laws. The Magis- 
trates appointed by the Crown will have no force whatever at their dis- 
posal, over which they can exercise any control; and how, under such 
circumstances, the law can be carried into effect, if it [‘‘happen not to’’] 
be not sectionally popular, I am at a loss to conceive. 

70 In the United States, there are [‘‘is’’] a set of Officers in the 
several States belonging to the general Government. Their functions 
are not many, because the laws of the General Government are but few. 
When the Law, which the Americans call the neutrality act, was passed, 
it was immediately seen to be Nugatory, because the State authorities 
would not enforce it. Nay, they contravened it by their own acts, with 
impunity. 

71 But in the case of these Provinces, the Local police would have 
the actual enforcement of all Laws; and in such case, the power of the 
sovereign people of the section, in making them of no avail whatever, is 
very apparent. 

72 [A marginal note here reads: ‘This paragr: embodies the sub- 
stance of many of the precedg ones, almost sufficiently to supersede the 
necessity of their retention.—’’] J object to the establishment of District 
Councils because they introduce institutions purely republican into a 
country with a monarchical form of Government; because they remove 
the people from the Government, and in most important concerns, allow 
them to act without concert with, or dependence upon the Executive; 
because an influence opposed to the executive power is legally created, 
and interests [‘‘are’’] formed, which directly throw the population in 
opposition to the Government; because the system of conducting the 
public affairs of a community small in numbers is [‘‘expensive’’] compli- 
cated and conflicting, when every thing ought to be [‘‘economical’’] 
simple, and clearly defined. 

I am certain [‘‘satisfied”] My Lord, that were the system of purely 
democratic elective Councils adopted in England, it would be fatal to 
the Authority even of the Imperial Government & parliament; and the 
more the functions of these bodies were undefined, and mingled together 
with those of the parliament, the more unmanageable public affairs 
would become. I think the objections to the system quite as strong 
[‘‘perhaps stronger, in this Province, from its vicinity to a Republic,”’] 
as [‘‘than’”’] they would be in England and I consider the American plan 
of one general National Government with a number of sovereign states, 
with defined powers of Legislation, infinitely preferable. [‘‘It is, in fact, 
too great an admixture of republican with Monarchical institutions, to 
admit of any harmonious concert.’’] 

73 Insome of the States of the Union, they have a system of Town- 
ship Government; and Officers of Justice as well as militia Officers, and 
other functionaries are elected. This is accordant with their whole plan 
of Government; and indeed it would be more practicable here than the 
proposed plan of District republics;—because the General Legislature 
could hold a much more efficient control over Townships, than over 
Districts containing each nearly half a province. The system of Elective 
Township Commissioners & officers was attempted to be introduced 
into this Province some years since; but the expense and cumbrous 
working of the plan became apparent: it was on all hands abandoned; 
and it, amongst other faulty measures, helped to carry down with it the 
movement party with which it originated.— 
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74 The inconvenience, expence and delay attending Legislation 
upon local matters with but one parliament and one executive for the 
two Canadas would be very great; in fact, the contingent expences of 
the Legislature of the Province, and the wages of the members amount 
to a greater sum than the whole expenditure [‘‘for the support’’] of the 
Civil Government, & [‘‘for’’] the administration of justice. It would no 
doubt be increased by a Union which would remove the seat of Govern- 
ment to a greater distance from the several [‘‘large’’] portions of the 
country. But the expenses of this local Legislation by District Councils 
must increase this burden most materially; for the members of the 
Councils will not serve for nothing, more readily than their superiors in 
Parliament. 


75 The power of the Governor to disallow ordinances of the District 
Councils within two months, which ordinances are to be in full force 
until disallowed appears to me to be liable to great objections. [A 
marginal note here reads: ‘‘This would lead to very great confusion.—’’] 
An ordinance for the payment of money for the commencement of a 
public work; for the purchase of Land for District purposes; and even 
for the levying a tax, may be carried into operation in the whole or in part 
before the Governor could hear of the matter, consider it, or communicate 
his disallowance. This exercise of such a power could in such case be 
nugatory and would in all cases be odious. The possession of such a 
power would keep the Governor in continual turmoil and quarrel with 
the little [‘‘petty practical’’] republics; and the Parliament; and in fact, 
it would be safer, as well as more easy for him if he possessed no such 
authority. 

76 On the whole I think My Lord that Your Lordship must have 
seen that the great difficulty in the management of the Colonies has 
arisen from the want of actual power in the Government, and the want 
[‘‘also’’] of those moral checks to the temporary violence of popular will 
which the influence of extensive property, and rank affords in England. 
The present measure seems to me calculated materially to increase this 
difficulty; and I fear much it will render the Government of the Colonies 
altogether impracticable. 

77. I still continue to think [‘‘of opinion’’] that were the City and 
Island of Montreal added [‘‘with the intervening territory’’] to Upper 
Canada, there would be a juncture [‘‘a juncture would thus be effected’’] 
of all the parts of Canada, interested in combined local Legislation. I 
question very much whether in the Year 1842, the french Canadians can 
[‘‘may”’] be intrusted with a representative Government [‘‘any more 
than at the present moment;’’] and I think they are much better off in 
the hands of The Governor in Council than they would be in those of a 
parliamentary majority of those, who to say the least, have no great love 
for them. I think they would [‘‘strive to’’] get rid of the latter domina- 
tion by any combination, or by any means in their [‘‘power;’’] and it will 
[‘‘would”] be their own mismanagement if they have [‘‘had’’] not the 
opportunity. I would, therefore, with all deference to higher & better 
authority, recommend most decidedly that the present form of Govern- 
ment in Lower Canada should be continued for at least ten years; and 
if it should be so conducted as to shew the french canadians their true 
interests, and with proper regard to their prejudices and feelings, it 
seems to me the least exceptionable mode of reclaiming them. The 
British population of Lower Canada would have no reason to complain. 
They are saved from the Government of a majority which would oppress 
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them if it could; but it is no reason why they should rule that majority, 
that they are unwilling to be ruled by it. 

78 If this plan were adopted I think Upper Canada ought to be 
considered, as [‘‘in reality it’’] it really is, the most important possession 
of the Crown, on this continent; and I would recommend the principal 
seat of Government to be [‘‘fixed”’] in this Province, with as much of 
state and consequence about it as can [“‘could’’] be afforded; and if [“‘If, 
too,’’] some individual of high rank and fortune, or even one of the princes 
of the Royal Blood, could be induced to undertake the Office of Governor 
General, having the superint[endJence of the Government of the North 
American Colonies and visiting them all occasionally, I am of opinion 
that it [‘‘the circumstance’’] would tend, more than any thing else, to 
bind closer the ties of allegiance to the Crown which the truly Loyal 
Canadians cherish most dearly, and to unite to them those which the 
unsettled and unsatisfactory state of our affairs have partly alienated, 
than any constitutional change that can be devised. 

79 I regret most deeply that organic changes in the form of the 
constitution of the Colony has [‘‘have’’] been recommended. it was 
[‘‘They were’’] not [‘‘They have not for sometime past been’’] asked or 
wished for in any quarter [“‘quere?’’] The minds of the people have in 
[‘‘consequence,’’] been unsettled. They are now at work framing consti- 
tutions, and discussing abstract politics, when all they want [really 
need”’] is quiet, and confidence [‘‘and security.’’] and I fear much that a 
long time will pass, before [‘‘must elapse ere’’] the mischievous effects of 
the present [‘‘political’’] excitement will cease to be felt in this Province. 

80 A people invited to make essential changes in the constitution by 
which they are Governed, will always undertake the task readily. And 
the more general the submission to their opinion, the more alacrity is 
displayed in the work. I do not think the bill as it now stands would be 
popular, but a change [‘“‘in it’’] would probably be so [‘‘and it is difficult 
to say what changes in it might serve to make it palatable to a majority.”’] 

81 [A marginal comment here reads: ‘‘This paragr: might be 
omitted without detriment to the argument.’”’ To this is added: “I 
would leave this paragraph C.A.H—’’] The financier would modify it 
so as to get money; the liberal to get [‘‘obtain’’] more liberty[;] the loyal 
man because he would draw closer the bonds of authority, and the traitor 
because he sees in change, and disunion, and discontent a prospect of 
success [‘‘to his views’’]. 

The friends of local responsible Government would, for the present, 
take any constitution, with their own stipulation, because they know 
they could alter it at pleasure. The British inhabitant of Lower Canada 
because he hopes to overmaster his french neighbour. But with all these 
inducements, I cannot say that the wish for change is universal, or indeed 
general; for, there is [a] very large body of the population desirous of 
quiet, who see no hope of it from political changes, and who fear the 
consequences of any change which may proceed from the present de- 
liberations. [A marginal note reads: ‘If the people are permitted to 
think they may change their constitution when and how they please, 
every New House will attempt some alteration.’’] 


C. A. HAGERMAN To ArTHUR: A.L.S. 4p. 


[Place not stated.] 
I have read the draft of the despatch attentively :—having reference 
to the future welfare of this Colony, I do not think that Your Excellencys 
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disapprobation of the Union is expressed in sufficiently strong terms— 
and I think too much merit is ascribed to Lord Durhams Report, it is a 
paper that would have been better drawn up by many men in either 
Province :—it is calculated to mislead—and the opinions it contains (even 
with reference to Lower Canada) are wholly unstatesmanlike.— 

In my opinion there should be no expression used that would admit 
of the possibility of Your Excellencys being understood as acquiescing 
in any change of the Constitution of this Province—especially with 
reference to the Legislative Council:—and I say this because I am firmly 
convinced that any attempt at such changes will be resisted — _ It is un- 
necessary for me to say to Your Excellency, that a crisis is approaching 
which must determine whether these colonies are to remain British or 
not:—if the Constitution is to be altered in the manner proposed by the 
bill sent out, belveve me when I tell you, that when the Royal assent is 
given to the measure, the seal is set to the Act which will terminate the 
Royal authority in the Canadas.— 

I of course do not recommend intemperate language, but I do earnestly 
advise the plainest and most positive dissent from every clause in the 
bill, that is intended to effect the changes to which I have adverted.— 


C. A. HaGEerMAN To [ArtTHUR:] A.M.S. 9p. 


[Place not stated.] 

This bill is intended to confer an entirely new Constitution on the 
Canadian Provinces—and if it were also intended, that immediately 
after its adoption they should be declared independent of the British 
Crown, and established as a Republic—with power to the People to elect 
their Governor—the only alteration necessary—I should pronounce the 
scheme a good one—better than any that has yet been framed for the 
Government of any of the States on this Continent,— but regarding the 
measure as one under which it is designed to conduct the Government of 
the Country as a dependency of Great Britain, I consider it wholly 
impracticable: and this upon two grounds— 

(st... A Legislative Union of the two provinces will bring together, 
parties so wholly discordant and inimical to each other, that they never 
can be brought to act harmoniously— Lord Durham has correctly 
stated that the French Canadians not only dislike, but entertain an 
absolute and unconquerable hatred of the British party— And this 
feeling, however much to be regretted, is a natural feeling— Their 
allegiance to the British Crown is a forced allegiance—obtained by 
conquest—and continued by compulsion.— Wholly differing and dis- 
tinct from their conquerors—in Religion—Laws—Language—habits— 
political preferences—and Social intercourse—it is altogether unreason- 
able to expect that they will ever cordially submit to an influence utterly 
repugnant and hateful to them.— 

Justice to those persons therefore as well as a just regard for the 
peace and contentment of the Country generally—, will at once point 
out to every discreet Statesman—as well as to all benevolent men—the 
propriety and necessity of keeping the races distinct—and retaining the 
power~of governing each—justly and kindly—but according to such 
system as is best suited to the respective communities.— 

My firm conviction is that if a Union of the Provinces should be 
determined upon, it will be utterly impossible for the British Crown to 
retain its authority over them: Measures that one party will approve 
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of, will be repudiated by the other[,] jealousies arising from Patronage 
and a thousand other causes will spring up—hatred of each other will 
encrease—and discord will extend so greatly as to become unendurable, 
and all parties will in the end—and as a certain consequence—desire to 
be released from their allegiance, and be permitted to establish a Govern- 
ment for themselves.— 

My second great objection to this measure is that it is republican in 
its tendency.— The proposal to appoint Legislative Councillors who 
are to hold their seats for ezght years—will be found wholly inadmissible 
among the Loyal portion of the Community in both Provinces—especially 
in this:— I think the Ministers will strike this section from the bill 
before it is introduced into Parliament— The mere suggesting it will be 
productive of much mischief.— Instead of encreasing,—every measure 
relating to the government of these Colonies should have the affect of 
lessening the difference between its Constitution and system of Govern- 
ment and that of England— The Monarchical principle should be 
strengthened not weakened:— With this view it would be far better to 
render seats in the Legislative Council hereditary—as is provided for in 
the present Constitution of the Provinces—than to adopt the proposed 
system of change. The independence of this Branch of the Legislature 
will be lost by such a constitution, and the embarrassments of the Govern- 
ment in administering public affairs, satisfactorily and with firmness, 
will be vastly encreased, and the impartiality of its conduct in making 
selections will be inevitably subject to painful and unjust suspicions.— 
The authority of the Crown to annex to hereditary titles and honors in 
the Provinces, the right of being summoned to the Legislative Council, 
as provided in the 6th. Section of the Constitution—(Imperial Act 31. 
Geo 3d Ch:31—) is wholly unnoticed in the proposed bill: This among 
other things marks the downward tendency of the measure—and will 
encrease the apprehensions that have of late years been excited in the 
minds of the Loyal, that it is the wish and intention of the British 
Government to sever the connection with the Parent State, and to trans- 
fer the dominion of the Country to the neighboring republic.— 

If the proposed bill were free from the two great—and as I believe 
insuperable objections to which I have adverted, I should pronounce it 
generally a skilfully devised and judicious measure.— 

The scheme for giving the ascendency in the House of assembly to 
the British party, is very much better than any I have ever heard sug- 
gested or proposed, and while it would, I think, effectually accomplish 
the object in view, it attains that object without any violation of just 
principles:—and with it J am therefore perfectly satisfied.— 

I do not feel confident that the proposed system of ‘‘District Councils” 
will be found to work well, but I think it possible they may, and I should 
not object to a trial being made.— If successful they will relieve the 
Provincial Legislature from much unpleasant Legislation— Great incon- 
venience arises from the contests that are now constantly occurring 
among Members to obtain a share of the public money for local purposes, 
this would be in some degree removed by establishing District Councils, 
if the members composing them would act for the benefit of their re- 
spective communities, and without political bias— The most obvious 
objection that occurs to me is the frequency of the elections which the 
measure will have the effect of introducing,— I would strongly advise 
that the Members of the Council should be elected for a longer term than 
[the words ‘‘one year’’ are here deleted] is proposed, and that no change 
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should take place in less than two years, the number of Members also is 
too great.— 

The whole of the arrangement with respect to Finance, and the Civil 
list I consider unobjectionable, indeed the plan proposed for the settle- 
ment of this part of the question, and it is a part involving considerations 
of great delicacy and difficulty, I consider extremely judicious.— 

The restraint imposed on the Legislature with respect to money 
grants not recommended by the Crown, I regard as most important and 
beneficial.— 

With respect to the appointment of Speakers to the two branches of 
the Legislature, and their right to a double vote on certain occasions, I 
think that the act should contain no other provision than that the Crown 
should have the appointment of Speaker of the Legislative Council with- 
out any restraint in the Selection—and that the election of the Speaker 
of the Assembly should be in conformity with the usages of the Imperial 
Parliament—and that the public business in both branches of the Legis- 
lature should be conducted according to such rules as they should re- 


spectively decide upon.— At present the practice of the Imperial 
Parliament is adhered to as nearly as possible, and in all disputed cases 
forms the rule of decision Inconvenience has arisen from the exercise 


of a double Vote by the Speaker of the Legislative Council in Lower 
Canada: if a Member of the Council the Speaker should vote as the Lord 
Chancellor or Speaker of the House of Lords (being a Peer) now votes—if 
not a member—the right to give a casting vote should be granted, or 
expressly with held.— 

It is desirable that the power of the Provincial Legislature to punish 
for contempt should be defined— This power has been exercised in 
this Province over persons not members as well as members—and the 
Judges of the Court of Queens Bench have expressly decided that the 
assembly possesses the power of punishing a person not a Member for 
contempt.— 

' The power of removing the Speaker of the House of Assembly by a 
Vote of its members is I think highly inexpedient.— 

The 32d. Clause which prohibits the Provincial Legislature from 
adopting any Law which may affect the succession to the Crown—or 
Foreign Treaties—or the relations of Peace and War—would be highly 
objectionable if it were to be construed as compelling submission to any 
treaty designed to transfer any portion of the Colonies to a foreign power; 
and unless this be intended, I do not see the object of introducing the 
section at all; and it appears to me equally unnecessary to reserve by 
special enactment the rights of the Imperial Parliament to pass Laws 
relating to and affecting the Colonies— The entertaining of the pro- 
posed bill proves that such right does exist—and its existence ought not, 
by implication even, to be made a question.— 

I observe that it is intended to preclude the Governor and Council 
from forming a Court of Appeal in Civil Matters, and that no other 
tribunal is substituted, this under the existing Laws of both Provinces 
would leave them without any Court of Appeal at all— Great incon- 
venience might arise from this—especially if it should happen that the 
Legislature could not agree on substituting another Tribunal— it is of 
much importance that this contingency should not be overlooked—and 
it appears to me that Justice to public officers, who may be unjustly 
assailed, as well as to the People of the Country requires, that a Court of 
Impeachment should be established.— The Legislative Council if filled 
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with men of known integrity and ability—holding their Seats for life—is 
obviously the most fit party to be entrusted with this important duty.— 
[Accompaning the above document is a printed copy of: “Upper and 
Lower Canada. A bill For Re-uniting the Provinces of Upper Canada 
and Lower Canada, and for the Government of the United Province... 
Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 1839. 0.93.] 


[Joun Macautay] To [ARTHUR]: A.M. initialled: with emendation in 
Arthur’s handwriting. 28p. 


[Place not stated.| 

Notes— 

I would respectfully offer as substitutes for paragraphs No 1. and 2. 
the following [Marginal note here reads: ‘‘I mean the substance Jno M”’]: 

i— I have perused with deep interest the Bill introduced by Her 
Majesty’s Government into Parliament for re-uniting the Provinces of 
Upper and Lower Canada, of which Your Lordship has recently honoured 
me with a Copy [marginal note here reads: ‘‘Despatch No 76 5 July 
1839’’]; and although it is not to be pressed to a second reading this year, 
I shall lose no time in unreservedly offering to Your Lordship the opinions 
which on mature consideration I have been led to entertain of this difficult 
and most important measure. [A marginal note in pencil, in Arthur’s 
handwriting, at the beginning of this paragraph reads: ‘I have already 
very briefly acknowd your Lordship’s Despatch ... transmitting to me 
a Copy of the Bill introduced by H M Govt into Parliament for reuniting 
the Provinces of Upper & Lower Canada’”’.] 

If in the examination of its general scope, and of the details embodied 
in the several clauses of the Bill, I have failed to satisfy myself that it is 
in its tendency safe and politic, I assure Your Lordship it is not because 
I have spared any exertion to arrive at just conclusions.— I have 
endeavoured to look calmly, and critically [cancelled phrases here read: 
“impartially” and ‘“‘without bias or prejudice’’] at the probable results of 
Canadian Re-union— They appear to my judgment pregnant with 
political evil—but, still, if a Re-union should be finally resolved upon in 
accordance with the general principles of the present Bill, it will become 
a duty, which I shall most carefully enter upon, to employ all my powers 
in attempting to promote the views of Her Majesty and of Parliament 
for reconciling the Canadian people, and restoring their peace, content- 
ment, and respect for the laws and for legitimate authority— 

The Earl of Durham, in his Report, has suggested the Re-union of 
the Provinces, and upon this suggestion it is to be presumed that the 
present Bill has been framed[.] 

Having already had occasion to discuss at some length certain 
passages in the Noble Earl’s Report, I have no desire to trouble Your 
Lordship with many further remarks upon it— 

I readily and fully recognise the industry and ability which have 
been exhibited in the compilation of that Document. There can be no 
doubt that His Lordship, while in Canada, was most solicitous to inquire 
[a cancelled phrase here reads: ‘‘felt the greatest solicitude in inquiring”’] 
into its social and political evils, and the means of applying effectual 
remedies. I cannot however, withhold the expression of my regret that 
circumstances did not afford His Lordship a sufficient opportunity of 
becoming personally and practically acquainted with this portion of the 
Canadas, before he found it requisite to submit to Her Majestys Govern- 
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ment a project for remodelling that Constitution, under which it has 
flourished during half a Century, and which was not (at least openly) 
complained of by any person or party during His Lordships adminis- 
tration as Governor General. Indeed at the present time, and under all 
the excitement produced by His Lordship’s Report and the [the word 
“public” is here cancelled] proceedings consequent upon its publication, 
there is no desire expressed by the well disposed part of the people for 
an alteration of the Constitution. A clamour is raised, it is true, for a 
more complete enjoyment of the Constitution, by which loyal men mean 
a closer assimilation of our system of Government to that of England, 
but they do not mean that the Constitution itself should be altered. 
They are sincere & honest in this desire, although they may not have 
yet discerned the impracticablillity of their favourite scheme. On the 
part of that class of persons in the Province, whom I need not hesitate 
to designate as Republican in their principles—the clamour is however 
raised with far different views. The Responsible Government which 
they aim at, would destroy the Constitution, and prostrate the rights of 
the Crown, at the feet of a democratic [the word ‘‘republican’’ is here 
deleted] Majority in the House of Assembly. 

His Lordship, if he had been at liberty to make full and general 
inquiries in Upper Canada would have discovered that hitherto the 
constitution granted in the year 1791 has been found except on a few 
occasions to work harmoniously and with eminent benefit to the Colony— 
and that the desire for organic change occasionally avowed by a few had 
ceased to be [the word ‘“‘publickly”’ is here deleted] demanded by any 
party at the time when His Lordship made his Report{.] 

The want of a full acquaintance with the condition of Upper Canada, 
and a reliance on information hastily collected for him by others seem to 
have led His Lordship into some unfortunate Misstatements; and though 
I do not hesitate to acknowledge that I coincide with him in some of His 
views on particular points of policy, I am bound to add that on others, I 
apprehend His Lordship has offered opinions and suggestions which in 
their effects threaten much prejudice to the peace of the Country, and 
to some sound and established maxims of Colonial Government|.] 

While there are conclusions contained in the Report which are worthy 
of the most careful and deliberate consideration, I consider the publica- 
tion of that Document, unfortunate, since it will most probably expose 
Her Majesty’s Government to great embarrassment in carrying into 
effect its plans for the permanent settlement of Canadian Affairs— 

But to return to the proposed measure of a Re-union of the Canadas— 
I am anxious to consider it in its intrinsic &c 

vide Section 3rd 

Upon this section, no remark is necessary—except that a sentence 
might well be inserted adverting to the notice taken in former Despatches 
of the effect produced by the Report on the public mind— 

Paragraph 4 
I do not see any necessity for adding to the first sentence the words in 
pencil ‘On general principles,” or before ‘“‘union’’—the word “‘political’’— 
The sentence is stronger without them— 

Toxget rid of the objection pointed out in the concluding sentence I 
would say—‘“‘colonies, to which the advantages of national strength are 
secured by their connection with the Metropolitan State’’— 

But it seems questionable whether Section 4, as well as Sections 5, 6 
78 &9 might not better be omitted— 
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The subject, to be accurately developed, which these paragraphs 
touch upon, is quite enough for an entire despatch—& I think the greatest 
care should be observed in treating it. 

I think it scarcely prudent to bring prominently into view, the weak- 
ness of our extended line of frontier occupied by a slender population, 
when opposed to the compact masses upon the other side of the Bound- 
ary— 

I think it may be maintained that a national Union of the North 
American Colonies is not altogether a vain idea. It is true that they 
might be incapable of subsisting as an independent nation, if left to the 
attack of the United States without aid from other Powers, for they 
possess length without corresponding breadth— But were England 
induced to erect one or even two independent Sovereignties on our 
present Colonial limits, She could defend their independence and in- 
tegrity by alliances and treaties in the same manner in which the minor 
powers of the old world are protected in their independent political 
existence[.] 

This perhaps may not be at present expedient[.] I do not think it is 
a subject which needs at this time to be discussed. Sufficient to the 
time is the exigency which is to be met—& that is the government of 
the two Canadian Provinces—& the invention of some new state ma- 
chinery for the management of their local affairs— 


I am inclined to think that it is advisable to omit all the passages 
from No 4 to No 9 inclusive—& in such case probably there might be a 
few additional sentences attached with advantage to the 3rd Section 
dwelling upon its subject. Still it is probable that were the writer of 
those paragraphs to review and retouch them, he might make them very 
valuable parts of the Despatch.— For this however time may not be 
allowed— 

Section 11— 

After ‘‘Separate”’ in first line—add— 

“and independent [the word ‘Sovereign’? is here inserted] com- 
munities’’— 

and leave out ‘‘and liable to no external influence’’,—because there 
never existed a state that was wholly free from external influence except 
perhaps Dr. Francia’s state in Paraguay— 

Section 13— 

This is all correct except that Pennsylvania borders on Lake Erie 
and attracts much of the trade of some other merely Lake States to 
Philadelphia by means of her numerous rail roads & Canals[.] [A 
marginal note here reads: ‘‘Pennsylvania like New York is a Lake State 
as well as an Atlantic State. ie She is bounded in one part by the sea, 
and in another by Lake Erie— Ohio, Michigan Illinois, Wisconsin, are 
merely Lake States or Territories’’.] 


I have therefore noted an amendment in pencil on the Draft of the 
Despatch. 

There is however one important difference between the Provinces 
& the states having common outlets— The imposition of duties on 
Commerce in the Union and their application belongs not to the re- 
spective states but to the Federal Legislature. The grand cause of 
trouble is thus removed. England of course possesses as respects the 
Canadas the same power of regulating our trade & intercourse so far as 
the imposition & collection of duties is concerned that the Federal 
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Legislature exercises over the trade & intercourse of the American United 
States—but it has not always been duly brought into operation[.] 
Section 14 

I do not see how this could well be done. When the Provinces were 
united the trade between the several parts of the Provinces could not 
easily be subjected to unequal burdens—but moneys might be partially 
& unjustly expended in some portions of the country to the neglect of 
others— 

The section may perhaps be allowed to remain, tho’ it strikes me as 
rather a strained argument— 

Section 21 

Instead of ‘‘the’ prospect of the Union &c—insert after and ‘‘still 
more the hope in which they indulge of the Union producing a pre- 
dominance of Anglo-Canadian interests.” 

It might also be said ‘‘Moreover they feel severely the effect of the 
late disturbances in trade—and overlook the objections to the Union in 
their eagerness for any change which may promise a chance of improving 
their position”’[.] 

Section 23 

It is a mistake to assert that the duties on foreign commerce are 
levied in the United States ‘‘solely with a view to revenue for a strictly 
common purpose’— The American Tariff has always been more or 
less regulated with a view to the protection of domestic manufactures 
and after the war some duties were increased to an enormous amount, 
expressly to encourage such domestic manufactures as are now flourishing 
at Waltham, Lowell &c. These duties were severely felt in the Southern 
States— They are even yet exceedingly high although when they had 
a surplus Revenue, some diminutions took place in particular duties— 

Section 25 

This objection, of the disadvantage of unequal duties, is strong 
against the division of the Province & tells in favour of Union[.] 

Separate taxation might even now be attempted but it would be 
intolerable—& therefore the same scale of import duties should prevail 
in both Provinces under any alteration of territorial limits & while they 
remain distinct. 

In the 23rd Section the objection of the Southern planters rests on 
the wnequal pressure of the duties upon the two opposite divisions of the 
Union— They did not consider it an objection that the duties were 
equally levied on all imports, but that they were levied to encourage 
Northern interests|.] 

The argument will however, bear upon the case, because the Southern 
people conceived the imposition of heavy duties a needless burthen, just 
as the Lower Province now might, under their circumstances say “we 


’ want no new taxes,’’ even while additional imposts at Quebec are necessary 


to the extent of £100,000, in order to give us £38,500 towards paying 
the interest upon our English debt— 
Section 44 

Nothing occurs to me to remark upon in the passage from the 23rd 
to the 24 Section [sic]—except as follows: 

The distinction between the Commercial & the Liberal parties is 
new, and I think pretty correct. The Commercial men, in the mass, 
have been always true in their support of the Govt[.] Many however 
occasionally enter the ranks of its foes upon particular occasions but they 
can generally be relied on as a Body. 
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[The following paragraph is here deleted: ‘‘Perhaps, too favourable 
a view is taken in the 28th paragraph, of the returns from our public 
works. The period when the Welland Canal and Saint Lawrence Canal 
will yield a revenue equal to the annual interest of the money expended 
on their construction is itself sufficiently remote. I do not conceive 
that for generations to come they will also restore the principal much 
less produce a surplus fund. We certainly cannot now venture to hold 
out any hope of participating in any such surplus to Lower Canada with- 
out incurring the risk of asneer— _ I therefore conceive that this passage 
should be moderated. I doubt whether it is a sufficient qualification to 
express a hope that to a certain extent this calculation may prove 
correct’’.] 

The 28th paragraph may perhaps be considered as worded with 
sufficient caution— Yet it is an extravagant idea to expect from our 
public works a return of the principal and even a surplus fund as stated 
in the argument—more especially when we yet require a million to com- 
plete the works of the Welland & St. Lawrence Canals. & have not the 
present ability to pay the interest on the outstanding debentures[.] 
Perhaps a little modification of the language would be prudent, even at 
the expence of force in the argument[.] 

Section 50 

I agree with Mr H. in thinking that the importance of the Legislative 
Council as at present formed and composed should be placed in bold 
relief. In Upper Canada It has, except on a few occasions when the 
assembly was strongly against the Government invariably acted in 
concert with the other branch and most usefully for the public. It 
should remain as at present constituted, & without any other restriction 
upon the Crown’s selection of new Members than now exists. Resigna- 
tion should however be allowed, and deprivation for bankruptcy or 
infamous conduct, &c[.] 

I have not discovered any desire in the Country for a change in the 
Constitution of the Legislative Council, although clamours have occa- 
sionaly prevailed respecting the composition of the House for which there 
is every year less solid ground— 

I can therefore see no reason for hazarding theoretical improvements 
not demanded by the public voice, in an Institution of which the practical 
results have been beneficial— 

In the discussions in which the Public Press has indulged respecting 
the proposed changes in the constitution of the Council I have not dis- 
covered any approbation of them. On the contrary I have seen them 
severely handled by some of the ultra-liberal Journals— The more 
serious errors of the Legislative Council have been committed since they 
gave way to the popular cry for loans for public improvements— Had 
they sternly adhered to their own original views respecting the public 
debt, the Provincial finances would not have been so heavily weighed 
down as they now unfortunately are, and we should thus have escaped 
one of the most fruitful and embar[rlassing causes of future popular 
discontent[.] 

The Council, in fact, have only erred in my opinion on occasions 
when they have yielded to the popular impulse beyond the point at which 
in the exercise of their own deliberate judgment they would have pre- 
ferred stopping|.] 

It does, too, seems extraordinary that while a cry is raised for the 
English Constitution & System of Executive Government. in all their 
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integrity, the British Cabinet should propose a most signal departure 
from the principles on which the existence of an Upper House of Parlia- 
ment has hitherto reposed— Instead of a closer assimilation to the 
House of Peers than now exists (which in fact could not well be attained) 
the Legislative Council is rendered more like a republican senate of one 
of the neighbouring states—and a Councillor sinks from a station of 
comparative independence, as a life legislator into an Incumbent of an 
8 years office, and a mere time-serving intriguer, for a new lease of office, 
with the influential persons in the Province for the time being, whether 
Lt Governor, or a Majority in the Assembly|.] 

Mr Sullivan says truly ‘‘there are not materials for the formation of 
a body having the same relative influence as the House of Lords in 
England’’— It should be added that the fault does not lie wholly in 
the deficiencies of those classes of our community from whence Council- 
lors are & only can be drawn— 

In the first place, it is certain, that in no country in the world can 
materials be found for a Legislative body of corresponding influence with 
the British House of Peers, for this plain reason chiefly, that that august 
Body was not the creation of a day, but the growth of ages, and is 
enveloped in historic dignity, and shielded by the accumulating respect 
of many generations— 

In the next place, you cannot form such a body in this Colony, be- 
cause you not only do not find here men of princely estates, surrounded 
by their tenantry but see almost a general level among the owners of the 
soil. Every man almost who cultivates land, is its Lord—and for this 
reason alone, it is clear that an Upper House, corresponding to the British 
in weight and influence, cannot be found in Upper Canada[.] 

It seems to be most inexpedient to impose any restrictions upon the 
exercise of the Royal Prerogative in the appointment of Legislative 
Councillors. The best security for the efficiency & weight of the Council 
consists in the continued exercise of sound & cautious Executive dis- 
cretion in the choice of new Members from time to time— 

The concluding sentence of the 53rd paragraph is quite too tame— 
The marginal amendment in pencil would be a vast improvement— 

Section 74 

The whole train of paragraphs upon the District Councils is well 
concluded by this one—& I should not desire to see any part of them 
omitted— The evils sure to flow from the introduction of institutions 
so little harmonizing with our Monarchical form of Government, are 
well described— 

Section 78 

I see nothing to remark upon after section 74 until I come to this— 
It appears to me that the allusion to the Princes of the Blood Royal need 
not be made. It would probably be better to have as Gov Genl a well 
tried & experienced officer or statesman— 

Sect 79 

“They have not for some time past been asked for in any quarter’’— 

81st Paragraph 

I do not object to this paragraph, though I think it might perhaps 
be thrown into better form— 

With respect to the Bill itself{—I observe that in the 13th Section it 
has been thought necessary to provide that a dead Councillor shall not 
be ‘“‘again summoned”’ to office— 
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The 16th Section provides that the person occupying the chair of 
the Legislative Council shall be called President, which seems an uncalled 
for innovation, & a departure from the policy of British assimilation. 


I should hope that Her Majesty’s Government will act upon the 
maxim, that no change shall be made which can be avoided— _ Experi- 
mental Legislation above all things will not answer in Canada. 


By the 18th Section two Members are allowed for the Cities of Quebec 
Montreal, & Toronto, and for the Town of Kingston, while the Borough 
of Three Rivers in Lower Canada, and all the District Towns in Upper 
Canada, except Toronto and Kingston, which are now represented in 
the assembly or soon would be under our statute will be deprived of the 
right of returning Members|.] 


I must confess I do not like this change— It seems to me unjust 
towards that great Commercial party which is adverted to in the Draft 
of a Despatch, and whose stronghold is in the Towns|.] It may be seen 
that hitherto almost every Town Representative has been Conservative 
in his views and a supporter of the Government— By throwing over- 
board this valuable class of Members, the Bill gives incalculable strength 
to the other opposing ‘‘liberal’’ party, which depends on the rural popu- 
lation—the yeomanry, lords of the soil, whose inclinations from their 
very condition of life tend to the assertion of independence, and a 
republican degree of control over the Executive— This party will thus 
gain an irresistible ascendancy—and enforce a narrow anti-commercial 
policy— 

It is my impression that the origin of this project for excluding the 
Town representation from the United Assembly is to be sought in 
MacKenzie 7th Report upon Grievances, in which the Towns are de- 
nounced as sinks of Tory Corruption—& that, simply because they sent 
Members, who were resolute in opposing his pernicious schemes, and in 
promoting commercial enterprise and the general improvement of the 
Country— 

I therefore should wish some alteration in this clause— If the 
population of 1000 Souls in any Town in which the Quarter Sessions are 
held, which is the limit provided by our act be thought too small, it 
might be well to fix it at Two thousand, or any other proper number— 
I do not think any Town should be entitled to Two Members until its 
population had increased to 20,000 souls or at least 15,000—& therefore 
question the expediency of granting Two Members at present to Kingston 
& Toronto. the former containing near 6000, and the latter 12,000 souls|[.] 
I am quite sure that in the case of Kingston in particular the expense of 
doubling its representation in Parliament would be felt as a severe tax— 
& that, more especially, when it must also maintain a representative in 
the District Council— Its present expence, under the Head of Legis- 
lative Representation would thus be trebled, as its Member in the District 
Council would probably require equal compensation with the Members 
of the United assembly— 

By the Bill only 8 urban Members are allowed in a House to be 
composed of 98 Members|.] 

There were recently 6 Urban Members in a Lower Canadian Assem- 
bly, consisting of about 80— 

In our Assembly at present consisting of 62 Members there are seven 
who represent Towns and the number may soon be increased to 14. 
which is the present number of the Districts— 
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The Bill for the Reunion thus reduces the urban representation 
immediately from 13 to 8—the total representation being at the same 
time reduced from about 140 to 98—and prospectively from 20, or as 
many more as new formations of Districts might sanction to the stated 
number of 8— 

It will be seen on reference to the list of Members of assembly, that 
the urban Members are distinguished for talent & respectability[.] 
Jno M[.] 


ARTHUR TO SIR JOHN GARDINER: LB.3, p. 60-61. 


Govt. House, Toronto. |Marked ‘“‘Private—not sure’”’.] 

I have recd. yr. letter of the 20th June wh. being forwarded by way 
of Halifax has not reached me so early by a Month.— As people always 
wish to know the result of their recommendation of friends I lose no 
time in saying that Mr. Lindsay may be assured I will do any thing in 
my power that is consistent with the obligations of duty to serve his 
friend Col. Farquharson who is a very gentlemanly person & I have no 
doubt wd. command a Regt, well. In fact, I like him exceedingly; but, 
it is impossible here to gratify one’s taste, & circumstances govern a 
decision in many Colonial Matters without any reference to inclination. 

I assured Col. Farquharson who has proceeded to Ireland that if at 
any time I cd. promote his wishes I wd. do so with the greatest pleasure— 
&, by that assertion I hold myself bound—but can say no more—except 
that I shall have additional pleasure in serving any friend of Mr. Lindsays 
for whom I have the highest esteem. 

Now for Mr. S. [7.e. J. ] Spragge. [I am not quite sure that I have 
ever seen him, wh. I am ashamed to acknowledge because he keeps the 
District School in Toronto wh. I ought to have repeatedly visited— 
He is, however, I know by repute a very worthy person, & it will gratify 
me to be usefu] to him— 

We are at present quiet except that there is a great rage for Meetings 
to advocate “responsible govt.’ & rumours of impending mischief during 
the Winter encrease every day. 

I hope, however, we shall get well thro’ whatever may be in store for 
us—& I am sure | shall have yr. good wishes. 

Will you do me the favor to forward the enclosed to the Duke of 
Richmond to His Grace’s Address. 

[Enclosure referred to is apparently item 915.] 


ARTHUR TO RicHMOND: LB. 3, p. 60. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

Lord Fitzroy has forwarded to me Yr. Grace’s note of the 20th May, 
but I regret that he was prevented, as he wrote me, by a slight indispo- 
sition, from passing this week with me. 

He is, however, I understand, now quite recovered; & on my return 
from the St. Lawrence, I hope we shall become personally acquainted, 
& Yr. Grace may be assured that I shall be much gratified in showing 
him every attention. 


ARTHUR TO SiR R. [W.] GARDINER: LB.3, p. 62-64. 


Govt. House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 
As yr. son has gone with Col. Fraser on a tour of the Westward I will 
hastily acknowledge yr. Letter of the 16th. Augt. with two packages 
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enclosed for yr. son to explain why you will not hear from him by the 
Great Western & to let you know that he is quite well, as I find by a 
letter wh. I recd. this morng. from the West. 

As to the trip to New York to wh. you allude it was of no great 
importance—_ If he cd. have been spared & wished it I shd. have been 
glad to have sent him on to Washington to Mr. Fox as I think such 
employmt. is highly beneficial to Young Officers. I shall keep him in 
view for occupation of any kind that may offer. I was not aware of his 
desire to accompany Col. Fraser to the West until his application for 
Leave approved by his Commanding Officer actually came before me. 
I had much rather he had gone to Washington. 

Yr. now making this remark to him can do no good, but you may as 
well mention to him from yrself. that in future he had always better 
consult me upon his plans & movemts., & I shall be happy to advise him. 

I regret to perceive that you feel so despondingly about Old England— 
I well remember being cast down this way myself some years ago—but I 
have now no fears of the kind, & am quite satisfied that, in the end, all 
will be right—& passing thro’ troubled waters does no more harm to 
nations than to Individuals. We have been plagued exceedingly in 
Upper Canada by what are called ‘‘Durham Meetings” for responsible 
Govt.—by wh. is meant the High Commissioners wild fancy of rendering 
the Executive responsible to the House of Assembly.— 

This was exactly what Papineau and Mackenzie and other Repub- 
licans desired; but they worked under ground for their object— But 
now under Lord Durham's Colors the responsible Govt. Men have openly 
taken the field— But I think I shall be able to confound the party & 
defeat the scheme !— 

The effects of the measure I lately reviewed in replying to an Address 
from the ‘‘Responsibles’— You will find a copy of it in the accom- 
panying Gazette if you take any interest in the question, I am certain 
if this point were ceded separation from England wd. be inevitable. 

I do not like to hazard any speculative opinions respecting the 
Canadas,—it is enough perhaps to say that we have much to contend 
agt. both within & from without.— 

My dr. boy Edward has just been admitted as a Cadet at Sandhurst. 

His mother and myself have had great misgivings about his going 
there but did not like to disappoint the bent of his inclination. Have 
you any particular knowledge of that Institution, &, if so, do you dread 
it more, with reference to the morals of youths, than other public Insti- 
tutions in England? 

Sir Edward Paget did much for the College, but I do not know how 
it is since he left it. 

[Enclosure lacking.] 


ARTHUR TO NORMANBY: LB.3, p. 64-65. 


Govt. House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I feel very thankful for the observations contained in yr. private 
note of the 13th. Augt. respectg. the Press, in wh. I entirely concur tho’ 
I am still in much difficulty in that matter. 

The publicity wh. I have given to Yr. Ldship’s. despatch upon the 
subject of the liberation of Parker & the other Canadian Prisoners is of 
the greatest consequence to me—for if the impression were to get abroad 
that my measures were disapproved at home it wd. quite destroy my 
power of being useful to H. M. Govt. at this eventful crisis. 


1839 


[ 918 ] 
Sep. 17 


Sep. 17 


[919 ] 
Sep. 19 


ARTHUR PAPERS 267 


It is right I shd. inform Yr. Lordship that the publication of my 
Despatch, in which I stated the fact that Sir F. Head’s Narrative, with 
Lord Durham’s Report just at the close of the Session had done me some 
damage has given the Baronet great offence. He has written strongly 
to me upon the subject of my having publicly taken a part agt. him, and 
still more strongly to some of his friends in the Province. 

Nothing was further from my thoughts than to take again [sic]! part 
agt. him either publicly or privately—nor do I think such a construction 
can reasonably be put upon the remark wh. I made. 

I am quite satisfied—fully convinced—that Yr. Ldship. was influenced 
by the kindest feeling towards me in laying the Despatch in question 
before Parliamt.—but, unfortunately, it has not been well recd. here. 

The loyal party did not admire my having said that they were ‘‘too 
ultra” in some of their views— But it is not possible to please every 
body. I do not expect however that it will eventually do me any great 
harm & I hope to encounter my difficulties by being straight-forward in 
my communications to H. M. Govt. without considering any party. 

Of course I have not alluded to Sir F. Head’s letter to me with any 
intention to Yr. Ldship’s. noticing it—the answer I have given him will 
I hope be satisfactory. 


COLBORNE TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 2p. 


Montreal. 

I have only time to acquaint you that I have received your five kind 
letters, and that I hope I shall be able to answer them tomorrow. I hear 
from Lord Normanby that Mr Poulett Thompson [7.e. Thomson] is to 
be appointed Governor Genl. I have of course refused to retain the 
military command, and requested permission to return home in the 
vessel which may bring out my Successor. 

Will you have the goodness to direct the accompanying Letters to 
be distributed. 

Mr John Stewart of Quebec, the Senior Member of the Executive 
Council, is about to proceed to Toronto, and has promised [to] take charge 
of my letter. 

[Enclosures lacking.] 


COLBORNE TO HILL: 


[See item 937.] 


WILLIAMS SANDOM TO ArTHUR: A.L.S. 3p. 


Kingston. {Marked ‘Private’’.] 

It will afford me the greatest pleasure if Lady Arthur and Family will 
do me the Honor to accept such accommodation as my House affords, 
for as long a period as you may find it agreeable to remain at Kingston— 

The only inducement I can offer is that of the means of seeing the 
surrounding scenery by water the Variety of which may conduce to the 
Health of the younger branches of the Family— The journey to Brock- 
ville from Toronto would also perhaps be agreeably broken by a few days 
rest at Kingston, and this House from its situation affords the means of 
looking upon the Lake (as your Excellency is aware) and taking Exercise 
free from Intrusion. 


1Probably a copyist’s error for ‘‘any’’. 
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WILLIAMS SANDOM TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 2p. 


Kingston. 

The Traveller’s furnaces are undergoing an alteration to enable them 
to Burn Coal instead of Wood—by which much advantage will be 
gained— _ In order to finish them I would beg your Excellency not to 
name an Earlier day than that you wish Her to be at Toronto—but she 
shall be kept ready to start the moment I receive the intimation— 


CoLBORNE TO ArTHUR: A.L.S. 4p. 


Montreal. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I have this moment received your letter of the 20th. inst. I did not 
know that Mrs Mann[?] had proceeded to Toronto—; It was my intention 
to announce to you that this Lady meditated a trip to Toronto; but I 
expected a notification of her route from the Curé of Chambly, at whose 
house I met her. I can scarcely understand the precise object of her 
visit to these Provinces. She is, I find, an Authoress, and brought with 
her several letters of introduction from the Governor of New York. She 
remained some days with Mr. Cuthbert, at Berthier, and was introduced 
to Lady Colborne, at Sorel, by that Gentleman; who informs us that She 
is “‘in search after truth.” 

One of her objects in visiting Montreal was I believe to ascertain 
whether young Ladies from the States could venture to receive their 
education in a convent, without being contaminated. I mentioned to 
her that I would write to you to acquaint you that she intended to visit 
the Upper Province. 

The Curé of Chambly and Mr Cuthbert told me, that she is a clever 
sensible Woman, and was recommended to them by very respectable 
families of New York. I cannot say much for her appearance, and I 
am by no means surprised that she should have thrown Government 
House into consternation— Having performed my promise, I beg you 
will enform [sic] her that I regret that the non arrival of my despatches 
has occasioned her embarrassment in forcing her entrance into the House 
of the Governor. 

I am very anxious to hear that the Prisoners are approaching this 
City. The Buffalo is ready; and the Convicts from Montreal will take 
their departure as soon as those from Kingston are in sight|[.] 


A. O. FEE To ArtHUR: A.L.S. 


Prescott. 
[A destitute old soldier, 85 years of age, applies for ‘‘a small emolu- 
ment.’’| 


ARTHUR TO COLBORNE: LB.2, p. 126-127. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

The weather having been boisterous, the Messenger did not arrive 
with my Despatches by the ‘British Queen’’ until last evening. 

The probability, of wh. you informed me, of yr. being relieved by a 
Civil Govr. Genl., I find to be confirmed by the Official announcemt. of 
the appointmt. of Mr. Poulett Thomson on the 31st August. 

By a private letter, I learn there is the utmost anxiety at home that 
you shd. remain in this country. 
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As Commander of the Forces only, it is probable that you may be 
unwilling to consent:—allow me, therefore, to suggest that the Govt. of 
Upper Canada shd. be added to yr. Military Command, & I will, without 
any delay, submit the proposition to H. M. Govt. & tender my resigna- 
tion. 

This arrangemt. wd., in some measure, take away from the un- 
pleasantry of yr. remaing. The Ministers will gain a great point, by 
retaing. yr. services—&, altho’ I naturally feel deeply interested for a 
country that has cost me many busy days & restless nights, & have the 
most sincere esteem for many valuable People in it, yet, I have formed no 
such personal attachmts. as bind me to the Province. 

Besides, if I had, under such a peculiar disposition of public affairs, 
personal feelings shd. avail nothing— This note, I calculate, will 
reach you in time for the ‘British Queen,’’ & if you favorably entertain 
my proposition pray write at once upon it to the Secy. of State. I am 
satisfied the Queen will be pleased, & it will give great satisfaction to the 
Nation. 


ARTHUR TO NORMANBY: LB.3, p. 68-69. 


Govt. House, Toronto. |Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I have this evening the honor to receive Yr. Lordship’s note of the 
30th. Augt., informing me of yr. retiremt. from the Colonial Department 
in order to take the Seals of the Home Office. 

Yr. Ldship’s. very great kindness in writing to me at all on the 
occasion, I feel very sensibly, & still more so, the truly gratifying ex- 
pressions you have been pleased to employ.— 

Unconscious whom [sic] Your lordship’s successor is to be I do deplore 
yr. resignation of the Colonial Seals more than I can describe. 

With a clear apprehension of the effect of Yr. Instructions on the 
Province, wh. by experience, Yr. Ldship knows is of great importance to 
the Officer administerg. a Govt. there has been so much heart & courage 
in all Yr. Dispatches, that it was impossible to act under you without 
feeling the warmest attachmt.; &, I know not how I can better express 
th actual state of my mind at the moment than by assuring Yr. Lordship 
that I feel I have lost a considerate chief—an able adviser—& a most 
kind friend. With the most sincere esteem|[.] 


ARTHUR TO THE REvp. Doctor [ROBERT] ALDER: LB.3, p. 69-71. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I have the honor to acknowledge yr. letter of the 19th. inst. enclosing 
an abstract from the Genl. Report on British Wesleyan Missions in 
Upper Canada, & offering for my consideration such suggestions as have 
presented themselves to you as calculated to promote the welfare of the 
Indians generally. 

Yr. letter will be immediately referred for the consideration of a 
Board by whom the whole Indian System will be reported upon, & by 
whom I trust such recommendations, of an immediate practical nature 
will be offered as may prove of lasting benefit to the whole Body of 
Indians. 

It gives me real pleasure to know that the views wh. I have formed 
are confirmed by yr. deliberate opinion— 

That so far as it can be done without interfering with their own desire 
the Indians shd. be brought together—that they shd. be kindly persuaded 
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to give up their wandering course of Life in pursuit of game & led to 
follow Agriculture for their support, with wh. Fishing may well be united 
as they live so near the water & that their Children, in whom I place, my 
chief hope should be universally brought under Instruction & that large 
Central Schools should be formed for their reception. 

I shd. have been most thankful cd. you have remained here to have 
assisted in carrying all these measures into effect—but I am truly thank- 
ful that I have so far been permitted to benefit by your extensive informa- 
tion & labors. 

It is however not alone for the assistance you have rendered in the 
cause of the Indians for wh. I have to be thankful—in other most im- 
portant points you have rendered great service to Upper Canada, & I 
know that it has been in your mind to place the cause of Religion as it is 
connected with the Wesleyan Communion, on a wise & permanent 
foundation—& at the same time to strengthen the Civil Institutions 
of this Province & its Union with the Mother Country. 

Having both officially & personally benefitted [sic] by your sojourn 
here, short as it has been, I beg you will accept with this slight testimony 
of my respect & esteem the very sincere expression of my warm regards. 


[ 926 | ARTHUR TO. S. Fox: LBZ, p12 


Sep. 27 Govt. House, Toronto. |Marked ‘“Private’’.] 
[Acknowledges private letter of Aug. 30.] 


| 927 | ARTHUR TO W. T. PARRAMORE: LB.6, p. 62. 


Sep. 27 Govt. House, Toronto. 
[Has drawn on Parramore for £1000 in favour of Mr. Hamilton at 
30 days sight.] 


[ 928 | ARTHUR TO W. T. PARRAMORE: LB.6, p. 62-64. 


Sep. 27 Govt. House, Toronto. 

You may imagine my surprise at recg. a letter from Mr. Montagu 
announcing his arrival in England; & informg. me that he had left my 
affairs in yr. hands wh. you had kindly undertaken to manage for me, & 
for wh. I am truly obliged to you. This proves how essential it was 
that my matters shd. not have devolved on one Trustee, & that they shd. 
have continued under your managemt. as well as Mr. Montagu’s wh. was 
my intention. However, I hope, no inconvenience will result from it. 

I have not had time to examine the accts. Mr. Montagu sent me; but 
on a cursory inspection of them all seems to have turned out well, except 
the Port Philip speculation wh. I much wish Mr. Montagu had not 
entered into & if I cd. dispose of my interest in it, I shd. be very glad. I 
consulted with Mr. O’Connor respectg. such an investmt. before I left 
V. D. Land, & had entirely abandoned all idea of it. [On account of 
distances on the island suggests a new trust deed, with a third trustee, 
and with an agent to do the work. ‘I wish I knew what you wd. advise 
me to do in the matter, for I am the greatest ignoramus possible about all 
money transactions— My estimable friend Mr. Pedder would, I think, 
act as one of My trustees—merely to advise.’’ Wishes interest to be 
remitted to Coutts and not reinvested in the colony ‘‘so that if things 
shd. not go on well in the Colony I may have something to look to at 
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Home—” Will forward copy of accounts; suggests putting the affairs 
on a business footing and will cheerfully meet whatever charges are usual. 
Mentions the £1000 bill of exchange in item 927.] 


[ 929 ] ARTHUR TO COLBORNE: LB.2, p. 129-130. 


Sep. 29 Toronto. 

I ought to have mentioned, in transmitting my halfyearly confi- 
dential Reports, that I had not issued any commendatory District Order, 
and I am sure an expression of approbation from you will be far more 
highly acceptable & the Troops—Officers—Non-Commissioned Officers 
& Men well deserve it. They have had much discomfort to put up 
with, & have submitted to it with cheerfulness & every Corps is in excel- 
lent service order. It was upon my mind to suggest Officially with- 
drawing the three companies of the 85th. Regiment from Sandwich, as- 
I think it highly desirable that Corps shd. be brought together. At 
the same time I do not know how to replace them & if we have further 
troubles they will come upon us, I think, in that quarter. 

It is due also to Capt. Halkett, Asst. Military Secy. that I shd. 
particularly bring his name under your notice. More vexatious duties 
than he has had to perform, never devolved upon any officer & he has 
discharged them with zeal, ability, & better than all with excellent 
temper, wh. is a great matter in dealing with the Militia Officers & all 
other orders of Persons who have from distress, I believe, in many cases, 
pressed the most unreasonable claims upon Govt. & that with a degree 
of earnestness & pertinacity that has required in the investigation both 
firmness & patience. 

The more I have seen of Capt. Halkett the more he has grown on my 
esteem & I am sure his conduct altogether is deserving of yr. approbation. 

I ought to have communicated thro’ the Military Secy. that Col. 
Forster [z.e. Foster] has earnestly applied for some assistance in carrying 
on the details of the Garrison—but I have not had time to forward his 
letter.—pray think of Major Bloomfield if you can. 


{ 930 ] ARTHUR TO COLBORNE: LB.2, p. 131-132. 


Sep. 29 Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.| 

The Asst. My. Secy. has just shewn me a note from Colonel Rowen 
(i.e. Rowan] in wh. he maintains that Sir Richard Jackson is appointed 
yr. successor, & that you expect to return home early in the ensuing 
month. This is sharp practice & I do not understand it—for on the 
23rd August, the Deputy Adjt. Genl. wrote to me from the Horse Guards 
that Govt. were very anxious that you shd. remain & had written to you 
pressingly to that effect—&, now, within a month, I hear that yr. suc- 
cessor is appointed & may shortly be expected! Had the Spring of the 
year been taken for these movemts. I shd. have thought it more judicious. 

There seems to have been a great effort made by persons in London 
interested in the Trade with Canada to prevent Mr. Thompson's ae 
Thomson's] coming out, & in a letter from Mr. Gellespie [i.e. Gillespie] 
dated.24th August he says they have succeeded—but this certainly was 
not the case, for I have recd. a notification of the appointmt. dated 
30th August.— The fact is, I find, that he was chiefly the planner of 
the new system embodied in the Bill, &, I conclude, the Govt. considered 
him the most proper person to carry it into effect. 
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The measure of the Union I have no doubt can be carried by a Ma- 
jority of heads—but not by the Constitutional party generally. At the 
same time the public mind is not in my opinion ascertained upon this 
point. 

If any thing is done with the Upper Province, perhaps, it is the only 
measure; & if the Govt. finally decide upon it I shall do my utmost to 
make it popular. 

At the same time, the difficulties & dangers to manage a United 
Legislature are such as, I think, no Government will be able to cope with. 
One of the first points contended for by the French party & Reformers 
will be fair and equal representation in the Lower Province, & all the 
schemes to give an ascendency to British influence will be overthrown. 

It is vain to say that the views of the Reformers & of the French 
Party are not the same. True, they are not so to the ultimate point to 
be gained; but the immediate object is One—to get rid of British Con- 
nexion! for the Reformers of Upper Canada are are [sic] Republican to a 
man. 

The loss of this fine & fair Province will be a sad blow indeed upon 
Old England. A Merciful God will, I hope avert it. I fear it is a selfish 
motive that leads me to wish you to remain here—in every point cf 
view your departure will be well timed for yrself. 

Universally esteemed & respected by those you leave behind, you 
may well anticipate to be recd. with every mark of distinction in yr. own 
country. 


ARTHUR TO COLBORNE: LB.2, p. 133-136. 


Toronto. |Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

A curious kind of letter was sent to me lately— It was addressed 
by Mr. Woodruff to Hin[c]ks & gives some notion of the workings of the 
Reformers, & what they expect will result from the Union. A copy is 
enclosed for yr. perusal; but, until the Gentleman who has possession of 
the Original has determined what to do with it, it must be considered 
private. 

It is rather remarkable that last winter Mr. Fox wrote to me respectg. 
Mr. Merritt, whose name is so conspicuous in this letter, informing me 
that he was suspected by the Agents of the American Government to be 
deeply implicated in the ‘‘Patriot’” cause—&, now, it wd. seem that he 
is an out & out Reformer—or, in plain truth, a thorough paced Repub- 
lican! 

This I did not believe a few months ago, & took his part warmly when 
he was accused of disaffection. 

There was a large meeting of ‘‘Responsible Govt.’’ Men at Niagara 
about a fortnight ago— they approved & highly extolled, the whole of 


the High Commissioner’s Report— A Union, without Responsible 
Govt. wd. be nothing worth they said. 
There was a Meeting of Delegates at Rochester last week— It 


consisted of 18 persons convened by the ‘‘Committee of Patriots”. A 
person resident at Cobourg who has for several years been a warm Re- 
former was summoned to attend the Meeting. 

He stated to Mr. Macaulay that he felt most unhappy, after what he 
had seen in the case of Hart, Lett & others, at the part he had taken—& 
resolved not to go. Macaulay informed him that, if he were really 
sincere in regretting the past the best proof he cd. give wd. be to attend 
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the Meeting, & communicate what passed. On the positive assurance 
that his name should not be given to Any one, but to me, he consented— 
& I have just seen him on his return. 


He says there were present 18 delegates. That at Buffalo they had 
collected seven thousand stand of Arms—that they had also a large 
supply of Arms ‘“‘back of’’ Detroit, and six pieces of Cannon—& at 
Oswego arms & a considerable quantity of ammunition. They still 
thought it was more likely they cd. make a stand in the West than else- 
where, & another expedition in that quarter was finally determined upon. 
If they cd. only make their footing good for a few days they felt convinced 
that they shd. be supported by Thousands from the States—& that, in 
such an event, the Reformers in Canada wd. join in the cause. It was 
determined to send a quantity of Arms to Whitby, & Presqu’ile & into 
the London & Western Districts.— 

A quantity it was stated had been already introduced into the New 
Castle District, & were deposited in Percy Township. 

On the Slightest success the Delegates calculated upon a general 
rising in all the Districts in the Province. A British Officer who had for 
some time been a Resident in Pen[n]sylvania had the general direction 
of their movemts. He was preferred to Von Schoultz, of whom, how- 
ever, all thought very highly. 

A Mr. Joseph Paxter of Cattawissa [sic]—Columbia Country [stc]— 
took the most active part at the meeting. He & Mr. Smith of Ohio, had 
been for the last 3 months in the New Castle, Home, & Gore Districts. 
They reported that they found the Reformers as earnest in the cause 
as men cd. be—& far more numerous & better armed than they had 
expected. 

All the American Delegates spoke of Genl. Scott, as being favorable 
to the ‘‘Patriot’”’ cause—& that if he wd. stand for the Presidentship, the 
“Patriots” wd. support him. A very fine Company of Patriots had been 
formed at Lockport—they were drilled by a man called Mc.Intosh who 
had deserted from the 93rd Regt. (a Sergeant of that name did desert) 
& some other Deserters were very active.— 

This, I think, was the substance of the ‘‘Reformer’s’” statemt. I 
tried to get from him the names of the other Delegates from Canada. 

He, however, steadily declined—Observing ‘‘I have been able to 
reconcile it to my conscience to violate one oath in order to save the 
Country from being over-run by a merciless Banditti—but I will not 
violate another’. 

The extent of disaffection he added, was greater than the Govt. sup- 
posed; but he thought they were afraid to rise, & would not venture upon 
it unless the Patriots on the Frontier were successful.— A Union of the 
Provinces they all considered wd. promote their cause, but wd. not satisfy 
them— _[‘‘]They wanted to be as free as the People in the States’’.— 

All that comes from such a quarter must be recd. with suspicion— 
He is, however, quite a volunteer—is offered no reward, & is in good 
circumstances. Reform he told me, was all he had wished & he wd. 
never have gone the lengths he had done if he cd. have foreseen such an 
end. _It struck me that he fully confirmed all that ‘‘Moon” stated. 

I commenced this at Toronto & have hastily concluded it on my way 
to Brockville having occasion to visit Kingston & St. Lawrence for a few 
days. 

{Enclosure is apparently item 1087.] 
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R. V. Smity To J. B. Ropinson: L. in Robinson’s handwriting. 


Downing Street, [London.] 

I am directed by Lord John Russell to transmit to you for your 
information the inclosed Copy of a dispatch from the Lieutenant 
Governor of Upper Canada, reporting that certain brigands captured at 
Point au Pelee Island in February 1838 had been brought to trial, but 
that owing to a difference of opinion among the Colonial Judges, their 
sentences had been deferred until you had resumed your functions in 
the Province— 


(signed) R. Vernon Smith. 


[The above was probably an enclosure in item 947.] 


[Enclosure lacking.] 


COLBORNE TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 4p. 


Montreal. 

[Miss Grey, ‘‘a Lady who has had charge of the Education of my 
daughter,’”’ and Mr. Matthews, of Upper Canada College, are to be 
married, ‘‘Mr Matthews being anxious that the Lady should proceed to 
Toronto, while she thinks it desirable that the Ceremony should take 
place here.’”” Colborne, in view of his sudden departure, asks Arthur to 
obtain leave of absence for Matthews, who is ‘‘averse to make any 
request to the Principal, by which the work of the College would be 
interfered with.’’] 


J. B. B. Estcourr to Artuur: A.L.o. 3p; 


New York. 

Just upon the point of starting I must take leave once more to thank 
you for much kindness I have received from you. I saw Sir John Col- 
borne at Montreal who offered to retain me and send me to the frontier, 
I believe; but as I know how much commanding officers object to the 
absence of regimental officers on special services I did not like to accept 
the offer without first communicating with Colonel Booth; more especially 
since I have always received much indulgence from him. My object now 
will be to endeavour to get unattached, and so place myself more at 
liberty to hold any appointment, not regimental which may be placed 
within my reach.— 

Pray forgive me if I remind you once more of Colonel Swan: I owe 
him much and am bound to acknowledge it. 

Mrs. Estcourt joins me in very best compliments to Lady Arthur and 
your family. 

I have received Captain Arthur’s letter, and will take care of it. 

I am disappointed this morning to find, that Mr Moore has not 
received Mr Sullivan’s report for me: but if he should still favor me with 
a copy and you, Sir, would be so good as to have it conveyed to Mr Moore, 
he will forward it to me in England, and I need not say it would be of 
great value to me and to others too.— 

Every one says you are to have a quiet winter: the burning of the 
Chippawa Church would argue something otherwise.— 
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ARTHUR TO COLBORNE: LB.2, p. 127-129. 


Prescott. (Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I have just seen Mr. Sheriff Macdonald [7.e. McDonnell] & am glad 
to find that all the prisoners were in good time, & that this troublesome 
concern is well over. 

Happily the “Buffalo” proceeds direct for had the proceedings with 
respect to those convicts been subject to the review of Messrs. Hume, 
Chas. Buller, & Co. we should certainly have had them upon our hands 
again. 

You must be of course exceedingly pressed for time at this moment, 
but I cannot avoid saying that if anything shd. happen to defer Mr. 
Thompson’s [7.e. Thomson’s] departure from England it wd. in many 
points of view be most desirable that you shd. make an expedition how- 
ever rapidly thro’ the Upper Province. 

You will be, I need not say, well recd. everywhere, but if yr. appearing 
amgst. the People again is hopeless I am sure there will be an earnest 
desire to address you before yr. departure, & this perhaps had better be 
no longer deferred.— 

Unless it had been officially announced to me, I shd. still have doubted 
yr. being relieved during the Winter. 

The govt. are taking a great responsibility upon themselves, tho’ by 
all the arrangements made in the Upper Province, I hope the wish to rise 
will be suppressed effectually. 

To the best of my ability I have endeavoured to bring about a better 
feeling & to give confidence to the Country, but the great difficulty I 
have is to do this, & at the same time not pursue a course in opposition 
to the views of H. M. Govt. for it is evident that they proceed upon Lord 
Durham’s recommendations, & those have a direct tendency to bring 
down the Conservative party & to raise the American party, for such in 
fact are the Reformers of Upper Canada & if this party have the ascend- 
ency the province will be lost. I do not know Mr. Thomson personally, 
but I have no doubt he is a very talented person & will make the projected 
system work, if any body can, but there is such a tendency to Democracy 
that I cannot see, if any further commission! is made, where we can stop 
short of a Republican form of Govt. Do let me know yr. mind fully. 

The Union as I before mentioned to you is comparatively very little 
thought of in the Upper Province.— Responsible Government is the 
Ci an 
P.S. I hope you are pleased with yr. Military Successor, I do not 
know him. 


COLBORNE TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 4p. 


Montreal. 

Your very kind letter of the 28th August I received at Sorel, and | 
intended to answer it before the arrival of my dispatches by the British 
Queen. I cannot however longer defer expressing to you how much I 
feel obliged to you for it, and for your invitation. I beg you will mention 
to Lady Arthur that it would have afforded Lady Colborne and myself 
the gréatest pleasure to have had an opportunity of accepting your invi- 
tation and to have paid our respects to you and Lady Arthur at Toronto, 
if the relief had not been so promptly turned out. 


1Probably a copyist’s error for ‘‘concession.”’ 
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I know not how to thank you sufficiently for your letter of the 
25th September. I transmit to you a copy of my letter to Lord Hill 
upon the subject of the request made to me by him at the desire of Lord 
Normanby, that I should still continue in the command of the Forces; 
which explains fully my views of the position in which I am placed. 

You will concur with me, I think, in the opinion that I have expressed, 
and that I could not remain in this Country after having been compelled 
to act as the stern Judge of this durissima Regna. 

I heard, in June last, that the Government of the Provinces had been 
offered to Lord Clarendon who refused it. I received a letter from Lord 
Normanby dated the 9th of July acquainting me that Lord Dumfernline 
[stc] would be appointed Governor General, if he would accept the situa- 
tion, as Ministers were anxious to have a person in the Government of 
Canada who had been recently in their confidence, and had influence 
to propitiate the parties at home; but that he hoped I should be induced 
to retain the command in Canada. I did not hesitate in my reply to this 
communication, to state that I could not comply with the wishes of 
Ministers, and that I solicited to be allowed to return home in the vessel 
that might bring out the new Governor Genl.— By the last Steam 
Vessel I was informed that Mr. Mr. [sic] Thomson would be appointed 
and that he would be ready to embark on about the 10th Inst[.] 

We may therefore expect the Pique in a few days. Mr. Thomson 
will I believe take the oaths of Office at Montreal; on his assuming the 
Govrnt—I shal] embark as soon as possible after I have delivered over the 
Govmt. The change at this time is an imprudent measure, and gives the 
disaffected a lift. I have no doubt that the object of Ministers is to allay 
and propitiate by sending out a Nova facies, and recalling the person 
who has been compelled to have recourse to the severe measures which 
have been adopted. 

I was fully prepared for this course at the commencement of my 
Reign; and was convinced that after I had performed all the detestable 
duties which circumstances imposed on me, I should be removed. 

Sir Richard Jackson you will find an an [sic] amiable person, and a 
good man of business and an excellent Soldier. I am very glad that he 
has been appointed my successor[.] 


[Enclosure :] 


1839 
Sep. 17 
COLBORNE TO HILL: L. 6p. 


Government House, Montreal. 

I have received your letter of the 23d. ultimo which you 
had the goodness to write to me in consequence of your con- 
versation with the Marquis of Normanby in respect to the 
wishes and intentions of Ministers to place the Government of 
Canada in the hands of a Civilian. 

I have requested Lord Normanby, in reply to his private 
letter of the 9th. July to obtain permission from Her Majesty 
for my return to England in the Vessel which may bring out 
the new Governor General and I am confident that you will 
concur with me in thinking that I could not retain the Military 
Command in Canada under the peculiar circumstances of my 
case.— I could not expect or desire any explanation from 
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the Sec.etary of State for the Colonies or his Colleagues in 
regard to the transfer of this Government from a Military to a 
Civil Authority, whenever it might be deemed expedient to 
make the change, or when the interests of Government or of the 
public demanded it.— I must observe however that although 
my appointment of Governor General was provisional, in 
reference to the views of Ministers, it was final as it affected 
my character and reputation.— It suited the convenience of 
Government and of the public, that I should hold the office of 
Governor General at the period at which I was appointed, and 
in fact it was the only arrangement that could have been 
properly made at that crisis,—at least this is my opinion.— 
I most willingly accepted the appointment as a mark of 
approbation of my conduct, and because it was generally 
supposed that the authority and power which I had received 
would be beneficially exercised—— It is my duty as a public 
servant to continue in any situation in which I can be usefully 
employed, consistently with my own honor, and on this 
principle, I believe Your Lordship knows that I have always 
acted.— But in the case in which I have been now called on 
to decide I am required to descend from the high office which 
I hold and to remain in these Provinces under the immediate 
control of my successor, in a situation in which all my friends 
and acquaintances would regret to see me continue.— 

It is obvious that I cannot comply with the request of the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, and that I am compelled 
on this occasion to attend to my own character in Canada, to 
which probably I am indebted for any influence I may possess. 

Then as to my feelings which cannot be entered into on 
your side of the water, in respect to the detestable, vexatious 
and troublesome task and work, through which it has fallen 
to my lot to wade, I assure you my dear Lord Hill, that on this 
side of the Atlantic, there is not a person, acquainted with the 
political course I have had to run accidentally, and who has 
knowledge of the Parties with which I have had to contend, 
and those I have had to encourage, that is not of my opinion 
as to the difficulty of my acceding to the proposal that has been 
made to me.— Can you imagine a more painful situation 
than for the present Governor of these Provinces to relinquish 
his post, to remain in Canada under the Command of his Suc- 
cessor, to witness the gradual introduction of the Milder sway 
which must naturally follow the iron reign of the last year, and 
to receive the malediction of the Disturbers of Society who 
have been repressed.— 


C[HARLES] DIGGLE TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 3p. 


Rioyal] M{ilitary] College, [Sandhurst.] 

I had already heard from Colonel Love upon the subject of your 
anxiety: concerning your Son--and can fully enter into your feelings, 
which are ever increased by distance.— 

I wish it were in my power to give you a satisfactory account of his 
attention to his studies, and consequent progress, but am sorry to say 
his Masters do not speak favorably of him at present, these are however 
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early days to pronounce upon what he may do.— _I trust that the lecture 
he has already received from me, and the knowledge of your great anxiety 
will be of service, and tend to greater exertion on his part.— Rest 
assured my eye shall be constantly over him and I will lose no oppor- 
tunity of admonition or encouragement as may be necessary for his 
advantage. 

Pray do not hesitate to write to me as often as you feel disposed, for 
I shall, rest assured, always be ready to meet your wishes as far as may 
be in my power|.] 


[Str] R. [W.] GARDINER TO ArTHUR: A.L.S. 10p. 


Storrington. 

Many thanks for your Letter of the 17th Septr. which I received 
yesterday— I wish you would row Lynedoch well for not having gone 
to you the moment a hitch presented itself about his Leave... I am 
confident it was not from reserve to you—for he talks for ever of your 
kindness to him—and Colonel Frasers—and Major Markhams— 

I have carefully read Your Answer to the Hamilton Committee—and 
agree in every tittle of it—the 6. 8. 9. and 10 Paragraphs are excellent. I 
hope to Heaven the Whig Government will stand by you—but their 
violence done to Public opinion in sending Mr Pow Thompson [7.e. Thom- 
son] to Canada shews no sense of the real state of things in the Colony or 
anxiety in its preservation— 

It is not for old England that I was croaking when I wrote to you— 
I have no fear for Her eventually— I know there is such bustle and 
vigour in the national character that we shall always keep our ground 
among other Countries—but I fear for the Monarchy—and I naturally 
fear for The Queen personally—to whom I must feel attached and bound 
by many obligations beyond those of Public Duty— The Principles of 
Whiggery I have ever found dangerous to Monarchy—and my past fear 
and dislike to their Theories of Government, have been worse than 
confirmed and justified since their acquisition of Power— However—I 
never forget what the character of England is—and that ‘‘Heaven is above 
all yet!” If the Duke of Wellington was ten years younger, I should not 
even have anxiety— I am inclined to think The Queen will soon 
marry—and that will give a new character to Her Court, which at present 
has a Cloud hanging over it that I am sorry to say affects even Her 
Majestys Popularity— This cannot be too soon attended to—and I 
wonder that Lord Melbourne who knows the World well, dont hasten it 
on more— 

I trust all your prognostications of a quiet Winter may prove true... 

[Will write to Scobell about Arthur’s son.] I must tell you Truth if 


you ask me about Sandhurst— _I have heard very bad stories about it— 
but very Jittle worse than what I knew Lynedoch would be exposed to 
when I sent him to Woolwich— _I fear this is an Ordeal that we cannot 


escape for our Boys if we intend them for the Army— _ The only thing 
is to keep them in constant communication with you—so as to keep alive 
those early feelings of Goodness and Religion, impressed on their minds 
in early Infancy—gradually associating with them, the Ways and habits 
of the World, and so endeavouring to make them love and act by Virtue 
and Honor on all occasions and trials of Life. With our best efforts 
though our Children’s character in Life is a Lottery—so that Parents 
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have nothing to do for themselves but to trust in Heaven and their 
childrens affection to perfect their Labour in forming their characters— 
I hope yours my dear Arthur will reward your efforts and Lady Arthurs 
and attain every perfection and happiness this World can know. 


[Str] C. [S.| GorE To ArTHuR: A.L.S. 3p. 


Montreal. 
[Commends the petition of Edward Campbell of Niagara.] 


HEAD To ArtHurR: A.L.S. 4p. 


62 Park St., Grovr. Square, |London.] 

I have received your letter of the 13th. Sept. in which you disclaim 
any unkind feelings towards me or any intention t injure me by the state- 
ment you made in the despatch of which I had complained t you— I 
can truly assure you that I never thought you could privately entertain 
any animosity towards me, and it was perhaps from my entertaining very 
strongly opposite feelings towards you, I mean from my feeling the 
warmest interest in your success and sympathy for the difficulties you 
had t encounter, that I felt perhaps stronger than I ought a sort of ‘‘Tu 
quoque Brute!”’ sensation which I accordingly did not hesitate t express— 
The world neither can know or care for the regard we may or may not 
privately entertain for each other, but when it appears in a public despatch 
that you think Lord Durham and I (as if we were two puppies of the same 
litter) had damaged you, the effect of the observation is not in my favor— 
I can never approve of the expression, but I have long ago dismissed it 
from my mind, and fully believe that you threw the stone without in- 
tending t break any of my windows You will long ago have received 
my note assuring you that the expression of ‘‘guilty cause’’ in my despatch 
about my salary was applied to Mr. Stephen and that it neither did nor 
could apply t you— 

The Canada business has weighed on my mind for the last year almost 
as heavily as on yours—at least it has engrossed my thoughts quite as 
much since my return as during my residence at Toronto, I found it 
quite impossible to cast it off—however in the article which appears next 
Wednesday in the Quarterly Review, I have said all I meant t say, and 
feel quite empty and happy. 

I am not at all certain that my article will be approved of in British 
North America, as it shews perhaps too clearly the fact that the death- 
blow has been struck—however, cunning in policy never succeeds—it is 
the nature of truth to be bitter, and I am quite sure that if truth cannot 
save the British Empire, falsehood or misrepresentation will not do it— 
The Provincial Legislature of U. Canada has hitherto acted nobly, and 
will next session do its utmost, but its utmost has already proved in- 
effective—nothing can really in my opinion save the Empire but rousing 
the people who are now asleep to the danger of the situation, and to effect 
this great object my article has been written. 

It is reported here that Mr. Poulett Thomson is at once t repair to 
Toronte. in which case he will probably take possession of Govert. house, 
and move you and your family over to the office— 

It is really quite dreadful t think of their having sent as Goverr. 
General a man who is branded with having voted for the ballot! 
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[ 942 | JoHn EprEn: 12p. 
OGwiZ Head Quarters, Montreal. 
General orders, 
No. 1,— The Commander of the Forces being about to return to 


England, cannot quit this Country in which Her Majesty’s Troops have, 
during the last two years, been employed on most harrassing [sic] and 
painful Service without expressing his thanks to the General Officers, 
Officers, and the Corps which he has had the honor to command; and, 
without adverting to the circumstances which have imposed upon them 
duties and Trials which the British Soldier has, happily, hitherto but 
rarely been compelled to encounter.— 

In the sudden Rebellious movements of 1837, produced by the in- 
trigues and wicked ambition of a few interested men, the Troops were 
called on to protect, with numbers inadequate to the Emergency, the 
Loyal Subjects of Her Majesty, simultaneously attacked and driven 
from their Homes at remote points. 

In the execution of this duty several weeks elapsed, and, during that 
interval, the proceedings of the Insurgents were stained by Murder, by 
plunder, and by destruction of Property. 

It, therefore, became scarcely possible, on the dispersion of the 
Rebels, to prevent acts of Retaliation on the part of the loyal settlers who 
had been treacherously and cruelly outraged. 

In the ensuing winter, the Leaders of 1837, having conspired with the 
most worthless adventurers of the adjoining States, again instigated the 
disaffected of the District of Montreal to open Rebellion. 

This Revolt, by the vigilance and activity of the Volunteers, and the 
presence of Her Majesty’s Troops, was speedily supressed; but, between 
the 3rd. and 9th. of November, the enormities committed by the Rebels 
of the preceding year were repeated by them wherever they were in force. 

The Loyal and peaceable inhabitants, unprotected by Troops, and 
unprepared for defence, were again exposed to the outrages of 1837. In 
the village of Napierville four or five thousand Insurgents had been 
suddenly collected, and from that vicinity more than seventy loyal 
Families were compelled to fly to the woods for refuge, and abandon their 
Homes and property to be plundered by a body of lawless men. 

That the sufferers by excesses such as these, should have resented and 
retaliated, on being restored to their farms, was, at that period of con- 
fusion, as certain, as it was impracticable to control their feelings; But 
the Commander of the Forces has the satisfaction to record that Her 
Majesty’s Troops were always actively, and often successfully employed 
in protecting Private Property; and that, upon all occasions, the inhabi- 
tants of the country of all parties returned to their homes upon their 
appearance, and found in their presence effectual protection. 

Under circumstances of difficulty and disadvantage peculiar to this 
trying period; harrassed [sic] by continual alarms, and by sudden and 
laborious marches; dispersed in insufficient quarters, and unavoidably 
separated from their officers; exposed to great privations, and discomfort 
at the most inclement seasons, the instances of irregularity have been few, 
and, in all cases, promptly repressed by the vigilance of officers com- 
manding corps, while their exertions in protecting the people of these 
Provinces from a Banditti, whose preparations for Robbery and murder 
have been made at points, along an extended Frontier of 1000 miles, have 
been marked by a steadiness and perseverance, and a cheerful activity 
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which have rendered their services, at this extraordinary crisis, most 
honorable to their character and conduct as British soldiers. 

The Commander of the Forces avails himself of this opportunity to 
allude to the arrangements to which he had, on a former occasion, con- 
sidered it necessary to draw the attention of Commanding officers, in 
regard to the prospects of advantage to the deserving soldier, who wished 
to obtain his discharge in these Provinces. 

The proposed scheme is still under consideration; and, with reference 
to the benefits which the soldier may ultimately derive from it, he re- 
quests that Commanding officers will impress upon the men under their 
command, who may be desirous to settle in this country, how much 
their future welfare depends on their sobriety and prudence; and he now 
calls upon every man to recollect the many instances in Canada where 
the Soldiers who have obtained their discharge, being provided with 
means to cultivate their land, have, by their industry and sobriety, 
raised themselves to a condition of perfect independance [sic]. 

The Commander of the Forces has observed, with great satisfaction 
the exertions of Major Generals Sir James MacDonnell and Clitherow, 
and the high state of discipline of the Corps under their command; and 
he thinks it incumbent on him to assure Major General Sir George Arthur 
that he feels much indebted to His Excellency for his able arrangements 
and vigilance in protecting the Frontier of Upper Canada, and counter- 
acting the designs of the vicious population of the adjoining States. 

His Excellency cannot sufficiently thank the Heads of Departments, 
and officers of the Staff and Military Departments generally, for the able 
assistance and support they have invariably afforded him. 

No. 2,— The Governor General and Commander of the Forces 
cannot leave these Provinces without requesting the officers commanding 
volunteer corps to convey his thanks to the officers and men of their 
respective Districts for the important services they have performed in 
defending the country and the Institutions under which they live from 
the combined attack of desperate Rebels, and Marauders from the 
United States. 

Deeply sensible of the arduous nature of those services, of the hard- 
ship and personal suffering consequent on them, and but too well ac- 
quainted with the misery inflicted on the Inhabitants of the Frontier who 
have been incessantly exposed to predatory and incendiary incursions 
from the States of New York, Vermont, and other Frontier States during 
two successive Winters, His Excellency avails himself of this opportunity 
of recording his opinion that the forbearance which, under circumstances 
of unprecedented provocation, has marked the conduct of the Volunteers, 
and which he is confident will be continued, does them honor as soldiers, 
and ensures them respect from every civilized Nation; and that the 
fearless zeal with which a peaceful and industrious population, im- 
perfectly armed and equipped, came forward to crush the first attempts 
at Rebellion must be ever gratefully remembered by the Empire which 
they represent, and by the Government which they have upheld.— 

No. 3,— Lieutt Colonel Williams will take the command of the 
Troops at Prescott and Brockville, and reside at the Former Station till 
further-orders. 

Colonel Carmichael will resume his former command at Coteau du Lac. 

(Sgned) JoHN EDEN 
D.A.G. 
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ARTHUR TO JAMES STEPHEN: LB.3, p. 71-72. 


Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

A few weeks ago I had the pleasure to receive a very kind letter from 
Lord Glenelg—&, on perusing it I could not avoid reflecting upon bye 
gone times. 

When I left England you entertained the idea of sending out yr. son 
to me. In the hitherto distracted state of this Country, it has of course 
been impossible for you to think of it—but, tho’ enough remains to make 
one anxious, I write to say that I do not think there continues any serious 
hindrance & I shall be most happy to receive him either as an Officer or 
a Civilian. 

If not before, the period of the Union at all events will close my 
career in Upper Canada wh. will be, perhaps, about as long as you wd. 
wish yr. son to be absent from England for his first trip.— You also 
proposed investg. a few hundred Pounds in this Country & I can venture 
to say that you may now do so to great advantage. The Brigands cannot 
carry off Land whatever else they may purloin, &—now—mark my 
words—every hundred pounds at this time invested will be worth two 
hundred within three years!— _ I will employ an agent for you, & see that 
yr. interests are protected. 

Yr. friend Sir Francis Head being desperately offended lately addressed 
a most angry letter to me accusing me because a Despatch of mine was 
published in wh. I simply expressed the opinion that his ‘‘Narrative”’ as 
well as Lord Durham’s ‘‘Report”’ had damaged me at the close of the 
Session, of having taken ‘‘a public part’’ against him! !— 

I fully expect to figure away in the next quarterly.— 

Heaven knows, I have had a trying time of it—what wd. I not have 
given to have been quietly administering Prison Discipline in Hobart; 
but, I hope, I have been in a little degree useful to the Country. 


F. Epwarpbs To Artuur: A.L.S. 


1 Stratford Place, |London.]} 

[Repeats commendation of George Grange, of Guelph. Refers to 
“Mr. B.t’”. “Allow me to congratulate You on the prosperity of your 
Government’’.] 


ARTHUR TO COLBORNE: LB.2, p. 136-138. 


Toronto. {Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

The Mayor proceeds this Morng. to Montreal with an Address, & I 
take the opportunity of writing a few lines hoping they may be in time 
for his worship to take. 

The Address comes from the very heart of those who have subscribed 
to it; and I understood yesterday that there would be about 2000 signa- 
tures: but it is injudiciously expressed, &, hence, some are prevented from 
subscribing to 1t who desire to pay such a mark of respect to you. I 
grieve to see, for the sake of poor Canada, such a spirit as is now alive. 
It must rapidly bring on a crisis. 

I recd. last night some Despatches, wh. I conclude Major Hall must 
have been the Bearer of, & having taken them by way of Montreal, they 
have been detained too late for me to reply to by the ‘‘Liverpool’’ as I 
could have wished. 
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These Despatches convey a strong desire that, as soon as Mr. Thomp- 
son [t.e. Thomson] arrives, I shd. put myself into immediate personal 
communication with him; & Lord John Russell, in a private letter, 
expresses his conviction that I will not hesitate to acquiesce in a measure 
from wh. so much benefit is expected to flow. I have therefore de- 
termined to start for Montreal as soon as Mr. Thomson’s arrival is 
announced. 

Such an expedition is, of course nothing to me personally—but, I 
have lately made such extensive tours that I am sadly in arrear with all 
my business. 

Of any benefit to be derived from this proceeding, I fear it is over- 
estimated—for I have communicated to the Govt. so fully that I have 
not a word to say beyond what I have wrttten. 

But this is not all— Another Despatch contemplates Mr. Thomp- 
son’s coming to the Upper Province for the purpose of administering the 
Govt. pro tempore—& some flattering expressions are used to reconcile 
me to such a measure.— 

However stupid a man may be, if he really works hard, & shews a 
desire to do his work honestly, he acquires a certain extent of popularity— 
& what I may have earned in this way the Govt. sacrifice, and adopt a 
line of proceeding that must lead to party feeling— their own intentions, 
as I think will be prejudiced & their own measures marred! 

The personal considerations wh. it fully involves to myself I am not 
quite decided upon; in this way, however any thing that does not really 
touch my character, I regard not at all; but, upon this part of the subject 
I am not at present prepared to express a positive opinion as to what it 
behoves me to do!— I had rather give it another day’s reflection. I 
should be sorry to embarrass either H. M. Govt., or your successor in 
any manner if I can possibly avoid it, but I must take care not to damage 
my own character.— 

When you receive this, you will be possibly on the move.— 

Accept my earnest wishes for the Health & prosperity of yrself., 
Lady Colborne & all the family—and with the most sincere regard and 
esteem|.] 


C. A. HAGERMAN TO ARTHUR: A.LS. 


Toronto. 

I have taken the liberty of transmitting the accompanying official 
letter to Mr. Harrison to Your Excellency, with a view that if you should 
desire it should be withdrawn, that it might be done—— Your Excellency 
is already aware of the feeling I entertain on the subject of a prosecution 
of Mr. Hincks, and I feel pretty confident that a check to his libellous 
publications must, for the sake of the peace of the Community be at 
some time or other applied— they are of a Character to unhinge the 
public Mind—and are leading to much and serious mischief.— 

[Enclosure lacking.] 


J. B. Robinson To ArtuHur: A.L.S. 8p. 
London, 9 Bolton Road, Piccadilly. {Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 


I returned to London last evening and find the Bishop on the point 
of setting out for Bristol a day sooner than I expected, in order to be 
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present at a public meeting to be held there in aid of the Church in 
Canada, the day before he embarks— Having been occupied the few 
hours I have been here, in settling ourselves in a house, I have not had 
time to look round me, or to hear any news, if there be any, which could 
interest my friends in Canada— _I called yesterday at the Colonial Office, 
but Ld. J. Russell was at Buckhurst, from whence he comes but one day 
in the week & they did not look for him till to day or tomorrow— _ I 
received at the office Your Excellencys kind letter of the 17 Sepr— Ina 
former letter I mentioned my application for an extension of leave in an 
unofficial letter—of which I think I sent a Copy & also of Ld. Normanby’s 
note in reply with the statements of Sir B. Brodie & others which I had 
laid before Ld. Normanby— 

On the 30. Augt. I addressed to his Lordship [z.e. Normanby] the 
official letter of which I send a Copy inclosed,—this was on a Friday— 
The change of Secretaries had been announced a day or two before, & 
besides the bustle attending the winding up of the Session, there was the 
preparation to be made for handing over the office to Ld. J. Russell on 
the following Monday— _I had little hope of receiving an answer in the 
interval, under those circumstances, but waited patiently till Monday 
evening 2. Sepr, when I knew that the formal change of offices had taken 
place—& then I addressed to Ld. Normanby at his private residence— 
the Note I have marked No. 2.— About an hour after I had sent this 
there came to me the official letter from Mr. Stephen (there being then 
no other Under Secy.) marked No. 1—in which Your Excellency will see 
what he tells me in Lord Normanby’s name, dating his letter on the 
Saturday preceding when his Lordship was still in the office, though not 
sending it till Monday night after he had ceased to be Secretary— This 
rather surprised me by it’s [sic] precise & peremptory tone—but on the 
same evening at 11 Oclock Lord Normanby’s own account of the direction 
he had given came to me in his reply to my note addressed to him in 
Hill St.— 

Having made my arrangements to leave town & given up my house, 
I could not remain without great inconvenience to have these rather 
striking incongruities cleared up—& so the matter stands at present— 
When I see Ld. J Russell I shall take an opportunity of speaking to him 
on the matter— Your Excellency will observe that Ld. Normanby says 
he had directed my leave to be extended—merely accompanying it witha 
wish that if perfectly recovered, I should look to a return & by an early 
opportunity in the Spring—& this he writes to me on the 2d. Sept.— 
Mr. Stephen writing in Ais name, on the same day in fact though dating 
his letter on the 31. Augt.—turns the wish into a stipulation—converts 
an early opportunity in the Spring—to ‘‘on or before the first of March[’’]— 
& drops all expression of a condition respecting my health— 

I am not charitable enough to believe that this variance was accidental, 
or to ascribe it to any thing but a desire of Mr. Stephen’s independently 
of the Secy. of State that I shall not be in England after the 1st. March, 
if indeed I have not to be then in Canada— Why the on or before the 
1 March is conceived to be material, I am not informed—but I have lived 
so long near the Yankees that I am able to guess— Nothing can be 
easier than to remove me from England, before the fate of Canada is to 
be finally discussed & settled, if that be Mr. Stephen’s object, but it 
would be more respectable to accomplish the object in an open candid 
manner, than by management of such a kind & character as I have long 
been persuaded has been working the ruin of our Colonies, with little 
active participation on the part of the Secretary of State, & with but little 
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suspicion on the part of the people of England of the true cause of the 
evils which have been & are so generally deplored— 

Your Excellency wrote on the 27 Augt. a letter respecting the case 
of five Pelé Island prisoners, a Copy of which was transmitted to me with 
the letter from Mr. Vernon Smith—of which I send a Copy— Not 
having seen Lord J Russell on my return to town yesterday, I have 
written to him the letter which I also send for your perusal— 

All this I trouble Your Excellency with, simply because I wish you to 
know what has occurred—though it may be of little or no consequence 
in any way— I have reason to think from all the steps recently taken 
that a push will be made early next Session to carry through a Canada 
bill of some kind—& that it will be of a kind which they do me the justice 
to believe I can not be induced to concur in, or to refrain from remon- 
strating against— I shall act as my judgment may direct me always 
keeping in mind the obligations which my official station imposes— In 
a few days I shall have an opportunity of writing again by Mr Wm. 
Boulton— 

Your Excellency will see that Sir Francis Head has returned to the 
charge in the last Quarterly— I meet [sic] him yesterday in town, & he 
sent me a number, which I read in the evening— The Article contains 
some strong passages happily expressed & much just & convincing 
reasoning— Asa composition it seems to me to be looser than he usually 
writes—but his object is always the single one of hitting hard & producing 
the effect he desires—_I see he has availed himself of extracts from two 
or three letters written to me from Canada in which the writers expressed 
their opinions of Ld. Durham’s recommendations & the mischief they 
were doing— He asked my consent before I left town & I did not de- 
cline— I hope his exertions may not be wholly without effect— They 
are creditable to his heart as well as his intellect & whatever we may be 
doomed to suffer from a continuance of the infatuation that has prevailed, 
he at least has not shrunk from endeavouring to avert the mischief. 

I did not mention who was to succeed Sir John Colborne when I wrote 
by the G. Western—because I knew nothing of it—nor did any one, till 
Parliament was up, and it was thought prudent to avow what had been 
resolved upon— A month before, it had been reported that Mr. Thom- 
son was to be Govr. General— I believed it for a day, because I heard 
it in three places where the intelligence ought to be good—the News- 
papers caught up the report, but it lived here only a day, because the 
Ministerial papers contradicted it by authority as a groundless rumor— 
and it was treated as a malicious invention of the enemy!— 

At that very time it was no doubt fully settled that the appointment 
should take place—but when it was at last avowed, it came upon every 
one here as a sudden & unlooked for disclosure—as great a surprise indeed 
as the other appointments of the same week— 

I hope all may end well notwithstanding appearances— 

My health is better, & I shall be quite content if I can be kept as I 
am—but I am not sanguine in that hope— 

[Letter to Normanby referred to is apparently item 893, and the one 
from Vernon Smith is apparently item 932.] 


[Enclosures:] 


1839 
Aug. 31 
Ja[ME]s STEPHEN TO J. B. Ropinson: L. In Robinson's hand- 


writing. 
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Downing Street [London.| (Marked ‘‘1’’.| 

I am directed by the Marquis of Normanby to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 30th. instant representing that 
the state of your health requires that you should prolong your 
residence in this Country, and applying for a further extension 
of your leave of absence from Upper Canada for a period of 
six months. 

I am to acquaint you in reply that under the circumstances 
which you have stated his Lordship accedes to your application, 
but he desires me to add that he must qualify his acquiescence 
in it, by stipulating for your return to the Colony by the 
commencement of the Spring of 1840; that is on or before the 
1st. of March in that year— 


[ 949 | 1839 
Sep. 2 
J. B. RoBinson TO NorMANBY: A.L. initialled. 


[Place not stated.| [Marked ‘‘2nd’’.] 

I could not under the circumstances of the last three days 
trouble your Lordship with a call; but while I beg to express 
my thanks for the kindness with which your Lordship has 
always treated me, I venture to add that I am waiting with 
my family with some anxiety till I receive an answer to the 
official letter addressed by me to your Lordship on Friday, 
respecting my leave. It will oblige me much if your Lordship 
will have the kindness to tell me whether you found time before 
leaving the Colonial Department to direct an answer to be 
given to my letter. 

[The above appears on the same sheet as items 948 and 
950.] 


{ 950 | 1839 
Sep. 2 
NoRMANBY TO [J. B. Ropinson]: L. In Robinson’s handwriting. 


Hill Street, |[London.| [Marked ‘‘3d’’.] 

I can assure you that even in the hurry of the last few hours 
at the office, I was not unmindful of your wishes for an ex- 
tension of leave, and on Saturday gave directions for a letter 
to be prepared granting your request, accompanied merely by 
an expression of my wishes that if then perfectly recovered, 
you would look to a return to the scene of your important 
duties by an early opportunity in the Spring— 

I can not bring to a close our official connexion without 
assuring you of the sincere pleasure it has given me thus to 
have had an opportunity of making your acquaintance; and 
though I am now of course well pleased at exchanging to an 
office which I should have always preferred from the time I 
left Ireland, I shall continue to regard with undiminished 
anxiety the future course of some of those great interests we 
have discussed together— 

[The above appears on the same sheet as items 948 and 
949.] 


1839 


[951 ] 


Oct. 18 


ARTHUR PAPERS 287 


[ARTHUR] TO RuSSELL: L. 19p. 


Government House, Toronto. {Marked ‘No 203”’.] 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt yesterday via Montreal, 
of the Duplicate of Your Lordship’s Despatch No. 1 of the 10th. Sep- 
tember, transmitting for my information and guidance, an extract from 
the instructions which have been addressed to the Right Honble. C. 
Poulett Thomson, on his assuming the Government of British North 
America.— 

This portion of the instructions, I observe, contemplates the Governor 
General’s proceeding to Upper Canada, for the purpose of administering 
the Government in person—the object being, ‘‘to obtain as much agree- 
ment as possible to the plan, to be hereafter submitted to the Imperial 
Parliament.” 

On Mr. Thomson’s kindly affording me a short notice of his intention 
to proceed hither, I will at once give up the Government House for his 
use, in order that His Excellency may possess all the conveniences which 
the official residence affords; and Your Lordship may rest assured that I 
shall be disposed, readily and cheerfully, to afford the Governor General 
all the information in my possession upon any point respecting which he 
may wish to consult me.— 

The extraordinary difficulties I have had to encounter, and the changes 
to which I have been subjected, since I entered upon the administration 
of the Government of this Province, whilst they have been a sad hindrance 
in doing all the good I wished, have so prepared me for coming events, 
that, happen what may, I feel in no degree personally disconcerted.— 

At the same time, I should not discharge my duty to the Queen’s 
Service with fidelity, or act towards Your Lordship with candour, if I 
did not respectfully state to Your Lordship, that, in my opinion, from 
the day on which I am suspended from the functions of my office, my 
power to render the Governor General any effective assistance will be 
materially diminished. 

Nor can I withhold from Your Lordship my apprehension, that, on 
resuming the functions of Lieutenant Governor, I shall no longer, in my 
official character, possess that confidence and respect with either of the 
conflicting parties in this Province, which, I believe, I have hitherto 
maintained; and without which, I could not hope to render that real and 
efficient service to Her Majesty’s Government, in the administration of 
affairs, or in supporting and furthering the measures, which may be 
finally resolved upon, for the future Government of the Canadas, that 
my zeal for the public good would urge me to desire.— 

Throughout the period of twenty five years, during which I have 
been employed in the administration of some Colony under the orders 
of twelve successive Secretaries of State, I have laid it down as a rule, 
never to be a party man, either in British or Colonial politics.— 

The difficulty of sustaining such a neutral position is extreme; and 
there are times when one is left thereby, almost without any support, but 
still, firmly and consistently aiming to govern the people, and not to be 
the leader of a party, has never disappointed me in the end.— 

Acting upon this principle, I have no expectation that any men who 
are ultra, either in Religion or Politics, could be warmly attached to my 
Government, but I have endeavoured, to carry with it the support of all 
moderate men, who still compose by far the most influential and numerous 
party in Upper Canada. 
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My own line of action, so far as | am aware, concurs with the principle 
by which every member of the Executive Council has been influenced.— 

In that body, I have always encouraged the utmost freedom of dis- 
cussion, and I avail myself of this occasion of recording with pleasure and 
satisfaction, that, in the unlimited exercise of freedom of debate, I have 
never known an instance, in the midst of the most perilous times, and 
when party feeling has been running frightfully high, of any exclusive, 
intolerant, or violent course of policy, having found one advocate at the 
Council Table-—— The consequence is, that, whilst the Government 
seeks not the warm plaudits of any party, however powerful, I enjoy a 
moral influence, as extensive as any Colonial Authority could expect to 
possess, under the circumstances in which this Province has been placed; 
and I do not doubt, that any measures which I might recommend to the 
Legislature, would be respectfully received by the majority, not as party 
propositions, but as measures at least well intended to promote the 
general welfare. 

Whether, at such a time, it may be prudent to hazard the loss of an 
influence which has been acquired under peculiar circumstances, and to 
leave the public to infer, that, on the part of the Home Government, a 
want of confidence exists, as to the judgement or fidelity with which the 
Provincial Affairs have been administered, are considerations on which, 
for obvious reasons, I decline to enlarge. 

It is not necessary that I should, in this Despatch, enter into any 
lengthened details upon the great questions which are now proposed for 
discussion; but I will briefly make one or two remarks.— 

As I have observed in my Despatch, marked “Confidential”, of the 
29th Ultimo it is not the Question of the Union which now agitates Upper 
Canada; but, the Earl of Durham having recommended a form of Govern- 
ment, which the Reform and Republican party consider analogous to the 
scheme called ‘‘Responsible Government,” as advocated by Mc.Kenzie 
and Papineau, the whole of that party, have been resuscitated, and there 
have been meetings held to advocate this theory throughout most parts 
of the Province.— 

These proceedings have been the more perplexing, because, whilst 
individuals engaged in the late rebellion have been their warm partizans, 
the meetings, in some instances, have also been supported by men of 
undoubted respectability and loyalty, who have plainly explained to 
me, that their determination is to exclude Her Majesty’s Government 
from any interference in the local concerns of the Province.— 

The observations made by Your Lordship in the House of Commons, 
and by the Marquess of Normanby in the House of Lords, left no doubt 
on my mind of the view taken by Her Majesty’s Government; and I have 
therefore, met this question by a firm, but I hope, temperate discounten- 
ance, on the part of the Provincial Government. 

The question of the Union, abstractedly considered, may, I think, be 
carried by a considerable majority in Upper Canada; because men of the 
most opposite views, and adverse intentions, consider it will advance 
their policy; but, as I contemplate, there will be a powerful reaction of 
opinion hereafter, it requires much careful management to avoid the 
appearance of of [sic] any active interference on the part of Government. 
The Union should be regarded as the measure of the people! 

Having stated thus much, I consider, however unimportant it might 
otherwise be, that, in my present position, I ought plainly to make known 
to Your Lordship, my own opinion.— There are, as I stated to the Earl 
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of Durham, whilst His Lordship was in Canada, and then strongly 
opposed to the Union, many and most substantial advantages to be 
gained by the measure, if it could be safely carried out; but, before there 
has been an extensive infusion of British population by immigration, the 
United influence of the French party in Lower Canada, and of the Re- 
publican party in Upper Canada, when brought together in one Legis- 
lature, will, I believe, render it impossible to carry on the Government 
successfully. 

The class to which I have alluded in Upper Canada, I am certain, 
from the extensive personal knowledge I have acquired in many ways, 
but, more especially from the necessary communication which I have had 
with so many of the parties implicated in the Rebellion of 1837-8, are 
unalterably bent on separation from Great Britain; and, I am satisfied 
that there is a perfect understanding at this moment, between the French 
and Republican parties, by whom the Union is regarded as a matter of 
the greatest moment to effect their end.— 

I submit, therefore, that a scheme, which is thus considered by the 
disaffected as tending to promote and accelerate the accomplishment of 
their wishes, should be still carefully weighed, before it be hastened to 
completion.— 

Without any reference to the particular question which has impelled 
me to address this Despatch to Your Lordship, I have already expressed 
the opinion that Upper Canada, for a time, requires repose and cannot 
bear further agitation. I have accordingly exerted every power I possess, 
to soothe and tranquillize the public mind, and I have entered on, and 
have in progress, a course of measures which seem to me best calculated 
to demonstrate that there already is a form of Government strictly 
responsible in every practical and useful sense of the term; and, that, if 
fairly supported by the other branches of the Legislature, it is abundantly 
adequate to effect all that can reasonably be desired.— 

[Endorsed: ‘‘Despatch No 203 Cancelled”’.] 


ARTHUR TO RUSSELL: LB.5, p. 110-112. 


Government House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Separate’’.] 

I have the honor to acknowledge the Marquess of Normanby’s Dis- 
patch of the 3rd. of April transmitting Copy of a letter from the Secy to 
the Board of Treasury with an extract of a statement prepared by two 
Commissioners of Audit on the Colonial Accounts of Van Diemen’s Land 
for the year 1836, and desiring to receive any observations which I may 
have to offer upon the charges therein adverted to for fitting up the Ship 
Elphinstone. 

Immediately on the receipt of the Marquess of Normanby’s Dispatch, 
I wrote to a gentleman in England from whom I expected to receive more 
particular information upon the subject than I possessed myself, and I 
now beg to offer to your Lordship all the explanation I have it in my 
power to convey. 

I was recalled from the Administration of Van Diemen’s Land at a 
moment when the grossest Accusations were made against me both at the 
Colonial Office and in the House of Commons. With great deference to 
Her Majesty’s Government, I respectfully, but strongly, remonstrated 
against the injustice of this proceeding— But, having received the 
Queen’s Commands, I felt the necessity—after transmitting to Lord 
Glenelg a comprehensive answer to these accusations, which his Lordship, 
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in a subsequent Dispatch, assured me were not only satisfactory but 
triumphant—of proceeding to England with the least possible delay. 

There was no regular Trader expected to sail from Hobarttown for 
many weeks, and I therefore instructed the Deputy Commissary General 
to provide accommodation for my family in the “Elphinstone’’ which 
vessel had just arrived with Convicts from England. 

I paid £1200 for the bare accomodation, and had to put stores of 
every kind on board at my own charge, but the fitting up of the Vessel 
was ordered by the Colonial Government to be undertaken by the Engi- 
neer Department; and, hence, the expense was incurred which is contained 
in the Statement proposed by the Commissioners of Audit, and had the 
Accounts been sent in before my departure from the Colony, the same 
would have been laid before the Council to be covered by a vote of the 
Legislature; and I have not a doubt it would have been passed without 
one dissenting voice. 

I request your Lordship will permit me to add that, though subjected, 
in the manner I have described, to such a very serious extra expense, no 
more than the usual allowance of £800 was granted to me, and it has 
fallen upon my personal funds to defray the whole of the surplus. 


ARTHUR TO LorpD Fitzroy [J. H.] Somerset: LB.3, p. 73-76, 79-80. 


Govt. House, Toronto. {Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

It was my intention to have written to you by the ‘“‘Liverpool’’ last 
week, but it was quite out of my power to accomplish it having returned 
to Toronto from an extensive Tour of inspection only just in time to get 
off a few Despatches.— 

Mr Poulett Thomson's arrival has been this day announced, & as 
Lord John Russell has written to me, both officially & privately, urgently 
recommending that I shd. meet the new Governor General in Person ‘‘as 
soon as possible’ I propose to proceed to Montreal Tomorrow. I hope 
to catch my excellent friend Sir John before his Embarkation wh. is the 
only satisfaction I anticipate from an expedition, wh., in every other 
respect is anything but agreeable. Of course, I do not enter into the 
personal objections taken agt. Mr. Thomson to whom I am a perfect 
stranger; but, under the circumstances of his appointmt. & Sir J. Col- 
borne’s recal{l], there is every reason to apprehend that the policy recom- 
mended in Lord Durham’s report is to be fully carried out—&, if it be so, 
I do assure you, my dear Lord Fitzroy that I believe the Canadas are, 
lost !— 

When I was sent to this Province my instructions were to adopt Sir 
F’. Head’s policy—by wh. I understood that I was to give every support 
& encouragement to the Loyal & Constitutional body of the People. By 
the Earl of Durham’s report you will have perceived that His Ldship. 
reflected upon this party very severely, &, as I think, equally unwisely & 
undeservedly & they were sorely displeased at it. 

Every means in my power have been since used to soothe their 
troubled spirits & I began to entertain a hope that before the Union of the 
Provinces took place working in co-operation with Sir J. Colborne all wd. 
be well again & the confidence of the Loyal people effectually restored. 

But the very first Despatch I have recd. from Ld. John Russell on 
his taking charge of the Col. Office has overthrown all my plans for His 
Lordship with some flattering expressions towards myself announces the 
publicity of the new Governor General’s assuming the Administration of 
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Upper Canada, pro tempore, in such terms as leave no doubt on my mind 
that it is determined that he shall do so—the object being ‘‘to obtain as 
much agreement as possible to the plan to be hereafter submitted to the 
Imperial Parliamt. .”— 

What I ought to do under such circumstances I cannot at this moment 
decide. I look, for the present, no further than the effect wh. in my 
humble judgmt. this step will have on the public mind. 

The public will deduce that on the part of the Home Govt. a want of 
confidence exists either as to the ability, judgmt., or fidelity, with wh. 
the Provincial Affairs have been administered. 

Or, secondly, That New Measures are to be urged & new principles 
of Governmt. introduced wh. they think it necessary to intrust to other 
hands. 

Or, 3rdly, And this view will I think be most generally adopted, that 
an opinion still prevails that the last elections were obtained by undue 
influence, & that in order to prevent it’s [szc] recurrence the local Govt. 
is to be superseded in it’s functions for the time & a new election is to take 
place under the rigid surveillance of the New Govr. Genl. & his personal 
followers & advisers.— 

I do not mean to say that any one of these deductions, or any other 
of a similar character will be well founded. I mean merely that some 
inference of this description will be drawn the basis of all or of any of wh. 
must necessarily be that the home govt. are not satisfied to entrust some- 
thing or other whatever it may be, to the present local administrator. 

I cannot forbear, therefore, to inquire how this will afford me the 
power of doing good to the Province either while I am merely giving such 
information or advise [sic] to the Governor Genl. as he may request from 
me—«, still more, when I resume the functions of Lt. Governor—& I 
cannot exclude from my mind the conviction that in either case most 
injurious consequences will result. 

The end to wh. these considerations point is obvious— On the other 
hand, there is a period in wh. no considerations of a personal nature shd. 
be permitted to prevail over strict duty to the Crown. 

The position I am placed in is this— A course of measures is to be 
carried into effect chiefly founded on Ld. Durham’s Report. 

The information on wh. that Report is framed I am persuaded is 
incorrect & the measures taken upon it injudicious in so far as they will 
strengthen the disaffected party & weaken the constitutional party. It 
is true, not being the adviser of this, I ought not to be held responsible 
for the consequences in any way, but, still, I am nevertheless placed in a 
situation the most embarrassing & no Public functionary ever ran a 
greater hazard of Misconstruction of Motives. 

All I desire is that my principle of action shd. be clearly understood 
by those whose good opinion I highly value & I therefore beg to enclose 
for Yr. Ldship’s perusal Copy of Lord John Russell’s Dispatch to me with 
Copy of my answer[.] My own expectation is that H. M. Govt. will—if 
they deem it right to persevere in their present course recal[{l] me from 
the Govt.—if they do not do so, & any Serious Newspaper Paragraph’s 
[sic] appear reflectg. upon my remaing. under such circumstances, then, 
I beg*Yr. Ldship. will Confidentially put these papers into Lord Hill’s 
hands, for His Ldship’s. private perusal. 

I am only further anxious upon this point to add—that if my tempo- 
rary suspension be finally decided upon it proceeds from no Act of mine 
so far as I know— A short private note from Ld. Glenelg addressed to 
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me soon after he had retired from the Colonial Departmt., &, also, one 
from Lord Normanby when he was on the eve of leaving the Colonial 
Office of wh. I enclose Copies excludes the idea that any difference even 
of opinion has existed as to any part of the policy I have pursued— 

I beg to be understood as not asking Yr. Lordship’s advice or opinion— 
Yr. position is, I know, a delicate one. All I aim at is to put you in 
possession of my exact situation. 

What effect Sir J. Colborne’s retiremt. may have upon the Lower 
Province I can scarcely judge.— At present, I feel that I can master 
any difficulty likely to occur in the Upper Province. 

The Border confusion seems now to be reduced to the wickedness of 
very small piratical parties. Genl. Scott’s name having been a good deal 
mixed up with the ‘‘Patriot’’ cause & expressly sworn to in several aff- 
davits that were sent to me I thought it but fair that he should know it, 
& he has consequently communicated to me upon the subject through his 
friend Col. Bankhead who has crossed the frontier to pay me a visit. 

The anxious wish now exhibited to deprecate the lawless, treacherous 
proceedings of the Sympathisers confirms me in the conclusion that the 
‘‘Citizens”’ are giving up that cause as hopeless. 

You will recollect, in the affair of the ‘‘Caroline”’ that it was insisted 
by the American Authorities after a rigid investigation instituted by 
Genl. Scott and Govr. Marcy that the vessel was engaged in her ordinary 
course of Trade when she was destroyed by our People—and a contro- 
versy has ever since been kept up between the two Govts.— Now, I find 
from Col. Bankhead, that the owners having called upon the United 
States Govt. for indemnity, the authorities deputed him further to investi- 
gate the matter, & he has established as he says beyond all question that 
she was piratically employed.— 

Is not this American all over?— 

{Enclosures lacking. For the despatch from Russell referred to see 
Dominion of Canada, report of the Public archives for the year 1937, p. 673; 
Arthur’s ‘‘answer’’ is possibly the cancelled despatch which forms item 
951; the notes from Glenelg and Normanby are apparently items 864 
and 891.] 


[ 954 ] RUSSELL TO [ARTHUR]: A.L.S. 2p. 


Oct. 18 


[ 955 ] W. 


Oct. 20 


[Place not stated.| [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

With reference to a large requisition for Clothing & Arms, sent by 
you thro’ Sir John Colborne, the Treasury has been of opinion that they 
are not justified in complying with it— 

Pray be so good as to consult Sir Richard Jackson, & inform me what 
supplies you will absolutely require to be sent out in the Spring. 

I trust you may be able to defeat the rebels & plunderers of this 
Winter, as successfully as you did in the last— 


H. DRAPER TO [ARTHUR]: A.L.S. 6p. 


[Place not stated.] 

I trust you will excuse the freedom I am taking in addressing to you 
some of the many ideas that have passed through my mind on the subject 
respecting which you did me the honor to ask my opinion this morning— 
So many conflicting views have suggested themselves, which have 
appeared to me entitled to consideration, that I am in doubt as to the 
right conclusion in a case surrounded by such numerous difficulties[.] 
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Your Excellency has adverted to the confidence naturally derived 
from the approbation of your policy expressed in private letters and public 
despatches by the two last Secretaries of State for the Colonies— _ It 
would ill become me to express the slightest distrust of the sincerity of 
those Noblemen—even if I felt it, which I assure Your Excellency I do 
not. But I cannot help remarking that at this most important period 
The Secretary of State for the Colonies is changed. His discharge of the 
duties of that office commences with the period about which a New 
Governor General is despatched to supersede Sir John Colborne— 

L. J. Russells first despatch to Your Excellency conveys, for your 
information and guidance, an extract from the Instructions to the Rt 
Honble C. Poulett Thomson by which it appears that it is the desire of 
the Ministry that His Excellency should shortly proceed to this province 
to administer the Government in person—and as a matter of course to 
supersede you[.] 

I shall not waste time in surmising by what measures it is proposed 
“to obtain as much agreement as possible to the plan to be hereafter sub- 
mitted to the Imperial Parliament’. 

I look for the present no further than the effect which in my humble 
judgment this step will have on the public mind— 

The Public will deduce, that on the part of the Home Government a 
want of confidence exists either as to the ability, judgment or fidelity 
with which the Provincial affairs have been administered. 

Or 2ndly. That new measures are to be urged and new principles 
of Government to be introduced which they think it necessary to entrust 
to other hands. 

Or 3rdly.—and this view will I think be most generally adopted, that 
an opinion still prevails that the last elections were obtained by undue 
influence—and that in order to prevent its recurrence, the local Govern- 
ment is to be superseded in its functions for the time and a new election 
is to take place under the rigid surveillance of the Governor General and 
his personal followers and advisers— 

I do not mean to say that any one of these deductions, or any other 
of a similar character, will be well founded,— I mean merely that some 
inference of this description will be drawn, the basis of all or any of which 
must inevitably be, that the Home Government are not satisfied to entrust 
something or other whatever it may be to the present local administration. 

I cannot then forbear to enquire how this will affect Your Excellencys 
power of doing good to the Province, either while you are merely giving 
such information or advice to the Governor General as he may request 
from you—and still more when you resume the functions of Lieut: 
Governor|.] 

I cannot exclude from my mind the conviction that in either case, 
most injurious consequences must result.1. While the Governor General 
is here—the odium of every measure which is adopted, and proves dis- 
tasteful to either of the parties which divide the Country will be thrown 
upon Your Excellency. 

If responsible Government does not receive the Sanction of the 
Governor General it will be attributed by the liberal party to Your 
Excellencys councils [7.e. coursels ?]. If it does the other party will 
begin to throw out that Your Excellency has not resisted the notion 
with sufficient firmness— If no fundamental change or concession is 
made to the democratic party it will be at once attributed to your per- 
suasion and influence—and for this conclusion men’s minds have been 1n 


\The repetition by Draper in the foregoing paragraphs of so much of the phraseology used 
by Arthur in item 953 might seem to suggest some error in dating, but the dates are clear in 
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a measure prepared by the artful manner in which the letter published 
in the Colonial Gazette alludes to the possibility of Mr. Thomson not 
carrying into effect the designs he entertained on leaving England. If 
such fundamental change or concession is made the Conservative party 
cannot be reconciled to it, or to those who as they may consider have 
participated in it—and among that number Your Excellency will by some 
portion of that party at least be included. 

In short it seems to me that Your Excellency incurs the hazard of 
being blamed for every measure which is disliked—without the slightest 
chance of receiving credit for amy measure that may obtain public 
approbation— 

On resuming the Government these consequences will operate with 
increased force and will I apprehend deprive Your Excellency of any 
moral influence over the Community— 

The end to which these suggestions point is obvious. If they are well 
founded they seem to leave but one course open. I need not repeat to 
Your Excellency what I have already endeavoured to express to day 
how sincerely I should deplore the necessity of such a course being taken. 

On the other hand this is a period in which no consideration of a 
personal nature should be permitted to prevail over strict duty to the 
Crown and the Public— If the path of duty be under all these diffi- 
culties to remain—at the hazard of misconstruction of motives even at 
the risk of imputation of a more painful character, at every hazard that 
path should be taken. Where much good may be effected, which no one 
but Your Excellency can efiect—where much evil may be prevented 
which no one has so favorable a prospect of averting as yourself, it may 
well be seriously asked, should you not at every hazard remain. The 
motives for retiring are open to misconstruction equally with those for 
remaining and though the latter would probably be most open to cavil 
here—the former might be found most open to objection elsewhere, re- 
moved from local prejudice and excitements|.] 

After the confidence Your Excellency was pleased to repose in me 
today, I have felt it my duty to advert to the opposite considerations 
which have and still do embarrass me in offering any definite opinion on 
the course which Your Excellency should take. I trust you will believe 
that it is from no desire to obtrude my opinions unnecessarily but from 
an anxious wish to deal frankly and candidly with Your Excellency in so 
important a matter, that I am impelled to offer these remarks. 

I have this instant received Your Excellencys note, (while writing) 
and find that in this long letter I have adverted to the subject of it. I 
will tonight give the subject further reflection and will return the draft 
dispatch the first thing tomorrow morning— 

[Endorsed in Arthur’s handwriting: ‘“‘Private—Mr Draper ... re- 
specting my communication to Secy of State’’ ] 


[ 956 } Jonas Jones To ArTHUR: A.L.S. 3p. 
[ 1839 } [Place not stated.] 
[ c. Oct. 21? |? I send herewith a list of the persons who I think should form your 


Comn.|?] for general purposes— It would be well to add some persons 


*The document has been arbitrarily dated here except that it is probably connected with 
the commission appointed by proclamation dated October 21, 1839 to investigate the govern- 
— ee their system of conducting public business, and their organization. See 
also item : 
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or intoxication is visited with dismissal.’’ Apologizes for not having re- 
mitted payment for the map of Upper Canada sent by Arthur.] 
[Enclosure lacking.] 


ALEX[ANDE]R MACDONELL TO ArTHUR: A.L.S. 


Cork. 


[Recommends the bearer, Catharine Fitzgerald.] 


ARTHUR TO PETER McGIL_: LB.S, p. 9-10. 


Rasco’s Hotel, {Montreal.] 

I have this moment observed, by the Montreal Gazette of this day, 
that I am represented to have declared ‘“‘most emphatically that I have 
the power, and will exercise it, of forcing the Banks to resume Specie 
Payments on the 1st Proximo.” 

The Editor of the Gazette has been misinformed. 

On your very natural anxiety to learn what course was likely to be 
adopted in the Upper Province, I informed you that the Banks were 
required by Law to resume Specie Payments on the lst. November. That 
they had not made any application for a further suspension—and that 
the Government, undoubtedly would not interfere, unless the Banks in 
the Lower Province should, unfortunately, be obliged to suspend. 

I further expressed a particular wish, that an address, to which you 
alluded, might not be presented to mef[.] 

I shall be much obliged to you to correct the misrepresentation that 
appears to exist. 


J. B. RoBinson To [ArtHuR]: A.L.S. 8p. 


Bridge field Cottage, Wandsworth. 

In the ten days that have elapsed since I wrote to Your Excellency 
nothing particular has occurred— Your dispatch of Sept. respecting 
Point Pelée prisoners was transmitted to me for my information— I 
am not sure that I quite comprehend the reasons for reserving the case 
into the Queen’s Benck— _I replied by acknowledging the receipt of the 
dispatch & expressing my readiness to attend upon the Secretary of State 
if there was any desire to communicate with me upon the subject of it—. 
I have since heard nothing more of it— It has always been my opinion 
that these foreigners taken in arms, acting as public enemies of Her 
Majesty, should have been immediately sent in irons to Quebec to be 
from there forwarded to England to answer for their offence against the 
British Crown— __ It is true that the Governmt here might unwisely have 
shewn them lenity & discharged them after a short imprisonment— 
They could hardly however have done so, in the face of such represen- 
tations as the Legislature & people of the Colony would have addressed 
to them; and they would at any rate not have continued to pursue so 
mistaken a policy— 

I suppose the Judgment of the Court will be pronounced in Michs. 


Term— It is of little moment, after the course that has been taken with 
worse & more dangerous offenders.— 
We are here—4 miles from London for the winter— My health 


continues much improved, as compared with this time last year, or indeed 
any time Jast winter—and I trust an attention to good advice will still 
do more for me— 
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I shall be happy to meet Sir John Colborne here—and shall look 
anxiously for an account of his Successors first proceedings— The recent 
death of the Duke of Bedford has taken Lord John Russell from town—& 
I shall probably not see him for two or three weeks— 

Your Excellency will have seen Sir Francis Head’s last ‘‘movement”’ 
before this letter reaches you— [ allude to his Article in the last Quarterly 
headed ‘‘British Policy’”— I saw Sir F. two days ago & he told me that 
Lockhart showed him a note from Lord Mahon in which he said that he 
could not conceive who had written it, unless it was Croker, or Chief 
Justice Robinson— Without reference to the merits of the Article, either 
in respect to matter, or manner, I was I confess annoyed as well as sur- 
prised at so absurd a guess—. Sir Francis has had so little desire or 
intention to make a secret of the authorship, & the internal evidence must 
be so convincing to hundreds—that I do not imagine such an error is 
likely to spread, or I might think it necessary to take care that it should 
not— I do not at all quarrel with the review & in the main highly 
approve of it, but it is not exactly one that would become me to be the 
author of—and writing in any shape anonymously for the Press is a thing 
I have ever studiously avoided. When I change a resolution I have 
rigidly adhered to for 27 years, I shall choose my own time—channel— 
and language— I believe Sir Francis has now said all he desired to say— 
at least he declares that he has done— The Zeal & talent he has shewn 
are alike honorable to him— _ If they attain no good result he will at 
least not have reason to reproach himself— I had heard nothing of 
Drew’s difficulties, till I read the Review— Sir Francis is labouring hard 
to serve him, but seems not to have much hope—though he will not 
despair—I know nothing of the matter except the verbal account Sir 
Francis has given me— 

I long to be again in Canada to converse with Your Excellency on 
some two or three points—_ If the attention of the Governmt here could 
be drawn effectually to the important subjects connected with our 
Province which demand attention, such dispatches as Your Excellency 
has written must have that effect—but in addition to other obstacles, the 
strife of parties at this remarkable crisis absorbs all the attention & 
anxieties of Ministers— Such a state of things can not last[.] In the 
mean time—we must hope, as I really do, for some good from the recent 
change in the Colonial Department— 

Would Your Excellency desire that some few members should be 
added to the Leg. Council? —& who would they be— Perhaps it could 


be done— 
I shall be glad to see Your Excellcy’s dispatch on the subject of “the 
Bill—” 
[ 962 | THOMSON TO ARTHUR: 
Oct. 30 Govt. House, [Montreal.| [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 


If you will do me the favor to call upon me at half past twelve, I have 
no doubt that we can arrange all our business today, and I then need not 
trespass further upon your time at the present moment. 


[ 963 | ARTHUR TO COLONEL [J. F.] Love: LB.5, p. 1-3. 


Nov. 4 Government House, [Toronto.] 
I have, on my return from Montreal, had the pleasure to recetve your 


letters of the 22d. and 30th. October. 
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Thank you for the information you send me from General Brady, and 
am glad to find that you have established a good understanding with him. 


There is nothing, I am quite satisfied, to be apprehended from the 
Brigands—the cause has been on the decline throughout the last month, 
and is less popular every day. They have no funds to go on with, and I 
am pretty certain they will not stand fight this winter in any part of the 
Frontier, unless any thing serious occurs in the Province—and that I do 
not consider likely, although there are plenty of disaffected people all 
over the Province. 

Before I went down to Montreal, I desired Colonel Foster to write to 
you about retaining the cavalry for six months longer. But, if it can be 
done with a good grace, it will be well to get rid of one of your Troops of 
Cavalry. It is a heavy expense and we must do our best for poor old 
England. I had no idea, or expectation that the Patriot cause would 
drop so suddenly. 

I concur with General Brady and Col Bankhead that we are always, 
at any moment exposed to the wickedness of these Brigands, but their 
dislike to be transported or hanged is likely to have a deterring effect. 

Colonel Light’s report is very likely to be true—there are thousands 
who do not like to take the oz th of allegiance—but, just now, it will be 
better to let them be quiet. 

A police force we need exceedingly. A Government without it is like 
a Fleet without Frigates—it is impossible to watch the enemy. 


Colonel Bullock has been absent for six weeks—but, before I went to 
Montreal, I desired Colonel Halkett to write to the Deputy Adjutant 
General, and call upon him to explain why Mr Todd had not been 
appointed. I will ascertain tomorrow, and will order the appointment, 
even though the Troop be disbanded. 


I do not believe for a moment any report to Colonel Bullock’s dis- 
credit as to the sale of commissions, but if there be any case that has even 
the aspect of such a thing, do pray let me know it. He is by no means 
competent, quite the reverse; but he has been a brave soldier in his day— 
one of the bravest indeed, and it goes to my heart to get rid of such a man, 
if it can possibly be avoided. 


I am highly pleased with our new Commander of the Forces. He will 
not come to the Upper Province until the spring, as he is to administer 
the Government of the Lower Province whilst the Governor General, 
according to the instructions of H. M. Government, meets the Parliament 
in order to carry the measure of the Union which has been finally de- 
termined upon{.] 

I mentioned to Sir Richard Jackson the important command with 
which you were intrusted, and the entire confidence I placed in you. He 
desired, when I saw you, to be remembered, observing that he recollected 
you well, when he was in the Northern District[.] As he mentioned this 
in a very kind way, do not fail to advert to it when he pays us a visit. 


Mr Thomson will be here about the 21st., if you wish to make your 
Bow, you had better select the opening of the Parliament—3rd. De- 
cember— 


I heard from Sir John the day he sailed, but was too late to see him. 


I can hardly express to you how much I was gratified at the terms of his 
last letter. 
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Nov. 5 


1965 } 
Nov. 8 
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ARTHUR TO COLONEL [RICHARD! ArREY: LB.5, p. 3. 


Government House, |Toronto.| 

On my return from Montreal, I found your letters of the 18th and 
24th. Inst [z.e. ultimo] and thank you for the information they contain. 

I am quite satisfied that the ‘‘Patriot’’ Cause is no longer Popular— 
there may be some burnings conducted by a few desperate villains—but, 
I think, there will be no serious affair, unless we have commotions in this 
country which I do not expect. At the same time, as I know the Govern- 
ment of the United States cannot control the Border Population, I never 
lose sight of the fact—that a mob is never to be depended upon and the 
mere impulse of the moment may Jead to an act of madness at any time. 

I am delighted to find that the men of the 85th. Regt. are improving 
in health. The serious illness in that corps has distressed me exceedingly. 

You will be quite pleased with the Commander of the Forces—Sir 
John could not have been succeeded by a better man—. 

Sir Richard will remain in the Lower Province to administer the 
Government, whilst the Governor General comes here to meet the 
Parliament, and propose in person the Union of the Provinces—this is 
the measure which the Ministry have determined, and I most earnestly 
hope that all the advantages may result from it that they anticipate. 


H[ucuH] BrADy TO COLONEL [RICHARD] ArREY: L. 2p. 


Head Quarters 7th Mily Depot, Detroit. {Marked “Copy.’’] 

I take the liberty of sending you a copy of a deposition, which will 
speak for itself; and only say that I do not believe one word of its con- 
tents; but as it states that the information was received from a British 
Officer, I am desirous that you should give me Authority to contradict 
it— This deposition is accompanied by a petition to Governor Mason, 
signed by 421 Citizens of St. Clair County, asking the Governor to order 
the Militia into Service, or to prevail on me to station a Company of 
U. S. Troops, at the Village of Palmer; to protect them against the attack 
of the thousand Indians, said to [have been] Mustered into Her Majesty’s 
Service. 

The Governor has taken no notice of the petition and this is the only 
attention | shall give to it. 


[Enclosure:] 


1839 
Nov. 5 
Joun BEACH: 2p. 


State of Michigan County of St. Clair. [Marked “Copy,”] 
I John Beach, being duly sworn, do depose, and say, that 
I am a resident of the County of St. Clair, and that I keep a 
public house of entertainment in the Village of Palmer; that 
some two weeks last past, a British Officer, from Canada, came 
to my house, and said to me that they; naming the Canadians; 
had at that time five Hundred Indians stationed on the Frontier 
~ in Canada, and expected that Number would soon be reinforced 
by five hundred more; that the Canadian Government (or 
people) were enticing all the Indians from the State of Michi- 
gan, to come to Canada, with the avowed intention, that, 
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should any disturbance occur from the Patriots, that the whole 
Body of Savages, should be sent over and Massacre the Inhabi- 
tants on this Frontier. 
Signed, John Beach, 
Sworn and subscribed 
before me this 5th Day of 
Novr 1839 
(Signed) H. H. Montin 
TPS eae ce 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 165-178. 


Government House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Confidential’’.] 

I have the honor to inform your Excellency that, according to your 
desire, the Provincial Parliament is convened to meet on Tuesday the 
third day of December next, and that your Excellency’s Commission as 
Captain General and Governor in Chief of Upper Canada has been 
publicly read before the Executive Council, and is now placed among the 
Public Records of the Province. 

Preparatory to your assuming the Administration of the Government 
of this Province as certified to me in your communication of 30th. October, 
I consider it to be a duty to Her Majesty’s Government|[,] to the Province, 
to your Excellency, and to myself, to offer some remarks in writing for 
your information and Consideration; even though I may have incidentally 
touched upon some of the same matters during my recent interviews with 
you at Montreal. 

First, as regards my own Policy and the state of Parties. 

On my appointment to Upper Canada, Her Majesty’s Secretary of 
State enjoined me in a despatch dated 29th. December 1837, in terms as 
strong as could possibly be employed to follow the same course of Policy 
as Sir F Head had pursued. ‘In the general policy and conduct of your 
immediate Predecessor, you will find an example worthy of imitation”’ 
&c|.] 

It was Lord Glenelg’s desire that the Instructions thus conveyed to me 
should be made generally known and they were so. 

The Policy which I was thus emphatically directed to adopt, I found 
on my arrival, was, as Sir Francis had distinctly indicated in his Des- 
patches, that of giving every possible encouragement and support to the 
Constitutional Party who desired British Connexion and Monarchical 
Institutions under the existing Constitution of 1793 [z.e. 1791], in oppo- 
sition to the Reform Party whom my Predecessor considered collectively 
disloyal and desirous of Republican Institutions. 

In my Despatches, I have expressed the opinion that the Consti- 
tutional Party is as Loyal a race of People as any under the dominion of 
the Crown of England; and in speaking of these to your Excellency, I 
would forcibly reiterate the same description of them. They must not, 
however, be regarded as a steady Phalanx moving always on the same 
pivot. 

In their attachment to British Connexion and Monarchical Insti- 
tutions, they are closely united; but, in other respects they are to be 
variously classified. For instance, there has, most unhappily, been a 
Canadian Party and a British Party. The British Party, for years, were 
continually complaining that the Canadian Party had monopolized all 
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Political influence and Patronage, and were an overbearing Dominant 
faction, who wished to exclude respectable Emigrants from any partici- 
pation in those advantages to which, as British Subjects they had a just 
claim. This very often urged in terms of anger as well as of reproach, 
though possibly with very little foundation, was deeply resented, and 
engendered a very hostile and acrimonious feeling between those Rival 
Parties. But their animosities have certainly been greatly abated by the 
common danger to which both have been exposed during the last two 
years, and their mutual jealousy of each other is no Jonger so violent as 
it formerly was. Evidence of its existence is still, however, not unfre- 
quently brought under my observation. The Canadian Branch of this 
Party may be considered ays consisting of the old U. E. Loyalists, retired 
officers, and soldiers and other residents in the Province during the late 
War. 

The British Party comprizes those settlers, many of whom are highly 
respectable, who have emigrated during the last fifteen years. Truth 
obliges me to say that the Constitutional Party, and more especially the 
Canadian Branch of it have evidently long been opposed to the Policy of 
Her Majesty’s Government, which they consider must lead to Separation. 
With this fact I was most forcibly struck soon after my arrival in the 
Province—and from various circumstances within my own knowledge I 
infer that there are many of this Class who for some time past have 
accustomed themselves to regard Separation as inevitable; and even begin 
to view its approach with something very like complacency; and nothing 
has in fact occasioned me more serious anxiety in the perilous times we 
have passed through than that such persons should have persuaded 
themselves that their individual interests would be thereby promoted. 

The whole Body of Americans settled in the Province have, with 
some bright exceptions gone with the Reform Party, and have been 
identified with them; and all the persons engaged in actual rebellion were 
and I believe still are Members of the Reform Party. It is difficult, 
therefore, to determine precisely how this Party is to be regarded: I do 
not, however, doubt that there are some Individuals styled Reformers 
who are still decidedly attached to British Connexion, and that there [szc] 
honest aim is to see some changes brought about which in their estimation 
would render the Country more prosperous and the People more con- 
tented. How many Reformers come under this Denomination is the 
difficult question to be solved, for, by it, the Policy of the Executive 
Government ought, in a measure to be guided. Their number, I fear, is 
limited. 

Much nicer Party distinctions might certainly be drawn; but for all 
Executive and Legislative purposes such a classification as I have given, 
may be sufficient, and I think you will find it to be substantially correct. 

To conduct public measures with safety, or with any thing approaching 
to harmony under such circumstances, is a difficulty of which I have felt 
the full force for seventeen months, and I can vouch that it requires un- 
wearied and most painful circumspection. 

That a better state of things was being gradually disclosed before 
Lord Durham’s Report came out was quite manifest in carrying on the 
Government. The disloyal were prostrated, and the well intentioned 
Reformers seeing the misery that had been brought on the community 
by carrying their measures to an extreme appeared well disposed for 
conciliation; amongst such I have confidently expected to regain the 
ground that was most untowardly lost. 


302 


TORONTO PUBLIC LIBRARIES 1839 


There is no prospect that I can discover of reconciling under any 
circumstances the American Party, or those Reformers who have been 
long associated with them—in striving for the introduction of Republican 
Institutions— Moderate Reformers are the Recruits I have hoped to 
enlist, but seeing that desertion from the present Constitutional Force 
would follow from any very unpalatable concession to this Party, I have 
endeavoured to attain my end by the most cautious line of conduct. 

In this manner departing from its strict letter, I have, to the best of 
my Judgment, acted upon the most liberal interpretation of the spirit of 
my Instructions; and I have a moral conviction that, in the course of 
another year, a material beneficial change would have been produced; 
though, at the same time, I am well aware that many of my Predecessor’s 
warm supporters consider that I have injudiciously deviated from his 
Policy—whilst the Reform Party, I believe, think that I have adhered to 
it too closely. 

Secondly, as regards the Union of the Provinces. 

When this measure was advocated in the year 1822, I understand 
that many influential persons, who are now its opposers, were then its 
advocates. 

In the Session of 1837, an address to His Majesty was transmitted to 
England from the Legislative Council and House of Assembly, deprecating 
a union between the two Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada. 

His Majesty was pleased to receive the same very graciously, and 
command me in answer to observe ‘‘that the project of an Union between 
the two Provinces has not been contemplated by His Majesty as fit to be 
recommended for the sanction of Parliament.’’ [marginal note here 
reads: ‘“‘Despatch No. 170 of the 21st. April. 1837”’.] 

Her Majesty’s High Commissioner last year expressed to me his 
decided objection to the Union. 

His Lordship observed that it would be the ruin of Upper Canada, 
which would thereby become a mere District—that it had been the 
favourite project of some merchants of Montreal, but that he had stated 
to a Committee of those gentlemen his sentiments upon it as a measure 
which no statesman would ever recommend. 

To the Chief Justice of Upper Canada, and to the presiding member 
of the Executive Council, as well as to the Attorney General, and the 
Sheriff of the Home District who waited upon his Lordship with addresses 
from Toronto and Kingston, just before his departure from Quebec, the 
Earl of Durham expressed himself in strong terms of objection to the 
Union. 

Your Excellency will perceive, therefore, how the question stood 
when it was brought before the Legislature by a Member unconnected 
with the Government at the opening of the last Session. Many Members 
of both Houses conferred with me upon it, and unquestionably I then 
discouraged the measure, although from a circumstance that privately 
came to my knowledge, I took the precaution on every occasion to suggest 
that it was desirable not to anticipate the course that might be taken in 
England; for, looking to the state of the Provinces, I was convinced that 
the common safety of all would be best promoted by cordially cooperating 
with Her Majesty’s Government in whatever measures were finally 
determined upon. 

From all, however, that came under my observation during the last 
Session, and from the sentiments I then heard expressed, the question of 
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the Union abstractedly considered, can, I have no doubt, be carried by a 
considerable Majority in both Houses in Upper Canada, because men of 
the most opposite views and of the most adverse intentions consider it 
will advance their Policy. But as the measure is proposed in the Bill 
which has been sent to the Province, I do not think it would receive the 
Concurrence of the Provincial Legislature,—although, unless excitement 
be raised, and party spirit thereby roused, I do not anticipate any 
querulous opposition. 

Your Excellency is aware that one question in particular has occa- 
sioned much agitation since the Report of the Earl of Durham made its 
appearance in Upper Canada. 

Without citing the precise terms made use of by the late High Com- 
missioner, in relation to that question, the collective substance of three 
succeeding paragraphs of Page 100 of the Report, the marginal annotation 
to the first of which is “‘How to make Colonial Government work harmoni- 
ously” contains in effect a recommendation that the Executive Council 
be made responsible to the popular branch of the Legislature. It is, in 
fact, the almost universally received opinion, that the Earl of Durham 
has recommended a form of Government which is analogous to the 
scheme termed ‘‘Responsible Government”, as contended for, even to 
Rebellion, by MacKenzie and Papineau. 

Hence all their followers have been politically resuscitated, and public 
meetings termed ‘‘Durham Meetings” have been held in various parts of 
the Province to advocate the measure. 

Such meetings, although they have not by any means reached the 
extent that was at first apprehended, have been, nevertheless, perplexing, 
because, whilst individuals engaged in the late Rebellion have shewn 
themselves to be their warm partizans, the meetings have also been 
supported by persons of undoubted Loyalty, some of whom have person- 
ally explained to me that their motive in pursuing this course of action 
was to exclude eventually Her Majesty’s Secretary of State from all 
interference in the local concerns of the Province. 

The observations made during the last Session in the respective 
Houses of the British Parliament by Lord John Russell and the Marquess 
of Normanby left no doubt on my mind of the view taken of this subject 
by Her Majesty’s Government; and I have therefore met the question at 
issue by a decided discountenance: Nor do I think that I deceive myself 
in believing that the step has been attended with the best effects, and 
that the dangerous innovation, as contemplated by its advocates in this 
Province, has lost much of it’s [sic] Popularity. 

One of the earliest Meetings on the subject in question was held at 
Hamilton, and an Address was presented to me founded on certain 
Resolutions which were then passed. I enclose a Gazette containing a 
copy both of the Address and of my answer to it; because whether Your 
Excellency should or should not concur in the sentiments I have put 
forth, I think it desirable you should peruse the Document recording 
them, since it must be expected that this subject will be prominent among 
those on which the expression of your own opinion will be eagerly desired 
in Upper Canada. 

A-Governor, if the Crown allowed him to name his Council, would 
surely for his own peace and success select persons disposed to work in 
harmony with the Legislature; by the Responsible Government now 
sought, men want to place the Council in effect over the Governor and 
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to set aside altogether the influence of the Imperial Government by 
rendering the Executive Government wholly dependant upon the Pro- 
vincial Parliament. 

The outcry, however, that has been made for “‘Responsible Govern- 
ment” does not surprize me; for, partly owing to the House of Assembly 
having into its own hands matters purely Executive, and, partly from 
other causes, there has been, in reality, in some transactions, no responsi- 
bility—a great intricacy exists, and a want of system in the manner in 
which the public Accounts have been kept, some of the Departments 
have worked most inconveniently to the Public, and there are, as it seems 
to me, no adequate checks over the receipts and disbursements of public 
money. 

In the early part of this year, I caused a strict investigation into the 
offices of the Civil and Provincial Secretaries—a proceeding which, on 
the Report being laid before the Houses respectively, gave great satis- 
faction to the Legislature Since the prorogation, the affairs of the 
University and of the General Hospital have undergone a minute investi- 
gation; and the result is very far from being satisfactory. 

Early in the month of September, a Circular was addressed to all 
the Heads of Departments, notifying my desire should any circumstances 
within their knowledge shew that alterations might be beneficially made 
in the mode of conducting the Public Service, that they would bring the 
subject under the notice of the Government, and that it would afford me 
pleasure that measures of improvement should originate within the 
Departments in which the necessity for them existed. 

After this Departmental notice, I issued a Commission, on the 
22nd. October, and appointed Committees from the body of Commis- 
sioners to make a searching investigation according to Instructions 
prepared with great attention in order to develope [sic] the defects which I 
apprehended would be found to exist, and, on the Reports of the Com- 
mittees, it was my intention that a Bill should be framed under which a 
better system might be enforced by Law, and I directed the Attorney 
General also to prepare a Bill with a view to the establishment of a High 
Court of Impeachment to which Public Functionaries might be amenable. 

In all these measures I have not only had sincerely at heart a desire 
to introduce and enforce a system; but it has been my object, on the first 
return of Tranquillity to convince the people of my wish to take the lead 
in all necessary changes, and to demonstrate to them, that there is already 
a form of Government under which all Public Functionaries may be made 
strictly Responsible in every practical and useful sense of the term, and 
abundantly adequate, with the support of the Provincial Parliament, to 
effect all that can reasonably be desired—all, too, that I believe really zs 
desired by every man who does not at heart wish for the Separation of 
the Province from Great Britain. ; 

With respect to the financial state of the Province, Your Excellency 
is aware that it is under the greatest embarrassment, and that, without 
some support from England, there is no prospect of a better state of things. 

Yet, depressing as the fiscal condition of the Province now is, the debt 
would be nothing if the resources were fully brought into action. 

As none of the Public Works were undertaken during my adminis- 
tration, I may with the less hesitation say that they are all of great 
importance; and, whilst the unpopular measure of stopping them has 
devolved upon me, I do hope that it may be your Excellency’s more 
happy office to foster and support them. 
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On reflecting upon my personal communications with Your Excel- 
lency, I have thought this review to be called for; and the following 
deductions naturally follow. 


1st. The Instructions that were given to me by the Government, 
of which Your Excellency was a Member, on my coming to this Province, 
were framed to meet the exigency of the moment, and at that period of 
extreme excitement, were absolutely demanded to provide for the safety 
of the Province. I do not, even at this time, entertain a very high notion 
of the stability of affairs, and I would shrink from overestimating any 
service I may have rendered to the country in quieting it; but I may 
confidently say that any extreme danger, either from within, or from 
without, does not now exist; and Her Majesty’s Ministers may, therefore, 
desire some extensive changes in the administration of the affairs of the 
Province not strictly consistent with the course I was enjoined to pursue. 


Secondly, Circumstances, which I have explained in this Despatch, 
obliged me, when I was required to express my sentiments, to discounte- 
nance the measure of the Union, which Her Majesty’s Government has 
now adopted, and which your Excellency has expressly come out to carry 
into effect. 


Thirdly, Upon the question of Responsible Government, Her 
Majesty’s Secretary of State conveyed to me no Instructions for my 
guidance, and I was left to infer what the mind of the Ministry was upon 
it in a way that is always more or less liable to misconception. 

It may appear that it would have been more discreet, under such 
circumstances, had I been silent, but as the leader of the Orange Party 
had warmly taken up the question, I considered that no time should be 
lost in the expression of the sentiments of the Local Government, and 
my end has been effectually attained. 

I cannot say that I distinctly collected your sentiments upon the 
question, but I rather inferred from the few words which your Excellency 
dropped that they were not quite in unison with those which I have 
publicly expressed. 

The frightful number of executions which have taken place—the 
large body of culprits transported—the liberation of whole masses of 
persons accused of Treason, and of others convicted of invading the 
Province—disallowed claims of all kinds—the nonconfiscation of the 
Property of Traitors—with many other matters, present subjects on 
which my measures may be questioned according to the inclination of 
party feeling,—and although I have given a full account of all I have done 
to Her Majesty’s Government, and have had the gratification to receive 
their cordial approbation, yet it is impossible not to perceive how difficult 
it must be for your Excellency to avoid being entangled with past trans- 
actions. 

At all events, Her Majesty’s Government have placed me in circum- 
stances of very considerable embarrassment from which I have en- 
deavoured to relieve myself, so far as I can, by this unreserved and 
detailed explanation. For whilst it is my duty to afford all the assistance 
in my power in carrying through the great measures you have in contem- 
plation,—and no one can possibly be more truly desirous than { am that 
they should prove eminently successful in quieting the Canadas, Your 
Excellency will, Iam sure, now knowing my exact situation, rather guard 
me to avoid, by any inconsistency of conduct, destroying that influence, 
whatever it may be, which may render me a useful auxiliary. 
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Upon the question of the Union, I can feel no official embarrassment; 
for having enjoined upon others the necessity of giving that measure the 
most cordial and unanimous support, if it were finally determined upon 
by Her Majesty’s Government, I have only to act upon the same principle 
myself. 

I should indeed have felt the utmost liberty in proposing it to the 
Legislature myself, as a Government measure, and with a perfect confi- 
dence of success, upon safe and just grounds. 

[Enclosure lacking, but see Upper Canada Gazette, August 29, 1839, 
p. 156-7.] 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.2, p. 138-140. 


Toronto. (Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

On my return to Toronto, this day week, I found that the Article 
copied from the Colonial Gazette had obtained very general credit as an 
expression of yr. sentimts., & proposed line of proceeding with respect 
to Upper Canada when you left England. This, it would seem, has been 
at once assumed as proof conclusive of yr. intention to take a hostile 
course agt. the Constitutional party. 

I found, also, that intelligence had been recd., from what is considered 
a very authentic source of information, that the Bill for the Union had 
been drafted by yrself.; &, hence, it was inferred to be your intention to 
advocate all it’s [szc] provisions|[.] 

These circumstances appear to have created much irritation; but, 
altho’ nothing cd. have been more mischievous than the publication in 
the Colonial Gazette (and I am persuaded it has been wickedly intended 
by a disappointed person) the irritation will, I hope, subside before the 
Provincial Parliament meets. 

There is, however, evidently, a very bitter feeling kindling up between 
the Reform & Constitutional parties, & had there just now been a disso- 
lution of the Parliament, Tournaments wd. have been exhibited all over 
the Province of a much more serious character than Lord Eglintoun 
[v.e. Eglinton] would have desired to patronize. But, even at the best, 
you must, of course, expect a different state of things here to that wh. 
you have at present to deal with in Lower Canada. 

There, one entire party you have found prostrated; &, consequently, 
for the moment, all is quiet.— Here, on the contrary, all are politically 
alive; &, a very slight circumstance wd. bring on the revival & discussion 
of contested points whether of the past or present day.— 

I have put before Yr. Excellency as distinctly as I can, in a Confi- 
dential Despatch wh. I have just addressed to you, subjects with wh. I 
think it proper you should be distinctly acquainted. 

When you thoroughly know, by personal observation, the state of 
things in Upper Canada, you will not, I am convinced, think I did other- 
wise than what was right in recommending you to leave in my hands the 
question of the Union—believing—& I am now strengthened in that 
belief, that I could, from the neutral ground I have always endeavoured 
to occupy, with far less excitement carry the views of H. M. Government 
into effect, & so render you assistance of the most valuable kind—whilst 
Yr. Excellency wd. have reserved Yrself. to encounter the United Legis- 
lature unembarrassed by the irritating discussions peculiar to the Upper 
Province. On every personal consideration however, I can now truly say 
that I am better pleased with the course Yr. Excellency has determined 
upon. 
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Every possible arrangement is in progress for your personal con- 
venience; but, after all, it will not be by any means what I cd. wish, & I 
feel quite uncomfortable at retaining the occupation of the Govt. House. 
Lady Arthur would not, in the least, regard the inconvenience of moving; 
& we wd. certainly transfer ourselves at once to other Quarters did I not 
think it might be followed by a feeling of something like sympathy wh. 
would annoy me excessively. 


WINFIELD Scott TO ArtHUR: A.L.S. 4p. 


Buffalo. 

I had the honour to receive your letter of the 22nd ultimo immediately 
after instructions had reached me from Washington to make the tour of 
our Canadian frontiers. After writing to all the commanders under me 
to redouble their vigilance, I put myself en route, & have touched at 
Sacketts harbour, Oswego, Rochester & Batavia on my way hither. In 
the meantime I have heard from all the other points, & am almost certain 
that there is no patriot association on foot, or in immediate contemplation 
on our side of the line. Our search for information shall, however, be 
unremitting. If arms & ammunition be discovered, they shall be seized. 
& every fact in the least important, promptly communicated to the 
nearest British Commander. This has long been one of my standing 
instructions. 

I do not make these assurances to lull your Excellency, or the Governor 
General, into a state of false security; for it is always to be apprehended, 
particularly in the event of serious commotions, within the Provinces, 
that small parties of desperadoes may attempt to escape from our side 
of the line to yours for the purpose of taking a part in such troubles. 

The Cabinet, at Washington, are very desirous to remove the Cana- 
dian refugees who hover on the northern confines of New York & Vermont, 
into the interior; but I doubt whether there be any legal authority for 
doing so, & whether Congress have the constitutional power to pass an 
alien act. Those refugees are great nuissances [sic] to both sides of the 
line. 

I embark, tomorrow morning, for Detroit, & shall, returning, visit all 
the haunts of the people called patriots, as low down as the frontiers of 
Vermont. 

I very much regret that it will not be in my power to make you the 
visit you have kindly invited. Indeed I am, besides being much hurried, 
not at liberty to leave the United States, without special permission. 
Colonel Bankhead speaks in warm terms of his reception at Toronto, & I 
should feel myself honoured with your Excellency’s personal acquaintance. 

Any communication addressed to me, or either of our commanders on 
the frontiers, connected with our common duties—the preservation of the 
peace & friendship of the two nations, will be promptly attended to. 


[Sir] R. [W.] GARDINER TO ArTHUR: A.L.S. 3p. 


Claremont. 

Weare anxiously looking out for News from you announcing the new 
Governors Proceedings— 

There is no Public News here—The Riots of the Chartists have been 
most fortunately put a stop to by the decision and bravery of the Troops— 
a mere handful dispersing 8 or 10 thousand of them— 
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I hope Lady Arthur, yourself and all your belongings are quite well— 
and that your Winter will be uninterrupted— 


ARTHUR TO RUSSELL: LB.3, p. 78. 


Govt. House, Toronto. |Marked ‘‘Private.’’] 

I have to acknowledge Yr. Lordship’s private letter of the 9th. Sept. 
in wh., with reference to several despatches respectg. subjects of great 
importance Yr. Ldship. recommends that I should, as soon as possible 
meet the new Govr. Genl. in person. 

Cheerfully acquiescing in Your Lordship’s recommendation I made it 
a point to proceed to Montreal as soon as Mr. Thomson’s arrival was 
announced. 

The result of my interviews I have no doubt the Governor Genl. will 
himself make known to Yr. Lordship, as well as His Excellency’s intention 
to assume the Administration of this Govt., & to meet the present House 
of Assembly on the 3rd. December next. 

It is not possible that I shd. disguise from myself the light in wh. this 
must inevitably place me before the public, & that I shall be obnoxious 
to all kind of reflections—of wh. a specimen has already appeared in the 
Public Journals; but, I hope, my duty to the Queen and to the Country, 
will enable me to go through the trial with the abandonment of every 
personal consideration that does not affect my honor.— 


ARTHUR TO LorD Fitzroy [J. H.] Somerset: LB.3, p. 76-78. 


Govt. House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private.’’| 

My letter to Yr. Ldship. of the 18th. ultimo arrived at Quebec too 
late for the ‘‘Pique’’ Sir J. Colborne havg. sailed two days earlier than 
was expected; but it will be forwarded by the present opportunity.— 

Since the date of that Letter J have made an excursion to Montreal, 
& have had several conversations with the new Governor General. 
Happily, I was able to direct him from dissolving the House of Assembly, 
wh. evidently he had previously determined upon—but he comes here 
next week to meet the Parliamt., &, of course, protempore, to assume the 
Govt. 

The ostensible object is to propose the Question of the Union; but, I 
am quite persuaded that another, not less important, is to change the 
current of political feeling in the Province wh. for many years, has been 
amgst all the Canadian Party highly conservative— 

It wd. seem unreasonable to blame Mr. Thomson for this, as it is 
natural he shd. wish to strengthen his own party—& to give stability to 
the Provinces accordg. to his view—but it never can be right to throw 
even a feather into the Scale of Reformers in this Province when we have 
proof that in the main, they are disaffected & desire Republican Insti- 
tutions. 

Heaven knows, a crisis must be approaching! & if Canada be pre- 
served, it will be only by the Bayonet. I venture to predict that the 
United Legislature will not go thro’ a third Session. 

The Brigand War is now, I think, over. 

The Patriots have no more money. Tho’ I hear it as a profound 
secret from a thousand Quarters, that the Russian Govt. will supply 
them with the sinews of War to any extent. 
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Had Sir John remained, I shd. have said that the services of our 
Militia force might have been dispensed with—but, I do not like to say 
so now. 

Mr. Thomson will however meet with no immediate difficulty if he 
proceed with prudence, & will find the Province in a very different state 
from what it was when I came out. 


Nov. 11 CHARLES GORE TO SIR CHARLES O’DONNELL: 
[See item 974.] 


[ 973] [Str] R. D. Jackson to ArtHuR: A.L.S. 2p. 


Nov, 12 Montreal. 

The Military Secretary to His Excelly. the Governor General has 
applied to me to have Dispatches forwarded from Toronto to this Place 
by Orderly Men of the Volunteer Cavalry[.] 

I have referred this matter to the Depy. Or. M General, and enclose 
a Memorandum from him for your information;. & it has also been com- 
municated to the Governor General. 

I told his Excellency that it appeared to me un-advisable to dislocate 
any part of your (paid) Volunteer Cavalry without your previous sanction 
as it might prove inconvenlfie]nt to your arrangements. 

As the Governor General will go to Toronto so soon, time will not be 
given to receive an answer to this. 

I see that the daily expense of employing your Cavalry on this Dis- 
patch duty will amount to £16 per diem, in addition to their daily pay 
as Soldiers 2s. being allowed to each Man on this duty. 

On referring to the Commissary General, He was of opinion that the 
transmission of Dispatches by Messenger, even during the Frost, would 
be less expensive. 

I have stated this to the Governor General, with a Copy of the 
enclosed, and his Excellency will determine with you, on his arrival, upon 
the course to be preferr’d under the circumstances of the case. 


[Enclosure:] 
[974 ] 1839 


Nov, 11 
CHARLES GORE TO SIR CHARLES O’DONNELL: L. 3p. 
Deputy Quarter Mr. General's Office, Montreal. 

I have the honor to make the following report on the Letter 
of the 10th. Instant from The Military Secretary to The 
Governor General addressed to The Commander of The 
Forces, on the subject of a chain of Express Dragoons to be 
established between Montreal and Toronto in Upper Canada, 
for the Winter months— 

The Cavalry on the Frontier line of 45°. cannot furnish any 
Detachment for this Service, they have as much duty to per- 
form as they can get through, and in Colonel Taylor’s District 

.~ have only two or three nights in bed, This force was raised 
to meet the Duties absolutely required for the Frontier, and 
will be forced to provide two posts (at Cognawaga & St. Johns) 
to keep up the Winter communications with the Troops on the 
left Bank of The St. Lawrence. 
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It will therefore be necessary to establish the line of Posts 
by placing the Volunteer (paid) Cavalry of Toronto, Kingston, 
Brockville and Cornwall expressly on this duty.— 

The number of Posts at intervals of 8. miles will be—49.— 

Three Men at each Post exclusive of Non-commission’d 


Officers will be -—---------~- 147 
Non-commission’d Officers -—-- 13 
160. 


Additional pay while employed on express duty at 2s/. per 
day each Man — 


For 160 Men— £16.0.0 
150. days service — £2400.0.0 
30. days service — £480.0.0 


Strength of the paid Volunteers referred to— 
Capt. -Sub,. “‘Sergt. “Trump, “Radae. 


Toronto— Major 


Magrath’s troop. 1—2—4— 1 — 54 
Kingston 

ist. Frontenac 

troop — “—1— 2-— 1 — 2 

2nd.— ditto — See Bee 2 = 

Brockville—Troop— 1 — 1— 3 — 1 — 39 

Cornwall—Lancers— 1 — 1— 2 — 1 — _ 30 

3 — 5 — 184 


Total— 3 — 6—1 


J. B. Rosrnson To JoHN Macautay: A.LS. 8p. 


Wandsworth, Surrey. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I believe among the score of letters Wm. Boulton took out for me 
there was not one for you—at least I have a slight twinge of conscience 
on your account, though possibly without good reason— _ By this time 
I trust you have found yourself quite at home in your new office,—as 
much at ease in your saddle, as if it had been made by Alderman Dixon— 
and you have had leisure, I hope, to take a deliberate view of our beggarly 
exchequer— _ I do flatter myself that you will be able at least to let us 
see the worst, already before us—and to suggest some possible way of 
getting out of our difficulties— I quite despair, with the present cabinet, 
of any thing effectual being done in a pecuniary way for our relief— _ If 
it had been possible to make an impression, Sir G. Arthurs dispatch must 
have done it, for it was urgent, & was clear, reasonable & business like— 
All that I could say on the subject I had before said in a paper which I 
will send out, if Ld. J. Russell does not object—and I had repeated 
personal interviews with Ld Normanby & Mr Labouchere in which I 
pressed the matters as earnestly as I knew how—but it was evidently 
vain, & I had never any hope of success— Ld. Normanby told me that 
he shd. be delighted to be able to effect any thing of the kind, but that 
it was absolutely out of the question—that he had proposed it to his 
Colleagues & had support from no one— _ I am quite satisfied that under 
the circumstances of the time, it was not to be hoped for— But now as 
to the future— Ld. J. Russell is a statesman of not an ordinary char- 
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acter— He has certainly written things & done things of which any 
man occupying his position in England ought to be ashamed—but he is 
an able man—deliberate in his views—calm in his decisions—& having 
confidence & spirit enough to come out boldly in support of the cause or 
the measures which he espouses— If we had no ticklish measures like 
the Union pending, I should be quite willing to take a chance of his Lord- 
ship as a Secretary for some years to come, for I think he would be 
anxious to effect something considerable during his reign—but one can 
not reckon at all upon his being prominently useful as matters stand— 
He may not intend to be long in the Department—& in that case he will 
avoid as much as possible encumbering himself with any thing in addition 
to the one grand scheme— Then the whole party must feel their tenure 
of office so precarious that one can not wonder they are willing to shirk 
every thing that goes beyond mere routine— What encouragement have 
they to volunteer any exertion that they can possibly avoid?— For 
years past we poor unlucky Canadians have had such a succession of 
Commissrs. & new Govrs. that there is never wanting a pretence for 
delay. At one time we must wait till Lord Gosford has reported—then 
Ld. Durham had been particularly desired to report upon these matters 
& nothing can be done till he has stated his views—& now I suppose we 
must wait till Mr. Thompson [7.e. Thomson] has rubbed his eyes and 
looked round him—& related his visions—or his dreams— That some- 
thing good will come of it at all last, I am willing to believe, for I am 
much disposed to be of Sir George Arthur’s comfortable persuasion that 
we are sure to have things better ordered for us, than we could order them 
for ourselves— Nevertheless it is not the less our duty to struggle as 
hard as we can for whatever we think to be right—& therefore I have just 
finished a full & deliberate examination of the 75 clauses which are to 
constitute our new Charter—and to be sure what a field for observation 
they afford— 

Your suggestion in a former letter about increasing our revenue 
immediately & directly by passing an Imperial Statute imposing addi- 
tional duties—is a very precise[?] & simple one certainly, but before you 
could get them to move in that path, you would have indeed ‘‘to heat the 
poker—’’ We must get on now, I fancy as we can, until the great scheme 
is disposed of, for the ready answer is—how could we introduce any thing 
of this kind just when we are on the eve of making a final settlement of 
all difficulties?— It is impossible that the next Session can pass away I 
think without something being done—& we must all do what we can to 
contribute to a good result— 

I intend going to the Office tomorrow, but have no expectation of 
finding Ld. John Russell at his post, so soon after the loss of his father— 
and indeed at this time of the year he would most likely be absent at 
anyeLates 

The papers, I see, state that His Excellency has gone, or rather that 
early in October he went down to the Eastern part of the Province, & I 
can not [but ?] think that one object of the journey was to proceed to 
Montreal & take leave of Sir J. Colborne— I hope I am right in my 
guess, & that Canadian affairs have been fully discussed— Something 
may depend upon the opinions Sir John Colborne expresses if he is earnest, 
& decided & consistent in them— They would not be likely to turn 
Ministers from the plan to which they are so far committed—but if they 
were sound & became generally known they would throw an additional 
obstacle in the way of any imprudent measure— 
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I suppose Your Legislative Session will commence abt. the 10 Janu- 
ary—and that there will be time to get hence any representation you may 
desire to make before the Canada bill is taken up—& what will you repre- 
sent?—that I suppose depends upon who comes up from Montreal to 
canvas you—and so it is utterly impossible to form a conjecture upon the 
subject— The Clergy Reserve will be taken up again in the assembly I 
dare say— I only hope that before I sail I may hear something of the 
probable result.— 

It is better, decidedly, I think that all ended as it did, than that any 
of the many propositions about a Commission being sent to England 
should have carried— Nothing would have been done, for Ministers 
were evidently afraid to face the question, on the ground on which they 
stood—®& if they can find an excuse next Session I think it likely enough 
they would most willingly avail themselves of it— Besides I am ata 
loss to know what new light the two delegates would have imported— 
For my part I could hardly have done any thing more than I did, and 
certainly in no shape & under no qualification would I have promoted the 
Union— Ministers will not propose an Union on terms that would afford 
us a rational prospect of security or peace— _ I scarcely know how they 
could—and whatever unequal provisions they might insert with that view 
at first—would not long be maintained. 

Then the idea of ruling such a territory by one Executive is pre- 
posterous— I venture to say no scheme could be proposed that would 
not disappoint one Province or the other, & in order to conciliate as much 
support as possible, all parties are left to hope what they please on the 
most delicate points—about some nothing is said—& others are left to 
the chance of future settlement by arbitration— I can not say I have 
any apprehension that a bill so very exceptionable as it is can possibly 
pass—the only doubt is how much of it may be adopted—in other words 
in what shape it may come out of the mill— The only difference it 
would have made if I had been requested to act on behalf of the Province, 
is that I should have made representations on the general subject of 
Canada, which being addressed by me to the Govt. in an official capacity 
would have been public documents accessible to all & might in that 
manner have had some influence on the final disposal of the question— 
All would have seen them, & those who approved of them might have 
made use of them without reserve— I have so great a dislike to any 
irregular connexion with the press or to take any part in public affairs 
that may seem unbecoming my station that I have studiously refrained 
from the only means by which any one in these times can hope to act 
with effect—for even the Governmt must have the public mind prepared, 
before they can venture to start their measures— 

Do you not think the Post Office change an indiscreet one to have 
been proposed by the Govt. of the Country? It was it seems to me a 
flagrant absurdity not at least to have made the postage 2d— The 
revenue wd. have been doubled for as many letters wd. have been 
written—the same trouble only in collection—& the public wd. have felt 
the boon as great an one— _ It seemed that nothing but a radical change 
would suffice—& away they went. It required character to oppose the 
measure as Sir Robt Peel did, when he knew it must carry, & that many 
of his party wd. shrink from opposing it, let them think what they might— 

I read with great pleasure Sir George Arthur’s exposition of responsible 
Governmt. It has done good, I trust—nor has that queer fish the 
Doctor’s commentary in his letter to ‘‘Dear Hitchings[’’] been without 
it’s [sic] effect I dare say— 
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The first paragraph was a happy one & floored the doctrine & Mr. 
Hitchings at a blow— 

The fact is the notion is utterly absurd, and there is no danger what- 
ever of any such a system being maintained in practice, if it even shd. be 
established, which seems impossible—but the agitation may do infinite 
mischief, by turning the scale at an election—as Judge Willis’ dismissal 
did— To see at once the absurdity of the principle one need only 
consider that Ld. Durham has recommended several things in his report— 
which the popular party in the Assembly would be sure to kick at desper- 
ately—now suppose the Govt. here having paid a pretty good price for 
these recommendations were to adopt them & write out to their Governor 
to use all his influence to have them carried into effect— The Attorney 
& Solr. Genl. in this or in any other Assembly would find themselves in a 
minority, if they supported the Government propositions, & then upon 
the responsibility principle they must be turned out & others appointed 
whose opinions were in unison with those of the Majority—in other words 
they must be dismissed for supporting Her Majesty’s instructions—& 
the Governor must supply their place with persons who will oppose 
them— 

Two years experience of such trash would sicken most persons— 

If it should so happen that the Legislature should meet early enough 
to send home any representation before I leave & should desire to avail 
themselves of whatever service I can render—I only hope that they will 
either intercede for some policy that steers clear of a union, or that they 
would leave me free to urge my own views with their authority— So 
situated I might very probably have rendered much service in the way I 
have stated— It seems, so far as one can trust appearances that sounder 
views are gaining ground throughout the Empire— The Ministers 
injured themselves prodigiously by their education scheme, and have 
done themselves no little harm by their R Catholics appointments— 
The Church of England sober & respectable in all her conduct has great 
power in this Country & can make her influence felt, especially when the 
occasion for it’s exercise is a legitimate one— 

I do not write to His Excellcy this time, nothing having occurred 
since the Queen left us— Will you be so good as to say so— 


ARTHUR TO ADAM FERGus{s|on: LB.5, p. 5-6. 


Government House, |Toronto.| 

On coming into my office this morning, I found your card, and im- 
mediately desired a note to be written to you to say, that I should be 
happy to see you,—but to my regret, I find you have left Toronto. 

I am very sorry that I was not made acquainted with your having 
called, or indeed of your being in Town—for I was anxious to have con- 
versed with you upon some subjects of much interest,— More especially 
with respect to the Clergy Reserves.— The Bill, passed last session, is, 
in it’s [sic] limitation, deemed unconstitutional,—and so we have the 
subject back on our hands again. 

What then can be done? You remember, no doubt, the Bill that was 
introduced by Mr Sullivan last Session. It passed through the “Cords,” 
but was lost in the Commons House. Do you think that Bill, in a 
modified shape, might be again introduced? In fact, you will oblige me 
much, if you will favour me with your own views upon this essential 
subject. I should also have been glad to have fully known your opinion 
of the Bill that was sent out founded upon Lord Durham’s Report. 
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To the Union I think there is a very general assent and all must strive 
that it shall be a measure of strength and security. 


ARTHUR TO Sir R. [D.] JAcKson: LB.5, p. 4-5. 


Government House, |Toronto.] 

Since my return from Montreal I have been glad to find my antici- 
pations of the downfall of the Patriot cause fully realized, and feel quite 
persuaded that we shall have a quiet winter on the Frontier, unless some 
internal commotion should again excite Citizen-sympathy of which, at 
present, I can discover no ground for apprehension. 

I felt quite persuaded, when Colonel Bankhead paid me a visit, that 
there must have been a change in the public feeling in the States, or he 
would not have ventured upon such an expedition; and, yesterday, I 
received from Major General Scott a very satisfactory assurance that 
“there is no Patriot Association on foot, or in immediate contemplation 
on our side of the line’’[.] 

I enclose a copy of the Major General’s Letter for your perusal,—it 
is written in a very good spirit, especially after the unpleasant rumours 
which I lately caused to be communicated to him. 

The severe punishments inflicted upon the Brigands appear to have 
effected all that could be hoped; all, indeed, by deterring others from the 
commission of crime, that the punishment of criminals is intended to 
produce. 

The Patriot Cause has gone down more suddenly than I expected— 
but I am most grateful for it, because it will weaken the confidence of 
the disaffected in both Provinces, and tend greatly to the restoration of 
general Tranquillity. 

Our militia force is engaged to serve until April;—I do not think it 
prudent over-hastily to decrease it, but you will, I am sure, concur with 
me in opinion, as our military expenditure is still considerable, that it 
may be well, gradually to send to their homes such men as are willing to 
accept their discharges,—especially the Cavalry. 

The Constitutionalists and the Reformers are looking to the Governor 
General’s arrival with great anxiety:—it would require but little to set 
them all in a flame again: that little, however, I hope, will not be vouch- 
safed, and then our Red Coats may stand at ease during the winter. + ssi 

Now would be the time to settle the Maine question— We are strong 
enough to be firm.— 

In the course of a week, I hope to have a Map completed for you, and 
I shall have the pleasure to forward it with a short explanatory memo- 
randum which you may find useful. The Governor General will most 
probably have left Montreal before this reaches you. 

[Enclosure referred to is obviously item 969.] 


S. B. Harrison To [JoHN Macautay]: M. 6p. 


Government House, Toronto. 
Upper Canadal[.] 
Memorandum. 
For the Inspector General of Public Accounts|.] 
The Secretary of State for the Colonial Department, in stipulating 
in his Despatch No. 7 of the 28th. of December 1837, the terms of the 
proposed surrender of the Casual and Territorial Revenue to the control 
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of the Provincial Legislature, directed that among the Items to be pro- 
vided for, by a permanent civil List, the Salary of the Lieutenant 
Governor should not be less than £3.500 per annum. 

In his despatch marked ‘Separate’ of the 25th. April 1838, the 
Secretary of State further directed, that in bringing before the Legis- 
lature, the propositions contained in the foregoing Despatch, it was to 
be understood, that whatever emoluments might be prospectively 
attached to the Office of Lieutenant Governor, beyond the sum enjoyed 
by Sir Francis Head, should be granted retrospectively to him for the 
two years during which he executed the duties of that Office. 

These propositions were Communicated to the Legislature in the 
last Session by Message dated the 8th: April 1839. 

Towards the close of that Session, a bill was passed for operating the 
surrender of the casual and territorial Revenue; but not being strictly in 
accordance with the terms prescribed by the Secretary of State, it was 
necessarily reserved for the signification of Her Majesty’s pleasure 
thereon.— As regarded the Salary of the Lieut. Governor, the Bill made 
provision only for payment thereof, on the increased sclale |sic], from the 
31st. December 1837:—the intended provision for the arrears accruing 
to Sir F. Head, under the instructions given, having been accidentally 
omitted. 

This circumstance was reported to the Secretary of State in The 
Lieutenant Governor’s Despatch No. 125 of the 5th of June last; and it 
was directed by the Secretary of State in his despatch No. 80 of the 
8th. July, that the amount of the arrears due to Sir Francis Head should 
be at once paid to him from the Casual and territorial revenue. 

Recurring to this subject in his Despatch No. 12, of the 13th. of Sep- 
tember last, the Secretary of State directs that the omission in question 
be supplied by the Legislature in the ensuing Session, so as, in effect, to 
confirm the settlement already made. 

The Salary of the Lieut. Governor will therefore be paid at the rate 
of £3.500 per annum from the 25th of January 1836, the date at which 
Sir Francis Head Assumed the Government;—a copy of this Memo- 
randum being attached to the respective Warrants,—and the difference 
of £500 per Annum, now to be charged upon the casual and territorial 
revenue will be included in the estimates to be laid before Parliament at 


the ensuing Session. 
By Command[.] 


ARTHUR TO P. B. DE BLAQuIERE: LB.5, p. 6. 


Government House, |Toronto.| 

A Petition has been laid before me this evening from certain Magis- 
trates residing in the County of Oxford, requesting that a Proclamation 
may be issued declaring the County of Oxford to be the District of Brock. 
Anticipating that the information forwarded may satisfy the Executive 
Council that the conditions of the Act as to Buildings have been complied 
with, I request to know whether it would be quite agreeable to yourself 
to accept the office of Sheriff, (or Judge of the District Court if you feel 
yourself professionally qualified)—in which case, I am sure I could not 
better promote the welfare of the New District, than by conferring it 
upon you,—and, at the same time, it would be a source of gratification to 
myself to have it in my power to manifest the great respect I entertain 


for your character. 
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ACLS. 


Govt. House, Montreal. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I propose leaving this place on Monday next, and therefore, as I am 
told, may reach Toronto on Wednesday night or thursday morning. At 
this season of the year, however, the navigation must be very uncertain; 
there are here bad fogs for two days which prevented the La Prairie Boats 
even from crossing; I would therefore, in order to avoid giving you un- 
necessary trouble, suggest that you should not fix the dinner which you 
were kind enough to propose giving me on my arrival in order to introduce 
me to the principal people, until you actually see me arrive in the Port 
when we can arrange our proceedings. 

I shall probably trespass on yours and Lady Arthur’s hospitality for 
a night, if my own House is not ready— 

I hope to hear cheering accounts from you on my arrival, told of the 
state of the Province and of the Union question; the latter as far as this 


Province goes is carried by acclamation. 


[ARTHUR ?]:, M. 3p. 


[Place not stated.] 
No. 1 

Captain Sandom says 
“His Excellency embarked at 
Toronto 29th. July and landed 
at Queenston same night{.] 
Suite 13—Servants 6—Total 19 
reembarked ist. August at Queen- 
ston landed same evening at 
Toronto—suite 14—servants 6 
Total 20." 


No. 2 
Captn. Sandom then says 
“His Excellency embarked 2nd. 
August landed same day at Port 
Dalhousie. Suite 4 Servants 2 
Total 6” 


No. 3. 

Captain Sandom says 
embarked at Toronto 30th. Septr. 
landed at Brockville. October 1st. 
Suite 7— Servants 7— Total 14 


No. 4 
Captain Sandom says 
embarked at Brockville 3rd. 
October—landed again same even- 
ing suite 7 Servants 4. 


On this I should remark that the 
Trip between Toronto and Queen- 
ston occupies less than three hours. 
In the number of the suite put 
down as consisting of 13 or 14 
were several of the junior branches 
of the Family under 12 years of 
age. 


I embarked on this occasion be- 
tween 12 & 1 A.M and disem- 
barked between ...5 & 6 A.M 
the same morning, being in bed the 
whole time. 


I embarked on this occasion at 
Toronto 30th. September about 
3 OClock P.M. and landed the fol- 
lowing day, 1st. October, about 
4 OClock P.M. 


On this occasion I proceeded 
from Brockville to Prescott to 
inspect the new Fortifications— 
Troops—and Militia, and returned 
to Brockville same day. 
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No. 5 
Captain Sandom says 
embarked at Brockville 5th. 
October and landed at Toronto 
10th. October—suite 7—servants 
7—Total 14. 


By this it would appear I had 
been on board the Traveller 5 or 
6 days, whereas I embarked at 
Brockville on the 5th. Octr about 
11 A.M, and landed at Kingston 


T. R. P[Reston]: M. 


the same day about 5 P.M— I 
remained at Kingston until the 
9th. October at 10 oClock P.M of 
which day I embarked on board 
the Traveller, and landed at To- 
ronto the following [day] about 
SPV 


[ARTHUR?]: M. 2p. 


[Place not stated.| 

Memorandum shewing the number of persons and time they were on 
board H. M. Steamer Traveller, and for which service Lieutenant Harper 
has charged £53. 

Embarked at Toronto about 5 OClock P.M of the 23rd. October, after 
dinner, and disembarked at Prescott the following evening, 24th. October, 
between 8 & 9 OClock. 

Embarked at Kingston about 10 oClock P.M. of the 1st. Novr. and 
disembarked at Toronto the following night, 2nd. Novr., about the same 
hour. 

On the first of these occasions there were on board the ‘‘Traveller’’, 

Sir George Arthur 

Captain Arthur 

Mr Domvile A.D.C 

Captain Halkett. A.M.S 
and five servants. 

On the second occasion there were on board 

Sir George Arthur 

Captain Arthur 

Mr Domvile A.D.C 
and four servants. 

On board a Lake Boat the whole expense would have been for the 
first trip about £13 Cury. and for the second about £10 Cury. 


initialled. 2p. 


[Place not stated.]| 
Memorandum with reference 
to the Secy. of State’s Despatch 
No. 11, of the 22d. Septr. 1839. 


In Septr. 1838 — His Excy. proceeded on a tour to the 
Niagara frontier. 

The Lieut. Governor proceeded to 
Lower Canada, to confer with the Earl 
of Durham previous to his Lordship’s 
departure from this Country.— 

His Excellency does not appear to have 
visited Kingston in Decr. last, as is 


stated in the Despatch— 


Early in Octr. 1838.— 
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October is probably the Month in- 
tended to be designated.— 


In January 1839— He proceeded on a tour of inspection 
to Amherstburg and Sandwich. 
Towards the end of May He proceeded to Brockville to investi- 


gate the circumstances of the seizure of 
the Steamer ‘‘G.S. Weeks.”’"— 


Early in Augt.— He proceeded on his annual tour of 
inspection through the Western Dis- 
tricts; 
and, 

in Septr. 1839 he proceeded on a similar tour of in- 
spection through the Eastern Dis- 
tricts— 

In October 1839 — His Excellency proceeded to Lower 
Canada to confer with the Govr. 
General.— 


With reference to these excursions, I have no means of verifying the 
precise dates of His Excellency’s departure from, or return to, the Seat 
of Government, no record of them having been kept; but in future it 
would be advisable to note them. 


ARTHUR TO COLONEL [J. F.] Love: LB.5, p. 7-8. 


Toronto. 

In reply to your letter of the 12th. inst., I beg at once to say that I 
leave you to occupy the Sarnia Frontier just as you may deem best— 
taking care, if you please, by all means to incur no expence that can be 
avoided. 

I should tell you, however, that, from the active steps now in progress 
by the United States Govt. I scarcely think that even marauding Parties 
will cross over this winter. I have indeed, never doubted for a moment 
that, when the American Government set about discouraging the ‘‘Patriot 
Cause’ in good earnest, there would be an end of it. Until within a few 
weeks past, all the officers of the United States Civil Government directly 
encouraged the disgraceful conspiracy which, miserable as their Govern- 
ment is—might certainly have been avoided. 

I enclose for your perusal copy of a letter from Major General Scott 
by which you will perceive that he is “‘about certain that there is no 
Patriot Association on foot or in immediate contemplation on our side 
of the line.” 

Throughout, I have felt that I was working—not against a few 
despicable vagabonds—but, in fact, against the scheming of the American 
Government—and it is evident they are now no longer taking the same 
interest in the cause. 

Our Minister at Washington entertains the same view of it, and I 
acknowledge, with gratitude, that by speaking out to the American 
Government which he has done repeatedly in his official notes to his 
esteemed friend Mr Forsyth, he has rendered me the most effectual aid. 
About three weeks ago, he remonstrated in a most spirited manner in 
consequence of some complaints which I made to him and to Her 
Majesty’s Government[.] 

Two or three practical field days, as you call them, would have better 
suited my own interest, I believe, but I am thankful to have overcome 
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the mischief in any way, for all classes of this community have had enough 
of excitement, and too much of military occupation|,] 

With regard to the 85th. Regiment I am quite satisfied that it would 
have been most desirable to have brought the companies back to the 
head-quarters of the Regt. and I recommended Si: John Colborne to allow 
me to relieve them. I will now address Sir Richard Jackson upon the 
subject. 

{Enclosure referred to is obviously item 969.] 


ARTHUR TO COLONEL [J. F.] Love: LB.5, p. 8-9. 


Toronto. 

In reply to your note of the {blank in MS.] I beg to say that I deeply 
regret to find that Major Bloomfield is passed over and I certainly did 
not expect it. Sir John Colborne distinctly informed me that he had 
promised the appointment to Major Bloomfield, and I mentioned this to 
Sir Richard Jackson who replied that Sir John had not communicated it 
to him. I took it for granted, however, that the Commander of the 
Forces would confer with Colonel Gore upon the subject, and, perhaps, 
he has done so—and if Sir John did not speak to Gore, it has been a 
neglect which I should not have expected. 

Except in behalf of Major Bloomfield and Captn Taylor, I never asked 
any other favour of Sir John than that you should be stationed at Toronto. 

I am certain, however, that there has been no intentional unkindness— 
far from it. 

I fear I omitted in my last letter to you to express my concern for 
the affliction with which it has pleased Divine Providence to visit you. 
An excess of business quite hardens one’s heart—or, at least, it has the 
appearance of doing so. I feel satisfied however, my dear Colonel, that 
you know from whence that consolation can be alone drawn; and it is 
the high opinion I entertain of you in this respect that has always made 
me feel so much gratified at your being in this Command. The union of 
the Christian with the soldier constitutes the most perfect character I 
know—and, you may believe me, that if I can in any way be of service 
to you, whilst I remain in this part of the world, it will give me the 
greatest pleasure. 

Having stated fully to Mr Thomson the probable inconvenient circum- 
stances that may attend his assumption of this Government, I shall leave 
him to his own course, and heartily endeavour to afford him the assistance 
which Her Majesty’s Government have expressed a strong expectation 
he will receive from me in carrying into effect the measure of the Union. 

They fully anticipated the embarrassment it must be to me—or they 
would not have addressed me in the terms they have done, of their 
assurance that personal considerations will not weigh with me on such 
an occasion. 

My real difficulty is to distinguish exactly my duty, for that I intend 
to follow—as the best guide under every conceivable trial. 

Of course this is all quite private! 


ApAM FgrGusson TO ArTHUR: A.L.S. 4p. 


Woodhull. 
I am honoured by the receipt of your obliging note upon Saturday, 
and feel deeply sensible of the compliment you are pleased to pay me, by 
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requesting my sentiments upon a truly harrassing [sic] point of Provincial 
policy. I had fondly hoped from the terms of Lord Glenelgs Despatch, 
or rather his Instructions, which accompanied Sir F. B. Head that we 
had always the Imperial Parliament to fall back upon, in the ultimate 
event of a total failure to adjust The Reserves amongst ourselves. It 
would appear however from what you mention, that some Constitutional 
difficulties stand in the way of a reinvestment in The Crown, and we must 
submit to grapple with it anew.— The principle of The Bill and most of 
its details, which was introduced by Mr Sullivan, met with my cordial 
approval, and continues to do so, nor do I think, happen what may, that 
we can reasonably expect to devise any scheme, more applicable to the 
wants, and circumstances of the Province. I felt more vexed than I can 
well express, when its smooth progress was arrested, by the introduction 
of the tenth clause, and which I at once pronounced to be an extinguisher 
of the Bill in the House of Assembly, neither was I at the time, in any 
degree aware of the immediate interest in that clause, contemplated by 
the member who made it as a sine qua non.— If we must enter again 
upon the Reserve question, I am decidedly of opinion that Mr Sullivans 
Bill, ought to be our ground work. There is however one very important 
difficulty which presents itself to my mind, and which must be satis- 
factorily adjusted before taking the question into deliberation. 

I allude to a provision for the Roman Catholic Clergy. That a 
proper provision sha]ll be made for The Romish Church, I am heartily 
ready to concede, but I can never consent to dispose of funds, specially 
allotted to the support and encouragement of the Protestant Church, 
in aid of that of Rome. It appears to me to be a dereliction of Public 
principle, which it is impossible to Justify, upon the plea of expediency, 
however strong. 

I sincerely hope that some mode will occur, by which this difficulty 
may be obviated. The Roman Catholic Clergy, must not be neglected, 
but neither must we make a shipwreck, of what consistency demands. 

In regard to Lord John Russells Canada Bill, I do not feel myself 
warranted to offer an opinion, having had little or no opportunity of 
considering it with attention. I have no hesitation however in saying 
that it appeared to me to be loaded with a most unwieldy machinery, 
more likely to impede than to forward the object of the Bill. Upon the 
two points of a Union of the Provinces, and of a duly defined responsibility 
in the heads of Departments & Official advisers of the Executive, my 
views remain unaltered, & to them, almost alone, I would commit the 
restoration of prosperity & peace. 

I feel that an apology is due for intruding last week, however hand- 
somely you excuse it in your note. My stay in Toronto was necessarily 
limited to Wednesday, and my object in waiting upon Your Excellency 
was to mention a matter of some importance to the Country & which 
would prove a most welcome & popular measure, should it be attainable. 
A cheap Agricultural periodical, similar to the Genesee Farmer & others 
published in the U. States, is very much wanted in Canada, and would 
probably succeed well, if it were once fairly launched. A prospectus has 
been circulated by an individual in St Catharines, who is (I am informed) 
well fitted in all respects, save funds, for this important work. It 
occurred therefore to me, that if there is any available fund, from whence 
two or three hundred pounds could be advanced in Joan, that the money 
would be wel! employed, & probably Mr Robinson & Mr Merrit[t], or 
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some other gentlemen in that quarter, would act as Trustees to take 
security, and appropriate the loan. 

I beg leave to apologize for so long a trespass upon the time of Your 
Excellency[.] 


[Str] R. D. Jackson To Artuur: A.L.S. 4p. 


Montreal. 

I shall send this by the Aid[e] de Camp of the Governor-General, who 
leaves this Place for the Upper Province tomorrow. 

I desired Dr. Skey to transmit for your consideration some suggestions 
of his relative to the occupation of Amherstburg & Sandwich, in the 
Summer, through Dr. Short[{t]— It is a subject upon which you must 
decide. 

Col. Campbell R. Artil[ler]y. informs me that the 18 Prs. intended for 
the Island of Bois Blanc are on their way to Kingston, where He thinks 
you may retain them, if the 18 Prs. said to have been deposited by 
Capn Sandom can be applied to the first object— He however recom- 
mends that the guns he intended for this purpose, (which-ever may be 
chosen,) should be placed at Malden until the necessity of arming the 
Towers be urgent. 

Our communications between Upper and Lower Canada are dila- 
tory;—I wrote to Capt. Sterling and to Colonel Love 73d. so long since, 


that I despair of an answer.— You will arrange with the Governor 
General for the more speedy transmission of letters between Us, when 
you have seen his Excellency.— It may be of much importance during 


this Winter—but I am unable to say how you may be disposed to employ 
your paid Volunteer Cavalry on this this [szc] business; and the expence 
attending it is stated at a high rate, independent of their daily pay. 

We are sadly off for great Coats; as the Wave expected to bring them 
did not leave the Channel till the 27th. September, and has not yet 
arrived— _ It is feared She cannot now be trusted to, & We must provide 
this indispensible article of clothing here. 

You were so good as to promise a Copy of your Maps of the Upper 
Province, & you will oblige me, very much indeed by recollecting me. 

I will not enter into any particulars that you will hear so much better 
from the Governor General. 

I am rather anxious about the Arms of the old pattern in possession 
of many of the Men belonging to Regiments in this Country— Have 
you had occasion to doubt the efficacy of yours?... 

[P.S.] I shall remember our agreement that letters, written in this 
manner, although with the informality of purely private letters, may 
be considered sufficiently official for all purposes— Those marked 
“secret,” or “‘confidential’’ will be strictly consider’d so by us— 


[ArTHUR] To [ADAM FERGusson]: Df.A.L. 4p. 


[Place not stated.] 

I thank you for your communication of the 18th. & write merely to 
say_that I shall have great pleasure in encouraging a Cheap Agricultural 
periodical wh. I am satisfied wd., in many respects, prove highly beneficial. 
I wish with all my heart Men thought more of such things & less of 
Politics—but alas! from whence are the Funds to come. My attention 
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since I came Here has been to save the Country from becoming Bankrupt 
& wh. must be the case if the Home Govt will not afford temporary 
assistance whereas, there is abundant wealth in the Country if it were 
developed— _I shall be happy however to keep the subject you propose 
in mind[.] 

Our Clergy Reserve Bill was unconstitutional, as I understand it, in 
so far as it reinvested the Funds in the Crown to be disposed of by 
Parliament. Of course, I never supposed there could have been a question 
upon this point, as it was suggested by the Secy of State. 

I apprehend the Govt wd. have more difficulty in dealing with the 
question at Home than we shall have Here—but, if possible, it certainly 
ought to be settled before the Union—, or the Roman Catholic Members 
in the Lower Province will have more to say upon the subject than may 
be convenient. 

At all events, it will be desirable for a time at least to keep out of the 
United Legislature such extreme questions [a partly cancelled phrase 
here reads: ‘‘matters of strive (sic) to begin with’’.] 

[A cancelled clause here reads: ‘If I well understood what you 
mean by a duly defined responsibility’’.] I entirely agree with you that 
there shd. be a duly defined responsibility in the Heads of Departs. & 
official advisers of the Executive—and, since I have been Here, I have 
been most anxious to bring this about & intended to cause a Bill to be 
introduced into the House framed upon the general want of system in 
carrying on the Govt—wh. has originated so far as I can discover in the 
House of Assembly meddling with what belonged to the Executive—for 
instance power has been given to the Receiver Genl in certain Matters 
passing bye [szc] the Govt. altogether. 

A governor must be fond of trouble indeed who wd. not select as his 
Executive Council, if He had the power to name them, such Persons as 
wd. be disposed to work in harmony with the Legislature[.] 

[The above is filed with item 986.] 


ARTHUR TO LorD Fitzroy [J. H.] Somerset: LB.3, p. 81-82. 


Govt. House, Toronto. (Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

When I wrote to Your Lordship on the 11th instant, I was much 
hurried in order to close my Despatch Bag in time for the ‘‘Great 
Western” & omitted to enclose as I intended, the Copy of a Communi- 
cation wh. I had two days before addressed to the Govr. Genl. 

I am ashamed to ask you to enter so much into my private difficulties; 
but I know Yr. Lordship will excuse it & I am placed in circumstances of 
unusual perplexity; and I am very anxious you shd. be made aware of 
the progress of events with reference to Mr. Thomson’s superseding me 
in the Administration of this Govt.; I cannot regard it otherwise than as 
a proceeding wh. reflects upon me in a strong degree—&, yet, Iam by no 
means sure that I might not be blamed exceedingly for resigning at such 
a moment. 

In my Despatch to the Governor Genl. I have explained the course of 
policy I was sent here to pursue; & that having pursued it, I cd. not 
possibly espouse the very opposite interest—&, yet, this is what I appre- 
hend may be expected from Mr. Thomsons known course of Policy.— 

I hope you will think that I have gone straight forward to face any 
difficulty & with all possible respect for the Powers that be I have laid 
my position fairly open. 
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I expect the Govr. Genl. will reach Toronto tomorrow— All is quiet 
on the Frontier. 
[Enclosure referred to is apparently item 967] 


[ 990 | P. B. DE BLAQUIERE TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 4p. 


Nov. 20 


Altadore, Woodstock. 

It is with feelings of no ordinary kind that I beg to acknowledge your 
Excellencys communication of the 15th, & at the same time to express 
the deep sense I entertain of the gratifying manner in which you have 
been pleased to propose my nomination to an Office on the erection of the 
new District of Brock.— 

With respect to the Office of Sheriff I think it right to state, that a 
requisition was lately presented to me, signed by all the respectable 
portion of the community of this neighbourhood, British & Canadian, 
with two exceptions, & including nineteen Magistrates, requesting I 
would permit my name to be submitted to Your Excellency for the 
appointment. I objected that such a recommendation, unsolicited, 
might be deemed an interference with Your Excellency’s prerogative, & 
indeed I only entertained the proposition at all on account of the un- 
settled state of the Province, & the power of the Sheriff to call out & 
direct the whole force of the County in case of disturbance; but further 
reflection satisfied me that the Legislature had provided for such exigency 
in a far better way by the recent Militia Acts, & that under any circum- 
stances it could not therefore be necessary or expedient to call out the 
posse commutatts [sic], & in consequence I declined acceding to the requi- 
sition being quite assured that your Excellency would appoint a person 
in every way qualified to fill the Office.— 

A strong sense of public duty would have induced me to sacrifice 
every personal feeling of dislike to the ordinary duties of Sheriff if united 
with the important responsibility alluded to, but that being virtually 
rendered nugatory I trust you will permit me respectfully to decline the 
honor you intended, anxious at the same time to evince how proudly I 
cherish this additional proof of your Excellency’s esteem.— 

The Office of District Judge I presume requires professional knowledge 
as alluded to by your Excellency, but notwithstanding your kind & 
considerate wish for my appointment to an Office, it is perhaps quite as 
well for the sake of British influence around here that it did not take 
place; the Yankee spirit that abounds to an overflow in the Province 
requires to be taught that other motives than those of self advantage 
may & do influence the sticklers for British institutions.— 


[ 991 ] [F. A. M,. FRASER ?]: M. 


[ 1839 ? ] 
[c. Nov. 21? | 


[Place not stated.] 
Pay and Allowances of One Troop of Cavalry (Major Magrath’s) in 
Upper Canada for One day. 


Pay Sterling Currency 
One Captain on ee | 
One Lieutenant sap 
One Cornet dole Soo 
One Troop Sergeant Major he OG 
. 4 4 


Two Sergeants 
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Pay Sterling Currency 
Three Corporals .« ) 4 104 
One Trumpeter ee 
Fifty Privates g0°25 6 
Three Infantry Soldiers (Privates) 
as Servants Pe 


Allowances 


61 free Rations daily including fuel & light Aisi Se7 1s 
oot us ‘‘ for Servants yaw ih 238 
Forage & Stabling for 63 horses 4 11 103 
Horse allowance for 57 horses aad 
Billet allowance for 56 men .. 15 64 
Lodging Money for 1 Cap: two Sub: & 

1 Sergt Major se 4nd0F 
Free Rations for three woemen [sic] & their ) 

probable number of children—eight | .. 1 113 
Clothing for 57 men for one day WAP PsiOF 
Bounty for 57 men for one day eu Go MEO 
Stationary [szc] for one day ee Z 
Probable amount of Postage es ee 

- - “repair of Arms re zg: 


C17 Ow 16: 20. 15 94 
When on Express duty add for the } 
1:55 


difference of Rations of [stc] Provisions 4. 1.10 42 


£18. 11. 10 22.0: 24 


ARTHUR TO Sir R. [D.] Jackson: LB.5, p. 10-11. 


Toronto. 

I received on Sunday last the 17th. Inst. your letter of the 12th. 
respecting the employment of the Militia Cavalry to undertake the 
express duty from hence to Montreal during the Winter. 

The question may be raised whether we have a right to employ them 
out of this Province, and there may be some little unwi!lingness dis- 
played—but, I have no doubt, under the engagement they have entered 
into, that they are liable to be thus employed; and from the present 
aspect of affairs on the Frontier and in this Province there can be no 
objection to the Cavalry being dispersed upon this service. 

I mentioned in my letter of the 14th. Inst that I should think it might 
be well to reduce this expensive force—but, unless the men are themselves 
willing to return to their homes we must keep them for the term of their 
engagement—viz. six months—and, in that case the more useful they 
can be made the better. 

As to the Commissary General’s notion—supposing the Cavalry to 
be embodied—that it would be cheaper to employ Civil Messengers, I 
cannot comprehend it. He must surely labour under some mistake. 

The tender of the only person, who can undertake such a service, I 
enclose— I also enclose a Memorandum prepared by the Assistant 
Quartermaster General upon the scheme which I directed to be followed 
last year, & which answered perfectly—the only difference is the ex- 
tension of the Cavalry of this Province to Montreal. 
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[ 995 ] 
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Independent of its being less expensive than private messengers, it 
is far safer—and that is a consideration not to be overlooked. 

I have lost no time in conferring with the Governor General upon the 
subject—and the plan will be carried into effect immediately after the 
Parliament has been opened—as the Troop, stationed at Toronto, are to 
take part in that ceremony. 

[First enclosure lacking. Second enclosure is probably item 991.] 


[Str] R. [W.] GARDINER To ArtHuR: A.L.S. 


Clarem[on|t. 
I have but a moment to tell you the Duke who had given us another 
fright—is now again—dquite safe I trust— I have written the patticulars 
to Lynedoch to whom I must refer youf[.] 


[Str] R. D. Jackson TO ArTHUR: A.L.S. 3p. 


Montreal. 

Your account of your Province is very satisfactory, and I heartily 
congratulate you upon your prospect of tranquillity. 

The Governor General will, I am sure, be glad that you can dispense 
with the services of those Men of your Volunteers who wish to be dis- 
charged. 

We have just heard of the arrival of the ‘‘Wave’’ Ordnance Transport, 
bringing stores essentially necessary for the Troops, Bedsteads, and 
Great Coats, of which latter your Troops will receive their due proportion; 
It may become necessary to use Sleighs foi this purpose. 

I shall feel very much obliged for the Maps you mention. 

Pray have the goodness to remember me to the Governor General, 
who has, I hope, reached you in health before this. 


ARTHUR TO Sir R. D. JAcKsSoN: LB.5, p. 12-14. 


Toronto. 

Yr Letter of the 18 inst. was put into my hands on Thursday on the 
arrival of the Govr Genl[.] 

I shall be glad to receive Dr Skey’s suggestions respecting the occu- 
pation of Amherstburg & Sandwich during the summer Months. 

The extent of sickness during the past season was the result, in some 
degree, of causes that are not likely to occur again. 

At Amherstburg, the causes were, for the most part, relapses. The 
34th. Regt. suffered very much from having been kept too long under 
canvas the preceding year whilst Quarters were being erected—and, from 
necessity, having occupied two very unhealthy posts. 

At Sandwich, adequate accommodation was not to be found in time 
and the men were far too crowded in summer Quarters. 

All appears so likely to be quiet on the Frontier, that I am anxious 
to propose to you to bring away the two remaining Companies of the 
85th. Regt. from Sandwich. They can be relieved by the second Regt 
of Ing. Militia, part of which corps is still employed upon the works at 
Amherstburg. 

In this case, they (the two Companies) may occupy Chatham, in the 
first instance, where they will be, in some measure, within reach of their 
Head Quarters—and can be subsequently dealt with according to your 
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general arrangement for the disposal of the Troops in the Spring. I 
mean if you intend to send the 85th. Regt to the Western Frontier 
(Amherstburg) in that case you will, probably consider it most expedient 
to leave the two Companies at Chatham—or, if you do not propose to 
send that Regt. to the Frontier, you would, perhaps, think it better that 
the Companies should join the Head Quarters of their Corps at London, 
occupying St Thomas with a Detachment for the sake of accommodation. 

By some means or other the 85th Regt should, certainly, at an early 
period, be brought together. 

The 43rd. Regt have been too long without a Mess, and long enough 
in their present Quarters. 

The 34th. Regt have, perhaps, been sufficiently long at Amherstburg[.] 

The 73rd. Regt, being amongst the first to return Home, I conclude 
you would not send further West—but, rather, if they move at all, draw 
them East. 

The disposal, however, of the Regular Force will be influenced by the 
extent of the Militia force kept up and that again must depend upon the 
state of the Province—but, I conclude, even at some hazard, the Home 
Government will be most desirous to reduce the militia. 

I throw out these suggestions thus early, as it is always well to take 
time by the forelock in military matters, and will further submit my 
thoughts two or three weeks hence, if you wish it. 

I entirely concur in Colonel Campbell’s suggestion respecting the 
guns. The three 18-Pounders, intended for the Blockhouses, have been 
landed at Malden. 

The communication between us during the Winter is at best tedious; 
but, after the 7th. of December, the Expresses will be ready, I hope, to 
take up the duty[.] 

I regret much the great Coats have not arrived—nor have I yet heard 
of the clothing which the Secretary of State informed me he had positively 
ordered for the militia. 

The arms in possession of the 85th. Regt. (old pattern) are bad. Sir 
John Colborne authorized Light Infantry arms to be issued for them, 
and the exchange is in progress. 

With regard to your Postscript, I quite comprehend our agreement. 
Letters of this kind are always to be considered sufficiently official for all 
purposes|.] 


ARTHUR TO Sir R. D. Jackson: LB.5, p. 11. 


Toronto. {Marked ‘‘Private.’’] 

The Governor General was sworn in yesterday. Today he has made 
an excursion to Niagara. On Monday he holds his first Levee. 

The Great Measure of the Union, I have always informed His Excel- 
lency can be readily carried, if there be no excitement produced by his 
own course of proceeding; respecting which, I am not without appre- 
hension. In my opinion, he should have kept out of this fire altogether— 
The Constitutional Party and the Reform Party are closely watching his 
movements. 

The Mayor and Corporation of this City have commenced with a most 
injudicious address, in which they evidently wished to draw the Governor 
into explanation; but, in his reply, he has well and ably avoided it.— 
There will be no occasion, I should hope, for a dissolution of the House— 
if it come to that, there will be warm work of it throughout the Province. 

This is a specimen of what I understand to be quite private! 
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GEORGE WALTON TO CaPTAIN [F. L.] ArtHur: L. 


4, Chewetts Buildings, King Street, Toronto. 

Mr George Walton begs respectfully to notify Cap Arthur that neither 
himself nor Mrs. Walton have been invited to Govermt House for the 
3rd Decr. tho’ many of his friends have. When Lady Arthur arrived 
here, Mrs. Walton was not sufficiently well to wait upon her Ladyship but 
her Card was left by Mr Walton. Mr Walton considers his standing in 
society entitles him to the distinction of being invited to Government 
House, he is Clerk of the Court of Requests of this City, is one of Her 
Majestys Coroners for the Home District as well as of the City of Toronto 
and has been a member of the Corporation of this City for 4 years— 


Mr. [Mito?] McCarcar to His ExcELLENcy’s AIp[E]-DE-CAMP: 


[Wrapper postmark: Kempiville.] 
[Mr. McCargar accepts and Mrs. McCargar declines an invitation 
from Lady Arthur.| 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 14-15. 


Government House, [Toronto.| {Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

Tomorrow I intend to see several persons in order to confer with them 
upon the matter of the Union, and I am anxious there should be no shade 
of error. 

I understand thus much. 

The Reunion is determined upon by Her Majesty’s Government. 

The debt of Upper Canada is to be the debt of the United Province. 

Each Province without any regard to Population or extent of Territory 
is to return an equal number of Members (in mercy to yourself or to 
whoever may administer the Province pray limit the number as much 
as possible) and there will be no objection to a qualification. 

Her Majesty’s Government will concur with the United Legislature 
in promoting Immigration to the utmost extent. 

With regard to the seat of Government, it is impossible to attempt to 
interfere with the Constitution, which vests in the Sovereign the power, 
in all parts of Her Majesty’s Dominions of deciding where the Legislature 
shall meet. The Invasion of Upper Canada might render it absolutely 
necessary to assemble in the Lower Province—, or an insurrection in the 
Lower Province might render it impossible for the Legislature to meet 
there—or Pestilence might drive our Lords and Commons from Toronto 
to Kingston—or from Montreal to Quebec— But, may I add, from 
myself, that, as the object is to render the United Province British, it is 
clear to my mind, without any stipulation or pledge about the matter, 
at no distant period the seat of Government must be in the Upper 
Province, which I sincerely feel must be the case? 

Am | at liberty to express myself fully to the foregoing extent[?] 

The Civil List must be secured. 

The Judiciary and Land Granting Department will be objects of 
great interest—and, consequently of much enquiry;—are these matters 
to be left to Commissioners, or to the Imperial Parliament, or can you 
venture now to speak out respecting them? My opinion is—that the 
more you can venture to disclose, the better. 
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As to the abstract Question of the Union, why embarrass those (I 
have the*’Attorney General in my eye) who voted against the measure 
Jast Session—why not take that as a Question disposed of,—and let some 
influential member move a Resolution something to this effect. 

Resolved, 

That, whereas the House of Assembly at it’s [szc] Jast Session 
declared that, in their opinion, a United Legislature for the Canadas—on 
certain terms—Qy—was indispensable, and that further delay must 
prove ruinous to their best interests—and whereas His Excellency the 
Governor General has, in his Message, declared that it is the settled 
policy of Her Majesty’s Government to submit for the consideration of 
the Imperial Parliament the Reunion of the Provinces under one Legis- 
lature—it therefore becomes the duty of the Representatives of the 
People carefully to consider on what terms such reunion may be effected 
without danger to their future peace, welfare, and good Government,— 
and the permanent connection of the Canadas with the British Empire.— 
Of course the terms of this rough draft might be varied to meet the 
question as you may put it—but a member who voted against the Union 
last Session, might, I think, vote for it in this way. and then proceed, 
with other Resolutions embracing the points to which I have already 
adverted. 


THOMSON TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 2p. 


[Toronto.| [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

You have apprehended quite correctly the principles on which the 
Govt. wishes to establish the Union. Of course in the matter of the debt, 
is to be understood only such part as has been contracted for great public 
works applicable to both Provinces, and not what has been incurred for 
merely local improvements. It is about 34 or more of the whole, as far 
as I can make it out.— 

The people here must not stipulate any thing about the Seat of Govt. 
If they do so, I should consider it decisive, and have to adopt other 
measures for getting their assent to the Union. Indeed whatever may 
be one’s opinion of the relative importance of the two Provinces, (and 
mine very much agrees with your’s [sic] that if things go well this one 
will be far the most in advance in ten or twelve years) it is out of the 
question to fetter the Prerogative in such a matter as where Parlt is to be 
called— 

As the Bill only proposes to provide for a Legislative Union, the 
Judiciary will of course remain as it is, unless afterwards altered by the 
United Legislature. 

The Land Granting Department requires great alteration and re- 
vision, but the Bill wd. not touch it, as it was proposed. 

[Endorsed in Arthur’s handwriting: ‘In answer to my note’’.] 


CHARLES Gore TO [Sir R. D. Jackson]: 


[See item 1005.] 


ARTHUR TO I. RK) Pemstony Bi3, p: 10-17: 


Government House, [Toronto.} 
I am quite concerned that I should have allowed so many days to 
pass away without replying to your note of the 23rd. Inst. 
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Do not, with reference to my convenience, on any account defer 
your departure before [7.e. until] the extremity of the winter sets in; and 
be assured that I am not only thoroughly convinced that you have served 
this Governt. with zeal and faithfulness, but that it really will give me 
pleasure to be of service to you, and that I shall always hear of your 
success with pleasure and satisfaction. 

As my testimony of your ability may possibly be of some use, I am 
anxious to record my opinion founded on the experience of the last 
fourteen months, during wh. you have acted as one of my Secretaries 
that there is no office detail of which you are not thoroughly master, and 
that there cannot be a person in whom greater confidence may be placed. 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 16. 


Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I return, and thank you for having allowed me to peruse, the Reso- 
lutions of the Special Council. They appear to go quite to the point you 
wish, and I have reason to think, from all I hear, that you will be able to 
carry the same points here, though, from experience, I do not feel absolute 
confidence in opinions expressed before the Legislature meets. 

Mr. Henry Sherwood told me that he had heard the substance of your 
conversation with Mr Hagerman, and expressed himself highly satisfied 
with it. 

He has a good deal to say in the House, and it would be as well for you 
to see him again before the Parliament meets, as your personal com- 
munications are evidently working exactly as you wish. 


[Str] R. D. Jackson TO ArTHUR: A.L.S. 3p. 


Montreal. 

I received this morning your letter of the 21st. relative to the employ- 
ment of the Military Cavalry, for the transmission of Dispatches between 
Toronto and Montreal. 

I enclose a Memorandum sent by Col. Gore on the subject. 

The comparative expence attending this mode, and that of sending 
them by special Messenger, may be of less importance than the safety & 
expedition of their transit— Mr Rouths calculation appears to have 
been founded on the supposition that a special Messenger being seldom 
required, the expence attending his employment would be less, than the 
amount of daily extra-pay to the Cavalry... [Refers to the news of 
Sir John Keane’s success at Cabul.] 


[Enclosure:| 
1839 


Nov. 27 

CHARLES GorE To [Sir R. D. Jackson]: M.S. 4p. 
[Place not stated.| 

The difference between the Assistant Quarter Master 

General and my report to Your Excellency is, 1s/1d currency 
more per diem than my estimate, and on which the express 
service was carried on in the Lower Province last Winter, 
ie 2 Shillings per diem, and in the Upper Pvince 3/1—therefore 
the expense will be greater than I gave in—but it is less than 
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that proposed by the Civil Contract, and as it appears that a 
daily express may be counted on, the Dragoons will be the 
cheapest way—but cannot cost less I should suppose than 
£20—per diem. The Commissary General did not calculate 
on a daily communication and therefore supposed that the 
Post might answer except on particular occasions when a 
Special Messenger might be employed and a great expense 
saved. « 

[P.S.] The arrangement appears to be settled and to take 
place after oppening [sic] of Parliament[.] 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 17. 


Toronto. 

I enclose for your perusal the Despatches which I received yesterday 
from No 23 to 35. 

No 23 refers to the position in their offices of certain Public Officers. 

I sincerely hope you will concur with me that there is not, at present, 
any occasion to notify its contents. 

Lord Glenelg’s Despatch upon the same subject accomplishes all that 
can be desired, and is thoroughly well known[.] 

[Enclosures lacking.] 


[WRITER NOT STATED]: M. 3p. 


[Place not stated.] 
I think the following would be the result of a New Election or a dis- 
solution— 


Places— Constl- Doubt- Bad. 
Glengarry 1 J 

Stormont 2 

Dundas 2 

Cornwall 1 

Russell il 

Prescott is) 

Carleton Z 

Lanark 1 1 

Grenville 1 1 

Leeds 2 

Brockville il 

Frontenac it 1 

Lenox & Addington 2 

Kingston 1 

Hastings 2 
Belleville 1 


1The document is arbitrarily dated here. The earliest date is April 1839, when Small entered 


the House. 


The latest date is December 18, 1839, because the number of members here shown 


is considerably greater than that provided for the Upper Province in the Union Bill which was 
then made public. Arthur had referred to a possible dissolution (item 972, November 11, 
1839; item 996, November 23, 1839. The document may therefore be concerned with some 
prognostication before the details of the Union Bill were known. Arthur knew them of course, 
but except to the inner government officers (see items 910-913) they were doubtless; con- 
fidential (see item 1032). 
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Places- Constl- Doubt- Bad. 
Prince Edward 1 1 
Picton 1 
Northumberland 2 
Cobourg 1 
Durham Z 
Home District 1 
Toronto 1 1 2 
Simcoe 2 
Niagara 1 
Lincoln 1 3 
Haldimand ®) 
Halton 1 1 
Wentworth 1 1 
Hamilton 1 
Norfolk 1 1 
Middlesex y) 
Oxford 2 
London 1 
Essex 2 
Kent i 1 

35 ily is, 

Constitutionalists— 35 members 
Doubtful & inclining 
to responsible government— 17 «~Do 
Republican & in favour 
of Separation ---------------~- 13. Do 


65 Members 


My opinion is formed from observation in many places and information 
derived from sources on which I think I can rely—I think I am not far 
from the exact state. 


Present House of Assembly may be classed as follows— 
Constitutionalists— 


Donald McDonald [2.e. McDonell] — Alexander McLean — George S. 
Jarvis — John Kearnle]s — Richd. P. Hotham — Thomas McKay. 
John B. Lewis. Ed Malloch — John A. H. Powell — M Burritt — 
John Marks — John Cartwright — Ed Murney — Charles Bockus — 
Alexr. McDonald [i.e. McDonell] — H Ruttan — G. S. Boulton — 
George Elliott — J. W. Gamble — Ed Thomson — William B Robin- 
son — James Wickens — William Chisholm — Abs Shade — Sir A 
MacNab — George Rykert — Mahlon Burwell — Roger R Hunter — 
W. C Salmon — N Cornwall — John Prince — Francis Caldwell — 
Henry Sherwood — C. A. Hagerman — W. H. Draper — C. Richard- 
son — R. G. Dunlop — 37 
The following doubtfuls 

Alexr. Chisholm — D. AE. McDonell — Peter Shaver — John Cook — 
M Cameron — James Morris — A Manahan, Jas. Mathewson — 


J. R. Armstrong — M Aikman — Wm. McCrea [1.e. McCrae] — C. C. 
Ferrie — G. H. Delter [z.e. Detlor.] 13 — 
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Decidedly bad — 
W. H. Merritt — O. R. Gowan — Richd Woodruff — David Thorburn — 
G McMicking — Thos. Parke — Elias Moore — Robert Alway — 
D. Duncomb — McCargar — Jas. E. Small 11 — 


ARTHUR TO Sir R. [D.] Jackson: LB.5, p. 17-18. 


Toronto. 

I regretted to find that my letters to you dated Saturday evening the 
23rd. Novr., and which were to have been despatched by the Governor 
General’s messenger, were returned to me on Tuesday Morning—not 
having, by some mistake, been forwarded by that opportunity. I 
mention this merely to account for my letters being out of date. 

It gives me much satisfaction to say that in the military way, all is 
going on well, and that I have no disagreeables of any kind to com- 
municate. All seems quiet on the Frontier. 

The Governor General is pursuing his course with much discretion, 
and, I believe, he thinks, with a good prospect of success. All has 
hitherto worked harmoniously, and so far as I know, quite in unison with 
his wishes. The Governor General appears to understand admirably 
well how to manage men, which is in fact the art of Government. 

We continue to enjoy delightful weather. Mr Thomson saw our 
little Brigade on Saturday and was highly pleased with their soldierlike 
appearance, and quite entered into the spirit of the movements[.] 

I have received an official and private Communication from Lord 
John Russell by the British Queen, in which he begs me to consult with 
you as to what stores we shall positively require for the militia during 
the spring|.] 

The question can only be correctly answered with reference to the 
state of the two Provinces and of the American Frontier—but, after 
conferring with the Governor General I will write to you upon the point. 
It will, however, under any circumstances be prudent to have a certain 
supply in readiness for the militia—our purchasing from the Americans 
last winter was [a] most injurious policy. There is no extreme to which 
they will not go if money is to be made by it. 

I requested Colonel Airey would always write when any thing was 
passing of even trifling importance, & has [szc] his letter received this 
morning is rather interesting I enclose it for your perusal. His descrip- 
tion of Major Scott is not far from being correct. 

[Enclosure lacking.] 


[Lorp] Firzroy [J. H.] SomErRsET TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 2p. 


Horse Guards, [London.| 

I received yesterday your letters of the 18th Oct and 11th of No- 
vember and I am very much obliged to you for favouring me with such 
interesting communications, which you may rely upon my considering 
strictly confidential|.] 

It affords me great satisfaction to see that amidst the numerous 
difficulties attached to your situation your judgement never forsakes you, 
and you are guided by an earnest desire to pursue that line of conduct 
which may be most in accordance with the interests of the Country. 
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ARTHUR TO Coutts & Co: LB.6, p. 69. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 
[Authorises payment of £50 to John Measure. | 


ARTHUR TO RUSSELL: LB.5, p. 255-256. 


Government House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I have the honor to acknowledge your Lordship’s letter, marked 
Private, of the 18th. October, in which you express the wish that I 
should consult with Sir Richard Jackson, and inform your Lordship what 
supplies of Clothing and Arms will be absolutely required to be sent to 
Upper Canada in the Spring. 

Agreeably to your Lordship’s desire, I shall take an early opportunity 
to communicate with the Commander of the Forces and will afterwards 
address your Lordship officially upon the subject. 

Our wants, however, I may at once say, must depend upon the 
political state of the Canadas, and the disposition of the People on the 
American Frontier. 

As regards Upper Canada, all is now quiet. A very small circum- 
stance, indeed, might lead to excitement, and so far it is necessary to be 
unceasingly watchful; but there is at present no unpleasant demon- 
stration in any quarter from which serious disturbance is to be appre- 
hended. 

On the American Frontier, the ‘‘Patriot’’ cause has apparently lost 
its exciting interest, but the desire to overrun the Canadas, or to add them 
to the States, will never, I believe expire until all probable hope of success 
be cut off. 

The result of the present Governor General’s measures, supported by 
Her Majestys Government and the Imperial Parliament, may, I trust, 
lead to this most desirable end. It is difficult, however, to anticipate 
the period when England can feel altogether free from the apprehension 
of collision and misunderstanding whilst she has a Frontier so widely 
expanding along a rising and grasping Republic; and it is, therefore, a 
proceeding of obvious Policy that an adequate supply of stores should be 
in reserve so as to exclude the prospect of our having occasion to make 
demands upon the American Merchants in the event of any Contingency. 

I enter into no other general details, as your Lordship will, of course, 
[be] receiving from the Governor General the fullest account of what is 
passing in the Province. 

All is apparently, and I believe in reality working satisfactorily. 

That my own situation is very embarrassing, it would be insincere in 
me to disguise—no one can, indeed, justly appreciate such a position who 
has not been placed in it—but, having acted under the Ministry, of which 
your Lordship is a distinguished Member, throughout the whole period 
they have been in Office, and, having received the strongest marks of 
their Confidence and approbation, I can conscientiously say that I shall 
derive real and unaffected satisfaction in the opportunity of being at all 
useful on an occasion of such deep importance to H. M. Government, 
and so intimately connected with the general interests of the Empire. 


ARTHUR TO LorpD Fitzroy [J. H.] SomMERSET: LB.3, p. 82-83. 


Govt. House, Toronto. [Marked “‘Private’’.] 
I communicated to you what was passing here down to the 20th. 


ultimo.— 
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On the 22nd. the New Govr. Genl. arrived, & on the 23rd. his com- 
mission was read, the usual oaths were administered, & he entered upon 
the Administration of the Govt. 

From that period the time has been devoted to Mr. Thomson’s seeing 
all the Members of both Houses that cd. be met with, & on the 3rd instt. 
the Parliament opened with a Speech of wh. a Copy is enclosed[.] 

It is very moderate, & very sensible, & has, accordingly, been well 
received. 

This day a Message has been sent to both Houses upon the great 
question of the Union & all our political Heads will now be full of bustle.— 

A still greater interest, however has been excited today by the publica- 
tion of a Despatch wh. must henceforth bring into active operation in all 
our Colonies British Politics. In my letter of the 11th. November I 
mentioned that I was quite satisfied something of this kind was medi- 
tated & by the Despatch of wh. a copy is enclosed it is evident that all 
Colonial Functionaries holding important public Offices must henceforth 
adopt the politics of the Home Ministry.— 

[Enclosures lacking, but see Statutes, treaties and documents of the Can- 
adian Constitution 1713-1929, ed. by W. P. M. Kennedy, 2nd. ed. 1930, 
p. 423-4,] 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5S, p. 18-19. 


Toronto. [Marked ‘“‘Private.’’] 

With reference to the few words that passed this morning respecting 
our Law Officers, I should be glad to remove from your mind any un- 
necessary apprehension in your conference with them. 

You may have heard, as it is the fact, that, during my administration, 
I have not at all times consulted with them, or with either of them, upon 
the political measures of my Government—but it is due to them that I 
should assure you, this has not arisen from the least want of confidence in 
their integrity or ability, I believe them to be highly honourable men, 
possessing more professional Talent than any other persons in the 
Province. Mr. Sullivan, however, takes a more enlarged view of the 
subjects, or, at all events, his sentiments fall more in with my motives of 
dealing with political questions in the present day; and, therefore, I have 
generally conferred with him in his office as presiding member of the 
Executive Council. 

I am satisfied you may fully rely upon the integrity of the Law Officers. 


RUSSELL TO THE SECRETARY AT WAR [T. B. Macau.ay]: 


[See item 1076.| 


ARTHUR TO CoL. [JAMES] BANKHEAD: LB.2, p. 141. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I have the honor to acknowledge yr. letter of the 8th. inst. with it’s 
[stc] enclosure. 

It seems scarcely possible that these Brigands can be so mad as to 
meditate the incursions to wh. you allude nor can I understand how they 
can possibly have been making any formation wh. is essential to their 
possible success without it’s having earlier gained publicity; this leads me 
to doubt the accuracy of the report wh. you have recd. 
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I feel confident, at all events, that as you have obtained information 
of their wicked designs the vigor of yr. measures will render them alto- 
gether abortive.— 

As it has been my endeavour by keeping up a considerable force to 
discourage every prospect of success on the part of such Marauders we 
are well prepared at every point to over-throw them! I beg you will 
accept my best thanks for the promptitude with wh. you have conveyed 
the information & am quite relieved to consider that the Charge of the 
Frontier is vested in the hands of an Officer so zealous & competent as 
yrself. May I request you will have the kindness to communicate to me 
any further information wh. you may receive. 


ARTHUR TO Henry DunpAs: LB.2, p. 143. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

An intimation has just reached me from Col. Bankhead Comdg. at 
Niagara informg. me that he has recd. information upon wh. he appears 
to rely that several attacks are about to be made on our Frontier by the 
‘Patriots’ who are supported by a body of about 3,500 Frenchmen & 
one of the points of attack is to be Prescott. 

I do not myself place dependence on this report but as Col. Bankhand 
[sic] appears to do so it will be as well to keep a good look out & you had 
better immediately send an intimation to the Officer Comdg. at 
Prescott. .. 

[P.S.] Be so good also as to communicate to Col. Carmichael. 


ARTHUR TO COL. [JAMES] FURLONG [7.e. FORLONG]: LB.2, p. 142-143. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of this date—it has been 
most speedily conveyed to me by Mr. Lindsay. 

I am glad to find that you are already aware of the nature of the 
communication made to me by Col. Bankhead & I take this opportunity 
of requestg. when such letters are transmitted thro’ you that you will 
without the least hesitation open them before transmitting them to me, 
so that you may promptly take such steps as circumstances may require. 

As Col. Bankhead seems to place some dependence on the accuracy 
of the information he has recd. it is proper that we shd. take every possible 
precaution & I am glad to find from Mr. Lindsay that you have ordered 
a small re-inforcemt. to be sent to Fort Erie. I shall anxiously look for 
further information from you. 


ARTHUR TO Sir R. D. Jackson: LB.5, p. 20. 


Government House, Toronto. 
By the enclosed letter which I have just received from Colonel Bank- 


head who is Commanding on the Niagara Frontier, you will perceive that 
the rumours of last winter are again reviving. 

Colonel Bankhead evidently appears to place some confidence in the 
information conveyed to him, and I have, therefore, thought it prudent 
to take some measures of precaution; but I do not place much confidence 
in the rumor. I lose no time, however, in giving you the earliest infor- 
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mation, because, if we have troubles here, you are not long likely to escape 
from them in the Lower Province.— _ I will write to you again Tomorrow. 
[Enclosure lacking. ] 
[Another copy of the above, in LB.2, p. 142, is scored through, and a 
marginal note reads ‘‘Entered in another Book.”’] 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 20. 


| Toronto.] 

In the course of the night I received the enclosed letter from Colonel 
Bankhead who commands the United States Troops on the Niagara 
Frontier. 

As he appears to place some confidence in the information which he 
had received, I have sent precautionary orders to the officers commanding 
on the Frontier, but I do not place much dependence on the rumor. They 
are wicked enough but I can scarcely think so totally regardless of their 
lives as to make such attacks as Col Bankhead’s informant describes. 

[Enclosure lacking. ] 

[Another copy of the above in LB.2, p. 144, is scored through, and a 
marginal note reads: ‘‘Entered into another Book.”’] 


THOMSON TO ArTHUR: A.L.S. 


[Toronto.| [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

Many thanks for your note. I am not inclined to attach credit to 
the wonderful movements described by Colonel Bankhead’s anonymous 
correspondent; but it is well to be on our guard, and I am glad that you 
have given the necessary instructions. 

I sincerely hope that you will soon be better. You must nurse 
yourself for a few days. 


[Str] R. D. Jackson TO ArTHUR: A.L.S. 4p. 


Montreal. 

I have to thank you for your letter of the 4th. I[ns]t. and its enclosure, 
from Col. Airey. 

I heartily rejoice at the favorable prospect of political measures going 
on at Toronto, and shall attend to it with great interest. Weare all very 
quiet here, and on the Frontier where the only instance of ‘‘sympathy”’ 
furnish’d by our Neighbours has been the blowing up of a deserted Guard 
House at Potton; by one or two Persons—as shewn by tracks in the Snow. 

I enclose an Extract from a letter to Lt. Bainbrig[ge] [?] of the Engi- 
neers lately employed at Tamascouta, which, perhaps, you may take an 
opportunity of shewing to the Governor General—although it is not 
worth much. 

With reference to your [letter] of the 23d. November, I am inclined to 
recommend that the two Companies of the 85th. be left at Sandwich for 
the present—as this Season is generally healthy, and I do not think 
Militia should be put into newly constructed Barracks. 

In the Spring there will be an opportunity of bringing the Rgmnt 
together— I ought not perhaps to use the term ‘‘Spring’’ but I mean, 
of course, the time when the general new dislocation of the Troops in the 
Canadas may be in progress. 
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The consideration of this general arrangement must depend upon 
occurrences during this Winter—but I hope there will be no call for more 
Troops in the direction of the State of Maine. . . 

[P.S.] The great Coats for your Regiments, (that want them) will, 
I hope, arrive without delay— _ I hope they are well on their way to you. 

[Enclosure lacking. ] 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 21. 


Toronto. [Marked ‘Private and Confidential”’.] 

Perhaps you would like to see the answer which I sent during Monday 
night to Col. Bankhead. 

I enclose a copy of it. I cannot believe matters could have got to 
such a head as the Colonel’s anonymous informant would have it believed, 
without some apparent demonstration of the movement. But no part 
of this wicked conspiracy has been conducted upon the principles which 
ordinarily govern all mankind, and, therefore, whilst we do nothing to 
circulate excitement, nothing must be disregarded—putting together all 
the information we have, I believe that some scheme of wickedness is 
in contemplation, and I should be much obliged if you would have the 
kindness to let me know whether you have any late information from 
Mr. Fox intimating an apprehension of hostility— I am longer without 
intimation than ever. 

I do not like the aspect of all I heard yesterday was going on in the 
Provincial Parliament, & out of it, and perhaps it will be better at present 
not to encourage the retirement of any more of the militia which I have 
been doing slowly for the last two or three months past. 

Thank God I have got over the worst of the illness from which I have 
been suffering more or less for some weeks. 

I would have protracted your present measures for another year, had 
it depended upon me; but now every effort must be made to bring matters 
rapidly to a close;—until you come into actual contact with them, you 
know not what the People are with whom you have to deal in the Colonies. 

[Enclosure is apparently item 1014.] 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 22. 


Toronto. 

The enclosed has been forwarded from Brockville by express— We 
shall now be kept, I conclude, as we were last winter, in constant expec- 
tation of some mischief[.] 

The difficulty is to determine what degree of dependance is to be 
placed in these statements exaggerated as they always are, and conse- 
quently what measures should be taken with the least possible excitement. 

For some time past I have been reluctant to employ persons to gain 
information in the States, but I should not now hesitate to do so, and I 
would recommend that no time be lost. 

The only difficulty refers to expense, and as the Parliament is now in 
Session, the House may expect some communication. I would not, 
however, until there has been some further development from the enemy, 
make any communication to them, but I would certainly advise that, in 
a quiet manner, an officer should be sent off with a Despatch to Mr Fox 
requesting him promptly to urge the American Government to take active 
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and decisive measures for keeping their Frontier quiet. I sent off to the 
Commander of the Forces during Monday night Copy of Col Bankhead’s 
letter.— Sir Richard must also be immediately apprized of this because, 
if we have troubles here, he cannot long escape them below, indeed, I am 
satisfied they will commence from the Lower Province. 

I hope the Comdr. of the Forces has intercourse with the same Priest 
as gave Sir John Colborne such good information last winter. . . 

P.S. Captain Sandom should be prepared to keep the lake as long 
as it is possible. 

[Enclosure lacking.] 


Tuomson To [Artaur]: A.L.S. 


[Toronto.| {Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

Your letter is excellent|?}— Altho’ we may disbelieve the reportsit is 
quite right to be prepared for anything that may happen. 

We can form no opinion of what the House of Assembly will do till 
the debate has proceeded further—the only thing which is quite evident 
is that it is a most disorganized state and that the Govt. has little power 
in it owing to the want of system. 

I am very glad indeed to hear that you are better. I will not call 
upon you however before tomorrow, as you will be better quiet. 


THOMSON TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 2p. 


[Toronto.| {Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I had received the affd. which you send me just before dinner, and had 
told Murdoch to send it to you with the letter from Coll. Williams. I 
now send only the last. 

The whole statement is too absurd to believe, but as it mentions 
certain facts which are easy of proof if true, it may be worth while to 
have somebody employed to go to Utica to investigate them. If you 
know of any one who can be employed and will let me know, it may be 
well to take him otherwise Coll. Williams may be directed to employ 
some one. 

Acting upon Sir John Colborne’s advice on these matters, I am of 
opinion that it is as well to procure proof of the facts alleged, in the 
first instance. 

I have underlined in your paper the parts upon which the truth of 
the deposition might be tested—they are easily ascertained. . . 

P.S. I wrote to Mr. Fox some time ago upon the subject of the 
Frontier, and he is quite alive to it, so I consider it unnecessary to do 
more with him just now. 

[Enclosure lacking. | 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 23. 


Toronto. 
There is one part of my note last evening which I think you rather 
misunderstood.— I entertain no intention of investigating further the 


particulars set forth in the affidavit from Brockville. A good deal of it 
is clearly without any foundation, and the rest is exaggerated, but my 
idea is that a Confidential person should be sent along the Frontier who 
is capable of enquiry and observation, and drawing pretty correct infer- 
ences. 


[ 1026 | 
Det. 12 


[ 1027 ] 
Dec. 13 


{ 1028 | 
Dec, 13 


{ 1029 } 
Dee. 13 


ARTHUR PAPERS 339 


I found in Lieut Jones of the 43rd Regt just the kind of intelligent 
person required for this work. He served me with great zeal and ability 
all the last winter, and I have no doubt would serve your administration 
also with equal satisfaction: He has never expected any thing beyond 
the bare payment of his expences which probably for such an excursion 
as I contemplate will cost £40 or £50. If it meet your concurrence, I will 
give all the necessary instructions in the matter. 


Joun Montacu To [Artur]: A.L.S. 4p. 


Southampton. 

[At the request of George Mercer commends Henry Solomon Reid, a 
brother-in-law. Quotes from a letter from Mercer, which states that 
Reid was in the Bengal Service, later in business in ‘‘Hindostan’’; he 
came to Canada ‘‘about four years ago... where he has not succeeded, 
so well as he could have wished—”’ He had been Lieut. Colonel of a 
militia regiment. ‘This has been disbanded, and with it, Othello’s 
occupation is gone, and is no more—and Othello himself thrown back 
upon unproductive Cornfields, and a life for which his habits, moulded 
upon a former Military Career, and business occupations, have but ill 
fitted him—’’} 


ArtHur: M. 


Memol.| 

This note is an answer to one wh. I addressed to the Govr. Genl. 
informing Him that I had seen Mr. Draper. Mr. Henry Sherwood. and 
Mr. Allan—& that I wish to know whether the answer to the Message 
for the Bill that had been laid before parliament might not be deferred 
until Monday— 

[The reference may be to item 1030.| 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: A.L.S. 3p. 


[Toronto.] 

In a conversation which I have just had with Mr Henry Sherwood I 
find that a message has been sent to your Excellency requesting that the 
House may be furnished with a copy of the Bill which was laid before the 
Imperial Parliament. 

You are aware that I have always expressed a very strong desire that 
the Bill in question should not be entered on the journals of the House, 
as it must lead to much angry discussion on all sides. 

Now, I find, that if the clauses only are sent which you intend to 
recommend to be retained—stating that the remainder are abandoned — 
that the House will be perfectly satisfied. 

Mr Henry Sherwood assures me that He would on no account, occa- 
sion any unnecessary trouble—or promote uncalled for debate; and ex- 
presses as far as possible his desire to meet the wishes of the Government{.] 


. H. Draper TO ArtHuR: A.L.S. 4p. 


[Toronto.| 
I have reflected as carefully as time will allow me on the subject of 


my conversation with Your Excellency this evening— 
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With regard to the reply to the message requesting information re- 
specting the measures intended to be proposed on the subject of the 
Union at the next session of Parliament—in my humble judgment it 
would be advisable for the Governor General to reply to the following 
effect— That he could not with propriety communicate a copy of the 
Bill as he might thereby give reason to conclude that Ministers still 
intended to recommend the adoption of that particular measure, to the 
Imperial Parliament—a conclusion not warranted by the Course they 
are taking— And that His Excellency was unable to state what propo- 
sitions would be finally submitted to Parliament, inasmuch as His own 
recommendation to Ministers would be materially affected by the advice 
he should receive from the Legislature and the information respecting 
both Provinces which he might obtain. 

I think answer somewhat to that tenor far better than submitting 
any part of the bill. and the more clearly it was intimated that the Bill 
was not an existing proposition the more satisfactory I think it would be— 
I mean to put it on the footing that its suspension had reopened the 
whole question and left for consideration what measure Her Majestys 
Ministers would introduce into Parliament next session. 

On the other subject on which Your Excellency spoke to me I have 
conferred with the Attorney General. We both deeply feel the kindness 
which has suggested a course to relieve us from the very embarrassing 
position in which the publication of Lord John Russells despatch at the 
moment has placed us[.} I cannot express in sufficiently strong terms 
the daily nay hourly sense I feel while in the House that this despatch 
has weakened indeed I might say destroyed any confidence which mem- 
bers placed in our judgment or independence and integrity of action and 
consequently any influence which we might otherwise have exercised. 
I confess I am at a loss to point out any step certain to restore it. If 
indeed the Governor General would authorize a communication which 
we might privately make use of leaving to us the exercise of our best 
discretion at this particular time with reference to the Union in considera- 
tion of the position which we had before taken upon it when the Govern- 
ment had not declared any policy on the subject—we should be most 
materially relieved and placed in a right position with respect to the 
House[.] As it is[,] the most painful part of our position is that in order 
to preserve our standing and respectability in the eye of the Community 
we are compelled to make explanations of our adherence to principles 
differing from or additional to those contained in the message of the 
Governor General which but for this despatch being before the world 
would be unnecessary. It meets us at every turn—and is looked upon 
as the sole cause of that support which on conscientious principles we 
desire to give the Government[.] 

I fear I have not expressed myself very clearly about the matter and 
that it may be supposed that I desired that the Attorney General and 
Myself should be allowed to look upon the Union as an ‘‘open question’”’[.] 
I can assure Your Excellency this is not my wish. I only desire to be at 
liberty to preserve my character and consistency where they are at stake 
and that I may have the power of shewing my friends that such a course 
is consistent with the views of the Governor General. I am convinced 
that this would enable me to be of infinitely greater service to his general 
policy. 

Allow me again to repeat my lively sense of the kindness Your Excel- 
lency has displayed to me on this and other occasions— 
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THOMSON TO [ARTHUR]: A.L.S. 


[Toronto.| [Marked ‘‘Confidential’’.] 

I do not mean to give the Assembly any answer yet, so that we shall 
have time to talk the matter over, and I will call on you tomorrow for 
that purpose. 

I have not seen the votes in the Council, but from what I heard of his 
language, if Mr. Allan voted with the Govt. he will have most agreeably 
disappointed me, and I shall be relieved from a most unpleasant duty. 

A thousand thanks to you for your kindness of which I hope to learn 
the result tomorrow— 


THOMSON TO [ARTHUR]: A.L.S. 


[Toronto.] [Marked ‘‘Confidential’’.] 

I send you a few words upon the point which we discussed which you 
can shew when you think it right, but I would not wish you to do more 
than shew the letter in your own presence. I have learnt caution about 
letting letters out of one’s own hands. 

Sherwood I should say is not to be trusted even with a sight of it. 
He is too deeply compromised already. What may be done with him is, 
to influence him upon his general conduct, that he may if possible desist 
from throwing needless obstacles in the way of the progress of the Bill. 

I will see Lt. Jones at 11 tomorrow. 

[Enclosure is possibly item 1032.] 


THOMSON TO [ARTHUR]: A.L.S. 3p. 


[Toronto.| [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I think our business proceeds fairly enough tho’ slowly— __ I certainly 
did not anticipate so much opposition in the same House of Assembly 
which last year voted the Union, to the very favorable terms proposed by 
the Govt. at present for carrying it into effect; but I entertain no doubt 
that whatever recommendations that House may wish to offer, will be 
offered as such, after the terms have been assented to, and not affixed 
as additional conditions, which of course would be entirely inadmissable 
in that character. 

I was annoyed however by an address which has been sent up and of 
which I send you the copy. You will remember that you strongly advised 
that the Bill of last year should not be submitted to the Legislature here, 
in which recommendation I altogether concurred— Accordingly when 
a motion was made for it’s [sic] production, it was resisted by the Solr. 
Genl. who had already expressed his opinion likewise to be strongly 
in favor of that course, and the motion was lost. Two days afterwards 
however this motion which not only applies for the Bill, but is far more 
objectionable in additional matters than the other, was carried without 
a division and apparently una voce! ! 

Now this is very absurd. Of course the production of the Bill cannot 
be well refused thus asked for—but it is impossible to give the explana- 
tions sought for with it and the result will only be that discussion may 
arisé’in the House upon eacli clause of the Bill, some of which will never 
re-appear in the new Bill, and others are beyond the competence of the 
H of Assy to deal with at all. It will be my duty of course to recommend 
to the Govt. great alterations in the measure, founded upon the infor- 
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mation I have acquired both here and in the Lower Province, but these 
cannot be stated by me to the House here. For instance you know that 
upon the question of the tenure of seats in the Legislative Council I am 
of opinion that the constitution of ’91 should not be changed. The 
proposed system of Electoral divisions must be given up, and as little 
change as possible, perhaps none at all, made in the present divisions 
according to Sir John Colborne’s suggestion—the municipal or district 
councils entirely changed— _ All these important points are matters for 
the Govt. and cannot be communicated by message to the House of 
Assembly—and yet having the Bill to discuss they would probably be 
the very subjects laid hold of & upon which infinite time wd. be wasted. 
I have no doubt that the Atty & Solr. Genl. did their best and only 
yielded to this address from the impossibility of resisting it, but it makes 
the matter very awkward. I think I shall send an answer to the address 
stating that I send the Bill as they wish for it, but that it will be for the 
Govt. to frame the new measure which they will introduce next session 
according to the information they will then have received— If when 
they have assented to the terms proposed in my message, they then 
choose to add any recommendations, they will of course receive the best 
attention. Let me know your opinion. The answer however must 
then be well supported in the House, for it is impossible to carry on a 
controversy by messages. 

I hope you will soon be about again. 

[Enclosure lacking, but see Journal of the House of Assembly of Upper 
Canada... Session 1839-40, p. 31-2.] 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5S, p. 24. 


Toronto. 

I employ my daughter’s pen to let you know that I have passed a 
restless night with plenty of coughing, and Dr. Ryan will not hear of my 
rising for an hour or so. 

It would be necessary also in furtherance of the view which I wish to 
submit to you that I should see Mr. Cartwright.— all this will be done 
before two o’clock after which I shall be happy to receive you at your own 
convenience. I wish, with all my heart, I could go to you, but Iam sure 
I could not leave my room without the danger of being again thrown 
back, which, at this time, would particularly distress me. 

I have desired the carriage to be ready at any moment you are pleased 
to order it|.] 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 25. 


Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I forward my note which I prepared in Mr. Sherwood’s presence, & 
read to him. 

The production of the Bill, I am satisfied, will give more trouble than 
enough, and we should avoid it by all means. 

After I am in possession of your letter respecting the Attorney & 
Solicitor General’s position, I will send again for Mr Cartwright, and, if 
you see no objection, read it to him, and then press him to convert the 
proposed Resolutions into Recommendations. If I can succeed in this, 
the whole matter may be brought to a speedy close—but, at present, I 
am not confident of success. 

[Enclosure lacking. ] 
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[Str] R. D. Jackson To Artuur: A.L.S. 3p. 


Montreal. 

I have to thank you for your letter of the 9th. covering a communica- 
tion from Col. Bankhead of the U.S. Army. 

We have had similar Reports from other Quarters, and I believe 
equally without foundation[.] 

I have this day heard from Prescott, from a Person to be depended 
upon, and his information is satisfactory[.] 

We are however, I hope, prepared against ag[g]ression of a formidable 
nature, but all the Troops of Gt Britain would not protect our Frontiers 
against the incursion of Brigands in small numbers.— 

It is well however to carry the U. S. Officers with us, as far [as] they 
will honestly go. 

I shall feel very thankful for the Map or Plans you were so good as to 
promise me of the Upper Province. 


THomsoN To [ArtTHUR]: A.L.S. 3p. 


[Toronto.| [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I am very sorry to hear what you say of the Attorney and Solicitor 
Generals feeling sore under attacks made on their conduct with relation 
to Lord John Russell’s dispatch. 

The town seems to me to team with lies, and of course party or 
personal animosity will lay hold of anything at a moment like this. But 
that is just the reason for treating such attacks with contempt. These 
gentlemen must know well, and can state it, that Lord John Russell’s 
dispatch could have had no influence with them, inasmuch as they had 
both agreed with me upon the line of conduct they should pursue, before 
they ever could have seen or heard of the dispatch. 

I cannot for the life of me either, discover the inconsistency (! !) with 
which they are to be taunted. One says, “I was opposed to a Union at 
all, and still am, but the measure has been decided upon by yourselves 
and by the Crown, and that being done I will accept terms which I think 
fair and not lend myself to a factious opposition on impracticable con- 
ditions.’”’ The other, ‘I was, and am for the Union, and approve of the 
terms offered. I last year wished for some additional conditions, and I 
shall still support them as recommendations to be considered by the Govt., 
but I will not throw away all chance of the Union of which I approve, by 
affixing them as conditions without which the measure ought not to 
proceed.” 

Where the inconsistency of such a course lies, | am at a loss to con- 
ceive. 

But the attack is really too contemptible to notice and my earnest 
advice to them wd. be to despise it. 


TuHomson To [ArTHUR]: A.L.S. 2p. 


[Toronto.| [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I-was writing to you when both Atty and Solr. General called upon 
me and I think after my conversation, it is unnecessary for me to send 
my letter. They quite agree that such absurd and calumnious attacks 
as have been made should be treated only with contempt. 
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Mr. Sherwood I find has resumed his tactics today—he has made five 
speeches on his motion, and adjourned for the purpose of making an- 
other. This does not look like not giving factious opposition. 

Mr. Cartwright has given notice of his resolutions to be added as 
conditions. This must be met by their being turned into recommendations 
for I cannot consent to send them home in the shape of conditions, and 
really if properly managed there ought to be no difficulty about it. 


THOMSON TO [ARTHUR]: A.L.S. 


[Toronto.| [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

Your note crossed mine on the road. As you think you can produce 
an effect on Cartwright [ send you the note I had written but not sent 
about the Atty. and Solr. Genl. You can use it with him if you think 
proper. 

Mr. Sherwood’s conduct today after his conversation with you gives 
me no hope of his not doing all he can to plague and annoy the Govt.— 
However if you think you can produce any good effect by it, you can show 
him such part of my letter of yesterday as you please, or the whole. It 
came in to you before you had sent his which can be told him. 

[Enclosure is probably item 1036.] 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 25-26. 


[Toronto.| {Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I have had an interview with Mr Sherwood. Amongst other persons 
whom I have felt it advisable to see. 

I think we shall manage to get the Conditions changed into Recom- 
mendations in an Address—but, at present, I understand, Mr Draper is 
pledged to them as Resolutions or Conditions. 

I have sent for him, as also for the Attorney General that I may 
communicate to them what has passed between Mr Justice Jones, Mr 
Henry Sherwood, Mr Macaulay & myself. 

With regard to Mr Henry Sherwood’s amendment now before the 
House I believe it will be lost unless some absent members arrive in time 
to vote. 

But, upon this also, I have had a conversation with Mr Henry Sher- 
wood. He pledges himself to me that he is not offering any thing like 
an opposition to Government, but is of opinion that there should be an 
excess of representation in favour of Upper Canada so as to secure your 
object—British influence. J mentioned to him that I wished he had said 
to you all that he had urged to me, and he expressed his willingness to 
attend if it be your pleasure to see him— It would have, I am sure, a 
good effect. 

I want Mr Cartwright to be with him—for whom I have also sent. 

Will you see either or both of them? and if so at what hour?-— I 
have got into my dressing room, and from thence would gladly make my 
way to you, if I possibly could, and let you know all that has transpired[.] 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 26. 


[Toronto.] 

Mr Cartwright has not called this evening. He is residing with 
Mr Justice Macaulay some little distance from Toronto, and probably 
was from home, and did not receive my note. 


[ 1041 ] 
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It is better he should come to me in the morning, & that I should let 
you know the result before he waits upon Your Excellency[.] 


THOMSON To [ARTHUR]: A.L.S. 2p. 


[Toronto.| [Marked “‘Confidential’’.] 

I will see Mr. Cartwright with pleasure if he will call upon me at 
ten o’clock tomorrow. 

There can be no question about the course I should be compelled to 
adopt if his resolutions are carried as conditions and appended to Mr. 
Draper's. The Atty & Solr. General have been informed by me for some 
time, that if that were done, I should consider the measure as lost—& 
when the proper time comes I shall of course instruct them to say so in 
the House. 

As recommendations in an address I do not object to their being 
voted for by any body who wishes that they should be considered by the 
Govt. and Parlt.— 

It is to avoid this necessity that I am desirous that the resolutions 
should not be moved even as conditions, for I think it wd. be a pity on 
such a point to incur all the delay in the settlement of the measure which 
must be the consequence. but I have no option— 

I will call on you tomorrow morning and if anything has transpired 
in your interview with Mr Cartwright, perhaps you will let me know it 
tonight.— 

I think I had better not see Mr. Sherwood till his motion is disposed 
of— He is pledged to it, and now cannot recede. 


THOMSON TO RUSSELL: L. 59p. 


Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Confidential’’.] 

I regret to be obliged to inform your Lordship that the condition of 
this Province and of the administration of its affairs is very unsatis- 
factory|.] 

Of the Province itself, so far (as) I can form an opinion from what I 
have seen or from the sources of information which I can command, it is 
impossible to speak too favourably. It possesses a soil of wonderful 
fertility; its climate is far superior to that of any other part of H. M.N.A 
Possessions; nature has bestowed upon it almost unrivalled facilities for 
the interchange of its productions, it is peopled by a hardy & enterprizing 
race possessed of that spirit of industry & perseverance wh. characterize 
the population of Gt. Britain & the United States, & it has been & might 
again become the favourite resort of a body of men well qualified for 
settlers. and admirably fitted to disseminate British feelings and uphold 
British connexion, officers on half pay and gentlemen of moderate means 
from the mother country. 

But the people are split into factions violently excited against each 
other, and distracted by political agitation from the steady pursuits of 
industry and from attention to their own affairs; the Province is over- 
whelmed by debt which it has no means of supporting; Public Works are 
at a stand; emigration to the States is going on and the deterioration in 
the vakie of every man’s property causes discontent and dissatisfaction. 

A portion of this unhappy state of affairs may undoubtedly be traced 
to the wicked attempt at rebellion in 1837 and the Border disturbances 
of 1838. 
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Those events could not fail to unsettle men’s minds, to give occasion 
for the gratification of private animosity & private revenge; produce 
insecurity of property, and introduce amongst a rural population habits 
unfitting them for their ordinary occupations— But it is impossible to 
ascribe the present condition of the country to this cause alone;— of the 
loyalty of the great body of the people of this Province there can be no 
doubt. It was proved by the late events and has been repeatedly 
acknowledged in public documents both here and at home. Yet charges 
of disloyalty are unsparingly levelled against a large proportion of the 
people and [blank in MS.] members of the House of Assembly who advo- 
cate the extension of popular rights. 

A deeply-rooted animosity appears to prevail against a majority of 
the officers of the Executive Govt, not confined to the popular party 
alone, but shared also extensively by those who claim to be the supporters 
of the Prerogative of the Crown; and the demand for what is termed 
“responsible Govt,” has been made by numbers of the most opposite 
opinions in Politics. 

The Financial difficulties of the Province can have no connexion 
with the recent events to which I have alluded, and the cessation of 
apprehension of attack from without, or of rebellion within the country 
wd, in some measure at least, already have restored confidence, if it had 
been shaken solely by those events. 

I have, therefore, endeavoured to search for other causes wh. may 
partly account for the condition in wh. I unhappily find this Province, 
and I have had no difficulty in discovering more permanent causes for 
the excitement of party as well as just grounds of dissatisfaction on the 
part of the People, at the arrangement of their affairs. 

These are the total want of system and power in the conduct of 
Government, and the defective state of Departmental administration|[.] 

I shall proceed to observe upon each, and first with regard to the 
general system of Government. 

Wherever the constitution has vested in representative Bodies the 
privilege of making Laws, it becomes the duty of the Executive Govern- 
ment to initiate and perfect the measures necessary for the good of the 
country, and above all to endeavour to give to the action of those Bodies 
the direction which will make their labours most efficient. This duty, 
one of the most important that can devolve on a Govt.—has hitherto 
been entirely neglected in Canada. 

In either House in England, upon the introduction of any considerable 
measure, or upon the demand on the part of the public for any extensive 
change in the Laws, the natural question is what course does the Govt 
propose to pursue. and it is universally admitted, whoever may be in 
power, & by the opponents no less than by the supporters of an adminis- 
tration, that a great & important measure can be properly undertaken 
only by the Govt. itself or that, at all events, the opinion of the Govt. 
must be clearly & decidedly stated. 

But, here, the opposite course has been pursued. In the Legislature, 
the Local Govt. has not only abstained from taking the initiation in 
measures of Legislation, but it appears to have studiously repudiated 
those legitimate means of influence without which it could scarce be 
carried on. Thus, notwithstanding the presence in the Assembly of 
many official persons, the conduct of measures recommended by the 
Crown, or on which the Govt entertained a very decided opinion, has 
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been generally left to individual members, no person being authorized or 
instructed to explain to the House the views of the Govt. 

Nay more, it has happened that on important questions respecting 
which the local Executive could not properly be indifferent public officers 
have been found taking the most prominent part on opposite sides 
apparently without any reference to the opinions or wishes of the Govt. 

Thus the Govt. became chargeable either with indifference to the 
proceedings of the Legislature, & the welfare of the Province or with 
weakness in not controlling its own officers. 

In either case, the effect on the public mind has been very injurious, 
and the result, much defective Legislation, altho’ complained of has been 
uncorrected, while the Executive Govt. has, in a great measure lost its 
legitimate influence over the action of the Legislature upon matters 
which have been under their deliberation. 

The evils resulting from this defective organization of Govt are 
exemplified in the most striking manner in the present financial state of 
this Province. 

The Country has plunged headlong into debt without the slightest 
effort on the part of the Govt to warn the Assembly of the improper and 
unwise course it was following—nay the very control over the expenditure 
when voted, and even the examination of the accounts have been removed 
rom the Executive, and suffered without a protest to devolve on the 
Popular Branch of the Legislature, the very worst body for the per- 
formance of such a duty. 

Yet, while such has been the practice, I have every reason for believing 
that in no place would the enunciation of the opinions of the Govt pro- 
duce more effect or be attended with more weight than in these colonies. 

The natural influence enjoyed by the Govt is great. 

I find that, in the House of Assembly many of the members are place- 
holders of one description or another, and there is among the independant 
[stc] and middle party in the Colony, so far as I can judge, a strong desire 
to be made acquainted with the views and opinions of Govt upon the 
different measures submitted to the Legislature. 

Another source of misgovernment & of great dissatisfaction has un- 
doubtedly been the composition and working of the Legislative Council. 

Complaints of the acts of this body repeated and unredressed, ripened 
into a demand for an entire change in its constitution, and whilst the 
voice of Parliament was called in to negative the demand put forth for 
an elective Constitution, and the ingenuity of the Government was 
racked for some means by which the grievance complained of, could be 
remedied without the adoption of this course which was equally repug- 
nant to the opinion of H. M. advisers, and of the Imperial Legislature, 
the easy and simple means within the power of the Constitution & the 
direction of the Govt, were utterly neglected. 

The Members, usually selected for this Council, have been either 
officers of the Govt. or gentlemen resident within or near the capital. If 
occasionally some one from a distance and unconnected with office has 
been placed there, it has been without any pledge on his part, of atten- 
dance and the appointment has almost invariably proved to be a mere 
honorary distinction. 

The practical working, therefore, has been that the business of this 
Branch of the Legislature has been transacted by five or six individuals 
resident in Town, or servants of the Crown and, even upon these, the 
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Govt, as in the case of the House of Assembly, has exercised no influence, 
and attempted to give no direction to their proceedings. Thus the whole 
power of this Branch of the Legislature has been really exercised by a 
very few individuals representing a mere clique in the Capital, frequently 
opposed both to the Govt & the Assembly, & considered by the people 
hostile to their interests. What weight could the decisions of such a 
body, even when right carry with them? What must necessarily be the 
dissatisfaction of the people when these decisions were opposed over & 
over again to their will as declared thro’ their representatives? Yet this 
is the Body wh. has given such serious alarm to the Govt which has 
effectually and for years opposed its views, and in defense of wh. all the 
authority and power of the Imperial Parlt. has been evoked. 

If the Govt had either amended the composition of the Council, so 
as to render it effective for its purpose, or had exercised its just Pre- 
rogative to bring it in harmony with the other Branch of the Legislature, 
when the repeated and well considered wishes of the People, justified the 
use of it, I am satisfied that no complaint of this kind, would have been 
heard, and the demand for an elective Council never could have origi- 
nated. I am happy to say, indeed that the experience of the last few 
months justifies my opinion. 

The Lieut Governor, Sir George Arthur, seeing at once the evils 
attending the course heretofore followed, introduced no less than 12 new 
members into the Council, selecting them from different parts of the 
Country, and naming gentlemen whom he considered as of the greatest 
weight and influence there. 

The result has been exactly that which might have been anticipated. 

Many of the Gentlemen having attended this Session, the Debates 
of the Council have assumed a parliamentary character; their meetings 
are well attended; their deliberations command respect, and their au- 
thority is looked up to. 

By pursuing this course, and by rendering the Legislative Council in 
reality that wh. the Constitution intended it to be—a body of men dis- 
tinguished by their attainments, & their property, I entertain no doubt of 
its becoming a highly useful and satisfactory Assembly; but when I look 
to the course wh. was followed until the beginning of this year, I am 
certainly not surprized that its proceedings shd. have excited the utmost 
dissatisfaction or its composition have called up a demand for a radical 
change in its constitution. 

Next, I am of opinion that the system pursued with regard to the 
Executive Council has been equally faulty. 

Various Ministerial duties of great importance are discharged by that 
body. Of these if it not my intention to speak. 

It is a question for consideration whether they are rightly confided 
to the Council, or whether they would not be more properly distributed 
amongst the different Departments of Govt. 

At present, I shall treat of this Body only in their Executive character. 

I find that it has been very much the practice to put forward the acts 
& decisions of the Govt as the acts and decisions of the Ex. Coun. relieving 
the Governor from apparent Responsibility, but placing it in the Council 
in the Eye of the Public. 

At the same time the Council has generally been a stationary Body 
not selected at all with a view to their entertaining opinions in harmony 
with those of the majority of the Assembly. 
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Thus, the Council is held up to the Public as the effective Govt of the 
Province, and the authors of all measures, whilst on many occasions, it 
happens, that it is composed of men not only in whom confidence is not 
placed, but whose opinions are known to be opposed to those of the 
People. 

This practice has been another chief cause of the cry for ‘Resp. 
Govt”, and, if pursued, it destroys the principal agreement [sic] bv 
wh. that demand has been always met by your Lordship, and the 
Govt, of which I had the honor to form part, namely, that the Governor 
must be personally responsible for all his administrative acts, and that an 
Executive Council cannot, therefore be made so. 

However convenient it may be for a Governor to shelter himself from 
Responsibility at home, by falling back upon a deluded opinion of an 
Ex. Council, it is impossible for him to do so without, in the eyes of the 
People of the Colony, clothing that Body with a power wh. they cannot, 
according to any true Theory of Colonial Govt., really possess, namely 
that of controlling his acts. Whilst, on the other hand, the composition 
of that Body wh. here has been too frequently made without reference to 
the agreement of their political opinions with those of the majority of the 
People, exposes their acts to the most severe criticism and produces irri- 
tation and discontent from a belief that real power is confided to men in 
whom the people place no confidence. 

With regard to the administrative Depts of the Govt, your Lordship 
can scarcely imagine any thing more ill-digested than the system on 
which they have hitherto been conducted. 

In this Province, indeed, much exertion has been latterly made by 
Sir G. Arthur to introduce a better practice, and bringing to the subject, 
as he does, great experience in Colonial Govt—indefatigable industry & 
attention, and long established habits of business, considerable benefit 
has arisen & more may be expected. 

Much, however, still remains to be done, & much that admits of no 
delay. 

The principal & more responsible duties of the administration, must 
of course, under any system, fall on the Governor, assisted by his Secre- 
tary. It is proper & necessary that it should be so since—were it other- 
wise, the Governor could not exercise that control over the adminis- 
tration of affairs, which is the indispensable condition of his Responsi- 
bility. But the manner in wh. this principle has been carried into 
practice, is open to very serious objection. 

At a time when the population of these Provinces was small, and the 
task of Govt comparatively easy, the Governor & Secretary were in the 
habit of personally superintending the administration of almost every 
Department, not only as related to general principles, but even as to 
details. 

So long as this duty could be efficiently performed, the arrangement 
was not without its advantages. 

It introduced uniformity of action, & by diminishing the importance 
& responsibility of the subordinate Departments, it enabled the Govt to 
conduct their business through a less expensive description of public 
servants than would otherwise have been required. But the time for 
such an administration has long passed away, unfortunately without any 
corresponding change in the system. 

For many years the amount of labour and Responsibility accumulated 
on the Governor & his Secy has been such as it was impossible for them 
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properly to discharge and as they ought never to have been required to 
bear. At the same time the subordinate officers of the Govt being re- 
lieved from responsibility, by losing the habit of self-dependence, lose 
also gradually their energy & efficiency. 

But your Lordship will naturally enquire how so palpable a defect 
has remained so long uncorrected. You will find on reference to the 
correspondence in the Colonial Office, that it has by no means escaped 
notice, and no doubt former Governors have endeavoured to discover a 
remedy for it. 

But the great pressure of current business, and the difficulty of pro- 
viding sufficient funds would appear to have prevented the completion 
of any scheme for rendering the Executive Departments more efficient. 
The same intense & constant pressure has made it impossible for the 
Governor to exercise that strict superintendance over the subordinate 
members wh. formed the very essence of the old system, and its only 
corrective principle, and thus the evils of a defective administration have 
gone on increasing in an inverse ratio [szc] to the increase of population 
and to the consequent necessity of their removal. 

The investigation into the Government Departments now in progress 
in U. Canada illustrates in a remarkable degree the consequences of this 
system. Without prejudging the result of that investigation, it is evi- 
dent that even in the financial Departments where accuracy is most 
required, great irregularity in the system has long been permitted to 
exist; and that from the want of immediate & effective control, the checks 
which have been provided for the security of the Province have been 
allowed for many years to fall into disuse. If, under these circumstances, 
the Province shd escape without loss, the circumstance is to be attributed 
rather to the character of its public servants than to any precautionary 
measures. 

A Short time will suffice to shew how far this is the case, and it may 
perhaps be my duty to address your Lordship further on this portion of 
the subject. 

Such being the state of the administration, it is not surprizing that the 
inhabitants of these Provinces have evinced much discontent. It is 
probable that the conduct of the official servants of the Government has 
not always been correct & discreet, but it is still more likely that what 
were really the defects of the system have, by the general voice, been 
charged on the individuals. 

Having thus pointed out the evils which I have observed in the 
present system of general Government, & of Departmental adminis- 
tration to wh. I am convinced that much of the discontent may be traced, 
& from wh. many of the difficulties in which this Province is now placed, 
in my opinion, arise, I must add my firm belief that, by a proper correction 
of them the present excitement may be calmed, and a recurrence of the 
difficulties which I have mentioned, be prevented. 

Your Lordships Despatch of the 14 octr No 19 justly anticipated that 
one of the difficulties with which I shd be met in this Province was the 
cry for “Responsible Govt.’’ Undoubtedly it has been so, tho’ I am 
bound to say that the representations wh. have been made in England, 
of the nature of that demand are not exactly what I have found to be 
the case. 

In none of the Addresses upon this subject which have been presented 
to me do I find it stated that what is sought is to place the Governor 
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under the control of the Council in the manner which was attempted in 
Lower Canada. 

Complaint is made, and justly of the mismanagement of offices, and 
it is suggested that, as a remedy, there shd be more unanimity of feeling 
between those intrusted with power and the people upon local matters, 
& this it is proposed to effect by ‘“‘Responsible Govt.”’ But it is nowhere 
shewn what is meant by that term. it is either used by itself, or coupled 
with a declaration that the “Responsible Govt.” recommended by the 
Earl of Durham is what is sought. 

This, however, does not solve the difficulty as no precise definition of 
its meaning is given in his Lordship’s Report. 

Feeling it, therefore, to be my duty unhesitatingly to declare that 
H. M. Govt never would admit of the adoption of any scheme wh would 
render the power of the Governor subordinate to that of a Council, whilst, 
at the same time, no objection is felt to the practical views of Colonial 
Govt recommended by Lord Durham as your Lordship understands them, 
and as too it has been my anxious desire to meet and discuss with the 
principal advocates of this demand their views and desires. 

I have stated clearly to all with whom I have conversed, the views so 
well expressed in your Lordships Despatch; I have declared that, to 
attempt to make a Council responsible to anyone but the Governor for 
advice tendered to him is incompatible with Colonial Govt., and can 
never receive the sanction of H M Govt or Parlt. 

At the same time, however, that this pretension must necessarily be 
resisted, I have stated no less forcibly, that it was the earnest wish not 
merely of H. M present Govt., but must no less be the interest of every 
British Minister to govern the Colony in accordance with the wishes and 
feelings of the People, and that, whilst the Governor could not shift any 
portion of his own responsibility upon the Council, it would of course be 
his best policy to select as members of that Body whose duty it would be 
to tender him advice for his consideration men whose principles & feelings 
were in accordance with the majority, & that it must equally be his policy 
upon all merely local matters, when no Imperial interest could be an- 
swered, to administer the affairs of the colony in accordance with the 
wishes of the Legislature. 

To these opinions I have found a ready assent and I have received 
from all the warmest advocates for the watchword of ‘Responsible 
Govt”’ the assurance that, if these principles and those contained in your 
Lordship’s Despatch respecting the tenure of office in the Colony are 
carried practically into effect, the object they seek would be entirely 
answered, and certainly as far as present appearances go, | am bound to 
believe them sincere, for since these declarations, and above all, since the 
appearance of that Despatch, wh. has given the greatest possible satis- 
faction, the excitement on the subject has altogether ceased. 

In spite, therefore, of the anticipated dangers arising from this cry, of 
the great excitement which has prevailed, and of the disheartening appear- 
ance wh. the Province presents at the present moment, | hope I am not 
too sanguine in believing that a better state of things may be arrived atl.] 

By the Union of the Provinces, the important changes wh. are indis- 
pensable, will be greatly facilitated—a good Departmental organization 
may be effected—a more vigorous & efficient system of Govt may be 
established, which, conducted in harmony with the wishes of the People, 
will, at the same time, be enabled to give a direction to the popular 
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Branch of the Legislature, and also to check the encroachments upon the 
powers & functions of the Executive which have been carried so far & 
have produced so much mischief. 

Power will pass out of the hands of [the] very small party, whose 
possession or supposed possession of it has produced so much irritation, 
and the people will be satisfied that, while there is a steady determination 
on the part of the Home Govt to resist unconstitutional demands, there 
is no desire either that the affairs of the Province shd be mismanaged for 
the supposed benefit of a few, or that a minority opposed to them in 
feeling & principle should govern it in opposition both to themselves, & 
to the Home Govt. 


[THOMSON TO RUSSELL]: 4p. 


[Summary in Arthur’s handwriting of the first part of item 1042.1 


ARTHUR TO P. [B.] DE BLAQUIERE: LB.5, p. 19. 


Government House, [Toronto.| {Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge your letter of Saturday requesting 
employment for your son in the 2nd. Incorporated Regiment of Militia. 
I will make enquiry how that corps is circumstanced as to officers—what 
existing claims there are and whether any vacancy is available and at the 
disposal of Government.—and I can only say that I am so gratified by 
the spirit you have manifested to meet my wishes in giving your cordial 
support to Government, that I shall be pleased beyond measure to be 
useful to your son—and if the vacancy occurs whilst the Governor 
General is administering the Government I am satisfied that His Excel- 
lency will be equally well disposed and I shall take care to bring it under 
his notice. 


ARTHUR TO HENRY SHERWOOD: LB.5, p. 27. 


W. 


Toronto. 

The Governor General thought it better not to see you until your 
amendment was disposed of; but His Excellency now begs me to say 
that he shall be glad to receive you, if you will call upon him before you 
go to the House tomorrow. 

I mentioned to His Excellency that I was under the impression, you 
did not consider it of importance that Mr Cartwright’s Resolutions 
should be carried as conditions. I hope I was not in error; but, if so, you 
will be able to correct it by personal explanation. 


H. DRAPER TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 3p. 


[Toronto.| [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I enclose for yr. Excys. perusal my letter to the Govr. Genl. written 
yesterday— I trust it conveys what I desire to express in clear but 
respectful terms viz. my sincere desire to discharge my duty faithfully to 
the Governmt. under whom I hold office—without forfeiting my claims 
to public confidence and private respect. I shall feel much obliged if 
Your Excellency will forward my letter to the Governor General as soon 
as you have perused it. 
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In reference to an observation made in conversation yesterday 
evening relative to the difference between the Attorney Generals case 
and my own I would beg leave to submit, that few if any men can have 
greater claims to the most favorable interpretation of all his conduct than 
the Attorney General whose long course of public life has been a uniform 
and powerful advocacy of the highest principles favorable to the mainte- 
nance of the just authority of the Crown and the preservation of the 
Constitution and that I have no desire to place myself in a position which 
would even remotely injure him—or to desert him after his generous and 
uncalled for declaration of his desire to fall or stand with mef[.] 

It cannot have escaped Your Excellency that in this Province the 
Crown possesses little influence that can be brought to bear on the 
constituency and that the chance any one has of being returned to 
Parliament depends on the opinion entertained of his independence of 
character and action. The alleged interference of the Crown by its 
representative at the last election was the subject of complaint in Dr. 
Duncombes petition and the Correspondence with the Colonial office on 
that subject induced every one here to suppose that had such an inter- 
ference been proved it would have been condemned by the Home Govern- 
ment.— With that idea I have felt that in order to afford myself a 
prospect of being again returned to Parliament should I continue to hold 
office and H. Majestys Governmt. require my presence in the Legis- 
lature, it was indispensably necessary for me to adhere to the Course I 
am now taking.— I have not mentioned this in my letter to the Governor 
General because it is only an argument in my favour—not a part of the 
transactions in which his misapprehension of me has occurred. 

I beg of Yr. Excy. to excuse this scrawl I was up the greater part of 
the night—and feel this morning as fatigued as if it were the conclusion 
instead of the beginning of the day]|.] 

[Enclosure lacking.] 


ARTHUR TO Sir R. [D.] Jackson: LB.5, p. 28-29. 


Government House, Toronto. 

It isa week ago this day that I addressed you last, and then mentioned 
that I would write the following day—but I have been labouring under a 
severe illness which has confined me for the last six days to my Bed room; 
where I have been obliged to receive the Governor General, and see 
several of the Members—but I have this day moved into my Dressing- 
room, and hope to be about again speedily. I caught a violent cold on 
my way to Montreal, and deferred taking medical advice until it was 
too late. All, however, is now right again{.] 

Since I wrote to you, nothing new has occurred on the Frontier; and 
if the Patriots meditated any movement (which I do not believe) it has 
been relinquished on the appearance of the United States Troops under 
Colonel Bankhead’s orders— He has acted promptly and decidedly. 

I heard this morning from the Western Frontier.— All quiet and 
General Brady says, nothing, he believes is meditated. 

I ordered Colonel Love and Lieut Colonel Airey to Toronto, as the 
Governor General expressed a desire to see them, and to receive from 
them information respecting their Districts. They are intelligent 
officers—men of investigation and observation, and able to form a good 
opinion. They do not think very favorably of the People.— 
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I have not yet heard of the arrival of any clothing for the militia. 
They must have a pair of Trowsers each according to the promise made 
them, but I have been very reluctant to purchase, whilst there was a 
hope of supplies coming out which the Secretary of State assured me the 
Ordnance were directed to forward. Great Coats we are patching up for 
them as well as we can, but some new ones will be required. 

I thank you for your letter of the 10th and commuricated the con- 
tents of its enclosure from Lieut Simmons to the Governor General. 

A very large new Building on the “Trent’’, capable of containing 
5 or 600 men, which Government hired during the last winter and spring 
for the Militia, has been destroyed by fire— It was not occupied, and 
was evidently the wicked deed of an Incendiary— An American is in 
custody for it, but I have not heard of his final committal. 

Lieutenant Jones 43rd. Regiment is dispatched, by desire of the 
Governor General, to make a tour of observation;—first to New York, 
and then all along the Frontier—if he hears of anything important, I 
have instructed him at once to make a confidential communication to 
you.— He is a very intelligent oficer—and understands well what he 
is about He was employed during the last winter by this Govern- 
ment, & gave so much satisfaction, that I recommended him strongly to 


Sir John Colborne. 


[,1048 ] ARTHUR TO Sir R. [D.] Jackson: LB.5, p. 29-30. 


Dec. 17 Govt. House, Toronto. |Marked “‘Private”’.] 

The Governor General will have informed you that all has gone on 
well in the Leg. Council. 

In the House of Assembly there have been some serious difficulties. 
The Attorney General, before it was a Government Measure, stood 
pledged to vote against the Union, and felt he could not recede. 

The Solicitor General was pledged to all the party who voted with 
him for the Union to insist upon certain Conditions, and he considered 
himself bound to adhere to the pledge he had given to his party—to these 
conditions the Governor General could not listen, and hence the difficul- 
ties to which I have alluded. But, I hope, a way out of this dilemma has 
been, at length found; and that the Governor General will succeed just 
as he wishes. The Condifions to which he objects being thrown into 
Recommendations in an Address to the Queen. In a few days more the 
question will be disposed of—at least there is every prospect of it— 

Never was there such a confusion of parties—the Constitutionalists 
who supported Sir J Colborne, Sir F Head and myself upon some questions 
have been thrown into opposition, whilst the Radicals and Reformers have 
supported the Governor—but both parties wish to court the “rising sun”’, 
& during the dalliance the measure, I hope, will be carried— The 
Governor General appears to understand thoroughly how to manage 


them all. 
[ 1049 ] ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p, 27. 
Dec. 17 Toronto. |Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 


I have seen Mr Draper and Mr Cartwright. 

Since he saw you, Mr Cartwright has spoken to Mr Merritt, and I 
hope it will be arranged that Merritt will propose, as an amendment to 
the Resolutions now on the Table, something to the effect of the outline 
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you left with me—of which I have given Mr Draper acopy. All will be 
right, I think on this point. 

There are some of the Reformers with whom I have some personal 
influence—if there is a serious difficulty upon voting the Civil List for 
life or ten years instead of permanently, I could see some of them, ‘f you 
wish it, in the morning. 


J. B. B. Estcourt To Artutr: A.L.S. 5p. 


Bowden Park, Chippenham. 

There is a large packet going to Lady Arthur and as I think you will 
not be displeased to hear from England I will add my share to the 
envelope, which, tho’ chiefly intended for Lady Arthur, will pass to you 
under the official frank of Lord John Russell, the new Secretary for the 
colonies, at least new since I had the pleasure of seeing you I dined 
yesterday in his company at Lord Lansdownle]’s, whose place is not far 
from hence; our party was a pleasant one enough, for besides our host 
and Lord John we had Moore, the poet, a neighbour; Mr Poulett Scrope 
the brother of the Governor General Mr Poulett Thompson [i.e. Thom- 
son]; and a Mr Joy [?] a pleasant bar{frlister in House of Commons 
business. There were others besides, who, being of the Conservative 
side, put politics out of thought and kept us to an easy discussion about 
authors and their books. 

We are now looking to the Meeting of Parliament on the 16th and 
circulars have been sent round by both sides to urge attendance of 
members: but I cannot make out, that any fighting can take place. The 
business will no doubt be the making an Englishman of the young Prince 
Albert, the giving him an income: the settling the case of Stockdale: and 
perhaps some discussion about the Chartists—— This latter point is the 
only one, where efforts can be made to eject the government: but it is 
important, that no encouragement should be given to them by any 
seeming difference about them, and therefore tho’ the conservatives are 
by no means satisfied with the government for allowing things to have 
come to the pass, they have, yet I do not expect that ground will be 
chosen to fight upon. The trials are now going on at Monmouth; 14 
were to be tried for High Treason, and I do not hear, that there is any 
doubt about convictions.— 

Upon the whole England seems to be flourishing at home and success- 
ful in India. There is but one drawback at home, which is the bad 
harvest; and that will, I fear, occasion distress in the manufacturing 
districts; but as yet we are going on well— The government however 
is very unpopular and hang on by sufferance, or at least are far from 

Every one is surprised, Mr Poulett Thompson has been so well re- 
ceived; but that perhaps is to be attributed to the desire all parties would 
have to gain him to their own interests, or at least not give room for 
prejudice against them. ; 

I am very anxious to hear how the month of December passes with 
you; there are so many reasons for keeping up alarm, whether any plots 
are really hatching or not; that I am prepared to hear of preparations on 
the American frontier, and applications for protection on our’s [sic] tho’ 
I cannot think there is any intention of doing more than maintaining the 
excitement and encouraging the alarmists to believe their fears well 
founded. . . 
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[Mentions meeting Colonel England, apparently formerly in Van 
Diemens Land.| 

I have made my application for an Unattached tho’ I have no idea 
with what success it will be attended.— Mr Sullivan’s report has not 
reached me. I cannot give up the hope it may come; for it would be 
very valuable to some parliamentary friends and relations. Mrs. Estcourt 
joins me in best compliments to Lady Arthur and your family: we re- 
member with pleasure the days we spent in your house, and recollect 
besides much other kindness I received from you.— 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 30. 


Toronto. 
I am anxious you should know that I have seen Mr Draper—at all 


events he will not speak upon Mr Cartwright’s Resolutions[.] 


ARTHUR TO CoL. [J. F.] LovE: LB.2, p. 144-145. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I thank you for your letters from Brantford & London.— It gives 
me great pleasure to find that all is well. 

With regard to the information from Lt. Col. Young I am much 
obliged to you for sending it, & I hope you will always communicate 
every thing of the kind that comes to yr. knowledge; but, I place no 
dependence whatever upon any of the rumors now abroad—& we must 
keep down the excitemt. wh. interested parties on both sides will create, 
by the circulation of stories of all kinds, if they can. 

With regard to the Companies of the 85th. at Sandwich the Comdr. 
of the Forces thinks it better that they shd. remain where they are—& I 
quite concur with him—nor do I think it necessary to move the Companies 
of the 2nd. Incorporated Regiment from Amherstburgh [sic]. they are still 
useful as a working party, & will be so required until that work is com- 
pleted. 

The force at Chatham is adequate to any probable event, & by estab- 
lishing a rapid line of communication with yr. cavalry you will hear 
quickly enough of any hostile movemt. to encounter it. Besides, upon 
an emergency, Col. Young has it in his power to arm an additional Force, 
& in a few hours he can collect 100 or 200 men who have been already 
trained. 

You may authorise him to prepare for this—but, on no account, to 
call out such a force, except, in a clear case of necessity.— 

I have made my way to my Dressing room; but have still the trouble- 
some cough.— 


JoHN ToRONTO [2.e. STRACHAN] TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 


Toronto. 

I thank Your Excellency most sincerely for your kind and affectionate 
wishes—and I regret exceedingly the cause which detains Your Excellency 
to the House[.| 

It would have been more than a sufficient reason for me to have 
postponed the ceremony had it not been that I am in a manner precluded 
from discharging my duty till the installation takes place[.] 
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My Episcopate has commenced in tears but I trust in God that it will 
end in joy; and I am greatly encouraged by Your Excellencys fervent 
prayers and by the cordial aid which I confidently look for when you 
return to the duties of your exalted station. 


Dec. 19 T. B. MACAULAY TO RUSSELL: 
[See item 1077.] 


[ 1054 ] ARTHUR TO CHARLES [ARTHUR]: LB.6, p. 70-71. 


Dec. 20 [Place not stated.] 

Is cheered by good accts. received of him in every respect. It is time 
to consider seriously how you are to be disposed of in after life— Always 
rather wished you shd. go into the Church, if you desire it yrself. Leave 
it, however, entirely to yr. own decision.— 

Great satisfaction to find you a well informed & accomplished person. 

Hope you will point out to Edwd. in a brotherly manner any thing 
you shd. observe wh. you think I shd. disapprove|.] 

Hope write a journal & forward thro’ Secy of State—under cover 
“The Rt. Hon. The Secy of State. Col. Office.—[’’] 

Let me know how you pass your Vacations.— 

[The above appears in this précis form.] 


[ 1055 ] ARTHUR TO EpwarD [ARTHUR]: LB.6, p. 70. 


Dec. 20 [Place not stated.| 

It has given gt. concern not answerg. two last letters.—utmost 
importance shd. strive to get Commission by Excellent Conduct & 
Superior attainmts. as early as possible at the College. It will give 
greatest satisfaction to hear that vacation has been profitably passed.— 
Never for the sake of a “‘frolic’’ do what is ungentlemanly! it will be 
remembered to yr. prejudice for years by those who laugh at it now.— 
Hope he has a good library.— _ put his letters under cover to ‘“‘The 
Right Honble. The Secy. of State—Col. Office—London.[”’] 

[The above appears in this précis form.] 


| 1056 } W. H. Hamitton To [ArtHur]: A.L.S. 3p. 


Dec. 20 London. 

Being known at the Colonial Office to be in communication with you, 
the Keeper (Dodsworth) has requested me to remind you of the amount 
owing to him for Newspapers and periodicals sent to you since you have 
been in Canada. Heshewed me his Book, and I find the sum is £10.8.6. .. 
I assured him you had overlooked this small matter, and he was per- 
fectly satisfied of it... And, pray send me the 3d. & 4th. Bills of Ex- 
change for the £1000 on V. D. Land, as it was on my assurance, that 
they would speedily follow, the Bank negociated them. I address you 
thus briefly that these matters may have your prompt attention. 
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F. A. M. Fraser To Artuur: A.L.S. 7p. 


Asst Or Master General's Office, Toronto. [Marked ‘“‘Private’’.] 

1. As an attack of Rheumatism prevents my coming to Government 
House in this severe weather, I do myself the honor of addressing you 
on the subject of a remark as to the state of the Command, which I 
made to Your Excellency on the 17th Int.; and as to the nature and 
character of which communication, I fear I have been misunderstood. 

2. And One of my reasons for so supposing, is a private conversation 
which passed between Colonel Foster and myself yesterday, by which 
I found that the Colonel was so extremely hurt at my remarks relative 
to his department, and behaved in so frank and open a manner, that I 
could not but deeply regret that what I had intended to be a confidential, 
should have been supposed by Your Excellency to have been, an official 
communication. 

3 I must solemnly assure Your Excellency that in making the state- 
ment referred to, I intended it to be in that Confidence in which you 
have on many former occasions allowed me to speak; had it been my 
intention to have come forward ‘Officially,’ I should have addressed 
myself to the Asst. Adjt. Genl. or to the Asst. Mily Secy. 

4. Nor should I have written to Colonel Halkett on the same subject, 
on the 19th. Int. had I not conceived, from some casual observations he 
made use of in a conversation, that I had not made myself clearly under- 
stood by Your Excellency as to the extent to which I thought blame 
might be attributable in different quarters. I also felt most anxious to 
avoid the possibility of having been supposed capable of making a confi- 
dential report to a General Officer, impugning the professional character 
of others, without avowing my readiness to make a similar statement 
Openly, if necessary. These were the causes which mainly induced me 
to write my note of the 19th. Int. to Colonel Halkett. 

5. It is possible that you may have supposed my communication of 
the 17th. was not made confidentially because I referred to Colonels 
Spark and Wingfield. My reason for so doing was that it seemed to me 
worse than useless to answer questions put to me by a General Officer, 
which led to such a statement as I made to Your Excellency, and then to 
say ‘‘But, Sir, I must request that this be perfectly secret and no further 
notice taken of it—’’ Such a course would, in my opinion, have placed 
the Superior Officer in a very false position. But my idea of the matter 
was that by reference to the two nearest Commanding Officers, Your 
Excellency would be enabled to make such enquiries, without the use of 
my name, as would allow you to judge of the means you might think 
best to remedy the evils which I mentioned, should it be found, on 
investigation, that my notions on the subject were correct. 

6. Having said thus much, I trust Your Excellency will understand 
what were my ideas and intention in making the statement in question, 
on the 17th. Int. I most sincerely hope in a very short time to be able 
to quit the Service by the sale of my Commission; and should such an 
indulgence be again refused to me, so great is my wish to retire, that, tho’ 
very ill able to afford the loss consequent on such a step, my determination 
is to resign unconditionally. I feel that a naturally strong constitution 
is beginning in some measure to give way. Nor do I hesitate to express 
to Your Excellency, (whose kind interest in behalf of my promotion I 
gratefully acknowledge,) that my treatment has not been such as to 
induce me to wear out my evening days in a Service, which having had 
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my best, tho’ humble, exertions in former times, seems disposed to prevent 
my deriving any benefit therefrom. 

7 With these views I need hardly say how very painful it would be 
to me to wind up my professional career by being brought forward as the 
general accuser of the Department, not only in this command, but 
possibly of some of those in the sister province; for I think it more than 
probable that the seeds of disorder to which I alluded on the 17th., may 
be found in the neighbouring command. 


ARTHUR TO COLONEL [F. A. M.] FrAsER: LB.4, p. 47-48. 


Govt. House, [Toronto.] 

I beg to acknowledge your letter of this date marked ‘‘Private’’. 

Of course I cannot doubt, after your assurance that it was so, that it 
was your intention to communicate to me confidentially your opinion 
upon the state of this command—but, certainly, I did not so understand 
you. 

The marked expression you used & your assertion that your opinion 
would be substantiated by the testimony of two Field Officers in the 
Garrison, and indeed I must add your manner altogether led me to the 
opposite conclusion, but I certainly thought that you labored under some 
feeling of dissatisfaction and am quite convinced, after reading your 
letter, that you had no premeditated desire to reflect unkindly, much less 
harshly upon any Brother Officer. 

there are in this command difficulties & delays that formerly tried me 
to the very quick,—but we must all bear the ills we cannot avoid,—& no 
person in the very worst of the difficulties to be encountered, & at a time 
when delays were really prejudicial, overcame them more cheerfully than 
my Asst Or Mr General, which it will require some pains to make me 
forget. 


ARTHUR TO THE LorpD BisHop OF TORONTO [JOHN STRACHAN]: LB.4, p. 47. 


Toronto. 

I understand that the Cathedral is to be opened tomorrow, and that 
your Lordship is to be installed. 

It is, I very much regret, utterly out of my power to attend this most 
interesting ceremony; but I beg you will believe me to be most sincere in 
assuring you of my cordial good wishes, and that it is my fervent prayer 
that Almighty God will grant you personally his special Blessing & that 
the Church of England throughout your Diocese may be a people spiritu- 
ally devoted to the service of their Divine Master. 


James Durry To ArtHurR: M. handwritten on printed form. 


Toronto. 
[Quarterly Upper Canada College account for ‘‘Jno Arthur’’: dues 
and contingencies £2-5-0; books, etc. 12-1; total £2-17-1.] 


ARTHUR £0 THOMSON: LB.5, p. 30. 


Toronto. 
Allow me to offer you my sincere congratulations on the final success 


of your measure which I would do personally if I could safely venture out. 
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F. A. M. FRASER TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 3p. 


Toronto. 

I feel much obliged by your note of last Evening which would have 
been acknowledged on receipt, but that at the time it arrived my Rheuma- 
tism was so violent as to render it difficult to remain quiet in one position. 

My manner is, I fear, at times much too ‘brusque’; but I hope you 
will believe that [it] is never my intention to be rude, as a Gentleman, nor 
disrespectful as an Officer. The terms of confidence on which it has been 
my good fortune to live with the several Generals under whom my Staff 
Service has been spent, may have rendered me, as I suspect it has, 
occasionally too ‘‘off hand’”’ in my manner and expressions. 

You do me no more than justice in supposing that I did not wish to 
reflect harshly or unkindly on a Brother Officer. As to Colonel Foster, 
I have never met with a man whose heart was more in its right place. 
His whole behaviour in a conversation I had with him the day before 
yesterday, was most frank and manly. 

As I am writing quite in a private style to you on this occasion, and 
with, I assure you, feelings of much obligation for your kindness respecting 
my promotion, and in other instances, I take the opportunity of alluding 
to a subject, respecting which, it may have seemed that I have not been 
so ready as on former occasions;— I mean as to some Militia matters— 
It is not my intention here to enter on the details of a question, as to 
which, I am not so fortunate as to agree with you on all points, but 
merely to remove from your mind any supposition that I have made 
needless objections in carrying on the duties alluded to. My wish has 
been and is, during times of quiet and comparative idleness, to force, as 
much as in me lies, each Department to do its own duties— In times 
of trouble and of war, things must be done, and if necessary, done, with- 
out considering who is the proper person to carry them through— But 
by keeping all Departments strictly within their own Channels as long 
as possible, in all probability they will continue to flow therein, even under 
a heavy press of duty: whereas, if the habit of irregular working be allowed 
during these quiet times, it follows that, under difficulties, matters will 
get into still greater confusion— Under this impression, on some late 
occasions, I have made, what may have appeared, unnecessary objections 
to signing Militia papers, which seemed to me out of the straight line of 
the Service—and that I have opposed to the utmost in my power, the late 
arrangements respecting the moving of Ordnance Stores, by my Depart- 
ment 

Whether I am right or wrong in this, is a matter of Opinion: my 
intention was not to save myself from trouble: tho’ I do not disguise that 
my zeal for the Service has not been quickened by the promotion of my 
juniors above me—a circumstance, and to me an evil, I am well aware, 
you have most kindly endeavoured to remedy— 


ALEX[ANDE]R MACDONELL To ArtHuR: A.L.S. 2p. 


Dublin. 

The spirit of Emigration is abroad & Dr Rolph & I are doing all in 
our power to direct its course to Upper Canada. The Doctor has ad- 
dressed letters to several noblemen of the first influence in the United 
Kingdom, who have entered with zeal into his views & promise to en- 
courage emigration to Upper Canada in preference to any other British 
Colony. I have travelled through a great part of Scotland & of this 
Country, & wherever I have been, I have not failed to expatiate on the 
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advantages which upper Canada holds out to emigrants of small capitals, 
which by investing in lands might render themselves & their families 
comfortable and independent; & I have great satisfaction to inform your 
Excellency that several of my friends who will take respectable capitals 
with them are so well pleased with my representation of Upper Canada 
that they have determined to emigrate thither how soon they can dispose 
of their property, so that I confidently look forward to see in the course 
of the ensuing Spring & Summer the largest Emigration to Upper Canada 
that ever Crossed the Atlantic Ocean in one Season|.] 

I understand that a motion is to be brought into the House of Assem- 
bly during the present Session to vote a sum of money to Dr Rolph for 
defraying the expenses of his voyage, & his travels through the United 
Kingdom to promote emigration. As he has laboured hard & success- 
fully in his Mission I trust Your Excellency will have the goodness to 
recommend to the House to reward the Doctor for the faithful per- 
formance of a service so much calculated to be of important benefit to 
the Province. 

I presented a Petition to the Provincial Parliament during the last 
Session praying for a Similar aid, to complete the Seminary I am building 
at Kingston, to that granted to the Westleyan [sic] Methodists for their 
Seminary at Couburgh [t.e. Cobourg], & I entreat your Excellency will 
be kind enough to approve of the dicision [szc] of the House if favourable 
for there was no time to bring it forward last Session. 

! have written to the Receiver Genl. to apply for a warrant to get my 
half yearly salary issued as I am in great want of money having nearly 
expended all I could command before I left Canada. 


[Sir] A. N. MacNasB To ArTHurR: L.S. 2p. 


House of Assembly, |Toronto.] 

I have the honour to transmit to Your Excellency, the Copy of a 
Resolution of the House of Assembly, expressing the high sense enter- 
tained by that Body of the ability, uprightness and impartiality with 
which your Excellency has discharged the arduous and important duties 
of your Office, since you assumed the administration of the Public affairs 
of this Province. 

From the position I occupy as Speaker of the Assembly, I had no 
opportunity of taking part in the discussion or of expressing my opinion 
upon the Resolution;— I therefore take leave, in carrying into effect 
the Order of the House, to assure Your Excellency, that I most cordially 
concur in the Resolution of the Assembly, and to express individually 
the high respect I have ever entertained for Your Excellency’s public 


conduct. 
Allan N. MacNab 


Speaker[.] 


[Enclosure:] 


1839 
Dec. 21 
[Upper CanapA. House oF ASSEMBLY. ] 
[| Toronto.] 


Resolved, 
That this House feel it a duty incumbent on them to 


express the high sense they entertain of the ability, uprightness 
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and impartiality with which His Excellency The Lieutenant 
Governor has discharged the arduous and important duties of 
his Office since he assumed the administration of the public 
affairs of this Province—and that the Speaker do communicate 
a Copy of this Resolution to His Excellency. 
Truly extracted from the Journals of the Assembly of 
Upper Canada, of the 21st, December, 1839. 


James FitzGibbon 
Clerk of Assembly[.] 


ARTHUR TO CoL. [J. F.] Love: LB.2, p. 145-146. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I have this morng. received your letter of the 18th. instant, with its 
enclosures respectg. the Catholic Priest at London. 

These Papers I have attentively perused, & return them to you for 
this reason—that yr. letter is evidently written in the impulse of the 
moment, & you have used stronger expressions & made more ado about 
the matter, than there is any occasion for in the present stage of the 
complaint. 

The Govr. Genl., I conclude, if he notices the complaint at all, will 
refer it to me,—then I shall cause it to be referred to you officially—& a 
calm & concise explanation is all, I presume, that can be required. 

In such cases I have always found that it is well to adhere to the 
spirit of the Rules of the Service—to be firm—& to be courteous. 

This always puts to silence such men as you represent Mr. Mills to 
be—or, if it do not silence, it confounds them, wh. answers equally well. . . 

P.S. I am much obliged by yr. kind inquiry & am thankful to say 
that I am quite well again[.] 


ARTHUR TO CoL. [J. F.] Love: LB.2, p. 146-147. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I have this morng. received yr. letter of the 19th. instant with the 
extract it contains from Lt. Col. Brooke Young. 

On such a statement I should place no dependence whatever.— 

If the Patriots were collecting in large numbers, as Col. Youngs 
Informant states, it would be confirmed from other Quarters, & they wd. 
make no such open avowal of their intention to cross into Canada. 

The St. Clair Frontier is, I agree with you, the most probable point 
of annoyance; but, we are sufficiently guarded there to resist the attacks 
of any number of Marauders who are likely to venture their lives; & I 
should not wish the slightest movement of the Troops to be made, nor 
the least expense to be incurred, in consequence of any such rumors as 
Col. Young’s letter conveys. 

I attach the greatest importance to keeping down every symptom of 
Excitemt. on our side; & to effect this, we must be quiet!— 

Pray infuse this feeling into all the Officers in the District under 
yr. orders. 


ARTHUR TO [THoMson]: LB.5, p. 31. 


[Toronto.| 
The accompanying paper ‘‘No 1” is the information of a person who 
has been an out and out Reformer in this Province, and last year being 
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suspected of something worse went into the States to reside—but, as he 
states, because he was so disgusted at the wicked conduct of ‘“‘Hart’’ and 
his associates he abandoned the ‘‘Patriot’’ Cause and has since been 
giving the Government information.— He was one of the 18 Delegates 
who met at Rochester about six weeks ago to determine upon this winter’s 
Campaign. Mr. Macaulay and Col Bethune place great dependance on 
the informants veracity, who, they say, except in his politics, has always 
borne a good character. He has heard, I believe, all that he relates but 
these People impose upon each other. The enclosure, No 2, I received 
this morning from Col Love. It will give you an idea of the feeling in 
that quarter, but you will perceive by my answer that I do not attach 
any importance to the Statement to which the Colonel refers. 
[Enclosures lacking. | 


THOMSON TO [ARTHUR]: A.L.S. 


[Toronto.| [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I have stupidly mislaid the copy of your Bill of last Session on the 
Clergy Reserves. Will you have the kindness to let me have another 
copy. I mean that which was introduced in the place of your Van 
Diemen’s Land Act. 

I am sorry to hear that you were not so well this evening. I trust 
you are now better. 


ARTHUR TO LorpD Fitzroy [J. H.] Somerset: LB.3, p. 83-86. 


Govt. House, Toronto. {Marked ‘‘Private & Confidential.”’] 

Since I wrote to you on the 6th instt. the question of the Reunion of 
the Provinces has gone thro’ all it’s [sic] stages in the Provincial Parliamt. 
& has been carried by a considerable majority in both Houses. The 
Terms are, 

That the Representation from each Province shall be equal. 

That the Public debt of Upper Canada amounting to about Twelve 
Hundred Thousand Pounds shall be the debt of the United Provinces. 

That a Civil List shall be settled by the Imperial Parliamt. 

An effort was made in the House of Assembly to add as Additional 
Conditions. 

That the seat of Govt. should be fixed in the Upper Province[.] 

That all public Records should be kept in the English language. 

That the Constitution of 1791 should be maintained, except, in so far 
as it must necessarily be altered by the reunion of the Provinces. 

All these points were lost as Conditions, but are to be embodied as 
recommendations in an Address to the Queen— & by this arrangement 
Her Majesty’s Ministers will have it in their power to bring in their new 
Canada Bill before the Imperial Parliament unsha|[c]kled in every respect. 

The General impression that Sir Rt. Peel considered the Reunion 
had become necessary had a great weight with the Constitutional party; 
wh. constitutes the strength of the present House of Assembly & my 
assurance to H. M. Government that the measure cd. be carried if it 
were.determined upon has been to the utmost confirmed|.] 

But it is a measure though I see the difficulties of every other project 
to be great, wh. I shd. not at the present time on any acct. have recom- 
mended; for I do not think it possible even to hope that such a Parliamt. 
can be returned under the existing feelings of the People in both Provinces 
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as will be safe to British Connexion—& from the impulse wh. the Radicals 
& Reformers have now received, the British in my opinion will be soon 
found far more difficult to manage than the French Canadians.— 

My part, however, embarrassing to my personal feelings, has been 
plain. As an executive Officer, I was called upon to assist in a measure 
wh. H. M. Govt. had determined upon; & it is satisfactory to me to have 
recd. the assurance of the Govr. Genl. that I have rendered him the most 
effectual aid, whilst a Resolution passed the House of Assembly, as soon 
as the Union question was carried, wh. I trust will be regarded as satis- 
factory proof that I have done so without the least departure from the 
Principles on wh. I have uniformly administered the affairs of the 
Province.— 

We have again daily rumours of Invasion, but there is nothing now 
serious to be apprehended; & I fully anticipate we shall have a quiet 
time of it until the Act for the Reunion has passed, when I shall most 
cheerfully bid adieu to Upper Canada. 

The Constitutional party wh. supported Sir P. Maitland—Sir J. 
Colborne—Sir F. Head—& myself, are, as a body, so thoroughly under- 
mined, that I would not on any acct. remain in the Province to witness 
their utter prostration—but, whilst I make this observation even in this 
confidential communication I ought in justice & candour to add that I 
have experienced the greatest kindness & attention personally from 
Mr. Thomson—& that the change of Parties produced in the Country is 
nothing more than the obvious consequences wh. I contemplated from 
his Administration of the Province. 


W{rLL1a]M WALTON To W. [H.] Hamitton: A.L.S. 3p. 


Hampion. 

[Sends a form from Sandhurst requiring payment of £46.18.4 for 
the fees of Arthur’s son Edward. ‘‘You see the report which is not very 
favourable. Edward is not talented, & he has not had the advantage of 
early discipline, nay, since he has been in England, he has had to contend 
against all the disadvantages of a defective & erroneous Education. His 
most dangerous notion is that his Father can do for him as for his Brother; 
whether he do well or ill at Sandhurst Sir George can obtain his Com- 
mission & get him on. If you see him, let me beg you not to spare him. 
He is cased in a panoply of Self-esteem, that you must deal most lusty 
blows to reach his heart through it.”’| 

[Enclosure lacking.] 


[ARTHUR] To [J. B. Ropinson]: Df.A.L. 6p. 


[Place not stated.| 

It is an age since I wrote to you—but I rely upon it that your faithful 
friend John Macaulay has kept you fully informed of all that has tran- 
spired & is transpiring at this most eventful period for Upper Canada 
according to my often repeated requests to Him & many other Pens will 
be sharpened in your Service. 

The Resolutions have passed both Houses in answer to the Governor 
General’s Message in favor of the Reunion of the Provinces, & upon the 
terms proposed by Him. 1st. That there be an equal representation 
of each Province in the United Legislature. 2nd That a sufficient 
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Civil List be granted— 3rd That the Public Debts of Upper Canada 
shall, after the Union, be charged on the joint Revenue of the United 
Province. 

In the House of Assembly an Effort was made to add some additional 
conditions, but the attempt failed. 

What Charm the Governor General has used I know not; but all the 
Radicals and Reformers voted with the Government; and, the Consti- 
tutional Party being divided, the question was carried through it’s [sic] 
various Stages with little difficulty. Doctor Baldwin & his Son— 
Egerton Ryerson—& others who were last year against the Measure are 
now its warm Advocates—in fact, so far as I can judge, the People 
throughout the Province generally express themselves in favor of Re- 
union. My opinion has not been asked, &, evidently, is not wished—so 
that I have had but one line of duty as an Executive Officer to perform— 
that of promoting the Measure decided upon by Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, [a deleted phrase here reads: ‘‘and, as I understand, approved by 
Sir Robert Peel. So that’’] It would have been a great satisfaction to 
many of your old friends Here if you had expressly stated what was the 
Opinion of the Duke of Wellington & Sir Robert Peel upon the Union 
itself, but it is generally understood that they are favorable to it, and it 
may be hoped that they will do their best in all the details of the measure. 
No person can more sincerely desire than I do that the Reunion may 
strengthen the connexion with Great Britain; but I cannot comprehend 
how a Parliament can be brought together that will exert themselves to 
that end—and, doubtless, it is very suspicious to observe that all those 
who have been considered, or known to be disaffected are advocates for 
the measure—they must have some ulterior object. 

Your absence has been universally regretted by the Constitutional 
Party; but I am convinced you could not have prevented the result as 
to the main question. The debt, & the cessation of all public works, is 
felt throughout the Province as a heavy grievance & the hope that relief 
from this may be found is evidently a prevailing argument in all quarters. 
Again, from some cause or other, the whole System on wh. the affairs of 
the Province has [sic] been conducted has been faulty to a degree; wh. 
you will remember attracted my attention almost as soon as I came into 
the Province—the delays & jobbing about Lands in the Land Offices 
quite shocking—& the effects of the undue interference of the House of 
Assembly with the Executive Govt. apparent in a Thousand ways. No 
doubt all this might have been rectified without a Union, & I am satisfied, 
had affairs remained in my hands for another year I wd. quietly have 
corrected the mischief great as it is—but still the Public far and wide 
became impatient and I must say I am not surprised at it. 

The circumstance however wh. I regard with the greatest appre- 
hension is the impulse that has been given to the Reform party. I had 
them well down, as well as the ultra Loyalists I mean Gowan & his party, 
but all are again on the surface & Divine Providence alone can know how 
it will end. The Govr Genl however assures me that He regards the 
political state of the Province just as I do, and wishes to carry his measures 
on through the support of the Moderate Party. But the Radicals & 
Reformers are certainly in high glee & have great expectations. 

The Clergy Reserve is the next question to be entered upon—a 
question wh every Person who wishes well to the Church of England must 
deeply lament had not been settled years ago, when the result might 
have been far—far more favorable than it can possibly now be to the 
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Establisht. [A deleted passage here reads: ‘‘The course taken by 
Doctor Strachan in this matter is deeply to be lamented, although his 
Motives were unquestionably the best.’”’] 

You certainly, in this respect, have not watched the signs of the times 
[a deleted phrase here reads: ‘in Upper Canada’’]—a great revolution 
has been taking place in the “‘riligious [szc] world” during the last 25 years 
throughout the British Dominions—had al] determined to make a stand 
on the Church there might have been a good hope from such a course, 
but [The draft ends here.] 


[ARTHUR] To [Str A. N. MacNas]: Df.A.L. 2p. 


[Place not stated.} 

I have the honor to acknowledge your Letter of yesterdays date 
enclosing a Resolution of the House of Assembly passed on the 21st inst. 

Nothing could be more acceptable to my feelings than the terms in 
which the House of Assembly have been pleased to express their sense 
of the manner in which the power with which Her Majesty was graciously 
pleased temporarily to invest me has been exercised during the Eventful 
period of my administration of the Affairs of Upper Canada, and I beg 
to request that you will make known to the House how very highly I 
appreciate this gratifying testimony of their sentiments. 

For the very flattering terms in which you have conveyed to me the 
Resolutions of the House of Assembly, allow me to desire you will accept 
my cordial acknwt. 


[Str] R. D. JAcKSON TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 4p. 


Montreal. 

I shall be glad to hear the confirmation of the re-establishment of 
your health, from yourself, soon, and I am sure you will not attribute 
my late silence to any indifference to this subject. 

I delayed writing for some days for the enclosed Memorandum from 
the D Q M G. [marginal note reads: ‘19th. Decr. /39’’] which has been 
since submitted to the Heads of the Comissariatt [s7c] & Ordnance 
Departments, and having been approved of, I now transmit it for the 
guidance of the Ast. Or. M General at Toronto, if its provisions meet 
your concurrence.— 

You will be so good as [to] point out to me any suggestions upon the 
mode of carrying on the business therein referr’d to, if any occur to you. 

I hope that Sir John Harvey and Governor Fairfield may continue 
peaceable neighbours during the Winter—the Reports to the contrary 
are, hitherto, without foundation|.] 

I am so glad the alarms upon your frontier had no real foundation 
either. 

I hear nothing of Militia clothing—the less spent upon this Force 
the better, from what I hear & see of it in this Province—our Engage- 
ments with It must, of course, be fulfilled. 

I shall be very glad to share in the information communicated by 
Lt. Jones of the 43d. Rg., for there is a very great dearth of it relative to 
the Upper Province, at Head QuartersJ.] 

There was not even one Plan, or Document of any value relating to 
the Upper Province, left for me. 

I hope Major Fraser will be able to assist me in this way. 

[Enclosure lacking.] 
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RUSSELL TO ARTHUR: L.S. 3p. 


Downing Street, |London.| [Marked “Duplicate No. 55.”] 

I enclose, herewith, a Correspondence which I ae had with the 
Secretary at War on the subject of your application to be allowed Staff 
Pay and Allowances as Major General on the Staff, in consideration of 
the Additional Military duties which had devolved on you in consequence 
of the recent state of affairs in British North America. [Marginal note 
reads: “C.O. 7. Decr. 1839. War Off: 19 (Dec. 1839) ] 

You will perceive that it was my wish that the indulgence which you 
sought should be conceded to you, but that it is only by setting aside a 
general rule of the Public Service, which has been established on public 
grounds, and which is on the whole beneficial, that such an object could 
be effected. 

This exception I should not feel myself justified in making; and as it is 
equally impracticable to adopt the alternative which has been pointed 
out by the Secretary at War, I am compelled to relinquish the expectation 
which I had formed that an arrangement of the nature you pointed out 
might be made in your favor. 


[Enclosures:] 


1839 
Dec. 7 
RUSSELL TO THE SECRETARY AT War [T. B. Macattay]: L. 3p. 
Downing Sireet. [London.| [Marked “Copy.”] 

The enclosed Papers relate to applications which I have 
received from Sir George Arthur & Sir John Harvey to be 
allowed Staff Pay and Allowances as Major Generals on the 
Staff in North America. Their claim is founded on the heavy 
& responsible Military duties which have devolved on them as 
Lt. Governors of Upper Canada & New Brunswick in conse- 
quence of the troubles in Canada, & the peculiar state of affairs 
on the frontiers of the two Provinces. My opinion is that 
they [sic] are strong reasons in support of such a claim in both 
instances and my first intention was to recommend the case to 
the favorable consideration of the Treasury. It has, however, 
appeared to me that it would be more convenient in the first 
instance to ascertain your opinion on the subject. You will 
be able to judge whether there is any objection to the grant of 
this indulgence to these two Officers, and it would be satis- 
factory to me to find that none existed of a nature which would 
prevent the arrangement which I am desirous of making in 
their favor. 


1839 
Dec. 19 
2 = Macattay To RusseELL: L. 5p. 
Var Office, its ondon.| [Marked “Copy.” 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 7. inst. with its enclosures herewith returned regarding 
the claims of Sir George Arthur and of Sir John Harvey to be 
allowed Staff Pay & allowances as Major-Generals on the Staff 
of North America, & to call your Lordship’s attention to the 
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rule which, under the sanction of the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies, as communicated in Lord Howick’s letter of the 
17. March 1832 has been observed with regard to Civil 
Governors of Colonies who are also Military Men, vizt., that 
they should be paid exclusively by Civil Salary without 
receiving either Staff Pay or Allowances of any description. 

If this rule were to be infringed in the cases of Sir George 
Arthur & Sir John Harvey who each hold only subordinate 
Military Commands, the responsibility for all Military Mea- 
sures in Upper Canada resting upon Sir Richard Jackson and 
in New Brunswick upon Sir Colin Campbell it would be 
difficult to maintain it in the instances of other Military Officers 
who are Civil Governors of Colonies but who also hold supreme 
Military Command in those Colonies. 

If it is your Lordship’s opinion that the present circum- 
stances of the North American Colonies have exacted from 
Sir G. Arthur & from Sir J. Harvey extraordinary Civil duties 
& unusual Military activity, not contemplated when they 
received their appointments & had their Civil Salaries fixed, 
& that on those grounds some augmentation of their incomes 
is advisable, I have the honor to submit to your Lordship that 
it would be expedient rather to give these Governors some 
addition to their Civil Salaries than by paying them in the 
manner suggested, depart from a rule, which, having been 
deliberately sanctioned by the Colonial Department, obtains 
universally in the British Colonies, with the single exception 
of the Civil Governor of Nova Scotia who was allowed to 
receive Staff Pay upon the discontinuance of the Garrison Pay 
of the Governor of Annapolis Royal, held also by him as Civil 
Governor of Nova Scotia. 


ARTHUR TO [THomson]: LB.5, p. 31. 


W. 


Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

All is quiet on the Niagara Frontier. 

I enclose for your perusal the latest information I have received from 
the London and Western Districts. 

With respect to the affidavit which Col Love encloses, it is made by 
a man certainly of good character, but I attach very little importance to 
it. You understand, I hope, that I am always ready to attend you at 
any moment, if required, and to be useful in any way you wish; but, 
otherwise, circumstanced as I am, I believe I shall render you the greatest 
service by being quiescent. 

[Enclosure lacking.] 


H. HaMILton To [ArTHUR]: A.L.S. 2p. 


London. 

In consequence of a note from Mr. Gairdner, saying there were some 
pacquets, addressed to you, at the Colonial Office, very large, and 
chargeable with heavy postage, I went thither, and found them of such 
suspicious character, as to desire they might be returned to the general 
Post Office, where I had two of them opened. They were four in number, 
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bore the Plymouth Post Mark, and were addressed to you as Lt. Gov. of 
Upper Canada, “‘to the care of Lord John Russell.’ The Postage was 
upwards of Twelve Pounds and had they been sent forward to you, it 
would, I imagine have been at least doubled. They were alike in appear- 
ance and weight. On opening two, I found they contained some dis- 
colored Wheat—and in one a Slip of Paper on which was written, ‘Vittoria 
Wheat—raised in a Garden in Ham Street, by J. W. planted (date, I 
forget) and cut” (date.) It was clear that this was the act of some 
blackguard, or Madman—-so I sent them in to Col. Maberley [7.e. Maber- 
ly] the Secretary—who said if I would write officially to him, and request 
(as your Agent) that they might be detained at the Post Office, it should 
be done. My letter to that effect is gone to him, and I trust you will 
hear no more of this matter, presuming that you will approve of what I 
have done. [Send wishes.] 


[Str] R. D. Jackson To Artuur: A.L.S. 


Montreal. {Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I should much wish to have Capt. Sterling stationed at Toronto, to 
assist Major Fraser in the general duties of the Or Mr. G. Department, 
until the Plan &c. promised me by the latter is completed and deliver’d. 


ARTHUR TO W. H. Draper: LB.4, p. 48. 


Toronto. 

I thank you for your note marked “Private & Confidential’. 

I did take the most anxious interest in the proceedings of the Com- 
mittees!; & so far from intending a superficial investigation, my object 
was the very reverse, & I hoped that the labors of the Commissioners 
would have reflected some credit on my Government. Had Reports 
been sent in to me that were not as full & as satisfactory as I expected I 
should certainly have referred them back to the Commission—but, 
circumstanced as I am, I cd. not now well interfere; in wh. I think you 
will agree with me[.] 


ARTHUR TO JOHN Montacu: LB.6, p. 71-78. 


Govt. House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

Thank you for your note, tho’ it was a very short one, of the 21st. 
October wh. I recd. two days ago with it’s [sic] enclosures from Forster. 

Yr. packet was forwarded by the Halifax Mail so that it did not 
reach me so soon as it otherwise wd. have done by a Month! The Horse 
Guards people indeed always send their Despatches that way—but the 
wiser heads in Downing Street generally transmit the Despatch Bags via 
New York—sending only Parliamentary Papers & such like Luggage by 
Halifax. Live & Learn!... 

[Discusses Forster’s correspondence, ‘‘for I have lost none of my 
relish for Hobart Town sayings & doings.’”’ Commends Gregory, 
although he took up Burnett’s and Bedford’s cases.] 


1Probably the commission and its committees appointed to investigate the government 


departments. 


(See itém 956.) A select committee of the House of Assembly, reporting on 


February 8, 1840, criticised the delay in the appointment of the commission, the incompleteness 
of the reports, and the personnel of the commission. See Appendix to Journal of the House of 
Assembly of Upper Canada... 1839-40... Volume 1. p. 53 ff. See also Report of the Depart- 
ment of Public Archives... 1945, p. 67. 


370 


TORONTO PUBLIC LIBRARIES 1839 


It must surely have been to shew that his charity extended to the 
very worst of his fellow creatures. He inflicted upon me, however, by 
his philanthrophy [sic] an immensity of anxiety & trouble—&, altho’ I knew 
I was right, I was at one time, soon after my arrival in London, afraid 
that both these cases wd. have gone agt. me. Still, I believe, Gregory 
acted from a good motive, & that is much more than I can say or every 
action of my own Life... [Comments on Forster’s energy and compe- 
tency, and if Montagu gets ‘“‘something else’, hopes Forster will be 
confirmed in his appointment.] Swanston, I perceive, takes the lead in 
the Council amongst the Unofficials, & to keep the Govt. in check in 
many matters. 

This is as it shd. be, &, in the end, Sir J. Franklin will thank him for it. 
It does a Governor good to feel the Curb a little, for the evil spirit gives 
every man in power spur enough[.] 

The affairs of the Colony seem quite as prosperous as ought to be 
expected, and compared with other ‘‘Nations of the earth” the people of 
V.D. Land have just cause of thankfulness— Compared with the 
Canadas they may, indeed, exalt [sc]. Gilbert Robertson’s incarcerration 
[sic] notwithstanding the unchristian Character it displays, I must say 
I read with pleasure—’tis like shutting up a wild beast—only being per- 
mitted the use of his pen, he is not so harmless. . . Never have I known 
such an embarrassing trial in the course of my life as I have undergone 
lately. I was going to say—it has driven me to my wits end, but that 
you will think rather a short journey perhaps. However fancy Lord 
J. Russel{l] some fine Summer Morning Landing in Hobart with Mr 
J. Stephen as his Chief Secry. producing His Commission as Govr. being 
at once Sworn in, & entering without any delay upon the administration 
of the Govt. and summoning the Legislature to assemble in a fortnight &, 
in the meantime, courting information & making enquiries through every 
channel whether Conservative, Whig|,] Reform or Radical—& then you 
will have a just idea of the Scene I have been passing through.— Not all 
the praises & encomiums that cd. be bestowed upon an officer cd. ever 
compensate for such an «ndurance—but literally I had no escape. Even 
supposing I had been regardless of the appeal made to me by H. M. Govt. 
to cooperate in the great measure of the Union—which one of the 
Ministers had left His office, pro tempore, expressly to effect—still, as a 
Major Genl on the Staff I was fixed until Ld. Hill permitted me to return 
to Engd 

The affair indeed has gone on well beyond all expectation. Mr. 
Thomson soon found that I had not only honestly done my duty towards 
the Queen’s Ministers by bringing about a better feeling than there had 
before existed, but that I had to such an extent devoted mysf to the 
business of the Country as to be so far popular & useful that he cd. not 
well do without me—& the grand measure of gaining the acquiescence of 
the Legislature to the Reunion of the Canadas has been effected. But 
that there might be no mistake about the matter, in a highly Conservative 
House of Assembly, as soon as the Resolutions for the Union was [sic] 
carried another Resolution immediately passed the House of Assembly 
expressive of the Ability, Uprightness & impartiallity [sc] with wh. the 
Lt. Govr. had administered the affairs of the Province].| 

As I understand the Duke of Wlellington] & Sir] Rf{obert] Pleel] 
consider the U[nion] a desirable measure it will no doubt be carried 
rapidly through the Imperial Plarliament] wh. will close my connection 
with U. C and at wh I shall heartily rejoice provided 1am not afterwards 
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overlooked—being in this part of the world I should like N.S & I have 
heard that it is likely to be open in the summer— _ The Cape of G. Hope 
I shd. prefer—it is not however probable that it will be vacant—but never 
shall I have such a Comd. again as this—for 12 Months I had 18,000 men 
under my orders & now have between 4 & 5000 British Troops & between 
3 & 4000 Incorporated Militia wh. are in as good order as Troops of the 
Line. I am really ashamed to write so much about Self but I think you 
wd. fancy it betrayed a want of confidence in yr. regard for me & mine 
if I did not expatiate on this subject—unhappily so painfully engrossing 
to all mankind... 

[Discusses the education of his sons: Charles who is backward through 
eye trouble, and Edward who is not industrious. Has warned Edward] 
that if He does not gain a Commission by his labour & talent He will wait 
a long time for it— I have had Letters written to all the Big Wigs at 
Sandhurst about Him but unless He exerts Himself all will be ineffectu- 
Ne 

[Asks about Montagu’s own affairs, & offers any service.] I can 
venture to say of you—that with one exception, you wd. do more work 
than all the Public Officers in this Province put together—& I am satis- 
fied that H. M. Govt. wd. find you one of the best men they cd. get to 
fill the office of Provincial Secy. for the United Provinces of Canada. 

I shall write you a short ‘‘business letter’’ as you call it in the morng. 

All my family have had colds & all are surprised I hear them say 
from time to time at not hearing from dear Jessy to whom I beg my most 
affectionate love. 


DuCHESS OF RICHMOND TO ARTHUR: L. 2p. 


Goodwood. 

The Duchess of Richmond presents her Compliments, to Sir George 
Arthur, and has taken the liberty of Enclosing some letter’s [sc] for Her 
Son. understanding He had kindly allowed them, to be sent in His Bag.— 


ARTHUR TO [JOHN] Montacu: L. 6p. 


Government House, Toronto. {Marked ‘‘Duplicate’’.] 

Now for my business letter... [Is surprised not to have heard from 
Mr. Parramore, ‘‘at least that he would have said that he had undertaken 
my affairs for a time—’’: is persuaded the proper course is the employ- 
ment of a paid agent, acting under the trustees, with perhaps the bank 
receiving and transmitting interest half yearly. In September had 
asked Mr. Hamilton to confer on Van Diemen’s Land concerns with 
Montagu] but, then I little imagined the evil days that were coming upon 
me by this visitation from the Governor General.— 

Should any thing happen to Mr. Parramore what would become of 
my funds, papers, deeds, &c &c... [Mentions Mr. O'Connor as being 
willing to serve. Asks for an opinion on requesting Sir John Pedder to 
act as a trustee, or whether Turnbull would be the man.] It is of the 
deepest importance to me to have all my matters now well arranged, for 
Iam not a young man and should not wish to make a voyage to Australia 
to look after my affairs... [Asks if Montagu still estimates £3,900 a 
year from the Cottage Green property. Refers to a query respecting 
the interest due from Forster for the land on which his house is erected, 
& recalls the circumstances and arrangements.| 
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ALEXANDER FRASER TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 3p. 


Toronto. 

In reference to the enquiries made by your Excellency yesterday as 
to the state of feeling which exists in the Eastern District of which I ama 
resident, I beg to state for the information of your Excellency that a 
great deal of the accrimony [sc] which unfortunately formler]ly existed 
has subsided, and the principal ground of dissatisfaction, which is worthy 
of notice is the subject of the Clergy Reserves, I must also state that the 
manner in which a portion of the lands set apart for the support of Educa- 
tion has been alienated from its original purpose has also caused much 
dis[s]atisfaction, notwithstanding these and some other matters, they 
have never in my opinion shaken the Loyalty of the people, and I firmly 
believe that the great bulk of them can be depended upon and will defend 
the Country against any foe whether from without or within; the popu- 
lation exceeds 28,000 out of which an Effective force of Four thousand 
could at all times be depended upon in case of invasion or rebellion but 
who could not long remain from their homes without causing some 
inconvenience to their families|.] 


C. A. HAGERMAN To S. B. Harrison: A.L.S. 


Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I send you Mr. Woodruffes [sic] Letter—and am exceedingly vexed at 
the accident by which it passed out of my hands.— I can only repeat 
now that the mistake that has occurred is imputable to me and not to you. 


[Enclosure:] 


1839 
Aug. 26 
W{ILL1A]M WooDRUFF TO FRANCIS HIN[c|]Ks: A.L.S. 4p. 


St. Davids. 

I acknowledge the receiving your favour of the 14th Inst. 
on the subject of calling a District Meeting, we have been 
endeavouring to come to some arrangement with Mr Merritt 
and others but do not exactly agree. he—M—is a good 
Nicodemus deciple [sic] coming by night but a fraid or a 
shamed to be identified with us, however we shall have a 
prelimanny [stc] Meeting on Saturday Next to endeavour to 
agree on the important point namely ‘‘Responsibility’’[.] You 
should have a little more ‘‘wisdom of the serpent” before you 
are able to diplomate with Merritt, we do not exactly agree 
with you that reformers should be quite so docile as Merritt. 
[the following phrase is here deleted: ‘“‘or any other double 
dealer’’] may think fit to place[?] us, neither is it exactly con- 
sistant [szc] or necessary that we should compromise principle 
to add numbers to our Party[?], the business will be w[h]Jether 
Lord Durhams report is approved of or not, Merritt cannot go 
back with any appearance whatever. he must work with us 
he will endeavour with all his subtility [s¢c] to mount the Car 
and drive, either him or me must fial [szc] [the following phrase 
is here deleted: ‘“‘if he does’) in that respect, we will receive 
him on equa! terms subject to the opinion of the Majority of 
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the friends—many of us cannot understand why you should 
think it necessary to endorse to the publick the names of three 
Tory Candidates—Scobie Dallar[?} & Mathewson, and not 
mention the name of one reformer. you may be right but I 
am afraid that you will neuterlise [sic] measures so that we shall 
have little or no good from a New Election[;] as to Rykert I 
have not heard from him but am told he will be against re- 
sponsible Govermt[.] I think we shall get such men as you 
Mention Lockhart and others which when obtained on correct 
principles will greatly add to our strenght [sic] but I must say 
I think it is no use of so much inquiry or beating the bush as 
you and Mr Merritt think, I know why he wants it. because 
he does not wish to Identify himself with men who heretofore 
has [sic] had all sorts of abuse heaped upon them, it is to[o] 
grand a Lyons [sic] Leap for him, but he must eithef come to 
it or receed [sic]. I have only room to say that I saw Mr 
Lafontane [stc] DeWitt and many others. I said that responsi- 
bility would be carried here next Election but many would be 
returned under it that would work against its usefulness. I 
was much pleased particularly with Lafontane. who says 
unless they are in some measure disfranchised that they will 
within 6 or 8 return about the same house as usuall;] he 
particularly cautioned us not to put faith at present in our 
heretofore political ennemy [sic] but such members as can be 
depended upon even if that number were few and if a union 
took place with the Lower Canfa]dfiJan members we should 
have a large majority of reformers. 


{ 1088 ] [JAMES FitzGrppon] To [J. G. FitzGrepon]: 25p. and 2p. 
[1840?]1 [Place not stated.} 
Hints to a son on his receiving his first Commission in a Regiment 
serving in the Canadas— By an old Woodsman... 


[This item is really two documents in different handwritings. Taken 
together they form a manuscript copy, with slight variations, of Appen- 
dix VI in A veteran of 1812: the life of James FitzGibbon. By Mary Agnes 
FitzGibbon. Toronto. 1894. (Second edition Toronto. 1898.) In the 
printed copy the smaller of the present two documents is incorporated in 
the body of the larger one.| 


{1089 | Jonas JONEs TO ArTHUR: A.L.S. 2p. 


[ 1840 ] [Place not stated.] 

[c. Jan. | Since I parted from you, I have reflected upon the subject of your 
communication respecting Mr. Sherwood and I am quite satisfied that 
you have misunderstood him— He alluded I think to an appointment 


1The date may be late 1839, or 1840. In the life of FitzGibbon referred to above the 
author states: ‘“‘The knowledge of woodland warfare acquired during these two campaigns on 
the frontier of Canada [812-14], bore fruit in after years in a paper written for the advice of 
his second son, when in 1840 he obtained for him a commission in the 24th Regiment . . . then 
serving in Canada. The ‘Hints,’ as he calls the letter, were printed for private circulation 
among his soldier friends.’’ The date of the gazette of his son, James Gerald FitzGibbon, 
however, was October 25, 1839. 


374 


[ 1090 ] 


Jan. 2 


[ 1091 ] 


VGhite F 


{ 1092 ] 


Jan. 4 


TORONTO PUBLIC LIBRARIES 1840 


as a Member of the Legislative Council on his retirement from the 
Bench—and not to the appointment of Speaker as you supposed— 


ARTHUR TO SiR R. [D. Jackson]: LB.5, p. 32. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

At length I have the pleasure to send a map of this Province of which 
I beg your acceptance. It is certainly the best we have & is corrected 
down to the present time. 

I enclose a confidential memorandum which contains the most accu- 
rate information I have been able to form of the political state of the 
population of the several districts. The ‘‘Minutes,’”’ on which it is 
framed, I made from time to time during our troubles, and have no doubt 
of its general accuracy— At the same time, I think, ever since the out- 
rages committed by the Brigands in November & December 1838, that a 
better spirit has been springing up in many parts of Upper Canada. 

The scale of the St. Lawrence on this Map is not large enough for you, 
I have therefore caused one on a larger scale to be drawn in the Survey 
Department— It is finished and will be forwarded by the next mes- 
senger— 

Maps of the Niagara and St Clair are, also, in progress for you—these 
are considered our most vulnerable points. 

{The “confidential memorandum” mentioned is possibly item 756.] 


ARTHUR TO [Sir R, D? JAcKson}: LB.5, p: 33: 


Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I recd. this morning yr note marked Private of the 29 Decr{.} 

Captain Sterling has arrived at Toronto & will be stationed Here 
until you desire a change in his destination|.] 

You may be assured I shall not fail to recollect yr kind wishes re- 
specting Him. 

I have been anxious to make some enquiry respecting the S[c]heme[?] 
proposed to you by the Dy. Qr Master respecting the charge of the 
Militia in this Province enclosed in yr Letter of the 26th.—but hope to be 
able to write upon it Tomorrow. 

Allis quiet in the Province & on the Frontier—I have now no appre- 
hension in this quarter,—provided nothing springs up in the Lower 
Province or with Sir John Harvey{.] 


ARTHUR TO Sik R. D, JAcKson: LB.5, p. 33-34. 


Toronto. 

I now forward the Map of the St. Lawrence which is valuable at all 
events for its accuracy].] 

There are no movements on the Niagara Frontier to occasion the least 
anxiety. Nor is there any thing new from the London District—indeed 
since the Brigand invasions at Prescott & Sandwich, and the awful 
consequences upon the perpetrators of those outrages, there has been, in 
my opinion, a progressive return to tranquillity & public confidence. 

I received, this morning, the accompanying note from Colonel Airey 
who appears to attach some little consequence to an expression in it’s [sic] 
enclosure, from General Brady, of the United States service. That there 
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are persons who still adhere to what they are pleased to call the ‘Patriot 
Cause,” I do not doubt—but it is impossible to suppose they will venture 
to disturb us, unless encouraged by some commotion in the Province, or 
some rupture between the Governments. 

The Governor General has requested me to express my opinion, as 
to our probable want of arms accoutrements, clothing &c. as well as the 
Militia force necessary to be kept up. These are points very difficult to 
speak upon, because they must be influenced by many considerations. I 
incline towards a Peace Establishment—but I think a portion of our 
militia shd be retained on service for another year at least. 

[Enclosure lacking. | 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 34. 


Toronto. (Marked ‘Private & Confidential.’’] 

I sent for Mr Cartwright as soon as you left me & urged upon him 
just what I mentioned to you I would do. He consented, as you are of 
course aware, in the course of the afternoon, to many alterations, & the 
address has now gone into Committee. It will not be possible, I think, 
to avoid some Address; and the Govt must, therefore, make the best of 
it—would you object to sketch off such an address as you think would not 
damage what has been done, and yet would or should satisfy the House? 
If not, pray send it as early as you conveniently can in the morning, & 
allow me to use it as my own, & I will endeavour to get it adopted. 


THOMSON To [ARTHUR]: A.L.S, 


[Toronto.| {Marked ‘‘Confidential’’.] 

Many thanks for your note. Mr. Cartwright’s word is not worth a 
pinch of snuff and the only way to treat such a fellow is to beat him and 
show him up, which if I have any power, I will do. 

The only recommendations I can consent to are those mentioned by 
the Solr. Genl. in his note to me, the English Language, the Seat of Govt., 
and the tenure of seats in the L. C., which last has already been agreed to 
by me. I have informed the Solr. Genl. that these are my terms for the 
Govt. people at least. Mr. Cartwright of course, as leader of the oppo- 
sition must take his own course. 


ARTHUR TO COLONEL [J.F.] LovE: LB.4, p. 49. 


Govt. House, Toronto. {Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I thank you for the information contained in your letter of the 
3rd inst— The weather has been severe, but the season is really quite 
delightful. The information Genl Brady conveys I had already received. 

Many years will elapse before public confidence will be restored; but 
I scarcely think, whilst we have so large a force in the Province, that there 
will be any hostile movement. 

It will afford me pleasure If I can be of service to Mr Cahill; but ] 
feel so-much hurt at the neglect with which my pressing application in 
favor of Major Bloomfield was treated by our late Commander of the 
Forces that I do not think I shall be induced to ask any such favour again 
for anyone. 
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[ 1096 | [Str] R.D. JAcKSON To ARTHUR: A.L.S. 4p. 


Jan. 9 Montreal. [Marked ‘Private’’.] 

I have to thank you, and do so very sincerely, for your kind recol- 
lection of me in sending the Upper Canada Map and Plan of the course of 
the St Lawrence, both of which duly & safely arrived— 

I am, of course, very desirous of conning over all the Plans &c of your 
Province to acquire information that may be of use in my future Tour 
through it.— 

We shall have a quiet Winter I hope throughout the extensive Frontier 
Line of these Provinces— 

The Vagabonds from Maine are working away in a very industrious 
manner on the St. Johns and Fish River but, if I am not mistaken, much 
that they have been doing may prove beneficial to Us, if serious operations 
should become necessary to repel them— They have made Roads. 

I hope however for Peace— We have had sufficient experience of 
the horrors of War in this part of the World, and the impossibility of 
turning its Events to the advantage of either Party... 

[P.S.] I hope Cap. Sterling assistance to the Or. M G. in Upper 
Canada will enable Him to put together the expected Plans for his Office. 


[ 1097 } THOMSON TO [ARTHUR]: A.L.S. 


[ Jan. 10 | [Toronto.| {Marked ‘‘Confidential’”’.] 

I have heard some circumstances since my return home, which induce 
me to think that you had better not see the Atty Genl. until after he has 
been with me tomorrow morning, as interference may probably be 
unnecessary, and if so, it is well that he should not know that the matter 
has gone beyond my ears. I will let you know what passes. 


[ 1098 | THomsoN To [ArtTHUR]: A.L.S. 


[ Jan. 112} [Toronto.| 
Yesterday I got information of a Gentleman living here distributing 
Commissions in the Patriot army and abetting|[?] for General Montgomery. 
I laid my plans, and had him and his friends caged this morning, & he 
will be taken immediately before the Executive Council. I hope that 
we shall get evidence to bring him to punishment'.. . 
[P.S.] I have not seen the Atty Genl. yet. 


[ 1099 } C. A. HAGERMAN TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 2p. 
Jan. 12 [Place not stated.| 
I have sent my letter to the Governor General which I hope he will 
shew you. 


I never saw any Memorandum containing the details of the bill— 
I understand the Governor General gave the outline of the measure to 
Mr. Draper but I have not seen it to this day— Mr. Draper I believe 
has it now.— 

I have consulted with one whose happiness it is my duty to consider— 
and if without compromising my character or principles you could secure 


'The dating of the document is based on the fact that Livingston Palmer and Hiram Munn 
were brought before the Executive Council on such a charge on January 11, 1840, and were 
committed for further examination. 
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The Vacant Judgeship for me I should not refuse it. I will write a 
separate letter on this subject if you desire it.— 
With grateful recollection of your kindness[.] 


C. A. HAGERMAN TO THOMSON. 


[See item 1108.] 


ARTHUR TO C. A. HAGERMAN: LB.4, p. 49. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

Mr Justice Sherwood is still desirous to retire from the Bench, & it is 
my intention, in the course of this day, to call the attention of the 
Governor General to the subject. 

Referring, therefore, to my having, some months ago, offered to 
appoint you in succession, I shall have great pleasure, if you desire it, in 
communicating the same to the Governor General & I have no doubt, 
upon my recommendation, His Excellency will confer the appointment 
upon you. 


. A. HAGERMAN TO ARTHUR: L. 2p 


Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Copy.”’] 

I beg to express to you my grateful thanks for your very kind note of 
this morning, offering to recommend me to the Governor General to fill 
the vacancy on the Bench which will probably soon occur by the retire- 
ment of Mr Justice Sherwood. 

Were I a few years younger than I am, I should not hesitate to decline 
the offer, but I am becoming sincerely desirous of quitting the bustle of 
political contest, & am, therefore, induced, after consultation with my 
friends to accept the proposal your Excellency has been pleased to make 
to me. 

It is most gratifying’ to me that Your Excellency should be the 
fourth Governor of this Province who (unsolicited by me) has offered the 
same honourable and distinguished Situation— Sir Peregrine Mait- 
land—Sir John Colborne—& Sir Francis Head having in succession done 
so: and in fact I filled the office for a year after the dismissal of Mr Willis, 
upon the confirmation of whose removal 1 was appointed Solicitor 
General. 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 35-36. 


Toronto. 

Mr Justice Sherwood called upon me a few days since, and reminded 
me of the application he had made to be allowed to retire from the Bench 
in consequence of the infirmity of sight under which he labors. 

On reference to the records in the Civil Secretary’s Office, Your 
Excellency will find that I communicated some months since with the 
Secretary of State upon Mr Sherwood’s application; and, being favorably 
entertaitred by Her Majesty’s Government, it was accordingly noted in 
the Memorandum for messages to the House of Assembly;— having 
led Mr Sherwood to understand that I would recommend his case, I feel 
it a duty to one of the most respectable Functionaries in the Province, 
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so far to acquit myself of that obligation as to solicit your Excellency’s 
attention to the matter— and, anticipating your kind acquiescence, I 
have this morning intimated to the Attorney General that, if it were his 
wish, I would bring his name under your notice as Mr Sherwood’s suc- 
cessor. 

I have now the honour to enclose a copy of my note to Mr Hagerman, 
with his answer, & I beg to add that, if the Attorney General is promoted 
to the Bench, your Excellency will have had the satisfaction of rewarding 
a very old & meritorious public servant, who acquired and retained the 
confidence of a long list of Your Excellency’s Predecessors in the adminis- 
tration of Upper Canadal|.| 

[Enclosures referred to are apparently items 1100 and 1101.] 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5,  p.35. 


[Toronto.| [Marked ‘‘Confidential’’.] 

Since I left you, I have had two interviews with Mr. Hagerman, and, 
at length, have this moment received the enclosed letter from him which 
I forward without the delay of copying. 

If you will be so good as to return it to me any time this evening, I 
will write a demi-official to you early in the morning upon the subject. 
I have used every precaution, & it will be for you to consider when the 
subject shall be made public. 

[Enclosure referred to is probably item 1104.] 


C. A. HAGERMAN To ArtTHUR: A.LS. 


[Toronto.| [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

It strikes me that it would be more convenient if my proposed appoint- 
ment were not made public until Mr. Justice Sherwoods retirement was 
effected ;—of course this is merely a suggestion of mine to be acted upon 
or not as you may think best. 


THOMSON To [ARTHUR]: A.L.S. 2p. 


[Toronto.| [Marked ‘‘Confidential’’.] 

I am very much obliged to you indeed for the friendly assistance you 
have given me in arranging this matter, which relieves me from great 
embarrassment, for I should have regretted the necessity of turning 
Hagerman out, tho’ after what had passed, J could not have avoided it. 

I return his letter and will be much obliged to you to write me the 
letter you propose, tomorrow. I can send you such an answer as will 
please Hagerman, and put the thing in a satisfactory way before the 
world. 

With regard to the time, the sooner the thing is done the better, and 
I doubt whether it will not be the best way to put Sherwood’s pension at 
once upon the Crown Revenues, and abstain from applying to the 
Assembly at all. I will look over the dispatches and decide this before 
tomorrow morning. However, should it be necessary to apply to the 
Assembly, all I ask of Haggerman [sic] is that he should abstain from 
attendance there pending the retirement of the Judges being settled 
either by the vote of the Union, or by the Crown to which I should of 
course go as a last resource. 
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I was at dinner when your note reached me which has prevented me 
from replying to it, till now. 


ARTHUR TO C. A. HAGERMAN: LB.4, p. 50. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I enclose copy of a letter which I addressed yesterday to the Governor 
General together with his Excellency’s answer, just received, which, I 
hope, will be in every respect satisfactory to you[.] 

[Enclosures referred to are probably items 1102 and 1111.] 


C. A. HAGERMAN To ARTHUR: A.L.S. 


Toronto. 

The kind interest your Excellency has on many occasions taken in 
matters relating to myself personally—and feeling moreover that it is my 
duty to apprise vou of the grounds on which I find myself compelled to 
with hold my assent to the bill introduced by order of the Governor 
General into the House of Assembly for the disposal of the Clergy Re- 
serves, I have taken the liberty to enclose you the Copy of a letter I 
addressed to His Excellency on that subject on the 12th. Instant — 


[Enclosure:| 


1840 
Jan 12 
C. A. HAGERMAN TO THE GOVERNOR GENERAL [THOMSON]: 
Ae Ss 0 aps 
Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Copy’’.] 

Since I had the honor of an interview with your Excellency 
on Saturday last I have still further considered the bill brought 
in by the Solicitor General for the disposal of the Clergy 
Reserves, and can assure your Excellency that I should have 
felt sincere satisfaction could I have discovered any reason 
for abandoning the objections I entertain to the details of the 
Measure[;] on the contrary reflection seems only to strengthen 
and confirm them.— 

I cannot help regretting that an opportunity had not been 
afforded me of inspecting the bill before it was introduced, 
but I was not aware that any objectionable principle had 
been embodied in it, to which I could not assent, until after it 
was printed, and placed in my hands in the same manner that 
it was made known to members wholly unconnected with the 
Government, after the first reading— I do not complain of 
this—it doubtless was accidental—had it been otherwise 
however, the present embarrassment might possibly have 
been avoided.— 

The position I have for many years occupied with reference 
to this important question is well known.— My desire has 

“~ been to protect the constitutional rights, and extend the use- 
fulness of the Church of England in this Province, at the same 
time being perfectly willing to make every concession to other 
denominations of Christians, that a conscientious man could 
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be reasonably required to make:—if in continuing to act on 
these principles I could imagine that I was wilfully creating 
embarras[s]}ment to the Government, I should not hesitate a 
moment in making a Voluntary tender of my resignation of 
my Office—earned by twenty five years of faithful Service to 
my Sovereign—but I do not feel this to be the case— _ Still as 
I have already intimated to your Excellency, if your Excellency 
thinks that in retaining my opinions I have rendered myself 
obnoxious to that policy which is now understood to be intro- 
duced into Colonial Governments, it of course rests with Your 
Excellency to take such steps as in your opinion the public 
service requires— whatever the decision may be—I shall 
respectfully submit to it.— 

I trust your Excellency will indulgently over-look the 
liberty I have taken in addressing this communication to 
yourself.— 


C. A. HAGERMAN TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 3p. 


Toronto. 

I have this moment received your note of this day enclosing a copy 
of your letter to the Governor General recommending my appointment 
to the office of Judge of the Queens Bench on the retirement of Mr. 
Justice Sherwood, and His Excellencys reply in which he obligingly 
acquiesces in your recommendation.— 

It is unnecessary for me I am sure to say that I am deeply sensible 
of the kind interest you have taken in obtaining for me the distinguished 
and honorable Office to which I am about to be appointed, and that I 
shall ever feel grateful for it:—and I beg you will do me the additional 
favour to convey to the Governor General my assurance that I feel very 
sensibly the kind manner in which he has expressed his readiness to 
concur in my promotion:— _ Iam well aware that I have established no 
claims on His Excellency for so great a favour.— 

In concluding this correspondence I trust I may be permitted to advert 
to the official connection that has existed between us since your Excel- 
lencys assumption of the Government of this Province, and which is now 
about to terminate.— 

In giving to your Excellencys administration the best support in my 
power, I can truly declare that I have done so from a thorough conviction, 
that your Excellency in every act that has come under my observation, 
[has] been influenced by a determination to do justice to all:—by an 
earnest and anxious desire to promote the happiness of the people placed 
under your charge—and to maintain and perpetuate their connection 
with the British Empire—and my prayer is that you may be blest and 
happy throughout your future life.— 


THomson TO ArTHuR: A.L.S. 2p. 


Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I have already had Mr. Justice Sherwood’s papers before me, and 
under the circumstances of his case, I could entertain no doubt of the 
propriety of acceding to his wish to be allowed to retire, or of that of 
providing for the usual allowance being made to him; and I have only 
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delayed acting in the matter from some doubt as to the fund upon which 
the allowance should be charged. Having now determined this point, 
I will today apprize Mr. Sherwood of it, and his retirement may take 
place immediately. 

It would have been my duty to have offered the seat upon the bench 
thus vacant to the Attorney General, but I shall now have additional 
pleasure in doing so, knowing that it is your wish, and that the promotion 
will be agreeable to him. 

I believe that in point of form I ought to be in possession of Mr. 
Justice Sherwood’s resignation before I communicate with the Attorney 
General, but as you have already interested yourself in this matter, you 
will perhaps be good enough to say that I consider the case as settled, 
and that his appointment will take place without any delay. 


ARTHUR TO SIR R. D. JAcKson: LB.5, p. 37-41. 


Government House, Toronto. 

With reference to the memorandum from the Dy Or Master General 
which you were so kind as to enclose in your letter of the 26 Ultimo, I 
incidentally learnt that a correspondence had been passing between the 
Asst Quarter Master General at Toronto, and the Dy Quarter Master 
General at Montreal respecting the duties of that Department in con- 
nection with the militia Force embodied in this Province and I desired 
the Asst Qr Master General would furnish me with copies of the same 
that I might fully understand the whole question. 

Having considered them with attention, I have extracted the main 
points which you will find embodied in the accompanying memorandum, 
& upon which I beg to trouble you with some remarks. 

Major Fraser, being on particular Service, was, by a General order 
dated 9th. July 1838, ordered to proceed to Toronto, and be attached to 
the Quarter Master General’s Department.— On his arrival, he took 
charge of the whole detail, whether for the Regular Troops or Militia, & 
Captain Halkett’s appointment as Asst Qr Master General of Militia 
ceased. Captain Markham’s appointment as Dy Asst Or Master General 
took place the 24th August. 1838.— 

In the winter of 1838, when so large a militia Force was suddenly 
called out, the duties were, for some time, severe upon all the Depart- 
ments; but, certainly, not more so upon the Or Master General’s Depart- 
ment than upon either the Military Secretary’s, the Adjutant General's, 
the Commissariat,—or the Ordnance,—for, during the exigency of the 
moment, the arrangements in the several Military Districts, were made 
upon the responsibility of the officers commanding, & by them, generally, 
the militia were billeted or quartered;—the terms on which Quarters were 
taken being reported to the officer in charge of the Qr Master General’s 
Department at Toronto. 

No officer, however, could display more zeal, or evince more desire to 
promote the good of the service than Major Fraser. 

Thus matters continued—the Staff being for some time unquestion- 
ably inadequate, & subjected to very arduous labour—until the great 
pressure of our troubles was over, and two thirds of the Militia Force 
were sent to their homes. 

It was subsequent to that event that the question was first raised 
whether the Asst Or Master General could be expected to take charge, so 
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far as his Department was concerned, of the militia Force which con- 
tinued embodied. 

Major Fraser submitted that it was not the case in the Lower Prov- 
ince, where a separate Staff had been authorized, but, as I knew the 
Department was more than competent to conduct the duty, I could not 
feel justified in recommending a distinct staff for the militia, the expence 
of which would necessarily, primarily, if not eventually, fall upon the 
Military Chest. 

It was under these circumstances, I apprehend, that the question has 
been agitated by the Asst Qr Master General in his correspondence with 
the Head of his Department—after having first addressed a letter to the 
Asst Military Secretary, of which a copy is enclosed. 

As the Asst Qr Master General states in his letter to the Dy Qr 
Master General (what he has more than once admitted to me) that one 
officer with two clerks is quite sufficient to do the duty of the Department 
at Toronto (without reference of course to the mapping at present in 
hand) you will not think it unreasonable that I should have suggested, 
if a second officer was stationed in Toronto, it should be upon the under- 
standing that he should do the duties connected with the militia Force, 
as a remedy for the Asst Or Master General’s objection to do the duty 
himself; but as, in his last letter to Colonel Gore, Major Fraser now 
desires to have the whole duties under his own control, you will, I hope, 
have no objection to that arrangement. 

There will be, I trust, no necessity for again bringing out the militia 
in large force; but, if it should be necessary, and the expence is to be 
again borne, in the first instance, by Great Britain, I can, from past 
experience, confidently express it to be of the utmost importance that 
every responsibility, essential for the good conduct of the military 
Service, should be at once thrown upon the superior officers of H. M. 
Forces in command of Districts—the regular Staff being, of course, 
temporarily encreased, if necessary, to meet the exigency of the moment. 

In this way alone can expense be kept down, and justice done to her 
Majesty’s Government at a time when every body in this country appears 
to strive to make the best market for himself. 

With respect to Major Fraser’s proposition that he should be 
appointed Or Master General of the Militia by a General Order, and that 
by another General Order, Departmental Officers should be required to 
acknowledge his signature as such, and that he shd correspond with the 
Secretary at War upon Militia subjects, I cannot but express my surprize! 

The officers of the Regular Staff are neither expected nor desired to 
interfere with the sedentary militia, and there can be no necessity for the 
appointment of a Quarter Master General for any such reasons as are 
assigned by Major Fraser. 

The orders issued by the Asst Adjt General, or by the Asst Military 
Secretary, having reference to the embodied Militia, are as cordially & as 
promptly attended to by Departmental Officers, as though they referred 
to the Regular Force, and so are the instructions issued by the Asst Qr 
Master General, so far as I know, when signified to be “‘by Command’’— 
the omission of which words, alone, by that officer having, I find, in two 
or three instances, occasioned some delay. 

Assistance is certainly required by the Asst Adjutant General at 
Toronto, & I think it would be highly conducive to the good of the service, 
if you would be pleased to approve of Captain Sterling’s being attached 
to that Department, and of Ensign Colville’s being attached to the Asst 
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Qr Master General, to assist in the general duties of the Department—as 
well as in mapping which is highly important: by this arrangement, both 
offices would be perfectly efficient for every duty. 

The Dy Qr Master General’s Memorandum, with the remarks made 
upon it by Major Fraser, having been referred to Dy Commissary General 
Knowles, that officer’s observations are thereto annexed. 

There is one further question raised, as it seems to me unnecessarily, 
by Major Fraser’s ‘‘Remarks’’ as to the extent of the authority of the 
Commander of the Forces over the militia. 

Unless during War, or at a moment of actual invasion—when, I 
apprehend, there can be no doubt that unlimited power over every 
description of armed force is, for the common safety, vested in, & exercised 
by the Commander of the Forces—the Militia whether embodied, or 
otherwise, are, by Law, placed under the authority of the officer ad- 
ministering the Government, and the Governor General at this moment 
exercises that authority in this Province—but, though occasional incon- 
venience may arise, in determining the exact limit to which the authority 
of the Civil Governor extends, yet, I apprehend, where the good of the 
Queen’s Service is the first consideration, no insurmountable difficulty 
will be found. At all events such was not the case during the eventful 
period of my administration of this Province, & in some respects it is not 
possible that the same points for discussion can again occur. 

When the militia Law was amended last year, I recommended that 
when any portion of the Militia was embodied for active service, it should 
be placed under the orders of the Commander of the Forces, but to this 
the House of Assembly would not then accede—deeming it, except in case 
of war, or at a period of actual invasion,—unconstitutional. 

In Lower Canada the difficulty has been avoided, or is understood to 
be avoided, by calling the Provincial force ‘‘Volunteers”’, but that cannot 
be done in Upper Canada where every able-bodied man is, by Law, 
mustered in some militia Regiment. 

I mentioned to you, you will perhaps recollect, that much required to 
be amended in the militia system of this Province, and I hope the Law 
may be revised during the present Session. 

[Enclosures lacking.] 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 36-37. 


Government House, Toronto. 

I enclose and beg you will have the kindness to peruse the memorial 
of Mr Geo. Robt Grassett [7.e. Grasett], an Asst Surgeon of the 2nd. 
Incorporated Regt of Militia, soliciting a commission in the Medical 
Department of the Army. 

This gentleman is the son of Dr Henry Grassett, a Deputy Inspector 
General of Hospitals who, after long and honourable service, retired upon 
half pay, and, for many years, has resided in the Canadas. 

Mr George Grassett is not only a very amiable person, but is, pro- 
fessionally, skilful, as the testimonials he produces abundantly shew. 

Some dependance is placed on the successful issue of the Memorial, 
if recommended by me to Sir James MacGregor |[7.e. McGrigor], & 
strengthened by the personal exertions of Lord Seaton. But I am very 
far from feeling any confidence unless your Excellency will have the 
kindness to take the matter in hand. 
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During my administration it has been my anxious duty to look care- 
fully into this community; & by no one has my attention been more 
pleasingly attracted than by the Brother of this Memorialist, the Revd. 
Henry Grassett, whose whole course of life & conduct are most consistent 
with his sacred calling. 

Your Excellency has had some opportunity of personally estimating 
the worth of this Clergyman, and, on that account, I venture, with less 
reluctance, to request you will have the kindness to intercede with Lord 
John Russell to procure for his brother Mr Geo. Robt Grassett a com- 
mission in the Medical Department of the army. 

Tho’ not formally, yet essentially, Dr Skey certifies that the Memori- 
alist is highly qualified professionally,—and, with reference to his father’s 
services, his claims are very strong, & I am satisfied such an appointment, 
conferred just now upon a Canadian, would be greatly appreciated, & 
therefore I take a lively interest in the success of the Memoriall.] 

[Enclosure lacking. ] 


Jlonas] JoNEs To ArTHUR: A.L.S. 3p. 


Toronto. 

I propose sending the inclosed to the Gov. Genl. if you have no 
objections and think I should do so— 

I can not conceive what his Excy referred to unless it was my refusal 
with Mrs. Jones to attend his evening party— The reason I did not 
and which I explained to you, was because he had not treated me or 
Mrs. Jones in the manner I considered due to my station as Speaker of 
the Council in not asking me to his first official dinner and not inviting 
Mrs. Jones to dinner when others not of the same rank were so invited— 
All this I will state in the event of an answer which will warrant it— 

[Enclosure lacking.] 


ARTHUR TO Mr JustTICcE [JONAS] JoNEs: LB.4, p. 50. 


Government House, |Toronto.| {Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I adverted, as I considered quite privately, to you the feeling which 
the Governor General expressed to me because I was satisfied, if you 
were aware of any cause, you would in a quiet way, when an opportunity 
offered, remove it. 

From your explanation last evening, it certainly appeared to me—if 
His Excellency intimated a wish that you would, as Speaker, occasionally 
call upon him, & you omitted to do so, that the full extent of his remarks 
to me is fully accounted for. 

The expression was not ill used—but has not used me well—or quite 
well—: on such ground I should think any such communication to be 
quite unnecessary. 


Ha J. GRASETT 76 ARTHUR: Allo, Sp, 


Toronto. 

I am very sensible of the deep obligations I am under to the Governor 
General for his kindness in acceding to your Excellency’s request & for 
the very obliging & flattering terms in which he has been pleased to 
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express himself in regard to myself personally. I have in accordance 
with your suggestion addressed a note of thanks to His Excellency. 

Dr. Shortt informs me that according to the regulations of the Service, 
the only appointment which can be given to my brother is that of Assis- 
tant Surgeon either in a Regt. or on the Staff. In either case the rank, 
emoluments, & prospects of promotion are much the same, consequently 
there is scarcely any choice between them & it may perhaps be best to 
allow the Director-General himself to determine to which of the two he 
shall be appointed. 

I cannot adequately express the warm emotions of gratitude I must 
ever entertain towards your Excellency for the many proofs I have re- 
ceived of your friendship & regard. And I can truly say that the assur- 
ance of my possessing in any degree the esteem of your Excellency will 
always afford me, to the end of my life, a subject of the most pleasing & 
grateful reflection— 


ARTHUR TO Sir R. D. Jackson: LB.5, p. 42-43. 


Government House, [Toronto.| [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I have just addressed you upon the question raised by Major Fraser 
respecting the charge of the Militia so far as the Or Master General’s 
Department is concerned. 

It is right you should know that Major Fraser considered himself 
unjustly overlooked when Honors & promotions were given last year to 
his juniors. I wrote to Sir John strongly upon the subject, and he kindly 
recommended Major Fraser, as I believe, but unsuccessfully— the conse- 
quence has been that, from being the most zealous officer, the Asst Or. 
Master General became indisposed to do more than was absolutely 
required of him,—and hence the difficulty about the militia. 

I have rather feared that the matter would not have quietly termi- 
nated as it has done, but I am in the hope all will now be right again. 

There has, occasionally, been some little want of official form in the 
communications of the Asst Or Master General, and it would appear some 
expectation of additional pay for acting for the militia duties has been 
entertained—this I believe has occasioned the ‘‘observations” made by 
the Dy Commissary General. 


ARTHUR TO Sir R. D. JAcKson: LB.5, p. 43. 


Government House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I enclose for your perusal and information copies of two Reports made 
by Mr Jones who has returned from his expedition. 

His Reports to the Chief Secretary are more detailed; but those which 
I enclose contain the substance of them. 

It would seem that all is quiet, & professions of good feeling are 
liberally made; but I place no dependance in them, & am convinced that 
a very little matter would raise a storm adverse to us, in almost every one 
of the Eastern, Northern, & Western States. 

I shall be glad to find the affair settled between Sir John Harvey & 
Governor Fairfield[.] The advice given in the “memorandum” is very 
good; but it had been better, perhaps, not thus officially to have contem- 
plated a rupture. 

[Enclosures lacking. ] 


386 


i119] 
Jan. 18 


[ 1120 | 
Jan. 18 


TORONTO PUBLIC LIBRARIES 1840 


ARTHUR TO THoMSON: LB.5, p. 42. 


Government House, Toronto. 

I am much obliged to you for allowing me to see the Quebec Mercury 
which I beg to return. 

The ‘‘memorandum”’ appeared in the ‘“‘Patriot’’ last evening, & in 
looking into the Albion, I find the cause of issuing it is explained by the 
correspondence which appears to have passed between Sir John Harvey 
& Governor Fairfield.— I sincerely hope that matters may terminate 
well in that quarter— I thought Sir John was keeping, not taking 
possession of the Disputed Territory. 


H[enry] DunpAs To [ArTHUR]: A.L.S. 4p. 


Kingston. 
I yesterday forwarded to Colonel Halkett copies of a correspondence 


I have had with the Military Secretary to the Comr of the Forces on the 
subject of a command allowance to the Officer Comg at this station to be 
submitted to the consideration of Your Excellency for your recom- 
mendation,—& which I hope you will be disposed to make— Your 
Excellency may probably ask why this application was not earlier made— 
The fact is that last summer I had some private communications with 
Col Eden & Col Rowan after the order was issued granting an allowance 
to the Officer in command at London— The latter did not hold out 
much hope of a successful result attending any application I might 
make, but left it to me to decide whether I would make an official applica- 
tion or not— From a disinclination to put forward a claim which there 
did not appear to be a disposition to grant I let the matter drop, but 
when in Novr last an order was issued granting an allowance to Col Hope 
for superintending a Militia Corps at Quebec in the same Garrison with 
his own Regt and imposing on him no extra duty, as he is excused all 
Regl duty, I thought I might as well put forth my claim again, & I 
accordingly wrote a private letter to Col Eden, who recommended me if 
I wished to try it to address the Military Secretary officially, and that if 
referred to on the subject he should give it as his opinion that there was 
as much ground for an allowance being granted to the Officer in command 
at this station, as at London and other places where command allowance 
is given. The question will not probably be decided in time to be of any 
great advantage to me, but if ultimately decided favorably it may benefit 
my successor. 

The case of the Staff Officer at this Post I do think merits considera- 
tion, & I hope your Excellency will be disposed to concur in that opinion— 
He holds nominally the appointment of Town Major, with the pay only 
of that rank, while he is required to perform the duties of the Adjutant 
& Quarter Master Generals Departments— The duties of the latter 
Department keep him pretty well employed, particularly in the summer 
season, & it certainly does appear a hardship to oblige an Officer to do the 
duties of a Department & with[h]Jold the pay attached to the situation— 

The late Major Fitzgerald made a representation to Col Gore on the 
subject, who submitted the case to the Military Secretary with a recom- 
mendation that he should be placed on the footing of an Assistant Quarter 
Master General— No answer however was ever made to this recom- 
mendation, & the present application is only to be placed on the footing 
of a Deputy Assistant Quarter Master General which considering the 
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duties to be performed here I think is but just & reasonable, & I should 
hope on a consideration of the question Your Excellency will be disposed 
to view the matter in the same light. 

[am sorry to see by the Newspapers that your Excellency has resigned, 
tho’ I confess I am not surprised, considering the very unusual and un- 
precedented manner in which you have been interfered with in the Govt 
of the Province. 

The H. of Assembly has lost cast[e] with every body that I hear 
speak of their conduct on the question of the Union— 

After their resolutions & addresses of last year, their pliancy on the 
present occasion has gained for them no favorable opinion of their 
integrity or public principle. I hope however as the Measure has passed 
that advantage to the Province may be the result, of which I nevertheless 
have my misgivings— 


Jonas JONES TO ArTHUR: A.L.S. 3p. 


Legislative Council, |Toronto.} 

I have the honor to transmit to your Excellency by order of the 
Legislative Council, a Resolution of that House passed unanimously, 
recording its deep sense of the eminent Judgment and ability displayed 
by your Excellency in the administration of the Government of this 
Province, during a period of great difficulty and of the conduct of your 
Excellency on all occasions exhibiting the most unwearied exertions, 
while dispensing justice in mercy, to maintain the Public Peace, and to 
advance the prosperity and happiness of the People of this Province[.] 

It affords me the greatest satisfaction to be the medium of com- 
municating [marginal interpolation in Arthur’s handwriting here reads: 
“this Vote of the Legislative Council to Your Excy’’] a vote of the Legis- 
lative Council as creditable to that Body, as it is honorable to your 
Excellency, and in which it gives me much pleasure to assure your 
Excellency, that I most cordially concur... 

Jonas Jones 
Speaker[.] 
[Enclosures:] 


1840 
Jan. 18 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL: 


Resolved nemine contradicente. 

That the Administration of the Government of this Prov- 
ince having been assumed by His Excellency the Governor 
General, this House cannot allow a session which may be the 
last of this Legislature, to close without recording its deep 
Sense of the eminent Judgment and Ability displayed by His 
Excellency the Lieutenant Governor Sir George Arthur in the 
administration of the government during a period of great 

~ — difficulty.—his conduct on All Occasions exhibiting the most 
unwearied exertions while dispensing Justice in mercy to 
maintain the Public Peace and to advance the prosperity and 
happiness of the people of this Province.— 
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Truly extracted from the Journal of the Legislative Council 
of—Saturday the 18th. day of January 1840. 
J. Joseph 
Clerk. 


[The above is inscribed on vellum.] 


ee 1840 
Jan. 20 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL: 7p. 


[A document endorsed “Truly extracted from the Journals 
of the Legislative Council of Upper Canada. J Joseph Clerk.” 
It records three meetings of the council: January 16, with 
notice of motion by Mr. Hamilton of the resolution set out in 
item 1122; January 18, with the moving and adoption of the 
resolution, and an instruction to the speaker to transmit the 
resolution to Arthur; January 20, with the speaker reporting 
the transmission of the resolution, and recording Arthur’s 
letter of acknowledgment. For this letter see item 1126.] 


[ 1124 | Jonas JONES TO ARTHUR: L.S. 2p. 


Legislative Council, |Toronto.] 

[Another copy of item 1121, with the word ‘“‘pleasure’’ substituted for 
“‘satisfaction’”’ in the second paragraph, and terminating with the words 
indicated as interpolated in that item.] 


[ ti25:] ARTHUR TO H[ENR]yY DunpAs: LB.4, p. 51. 


Jan. 20 Government House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I have had the pleasure to receive your letter of the 18th. Instant. 
The official upon the same subject reached me the day before, and a copy 
of the communication which I thereupon directed to be made, I enclose 
for your perusal. 

You ought certainly to have received the allowance during the whole 
time you have been in Command in Kingston, and I feel it due to you to 
say that, in my opinion, you will be justified in pushing it—not as an act 
of grace,—but as an act of justice. 

I entirely concur that Major Boucher is not paid at all in proportion 
to the extent of duty which he performs so satisfactorily. 

[Enclosure lacking.] 


ite] ARTHUR TO MR JUSTICE [JoNAS] JONES: LB. 4, p. 51. 


Jan. 20 Government House, Toronto. 
I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 18th. Instant, 
transmitting, by order of the Legislative Council, a Resolution of that 
House, which had been passed Unanimously on that day. 
I request you will do me the honor to make known to the Legislative 
Council that I most highly appreciate such a testimonial; and that the 
sentiments of the House could not possibly have been embodied in terms 
more entirely gratifying to my feelings. 
For the great courtesy with which you have carried into effect the 
orders of the House, I beg you will accept my best acknowledgements. 
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ARTHUR TO THOMSON: L. 8p. 


Government House, Toronto. |Marked ‘‘Copy.’’] 

I have the honor to acknowledge your Excellency’s communication of 
the 26th. Ultimo with its enclosures, herewith returned, relative to the 
arms, accoutrements, and clothing required for the Militia and Volunteers, 
and requesting such information and suggestions on this subject as I may 
consider essential, so far as Upper Canada is concerned. 

With this inquiry is necessarily connected the question of Militia 
Force which may be required for the Service of Upper Canada, upon 
which I have had the advantage of personally conferring with your 
Excellency. 

The present state of feeling on the American Frontier—the recent 
full development of the wicked Conspiracy to overrun the Canadas—any 
pending questions of Litigation between Great Britain and the United 
States—the extent, description and annual rapid augmentation of the 
Population of the Frontier States—and the political condition of both 
the Canadian Provinces, are all circumstances deeply involved in the 
question proposed for consideration. 

To these points, however, I advert without any intention of discussing 
them in this communication but merely for the purpose of observing that 
I have had them under consideration in forming the opinion, at which, 
after much reflection, I have arrived. 

For a considerable time past, whilst no augmentation of the Militia 
has been allowed, discharges have been liberally granted—so that the 
Force had been in the course of gradual decrease, and is now reduced as 
stated in the accompanying Return to a total of 3346 of every arm 
including noncommissioned officers. 

This Force is engaged to serve until 30th. April next, and, until that 
time, I should propose still to allow good men desirous of returning to 
their Homes, to receive their discharge; and also to relieve the service, as 
far as possible, from the burden of bad characters; and that, from the 
1st. May inclusive, the force should be still further reduced, dispensing 
with the whole of the Cavalry, so as not to exceed in round numbers 
1800 Infantry with officers and noncommissioned officers in proportion, 
and that this force be engaged for a period of two years. 

I entertain strongly the objections which are generally raised to the 
employment of Provincial Troops,—I mean to Militia and Volunteer 
Corps; but Upper Canada is a Frontier Province liable to be suddenly 
attacked along an extent of many hundred miles and the system of defence 
must be adapted to it’s [sic] exposed position. 

In the event of War, it would be impossible to bring to this Country a 
sufficient Force of Her Majesty’s Regular Troops to contend against a 
Population so comparatively great, and near enough to us, even for 
amateurs to try their fortune in Arms as a mere matter of pastime or of 
Speculation. 

My idea, therefore, is—that the Militia Force now employed and 
proposed to be employed, for the immediate protection of the Country, 
should be made a useful auxiliary in laying the foundation of a general 
scheme for the organization of the Militia, upon which I shall enlarge in 
another communication. 

With respect to Clothing, keeping in view the circumstances to which 
reference has been already made, I submit that every prudent precaution 
should be taken to provide against the necessity of having recourse, as 
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heretofore, to American Dealers in the Frontier Towns for supplies of any 
kind for the equipment of any militia Force that may be called out, for 
I can, from experience, say that such an inducement to excitement is too 
powerful a temptation to men who seem to think that no course of conduct 
is to be deprecated that leads to gain. 

Ten thousand suits of clothing, with the like number of Great Coats is 
a very moderate supply to keep in store, and there would not eventually 
be any considerable loss to Government, for, if the clothing should not 
be required for the Public Service, it might be advantageously disposed of. 

With respect to Arms, there should not be less in Upper Canada than 
30000 stand of serviceable Arms in Store with Accoutrements in pro- 
portion, and at least 1000 Carbines, with the necessary equipments for 
Cavalry. 

If this be attended to, there will be no occasion for incurring the great 
expense of sending Cavalry to Upper Canada, for the Yeomanry will do 
this work admirably well. 

In dispensing with the whole of the Provincial Cavalry, I have taken 
into consideration the extent of that Force in the Canadas, and the 
probability that the Commander of the Forces will hereafter station a 
portion of Her Majesty’s Cavalry at Toronto. 

[Item 1175-8 are attached to the above.] 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 43-46. 


Government House, Toronto. 

With reference to your enquiry respecting the Barrack about to be 
erected near this City, I shall be happy to give your Excellency all the 
information in my power. 

Whilst Sir John Colborne administered the Govt of Upper Canada, 
he urged, in a very strong manner, the necessity for the erection of a 
comfortable Barrack for H. M. Troops at this station; and in concurrence, 
as I believe, with the recommendation of a Board which had been sent 
from England to report upon the defences of Upper Canada the scite 
for the new Fort and Barrack was proposed to be removed about 1000 
yards west of the present Fort—a sketch shewing the appropriation of 
the Land called the Military Reserve was, at the same time transmitted 
to England, where plans for the intended Fort and Barrack were accord- 
ingly prepared—but the large estimated expence caused a delay. 

Sir Francis Head, in a still more earnest manner, called the attention 
of Her Majesty’s Govt. to the deplorable state of the Barrack accom- 
modation which had become literally prejudicial to the health of the 
soldiers. 

In 1837, in offering to surrender to the Provincial Legislature the 
Casual and Territorial Revenue in exchange for a Civil List, the Military 
Reserve was included in that offer, upon the condition that the Legis- 
lature would vote £10000 towards the erection of a new Barrack. 

In May 1838, I called the attention, of Her Majesty’s Government 
again to the distressing want of good Barrack accommodation; but, 
whilst the subject was still under consideration at Home, the late Com- 
mander of the Forces, from the pressing necessity of the Service, ordered 
a Barrack to be erected within the present Fort capable of containing 
350 men. 

When, therefore, the Secretary of State communicated to me, in 
March last, that authority would be given for the erection of a new 
Barrack, intended, as I perceived by the enclosure from the Ordnance 
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Department, to contain only 300 men, and that the cost was estimated 
to be £22,000, I submitted in a Despatch to the Secretary of State of 
the 8th. June that, as temporary Barracks had already been erected by 
order of the Commander of the Forces, no further measures need at 
present be taken—and I concluded that my suggestion would have had 
the more weight, as the House of Assembly had, by address to Her 
Majesty, requested that time might be afforded for the payment of the 
£10,000. 

The Secretary of State, however, in his Despatch of the 16th. Sep- 
tember last instructed me, that, in his opinion, it would be advisable that 
the Engineer should be allowed to proceed on the orders he had already 
received from the Board of Ordnance. 

The scite selected for the new Fort & Barrack, as I have stated, was 
recommended by officers well qualified to judge:—my objection to the 
position is, First, Its distance from the City which, in such times as 
these, is of some importance; and, secondly, it does not command the 
Harbour, and consequently another work will be necessary. 

All the money that can be had we require exceedingly for various 
pressing objects, and I should have been far better pleased at present to 
have seen comfortable temporary accommodation constructed for a 
Regiment on the Niagara Frontier where it is exceedingly required, and 
which might be done for about £12,000, than a permanent Barrack 
erected at Toronto for 300 men only at a cost of £22,000. 

It is, however, to be kept in mind that the proposed Barrack is only 
a portion of the Work, which it is meditated to enlarge, and hereafter to 
fortify, and it cannot be doubted that the advantages and disadvantages 
of both scites have been thoroughly well considered in the general plan 
of the undertaking. : 

Being upon the spot, and having an opportunity of personally satisfy- 
ing yourself upon each of the points to which I have adverted, your 
Excellency will not, I think, much differ with me in opinion; but it is 
now too late to interfere, even though interference were desirable, for 
the contracts have been entered into, and the necessary Bonds executed. 


ARTHUR TO RuSsELL: Df.L. 2p. 


Government House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Separate.’’] 

The Governor Genera! having successfully carried through both the 
Houses of the Provincial Parliament his measures for the Reunion of the 
Canadas, there is every reason to conclude that this most important 
question will be speedily disposed of by the Imperial Legislature. 

I have, therefore, the honor to bring to Your Lordship’s notice that 
from the very peculiar, and often most embarrassing circumstances under 
which I have been required to Administer the Affairs of Upper Canada, 
my being detained in the Country by my Military appointment, after 
my Civil Office is extinct, would be painful to my feelings. 

I beg, therefore, earnestly to request that Her Majesty’s Government 
will be pleased to Acquiesce in my being relieved from my Civil and 
Military duties simultaneously.— 


eed 


ARTHUR TO THomson: Df. A.L.S. 3p. 


Government House, Toronto. {Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 
I can with sincerity say that since I have administered this Govern- 


ment I have paid very little regard to personal considerations of any 
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kind—but I have served the Queen, and the Government by whom I 
have been employed, to the best of my unpretending ability. 

It is, however, now my particular wish to be spared the unpleasantry 
of being detained in Upper Canada by my Military duties after my Civil 
Office is extinct—and I enclose for your perusal a copy of a communication 
which I have just addressed to the Secretary of State upon the subject, 
as it may be convenient to you to be made aware of my intention— at all 
events, I would on no account leave you in ignorance of it. 

The Newspapers have repeatedly noticed my resignation; but, I need 
scarcely say, that I have not taken any step that might be in the slightest 
degree embarrassing, and have left myself entirely in the hands of Her 
Majestys Government. 

[Enclosure referred to is apparently item 1129.] 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 47. 


Government House, Toronto. 

The newspapers have so repeatedly noticed my having sent home my 
resignation that,—though no person knows better than yourself to 
appreciate such authority—I think it right to say the rumour is entirely 
without foundation. 

It is perfectly well known in Downing Street how I am circumstanced, 
and I have considered it my duty to leave myself entirely in the hands of 
Her Majesty’s Government. 


ARTHUR TO SiR R. D. JAcKson: LB.5, p. 46. 


Government House, Toronto. 

I enclose for your perusal the copy of a letter addressed to me by the 
Governor General respecting the arms, accoutrements, and clothing, for 
the Militia, together with my answer, by which you will perceive I have 
adverted also to the Militia Force necessary to be kept up, as the Governor 
General had referred to me the enquiry contained in your letter to him of 
the 12th. instant. Should you differ with me in any respect, I shall be 
very happy to reconsider the matter. 

In conversation a few days ago, the Governor General introduced the 
subject of the Barracks which are ordered to be erected near Toronto, 
and requested me to write to him upon it, which I did accordingly 
yesterday, and a copy of my demiofficial is enclosed. 

It contains an outline of what has transpired upon the subject for 
some years past. [I think I understood Mr Thomson to say that Captain 
Pringle had been in correspondence with you upon the subject. 

His Excellency appeared very anxious to stop the work, but I do not 
see how that can possibly be done. A Barrack for a Regiment, however, 
on the Niagara Frontier is infinitely more important at present. 


[First enclosure lacking. The other enclosures are apparently items 
1127 and 1128.] 


ARTHUR TO RUSSELL: LB.5, p. 47. 


Government House, Toronto. {Marked ‘‘Private.’’] 
In the painful and embarrassing situation in which I have been 
placed—and under circumstances when persons who have exercised the 
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Chief Authority are most generally assailed, it will, I hope, be gratifying 

to your Lordship to peruse the accompanying Resolutions which have 

been passed by the two Houses of the Provincial Legislature. 
[Enclosures are apparently items 1065 and 1122.] 


ARTHUR TO LorD Fitzroy [J. H.] Somerset: LB.3, p. 86-91. 


Govt. House, Toronto. (Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

Since I had the pleasure to write to you on the 24th. Decr. Lt. Jones 
of the 43rd. Regt. who was dispatched into the States at the request of 
the Govr. Genl. to ascertain the accuracy of some reports of further 
patriot movemts. wh. were communicated to this Govt. by Col. Bankhead 
comdg. the United States Troops on the Niagara Frontier has returned 
to Toronto—& brings a very gratifying Account of the State of feeling— 
his Reports to the Civil Govt. are very detailed & interesting but copies 
cd. not be prepared in time. His Military report of wh. a Copy is 
enclosed for Your Lordship’s perusal is more concise but equally satis- 
factory. To myself it is particularly so, in as much as the best American 
Authorities attribute our tranquillity this winter to the course adopted 
last year by this Government. 

However, nothing but continued precautions on our side can insure 
safety or peace— there is, I am persuaded, the same desire as ever to 
over-run Canada & convert our Monarchists into Republicans & tho’ 
this design may be postponed it will never cease to be a cherished object 
with the Americans. 

The Govr. Genl. lately desired my opinion & suggestions respecting 
the Arms, Clothing &c. required from England for the Militia— A copy 
of the correspondence is enclosed in wh. Yr. Lordship will perceive I have 
recommended that the Provincial force shd. be reduced to about 1800 Men 
after the Month of April next— I had some thoughts of placing it on 
rather a lower scale; but, after conversing with Mr. Thomson upon the 
subject I fell into his view of not carrying the reduction too far. 

The truth is—that, public confidence in this Country is far from being 
restored; & he is a bold Politician who ventures to feel confident in the 
success of the Union, if that Measure shd. be decided upon by the Imperial 
Parliamt. Not that I consider the revival of a Representative Consti- 
tution in the Lower Province is by any means the most dangerous part 
if [s¢c] the Measure— The People in the Upper Province require the 
daily action of a ready consistent & vigorous Government & this cannot 
be if the seat of Govt. is in Lower Canada. 

I mentioned to Yr. Lordship in my last letter that the Resolutions for 
the Re-union of the Provinces had been carried thro’ the Provincial 
Legislature. A Bill has been framed accordingly under the immediate 
care of the Govr. Genl.; & Capt. Pringle (late of the Royal Engineers 
who came out with Mr. Thomson) proceeds to England with it to- 
morrow.— It’s [sic] provisions have not been promulgated in the 
Province. 

Another Bill of great public importance has also been passed— it’s 
enactments are for disposing of certain lands commonly called the “Clergy 
Reserves’’—for wh. there has been a most unchristian contest for the last 
22 years. 

Altho’ each successive Secy. of State has been beset & bewildered 
with this question I do not know that it has hitherto excited any public 
interest in England—but, there is every prospect of it’s doing so now. 
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The Canada Act of 1791 set apart a seventh portion of the wild Lands 
for ‘the support & maintenance of a Protestant Clergy” several clauses 
of the Act plainly indicate that by the term ‘Protestant Clergy’’ was 
intended the clergy of the Established church of England & no other. 

However, the Members of the Kirk of Scotland insisted upon it that 
their clergy came within the meaning of the Act & therefore they claimed 
some portion.— The case was referred to England & the Law officers of 
the Crown (Lord Lyndhurst then being Solicitor General) decided that 
tho’ the Kirk could not hold any part of the Lands, yet, that in the rents 
of such as were leased, or proceeds of such as were sold, they might 
participate.— 

This opinion wh. was sent out in 1822 being rather equivocally worded 
the Scotch were still disposed to be moderate in their pretensions; but 
the High Church of England Men were not to be moved, & would neither 
consent to give up an acre of Land nor the value of half an acre. 

The Scotch party therefore began to cast about them for some support; 
& being seconded by the Episcopalian Wesleyans & the Baptists they 
constituted a respectable Force in the House of Assembly, & in several 
successive sessions the proposition that the Land shd. not be appropriated 
to any Religious Body but be disposed of for public purposes was success- 
fully carried thro’ the Lower House, but was always rejected by the 
Legislative Council. 

Other schemes were devised, & attempts made to settle the question; 
but they were quite ineffectual—for altho’ the various sects most cordially 
agreed in taking from the Established Church, they cd. not concur in 
any distribution amgst. themselves—&, thus the discussion continued 
from year to year & differences became greater & greater as the Religious 
Controversalists warmed in the contest.— 

During the last Session, I succeeded, at length with indescribable 
trouble, in carrying through both Houses a Bill for re-investing the 
Reserves in the Crown, leaving the Imperial Parliamt. to dispose of them 
for Religious purposes. 

This course had been formerly suggested from Downing Street but 
had theretofore been always unsuccessfully tried. 

To my utter dismay, however, Her Majesty was advised not to assent 
to the measure—it was said to be unconstitutional—but the appalllling 
difficulty was how to get any measure proposed by Ministers in England 
thro’ the House of Lords that went to strip the Church of England of 
property wh. was originally clearly intended for the support of Her clergy. 

Mr. Thomson has now passed a Bill of a very different kind. The 
whole of the Lands are to be disposed of—one half of the Funds arising 
from the Sale is to be divided between the Churches of England and 
Scotland, including the Presbyterians of the United Synod—& the other 
half among all the religious Bodies recognised by the Laws of this Prov- 
ince—that is literally Roman Catholics—Lutherans—Presbyterians— 
Congregationalists—Baptists—Independents—Methodists—M enonists— 
Tankers—Moravians. 

With the Bill of wh. I enclose a Copy, it certainly wd. be an Act of 
kind consideration were the Governor General to send a straight waistcoat 
for the Bishop of Exeter for the Bill must be laid before both Houses of 
Parliament & the bare perusal of it will certainly drive his Lordship mad. 

I really ought to have considered the little time Your Lordship has 
to spare and that, that little might be far more agreeably passed than in 
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such an excursion as I have taken you over the Clergy Reserves of Upper 
Canada. 

[Item 1127 is apparently one of the enclosures referred to, Other 
enclosures lacking.| 


THOMSON To [ARTHUR]: A.L.S. 


Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

The newspapers are really not worth wasting a thought upon. 

I assure you, that if I had read the paragraph which I had not, that 
I should have attached not the slightest importance to it. 

The kindness with which you have treated me here, and the habits 
of confidence in which I have the pleasure of being with you would have 
rendered that impossible. 

I am feeling nearly knocked up to-day— 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 47-48. 


Government House, Toronto. 

The letter which I left with you yesterday from Colonel Love con- 
tained only the report of Lieut Perriot! who is in command at Sutherland’s 
Landing on the St. Clair, the Prisoners having been sent there from Sarnia 
when they were taken. 

As the American soldiers entered some Houses in search of the De- 
serters, it is very possible that they used violence in making the 
Capture.— I would, therefore, recommend delaying any communication 
to Mr Fox until a further Report is received, that we may at least make as 
much of the Case as it’s [szc] merits may justify. 

I wrote to Colonel Love yesterday upon the subject. 


ARTHUR TO COLONEL [J. F.] Love: LB.4, p. 52-53. 


Government House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I have directed the Military Secretary to write to you this morning 
for further details respecting the American soldiers. Captain Vidal of 
Sarnia has written upon the subject. He states that the Party was under 
the command of a Sergeant, and that they entered a Hut, and there 
seized the Deserters and stript them. Enough has been done, at all 
events, to expose the unjust statement made by Van Buren in his Speech 
to his Parliament. 

The course I should wish you to pursue is—that, when we are wrong, 
make all possible reparation as soon as possible; but when the Americans 
are transgressing, the wrong should be fixed upon them and made 
apparent. In the present instance, none of the soldiers should have been 
given up until confession from the Governor of the state had been made,— 
regret expressed—and application made for the release of the Prisoners 
in suitable terms. 

This would have given the matter the air of importance which it really 
deserves—although I am willing to hope that the Military party acted 


without the authority of any officer. 


1Spelling is ‘‘Perriott” in item 1174. Probably same person as Lieut. Perrier, mentioned 


in item 1186. 


396 


[ 1138 ] 
Jan. 27 


TORONTO PUBLIC LIBRARIES 1840 


All our mishaps Van Buren arrays before the world, and we must 
therefore take care that the evil deeds of the Citizens do not escape notice. 

Your official Letter will not be forwarded to Washington until a 
further communication is received from you. 


J. B. RoBpinson To ArtHUR: A.L.S. 4p. 


Wandsworth. 
I can not clearly call to mind whether in my last letter to Your 


Excellency I said any thing on the subject of Mr. Falkner, the Judge of 
the District Court for the District of Newcastle. I intended to do it, 
and ought to have done it; but I am not sure that I did— Mr. Falkner 
has suffered severely under a rheumatic attack which confined him for 
some weeks to his bed,— When he had sufficiently recovered he came 
to town, & I saw him; & he then meant to embark about this time, but 
I learn from him that he has been again unwell— He has left Mr. 
Burnham commissioned to do his duty for him, who ought to be regarded 
as a sufficient substitute— 1 told him he should write and explain the 
cause of his absence, & that I thought there would be no difficulty— 
There is another Canadian here who is by no means idle & I see, from the 
Canadian newspapers that what he does & says is not unknown to you— 
I mean Dr. Rolph— He has been very active & useful, & is assisting 
materially in promoting the feeling which seems to be springing up again 
in favor of migration to Canada— There seems good reason to hope 
that a better season is about to dawn upon us— The movement in 
Scotland can hardly fail to result in something, for there seems to be a 
great desire to emigrate from there, & the people are bent upon going to 
Canada in preference to the more distant Colonies— Some very influ- 
ential persons have taken up the matter & the Government will be 
strongly urged to afford their assistance— What the Governmnt may 
do is altogether uncertain— The revenue is in a very unsatisfactory 
state—unequal to the expenditure— & certain to suffer a considerable 
diminution from the change in the Post Office—so that I do not think it 
at all probable that the present Ministers will apply any considerable 
sum in aiding emigration— But they will be pressed from so many 
quarters that it is possible they may make an exertion, though not I 
believe, on a scale worthy of the object— At the present moment 
Ministers must be exceedingly perplexed— _ Besides the difficulties with 
China which threaten for a time a great loss of revenue, there is the 
Queens Marriage to engage their attention—the very unfortunate 
question of privilege which brings the House of Commons into conflict 
with the Court of Queen’s Bench—and a motion which comes on to 
night for a direct expression of want of confidence— Altogether they 
have an uncomfortable time of it, & it is absurd to expect that they can 
under such circumstances deliberately consider any measure of mere 
policy— A few days ago Lord John Russell sent for me—& I had a long 
interview with him, during which he spoke of various matters with 
apparent frankness, & unreservedly; but not in a manner likely to be of 
any practical use—for want of time or inclination to go into details— 
In fact like all other such interviews, it was a mere talk—& I came away 
quite at a loss to understand why I had been sent for— _ If it was im- 
agined that I might be useful in framing a new bill upon the principle of 
Union, I soon put an end to any such expectation, by declaring that no 
consideration should induce me to be instrumental in any measure for 
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re-uniting the Provinces, until after Parliament upon mature consideration 
had sanctioned it— In that case of course, no individual could contend 
longer, & I should be ready to do my utmost for making the details safe 
& satisfactory—but I should never, to the last moment part with the hope 
that Parliament would see the mischief & imprudence of resolving upon 
a union— It was my hope that the Governmt might not succeed in 
carrying 1t— 

Ld. Seaton came to town merely to take his seat & has returned to 
Devonshire, meaning to be again here when the first levee is announced, 
or whenever Canada is to be the subject of debate— He was introduced 
by Lds. Lynedoch & Strafford—but notwithstanding that beginning, 
and his pension, he will not be found, I imagine a secure vote for Minis- 
ters—rather the contrary—but he is not a politician— He looks for 
employment again, & Ld. Hill is so well inclined towards him that I dare 
say he will not be long idle— He is very well— 

The accounts from Canada are to the 22 Decr.—the Assembly had 
not then done with the Message— If we are ruined, as I believe we 
should be by an Union with L C. the blame will rest with them— The 
Governmnt here have considered only what scheme they had the best 
chance of carrying— In Canada public men were in no such straits, and 
could & ought to have taken a statesmanlike view of the proposed 
measure— It is in my opinion absurd to think of giving one Executive 
Govt. to so extensive a territory—which must withdraw the vigilance of 
the Executive from the one Province or the other—and then to think of 
the present state of our finances as a sufficient reason for incurring such 
dangers is of all follies the greatest— I believe the Union would never 
have been heard of if Mr. Ellice had not owned the Seigniory of Beau- 
harnois, within sight of Montreal— 

However, I am content to be silent henceforward on this subject, I 
have just made public my own sentiments upon the proposed measure— 
& feel a degree of comfort that I can not express in having done it— 
When I had my observations printed, I could only conjecture what might 
be done in Canada, but I find my predictions pretty well verified. I 
always told the Govt. that I was quite certain they would pass no bill 
at all like that they had br[ou]ght in, & I see they are now prepared to 
abandon three fourths of it— I told Ld. J. Russell I was just about to 
state publicly my objections to their scheme & wd. send him a Copy—he 
thanked me— _ I thfou]ght it most lik[el]y I should be ordered out im- 
mediately, but I see no shew of resentment yet— I have spoken plainly 
th[ou]gh respectfully[.] 

I see Ministers are just beaten upon their proposed grant for Prince 
Albert—by 104! I confess I think the 50,000£—shd. have been granted[.] 
It is little enough for the station. 


[Lorp]Fitzroy [J. H.] Somerset TO ArtHuR: A.L.S. 3p. 


Horse Guards, |London.} 
Since I wrote to you on the 4th. Ultimo I have had two letters from 


you_one of the 20th of Novr. the other of the 6th December and I beg 
to thank you for them most sincerely. 

You are certainly in a position of no small difficulty but I feel assured 
that you will extricate yourself from it in a way that will be creditable to 
your judgement; and you must permit me to say that I cannot consider 
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that your momentary supercession by the Governor General carries with 
it any reflection on your character or conduct and I make no doubt that 
on his departure you will resume the reins of Govt. without the loss of 
one iota of the respect which your mode of administering the Authority 
delegated to you has ensured for you— 


[Str] R. D. Jackson TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 5p. 


lap om 


Montreal. 

I have to thank you for your letter of the 23rd. Ins. and its enclosures. 

With respect to the Militia Force to be kept on foot in the Upper 
Province, I can of course offer no opinion,—further than this, that a 
Force on constant pay can be made useful for general purposes, and under 
proper Officers, depended upon,—as such a Force (however named) comes 
under Military Law— 

I have not much reliance upon any other description of local Force, 
except for temporary aid to organized Troops, in times of emergency. 

But this is not the occasion to enter into a discussion upon the princi- 
ples by which a defensive Force may best be regulated; It cannot well be 
disputed, however, that a Force purely defensive, on pay, should not 
exceed what may be consider’d strictly necessary; 

In this Province, I intend to recommend to the Governor-General the 
retention of 4 Independent Cos. of Infantry of 60 R & F. and the Cavalry 
now organised (about 320) at a reduced rate of pay—finding themselves 
(the Cavalry) in every thing except Arms & Accoutrements|.] 

With respect to the Barracks at Toronto, We appear to be ‘‘in a 
mess’’—but as the Contracts have been enter’d into, there appears no 
remedy. 

I have it in contemplation, after well weighing the matter, to recom- 
mend to the Military Authorities at home, to allow and enable me, to 
arm Six Men (about) in each Company of the Line with good Rifles (36 
per Battalion) which was the System adopted in the Infy. of the King’s 


‘German Legion with very great, occasional advantage— Of course this 


Arm, which is better than the American Rifle, would be put in the hands 
only of trusty Men as well as tolerable Shots; and some priviledges [sic] 
might be given as an encouragement without detriment to the discipline 
of the Battns. or injustice to Others, if the Men be good[.] 

Our Rifles carry a heavy ball about 200 yards pretty true & the balls 
will tell—the American Rifle (generally used) will not do more than half 
this distance with effect. 


Fox To THomson: L. 14p. 


Washington. [Marked ‘‘Confidential’’.] 

I addressed to your Excellency a private letter by the post on the 
23rd. instant, acknowledging the receipt of your despatch of the 15th, and, 
in reply to the enquiry which you were good enough to make, stating 
briefly my opinion, that it will not at this moment be expedient to carry 
into effect the military movement for the re-occupation, in the disputed 
territory of the Madawaska Settlements and the valley of the St. Johns, 
which I had at an earlier period very urgently recommended. 

Viewing the turn which things have now taken with reference to the 
boundary dispute, and the excitement which has been already created by 
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the reported movement of Troops, with the inquiries and explanations 
that have passed; and considering also the improved prospect which we 
have that the people of Maine will for a time at least rest quiet, and that 
if they attempt any act of violence they will not be supported by the 
rest of the Union or by the General Government,— I think under these 
circumstances, that the occupation in force by British Troops of the 
portions of the disputed territory in question, would no longer have the 
character of a defensive and precautionary act, but would seem one of 
hostility and offence, and would tend to hasten the collision, which it is 
our principal object by all means consistent with the interest and honor 
of Her Majesty’s Service, to avert.— At the same time, while I offer 
this opinion you will see from the papers which will be herewith inclosed, 
that the ground which I have assumed in my recent correspondence with 
the United States Government, in regard to the discretionary right of 
Her Majesty’s Authorities to take measures of defence against the 
threatened aggressions of of [szc] Maine, leaves it entirely open to Your 
Excellency to adopt whatever measures of the sort may be rendered 
necessary by the state of circumstances, either now or hereafter. 

With respect to your inquiry as to my opinion expressed to Mr. 
Featherstonhaugh, and reported by him in a letter to Sir John Harvey 
of the 12th. of December, of which you have sent to me a copy,—it 
appears there must have been some misapprehension upon the subject.— 
Mr. Featherston{haugh]’s expression could only refer to my opinion, 
which coincided with his own, as to the use which in the future conduct 
of the boundary negotiation, it would be expedient for Her Majesty’s 
Government at home to make, of his and Colonel Mudge’s forthcoming 
report of their topographical survey.— 

This was the chief subject of the conversation which I had with 
Mr. Featherston[haugh]; during the one day that he passed at Washing- 
ton. I was not then aware that the orders originally given for for [sic] 
the march of the Troops, had been countermanded. When Mr. Feather- 
ston{haugh] reported to me the substance of what had passed at his 
interview with Governor Fairfield of Maine, I at once cautioned him that 
in my opinion no reliance whatever was to be placed upon Governor 
Fairfield’s fair promises given in private conversation, which would all 
be cast aside and forgotten the moment he came to speak publicly to the 
Legislature and people of his State— My present grounds for relying, 
to ascertain! extent, upon the peaceable demeanour of Maine, are these: 
that the Government and People of the United States are made fully 
aware that Her Majesty’s Authorities are upon this’ guard and prepared 
to repel aggression; and that a number of concurrent political causes 
happen to render it less likely now than heretofore, that Maine will be 
countenanced by the General Government or by Congress, in any 
obnoxious attempt to interrupt the boundary negotiation by violence. 

I herewith enclose a printed copy of the series of papers communicated 
by the President to Congress, upon the subject of the boundary affairs: 
the last pages contain part of my correspondence with Mr. Forsyth.— 
I enclose written copies of a further note which I addressed to him on the 
26th., after the communication to Congress had been made, and of his 
reply, dated the 28th. These additional papers are sent in to the Senate 
to-day: the whole subject will I presume be discussed in a few days, after 
the Committee of Foreign Affairs, to whom the papers are in the first 


1Probably a copyist’s error for ‘‘a certain’”’. 
*Probably a copyist’s error for ‘‘their’’. 
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instance referred, have made their report—— The Senate will then 
probably express its opinion in the form of a resolution, which, as far as I 
can yet judge, may be expected to be temperate and pacific, recom- 
mending that the conduct of the Negotiation be left in the hands of the 
Two National Governments without further interruption by partial 
collision or angry movements on either side[.] This opinion however, as 
to the action of Congress, I of course give with some hesitation The 
tone which I have held with regard to Maine, is I have reason to believe 
not displeasing to the President and the General Government, although 
some of the inferences are protested against— The General Government 
appear to be themselves much embarrassed by the language and conduct 
of Maine though quite unable by direct means to restrain them. 

While I have ventured to express my opinion, as above stated, against 
any immediate movement of British Troops into the disputed territory, 
I think at the same time, that the more full preparation Sir John Harvey 
is enabled to make within Her Majesty’s Province, to meet any emer- 
gency,—and the more publicly it is known that such preparations are 
being made,—the better— 

I have written in this sense to Sir John Harvey, and I shall forward a 
copy of the present despatch, to him, as well as to Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment at home.— 

I send this communication by the Post, and shall detain Lieutenant 
Campbell for a few days longer in the hope of being able to convey to you 
by him the result of the proceedings in Congress. 

General Scott, Commander of the United State’s [sic] forces on the 
frontier is now at Washington; and he assures me, as does also the Secre- 
tary of war Mr. Poinsett that they continue to receive satisfactory reports 
from all parts of the Canadian Frontier, as to the prospect of tranquillity 
in those quarters through the winter.— Besides other good effects this 
will tend as much as any thing else, to restrain the offensive disposition 
of the People of Maine. 

[Enclosures lacking. ] 


ArTauR To Cor. [J. F.] Love: LB2;p. 147-148. 


Government House, Toronto. 
[In substance another copy of item 1137 with variations in phrase- 


ology.] 


ARTHUR TO Cot: [J. F.] Love: LB.2, p. 148-149. 


Govt. House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I have caused a letter to be addressed to the Roman Catholic Bishop 
respecting Mr Mills, and desiring his removal immediately from Lon- 
don,—informing him at the same time, that, unless my request be com- 
plied with, I shall be under the necessity of directing that none of the 
soldiers attend the Ministry of Mr Mills.— indeed, I would direct this 
at once but I do not like to make the soldiers suffer so far as to be de- 
prived of their Religious services, because their Minister is so unworthy. 
I hope another Priest will be sent with the least possible delay to Lon- 
don—in the mean time, if you consider it necessary for the good of the 
Service, that the soldiers under your Command should not attend the 
Ministry of a person so totally wanting in proper feeling, and so willing, 
apparently, to undermine the respect which is due from the soldier to 
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this' superior officer, I shall take upon myself all the responsibility of 
your prohibiting their attending his Ministry, or having any intercourse 
with him. If you take this course, do it in firm, but very temperate 
language. 

Both the Governor General, and Sir Richard Jackson have referred 
to me Mr. Mills’ letter to them—but, I hope, it will not be necessary to 
refer the subject to you. 

The substance of this letter will be conveyed to you in an official 
tomorrow from the Asst. Adjt. General— Had I been administering 
the Government, I should speedily have disposed of Mr Mills, but I am 
obliged to move in all these matters now with caution. 


ARTHUR TO COL? [J.F,) Love: LB2).p. 1492150. 


Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

Your note of the 27th. I have received and will, with pleasure, forward 
the enclosure to Lord Fitzroy in my Bag by the ‘‘Liverpool” which will 
be sent from hence in 7 or 8 days. 

The case with respect to Major Eyre is altogether altered since it is 
determined that the 73rd. Regt shall proceed to Montreal on its way to 
England. I did not think it was right to leave your Regt. with only one 
Field Officer, whilst that officer (yourself) was even likely to be called 
to the Frontier at any moment. 

The Districts under your orders are not only extensive; but, altogether, 
the most anxious in the Canadas, and will require to be carefully looked 
after by an intelligent, and experienced officer for some years to come. 

It would have been well in my opinion had your Regt remained, and 
the Govt given you a very handsome remuneration for such Civil services 
as I could have suggested, and which should not have been inconsistent 
with vour Military Duties—indeed involved in them. 

But to return to Major Eyre—there can be no objection now to his 
availing himself of his leave, and he will still be in good time for the 
“Liverpool”. Should he take Toronto in his way, I will give him your 
letter, and I request you will say to him that I shall have pleasure in 
seeing him at dinner. But, of course, he will not think it necessary, 
unless other matters make it convenient to take a course so much out ot 
his Way: as 

[P.S.] There is no truth in the report of my having resigned—it was 
impossible I could do so with propriety. 


J. B. Roprnson TO ArTHUR: A.L.S. 4p. 


Bridgefield Cottage, Wandsworth. 

I wrote to your Excellency only two or three days ago, and should 
wait until I had something of interest to communicate, but your letter 
of the 24 Decr. has just been received by me, and there is one point in it, 
on which I must lose no time in setting Your Excellency right— No 
Number of the Quarterly, nor any other book, or paper except that on 
which you wrote contains one word of any letter written by Your Excel- 
lency to me—& if under a contrary impression you have intimated to 
any one that I had committed such an indiscretion, you will I am sure 


1Probably a copyist’s error for ‘‘his’’. 
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at my particular request do me the justice to mention that you were in 
error— 

I suppose Your Excellency must advert to the extracts in pages 483-4 
of the Number which I have now by me— _ They none of them contain 
any reflections upon the Governmt, as Your Excellency seems to suppose, 
but condemnation of a mischievous act of a mischievous person dis- 
countenanced & condemned by Ministers themselves, & about whom 
therefore the persons who were likely to be ruined by his base conduct 
were under no obligation to be scrupulous in speaking their mind— The 
two first extracts Your Excellency does not I am sure imagine were from 
letters written by yourself— The 3d short extract page 484 (which is 
of the same character & contains nothing disrespectful towards the 
Governmnt) must be that I suppose to which you allude— I know not, 
to this moment from whence it was taken, or who is alluded to as the 
author— I never asked the question, or no doubt I should have been 
told—but it never even occurred to me that it was your Excellency, 
though reading it now with attention from the word ‘‘very highest|”’] &c, 
& your seeming to recognize the language, I suppose it was— However 
if those lines, or any others, in the review were from Your Excellency’s 
pen, they were not addressed to me— _ [am rather earnest on this point, 
because as I shall shew you upon my return, a strong feeling that Your 
Excellency had a right to be protected against the possibility of any 
thing unpleasant occurring in consequence ofan indiscreet use being made 
of your correspondence—involved me in a disagreeable controversy— I 
will only repeat that if any word of yours has appeared at any time in 
print, it is positively nothing that I have had any thing to do with— 

It is a comfort to me to be told by Your Excellency that my presence 
could not have prevented the result of Mr. Thompsons [sic] unfair 
mission. I have never doubted this myself, while at the same time, from 
the moment I knew that he was to assume the Governmt, I felt an un- 
availing regret that I was not there— I am entirely convinced that if 
I had been, | should have found myself openly & strenuously opposed to 
the Governmt—& at the same time ineffectually— In any public legis- 
lative efforts I only look for success, when the discussion is approached 
by others in the same spirit as by myself— When the vote is to be the 
result of conviction I may hope to be of use, when it is to be purchased 
by other arguments, I am necessarily helpless & powerless—& I can not 
now look without a feeling of dread at the conflict which I should have 
had to encounter— Deserted by all who like myself were in public 
employment, I must nevertheless have done what my conscience told me 
was right, & the grief, & humiliation which it would have been to me to 
see those around me succumbing one from one motive & another from 
another—contributing reluctantly to throw their Country into difficulty 
and confusion—would have almost weighed me down at any time, In 
my present state of health, I doubt if I could have borne it. I thank God 
I have been spared the misery of such a scene. If I can be of use, it is 
here— _ I have taken the plainest & best means—& if they fail I shall 
have nothing to reproach myself with— _ I confess it surprises me that 
importance should be attached to my not having expressly stated what 
was the opinion of the Duke of W[ellingto]n & Sir Robt Peel upon the 
Union— Any thing that could have enabled me to make such a state- 
ment must have passed confidentially—& was not likely to be of such a 
character as could authorize me to involve them in any pledge— But 
I well know that I constantly wrote in such a way as could leave no one 
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in doubt—for I always said—if any thing unwise is done, it will be your 
own doing|[;] let the Province only take a sound view of their own interests 
& all is safe— I said you may disable the Conservatives from protecting 
you against mischief, but otherwise I know there is nothing to fear— 
This has been always my language— _ I thought it could not be mis- 
understood— At all events I could not with propriety say more—nor 
could I believe it necessary, for I had no idea that in a question of this 
all important kind, any one’s conduct upon it could be influenced by the 
question of mere probability of success— I supposed each man would 
ask himself what is right & what is wrong? & would resolve to do right, 
whether the Duke of Wn. was wise or unwise—but the truth is, & so I 
am sure I have as delicately as I could, intimated that all steady people 
here unconnected with the Govt. think the Union wd. be madness—the 
Duke of Wn. has no doubts on that point—nor has Sir R Peel—nor 
Ld Lynd[h]urst—nor Ld Stanley—& if U C. is injured, it will be her own 
arm that has struck the blow— 

[P.S.] I will send out by post, for I know of no private opportunity, 
the book I have written. 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 48. 


Govt. House, {Toronto.] 

As I hear of Sleighs preparing and of Horses training, it would seem 
that your flight to the Lower Province is contemplated at no distant 
period. 

Allow me, therefore, to propose whether it would not be convenient 
to you to send off some part of your establishment a few days before 
your own departure, and quietly resume your Quarters in Government 
House. Iam sure you will believe me sincere in saying that it will afford 
Lady Arthur and myself great pleasure to receive you. 


THOMSON TO [ARTHUR]: A.L.S. 


Toronto. {Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

Many thanks for your kindness, of which however I have no occasion 
to avail myself, as I have left so much of my establishment at Montreal, 
that I shall find everything I want when I get there, independently of this. 

I am afraid rumor has rather forestated probabilities in this case too. 
I shall not believe in the prorogation till I see the Speaker’s parting bow. 


ARTHUR TO THE REvD GEO[RGE] Mortimer: LB.4, p. 53. 


Govt House, Toronto. 
I have the pleasure to enclose a letter which I received on Saturday 


from your friend Mr Armstrong. He communicates to you, I have no 
doubt, his anxiety respecting his son George’s entering the Church; and 
I should be glad to confer with you upon the subject whenever you visit 
Toronto—or, if that should not be at an early period, I will, after the 
Session of the Provincial Parliament has closed, make it a point to drive 
to Thornhill, as I am anxious to lose no time in writing to Mr. Armstrong 
for whom I entertain the greatest possible esteem and regard, and shall 
derive the most heartfelt satisfaction from being useful to him in the way 
he wishes. 
[Enclosure lacking.} 
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H. S. Fox to THomson: L. 14p. 


Washington. |Marked ‘‘Confidential’’.] 

I enclose the Duplicate Copy of a Despatch marked Confidential, 
which I addressed to Your Excellency by the post on the 29th ultimo in, 
reply to your Despatch to me of the 15th.— 

I shall not now delay any longer the return of Lieutenant Campbell, 
as it appears likely that many days will elapse before any resolution in 
Congress is passed, in relation to the boundary affairs—— I will not fail, 
however, immediately to acquaint you with that result.— 

I see continued reason to expect, that the action of Congress will be 
more temperate this year than the last, and will give less encouragement 
to the violent pretensions of Maine.— 

Sir John Harvey has sent me the Copy of his Despatch to you of the 
17th. instant— From this, and from other parts of his correspondence, 
I perceive that Sir John Harvey has a much better opinion of the State 
Government of Maine, and of their intentions towards us, than I have.— 
I hope he may be right, but I am very incredulous upon the subject.— 
I did not attach at the time, and have not since attached, any weight to 
Governor Fairfield’s plausible offers in private conversation with Mr. 
Featherston{haugh]. If the people of Maine are restrained from violence, 
as I have some hopes they may be, it will be owing to the full knowledge 
obtained, that we are upon our guard and resolved to repel further aggres- 
sion; and to the diminished encouragement they are likely to receive this 
year from the General Government and from the other States in Con- 
gress.— 

You will have observed that Governor Fairfield, in his recent Message 
to the Legislature of the State, recommends, that if the final answer from 
Great Britain be not received, (as he must well know it scarcely can be,) 
before the period of their adjournment in March next, they shall proceed 
to more vigorous measures than have yet been adopted; which ‘‘more 
vigorous measures’, when all that has already passed is taken into con- 
sideration, cannot possibly, as it appears to me, mean any thing else than 
an attempt to gain possession of the Disputed territory by Force, and to 
keep it.— 

In the concluding paragraph of Governor Fairfield’s public letter to 
the President, of the 21st. of November, which is amongst the papers 
recently laid before Congress, he declares in more explicit terms—that 
although Maine has not yet taken Military possession of the disputed 
territory, a continued disposition on the part of Great Britain to delay a 
settlement of the question, (and upon this point the people of Maine 
intend apparently to constitute themselves the judges,) will not fail to 
induce such a step, whatever may be the consequences =.— 

It is clear to me that these open threats of further aggression, taken 
into view together with what has already passed, and with the permanent 
system of encroachment carrying on and persisted in through that part 
of the disputed territory which is on the South Side of the St. Johns, 
would, in point of right, fully justify us in taking Military possession, in 
our own defence, of the north bank of the St. Johns and of the Madawaska 
Settlements; and this is the ground which you will see I have assumed, 
in my public correspondence with the United State’s [sic] Government.— 

At the same time, as a matter of expediency, I am disposed to recom- 
mend, as I have stated to Your Excellency in my previous Despatch, and 
for the reasons there given, that the movement should be suspended.— 
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I think there is a fair prospect that the chief objects we have in view will 
be attained without it. If the movement of Troops had already been 
effected, then, the same arguments which have been used to assert our 
rights, would have served to justify and explain the Act: but now, the 
case is in some degree altered; and in face of the inquiries and explanations 
that have passed, and of the excitement that has been raised by the 
rumour of Military operations, with the attention of Congress publickly 
called to the subject, and proceedings thereon now pending in Congress,— 
it would be difficult to make the contemplated movement appear one of 
defence and precaution only, and not of offence and attack.— We 
should run the risk of giving Maine the advantage of appearing the 
aggrieved party, and of so enabling her to call the rest of the Union to 
the rescue:— Whereas J think there is now a better prospect than 
before, of Maine being isolated, and left without encouragement or 
support from the other States, in her wrongful pretensions: and this is 
undoubtedly a point of material advantage, with a view to the future 
conduct of the negotiation.— 

It is true that when I first learnt that the original orders given for the 
movement of Troops into the Valley of the St. Johns had been counter- 
manded, I was disappointed, and augured ill from the change; but it may 
now I hope turn out, that all has happened for the best.— 

I think in the mean time, that it ought to be made apparent both to 
Maine and to the United States, by every public demonstration which is 
practicable on the part of Her Majesty’s Authorities, that we are both 
resolved and ready to take Military possession of those parts of the 
disputed territory which have been referred to, upon the first official 
indication of the threats held out by the Authorities of Maine being about 
to be carried into effect— Whether it will be expedient for me to address 
my further declaration upon this point to the United State’s Government, 
will depend upon what is done in Congress, and in the Legislature of 
Maine.— 

I judge from the last letter which I have from Sir John Harvey, dated 
the 18th. Ultimo, that up to that time he had not received by the Halifax 
Packet, the Copy of Lord John Russell’s Despatch to Your Excellency 
of the 4th. of December.— 

[Enclosure is obviously item 1141.] 


TuHomson To [ArTHUR]: A.L.S. 


Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

After consultation with both Speakers I have sent to say that I will 
prorogue Parlt. on Friday!. 

I expect that the Assembly will perhaps act another day, but I believe 
that a 200 horse power would not keep many of the members beyond 
this week. 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 48-49. 


Government House, Toronto. 
Tam much obliged to you for the information Contained in your note 


of this morning. 


je. February 7. It was prorogued on February 10. 
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I find that, down to this hour, no application has been made for 
further time—so I have desired invitations to be sent to the Speakers, 
and a batch of other Members for Friday. 

Your message today in answer to the Address upon Claus’ Claim 
affords an illustration of your Notion of the Responsible Government 
Question which will go far to remove future misapprehensions. I should 
have enjoyed greatly to have seen the Countenances of the Members on 
its being read in the House. 


JF. LOvE 16 ARTHURS ACLS. Jp: 
London, U. C. 


I return you my sincere thanks for your kind letters of the 30th Ult. 
and for the inclination you have always shewn to serve me, which believe 
will be recollected with pleasure when many things which are now passing 
before us will be forgotten; and the only regret I shall feel in leaving this 
country will be the interruption to an intercourse which has tended more 
than any thing else to reconcile me to the number of disagreement(s] 
connected with our service in this part of the world. 

I am happy to hear, for the good of the service that the Catholic priest 
is likely to be removed, and as that will probably soon take place I will » 
not avail myself of your permission to prevent the men going to his 
Church, Altho were he to remain it must ultimately have taken place. 
I hear he now tells the Catholics of the Bands that they have no right to 
play the Protestants to Church. There is really no calculating the 
mischief such a man might do. The term papist and Orangeman is now 
frequently bandile]d about by the Men; a thing that was never heard of 
until we Came to this place. 

I enclose you a note I received from Major Eyre who now prefers 
remaining until we go to the Lower province. He was rather premature 
in selling all his things, even to his uniform and horse, and I have now 
given him a few days leave to visit the frontier while he is getting some 
uniform ready. In excuse for my forwarding the application I must 
explain that Capt Smith had been acting as Major since the departure of 
Major Lloyd in May last, and until the arrival of Major Eyres notification 
in October, and altho’ he is not quite the person I should choose to com- 
mand my Regt were there any thing serious to do, I thought that as 
Major Eyres case was rather urgent the Country quiet and likely to 
remain so, that I might venture to let him go; But under all circum- 
stances it is perhaps better as it is, and Eyre is too good a Soldier to feel 
a moments annoyance at the circumstance which has taken place. 

I scarcely think that my explanation respecting my Office could have 
been much considered, certainly not understood, for the office is indis- 
pensible and impossible to do without, for the Militia Service would alone 
require it; and as I cannot allow the service to suffer in my hands, if 
there are no other means of paying for it, hard as it is I must. There is 
really very little encouragement given to Officers to exert themselves for 
the good of the service, and there are unavoidable expenses attached to 
such a command as mine which few but yourself are, (or are willing to be) 
aware of. The Office is really a paltry saving, in fact no saving at all for 
the Money I check in the Militia pay lists alone before they go to Halkett 
would in the year more than pay the rent for my house and Office tofo]. 

Miss Auther [z.e. Arthur] said that in the event of my not being able 
to take my poor little Arab home that she would take it for her own use, 
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and if you have no objection to the arrangement Mrs. Love and myself 
would prefer as we are not likely to get so good a Mistress for him to send 
him at once to Toronto as soon as the warm weather sets in. He was 
given to me by a friend with the promise that I should not sell him, and 
that if I could not get a kind Master or Mistress for him to give him a 
Soldier’s death. I shall therefore send him with the same request. He 
is very gentle a perfect Ladies Horse and a very pretty charger. He is 
now nearly 15 years of age but a good deal of gentle work in him still. 
I feel quite happy in knowing that he will be in such good hands. 

I was just about closing my letter when I received one from Major 
Gardner the Commandant of Fort Gratiot of which I enclose an extract. . . 

P.S. I had the greatest pleasure in reading the address to you from 
the House of Assembly so honorable to themselves as well as to you. 

[Second enclosure lacking.] 


[Enclosure:] 


| 1840 | 
le, feb, 3 | 
Wlittta|m Eyre to Con. [J. F.] Love’ A.L.S. 2p. 


[Place not stated.| 

I enclose you the report you wished to have.— _ I forgot 
to mention to you last night that I would be much obliged 
to you to say to Sir George Arthur, when you write to him 
how sensible I am of his kindness to me on several occasions 
& that I should have done myself the honor to accept his 
invite had I passed thro’ Toronto— _ I would also wish to 
add that I have not the least desire to leave the country 
until I can do so with his certain approbation[.] We shall 
start almost immediately so if you let us have the letters 
it will be as well. 


THOMSON TO [ARTHUR]: A.L.S. 


[Toronto.| [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I have this evening received the inclosed from Sir R. Jackson—you 
see he sticks to his Dragoons at Niagara, so I suppose we must keep up 
Magrath’s troop, which will make the Major very happy. 

When you have perused Sir Rd. Jackson’s letter and considered the 
subject I shall be glad to have your opinion— We may talk it over to- 
morrow, if it is not inconvenient to you to call upon me about 3 past 12. 

[Enclosure lacking.] 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 49-50. 


Government House, Toronto. 

I thank you for allowing me to see Sir Richard Jackson’s letter, and 
I shall have great pleasure in considering it, and will wait upon you to- 
morrow. 

I have given the subject of Militia reorganization much consideration. 
At this time I will not trouble you with any detailed remarks, but the 
result is that I am convinced the plan recommended by the Committee 
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will not practically answer, nor will the Bill introduced by Colonel 
Adamson work well for the Country. 

I have heard every thing that can be urged by gentlemen holding 
rank in the Militia; but I am not so fully acquainted with the feelings or 
convenience of those who have to serve in the ranks, as is desirable.— 
I should much wish to collect more information from that quarter, and 
I will personally pursue this enquiry to its foundation, but this must be 
the work of some little time. 

The Calling out the Militia, and the embodying them clearly properly 
rests with the Civil Governor at all times, but, when the Provinces are 
united, possible points of difference may be avoided by placing the 
Militia when embodied altogether under the orders of the Commander 
of the Forces— I desired Mr Harrison to prepare the accompanying draft 
of a Bill, as well for this purpose, as to render the Assembly of Courts 
Martial more simple and less expensive—but, upon the whole, I have 
thought for the last two or three days that it is safer to defer the matter 
until the next session and then to repeal the act altogether, and make such 
provisions as upon mature consideration, shall be deemed most desirable. 
I am quite Convinced you could not act with a less fastidious or more 
conciliatory person than the present Commander of the Forces—but, I 
must say, that you cannot be too cautious in transferring any power over 
the Militia to other hands which can consistently remain with the Repre- 
sentative of the Sovereign. 

[Enclosure lacking.] 


[Str] R. D. JACKSON TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 3p. 


Montreal. 

The distribution of the troops in the Canadas, for 1840, was trans- 
mitted by the D. Q M G. rather as an arrangement proposed than decided 
upon, and was sent early for the benefit of your opinion, so far as your 
Province is concerned. 

I must beg you to excuse me for not having written formally to you 
with the arrangement. 

The omission certainly did not proceed from want of respect, or due 
attention and I am sure you will receive my apology in good part. 

I send for the wing of the 65th. only to get the Regmnt together, or 
nearly so, and I am very glad this movement meets with your con- 
currence[.| 

I am afraid the 83d will lose Men at Sandwich if that Post cannot be 
occupied by Militia. 

We have had fragments of a Mail by a sailing vessel to New York— 
the British[?] Queen having deferred her return until March next. 


G. R. GrASETT TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 2p. 


Ambherstburgh. 

I cannot any longer refrain from giving expression, however imperfect 
the attempt may be, to those warm feelings of gratitude which the un- 
wearied exertions of Your Excellency in my favor have given rise to. 

I do assure Your Excellency that I am most deeply sensible of these 
multiplied acts of disinterested kindness; and although I am painfully 
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conscious of my unworthiness of them all, I trust you will believe that it 
shall ever prove my anxious care to show that the generous confidence 
you have been pleased to repose in me has not been misplaced, and that 
the more than generous patronage you have bestowed is deeply—very 
deeply appreciated. 

I will not weary Your Excellency with repetitions of the warm feelings 
of my heart... 


THomson To [ARTHUR]: L. 2p. 


Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Copy” and “Private’’.] 

You are quite at liberty to tell Mr Jones that I have recommended him 
to Lord John Russell, and I shall be very glad that he should know that 
I have done so, both on your recommendation, and on my own sense of 
his services|.] 

I am very desirous not to raise expectations which may not be fulfilled, 
because experience has shewn me the difference between one’s power of 
rewarding merit in Civil Situations, and in Military Stations. 

[Endorsed: “‘original sent to Mr Jones’’.] 


THOMSON To [ARTHUR]: A.L.S. 2p. 


[Toronto.] [Marked ‘‘Confidential’’.] 

I find that many people are gone or going tomorrow, and therefore I 
think upon the whole it will be better mot to move in the question about 
which you spoke to me, especially as I myself made it a request to the 
parties who wished to bring it forward, that they would not do so, and 
they accordingly gave it up. 

My English Parliamentary notions lead me never to have a move 
made, unless it is to answer some object and I have got the “‘solid pud- 
ding”’ in this case—I care little for the ‘‘empty praise” of an address. 

Many thanks to you however for kindly interesting yourself about it. 


ARTHUR TO REvp. Mr. [WILLIAM] ARMsTRONG: LB.3, p. 99-102. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

Yr. letter dated 28th. November having been forwarded by way of 
Halifax, has been performing all the meanderings from North to South 
wh. is the fate of sailing vessels in making the Western passage; but the 
longer yr. letter has been in reaching me the more necessary is it that I 
should reply to it without delay. 

I do plead guilty of the most culpable neglect, in the way of private 
correspondence—not only towards you—but to all my most valued 
friends. It has, however, become such a disease upon me to protract 
“‘private|’’] correspondence—not only from Month to Month, but from 
Year to Year as to have become, by habit, quite incurable—&, were it 
not for a soul stirring remembrance now & then my private correspondence 
wd. have been utterly given up. You will naturally enough say ‘What 
have I to do with this? Yr. neglect in other quarters is no excuse for yr. 


not having answered my letters’’! 
I admit it—but what I wd. have you infer is this—that if I never 
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write to my dear Brother & Sisters, for whom I entertain the most 
affectionate love—it is evidence that, altho’ I have not written to you I 
may still possess a strong regard & most sincere esteem for you, & this is 
all I desire to establish. I shall never forget that for Many Years I was 
one of a Flock for whom, as a pastor, you labored incessantly; & that, 
by the Goodness of God, it was under Your Ministry I was first led to 
understand what the Gospel really was in truth & power—&, wanderer 
as I have been from the way, in wh. you exhorted me, with all your 
people, to walk, I nevertheless feel that I owe you the deepest debt of 
gratitude for having so plainly pointed it out & enjoined me to pursue it. 

After these observations, I need scarcely add that if I can serve Yr. 
Son in entering the Ministry it will afford me the greatest satisfaction. 
But how to do so is the difficulty! From what I have seen passing 
before my eyes, almost daily, during the last 2 years, it is impossible 
that I should advise you, or any other person in whose happiness I am 
interested, to send a son to Canada in the Ministry without your being 
warned fully of the unhappy state of the Church in this Country. 

In the year 1793 [z.e. 1791], when the Act was passed wh. gave a 
Constitution to Canada, a seventh portion of the Land was reserved for 
the support of a Protestant Clergy. No man who reads the Act, & 
compares the language used in it, with the terms employed in other acts 
at the same period can doubt that the Church of England was intended— 
but, it will bear a different Construction, & a different Construction the 
people of this Country are determined it shall receive. The consequence 
has been a most angry strife for many years. Your friend Mr. Mortimer 
I thought might give useful advice regardg. Yr. Son. I have accordingly 
had an interview with him, & now have pleasure to enclose a letter from 
him. He spoke to me most discouragingly as to the prospect of a Young 
Clergyman—but, from the state of distribution of the ‘‘Church”’ I can 
answer for it that there is abundance of work to be done & the Revd. Mr. 
Grasett, a Minister resident in Toronto is not, I find, by any means so 
desponding as Mr. Mortimer & hopes to see many Gentlemen come out 
under the auspices of the Society. 

There is every expectation that the two Canadas will be united by an 
Act of the Imperial Legislature. In this event my connexion with Upper 
Canada will be brought to a speedy close—but, shd. I remain in the 
Province & yr. son comes out I shall readily & cheerfully be of any service 
to him in my power—& so, I am sure, on my recommendation will the 
Bishop of Toronto; but, literally, there is no Church patronage. At 
least, | have never exercised any since I have administered the Govern- 


ment... [Suggests the Australian provinces as an alternative, and offers 
a letter for Montagu, colonial secretary of Van Diemen’s Land, now in 
England.] 


Before I came out here I understood that U. Canada wd. be formed 
into a District See & I took occasion to mention your name to Lord 
Glenelg as well as to the Bishop of London as a Clergyman whom I 
should earnestly desire to fill the Bishopric—but, what was considered by 
the Col. Minister to amount to a promise in favor of Doctor Strachan 
interfered—not only on my own account, but for the sake of this com- 
munity I deeply regret that my object was not gained. . . 

[Sends remembrances from Lady Arthur to Mrs. Armstrong and the 
family, and asks to be remembered to “our mutual friend Mr. Ditcher’’] 

[Enclosure lacking.] 
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ARTHUR TO JoHN Montacu: LB.6, p. 79. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

A very old & highly valued friend of mine, the Revd. Wm. Armstrong 
under whose Ministry I sat with great delight twenty years ago will very 
probably present this letter to you with the view of making inquiry 
whether there be any good opening in the Australian Colonies for his son 
who wishes to enter the Ministry. 

Do pray have the kindness to give him all the information in yi. 
power, & if you can in any way promote his views pray do so & you will 
conter a favor upon [me] wh. I shall feel exceedingly. 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 50. 


Government House, Toronto. 

I am not quite aware of what steps were taken by Lord Seaton with 
respect to the accommodation for the Troops on the Niagara Frontier, 
where we have, as you are aware, a Regiment of the Line stationed—but 
I drew his attention to it and especially pointed out that a Mess House 
was much required for the officers who have been deprived for more than 
18 months of the advantage of a Mess. Will your Excellency allow me 
to revert to the subject, and should Sir Richard Jackson recommend 
anything to be done, and should any reference be made to you from 
England, may I hope, you will give the most favorable consideration to 
a matter in which the Comfort of the Troops, both officers and men, is 
so much concerned. 


ARTHUR TO SiR R. D. Jackson: LB.5, p. 50-51. 


Government House, Toronto. 

I thank you most kindly for your letter of the 6th. Inst in which you 
inform me that the distribution of the Troops transmitted by the Dy 
Quarter Master General was rather an arrangement proposed, than 
decided upon. 

Just at this time I am preparing some letters which I am excessively 
anxious to get ready for the ‘‘Liverpool’’, but, in the course of two or three 
days I will with pleasure submit a few observations on the proposed 
arrangement merely for your consideration— at the same time I will 
suggest a corresponding disposition of the Militia. 

I am very glad to find that you have it in contemplation to propose 
arming a small proportion of the Force with good Rifles—if we have any 
thing to do, I am persuaded the benefit of this arm will be found to be 
great. 

The session of the Provincial Parliament was closed yesterday, and 
the Governor General will return to Montreal, I believe, on Friday or 
Saturday, having succeeded to the utmost of his wishes, and beyond his 
expectations. All is quiet on our Frontier, and the spirit of sympathy 
for the sufferings of the Canadians seems to be quite extinguished. 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 51-52. 


Government House, Toronto. 
I have looked into the case of the officers of the second Incorporated 


Regiment of Militia. The first set of Papers refer to a complaint made 
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by Mr Griffis an inhabitant of Chatham, against Captain Muttlebury 
for an assault. The evidence of Captn Cronyn on the one side, and of 
Lieut Tench on the other is Conflicting to a degree that is unaccountable. 
I apprehend the best way to dispose of this case would be to inform 
Mr Griffis that his complaint against Captain Muttlebury has no con- 
nexion with military duties, and that it is quite open to him to take 
proceedings in the Civil Courts. 

With respect to the second set of Papers it would appear that most 
discreditable conduct as Military officers, is imputed to Captn Cronyn 
and Captn Muttlebury. I cannot think it necessary—and it is both a 
troublesome, and expensive proceeding—to assemble a Court Martial; 
but the circumstances may be referred for the investigation of a Court of 
Enquiry, consisting of one Field officer and two Captains, and if the 
statements are in their opinion substantiated, the services of both officers 
may, at once, very properly be dispensed with[.] 

Should your Excellency concur with me in this opinion, I will, if you 
please, direct the Asst Adjt General to Her M. Forces to issue the neces- 
sary orders, & Colonel Kingsmill who happens to be now at Toronto may 
be appointed President, and start tomorrow morning for Chatham. 


W{tLt1a]mM Cox To ArTHur: A.L.S. 2p. 


Whitby. 

I feel I did not sufficiently express myself to you in terms of obligation 
for your very kind offer of exerting yourself in my favor with Lord Hill. 

I had made an application to Lord Fitzroy Somerset by letter on the 
5th Inst for removal to a Regt. of the Line and should you be com- 
municating with him shortly I shall take it a great favor by your saying 
any thing you may think would further my views on that subject and for 
which I shall be extremely obliged. 


THOMSON To [ARTHUR]: A.L.S. 


Toronto. 

I have read the papers and I quite concur in the view you take. Will 
you then be good enough to give the necessary orders with respect to an 
Enquiry, and I will direct the Revd. Gentleman to be informed that he 
must seek his remedy at law— 

I presume that the enquiry should extend to the conduct of Mr. Tench 
who appears to have taken to Bill sticking like Mr. Cronyn, as well as to 
the other two— 


TuHomsoNn To ArtTHuR: A.L.S. 


Toronto. 

I am not aware of anything having been done in the matter to which 
you refer, but I am very much obliged to you for having noticed it, and 
I will not fail when I return to Montreal, to make enquiries of Sir Rd. 
Jackson, and endeavor to have some steps taken. 

Because 1 am a civilian myself, I am the more anxious that the comfort 
and convenience of the officers and troops in the colony should be con- 
sulted, and I hope that they will find this to be the case. 
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ARTHUR TO RUSSELL: LB.5, p. 257-269. 


Government House, Toronto. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt on the 6th. Instant of 
your Lordship’s Despatch of the 30th. November, transmitting ‘extracts 
of a correspondence which has passed between your Lordship’s Under 
Secretary and Sir Geo: Stephen, the Solicitor of Mr Loane, and Mr Loane 
himself, on the subject of certain charges[”’] brought against me by the 
latter gentleman in reference to Mr Loane’s case, and your Lordship 
requests me to transmit any explanation on the subject it may be in my 
power to afford. 

Sir Geo: Stephen’s ‘‘Remarks’’, which he characterized as “bold and 
perhaps unprecedented”’, impute to me as well as to others, as your Lord- 
ship appears readily to have perceived, corrupt motives, and Mr Vernon 
Smith, in consequence, called upon Sir George Stephen for the “proofs, 
whatever they may be, on which the imputations of unworthy motives 
are to be, supported ”’ 

The learned Solicitor’s reply of the 14th. of November contains no 
proof whatever! He retires at once from his “bold” assertions, and only 
distinctly charges ‘‘gross injustice towards Mr Loane on the part of the 
Authorities abroad if those ‘Papers’ (what Papers they are does not 
appear by the Extract) may be credited.” 

This way of dealing with the “authorities abroad”’ is common enough 
with irritated and disappointed Complainants in the Colonies, but I 
should fain hope it is indeed, as Sir George Stephen imagines, amongst 
respectable gentlemen at the Bar in London “unprecedented.” 

I will not disguise that I am mortified exceedingly in being called 
upon by your Lordship to defend myself from a charge of corruption, 
unsupported by a single iota of presumptive or prima facie proof, but, 
being called upon, however repugnant to my feelings, I cannot decline, 
although, upon every principle of justice, as a preliminary to any further 
attention being given to his complaint, Sir George Stephen, I conceive, 
was bound to adduce proofs of the corruption with which he charged 
“the authorities’... 

[Proceeds to examine and reply to the statement, which primarily 
concerns the rightful ownership of a house and land in Hobart, as between 
a Madame D’Hotman and Loane, and the hire, by the government, of 
the house for an orphan asylum, with a claim for compensation resulting 
from dilapidation. It is suggested that the decision on the ownership 
question was influenced by the government’s desire to suppress a sub- 
stantial claim for dilapidations. It is also charged that the cause ‘‘never 
yet has received full or decent consideration.”’} 

What the learned gentleman means by decent consideration, I do not 
comprehend, and, therefore, can make no observation upon it. But, if, 
to have heard Mr Loane tell his, literally for hours together; if, to have 
patiently endured the most hasty and uncourteous observations from 
him; if, to have read with the greatest attention every line that was 
addressed to the Government upon the subject, and to have drafted 
almost every answer myself; if, to have listened to the most mournful 
history of injustice from Madame D’Hotman and her daughter; if, to 
have heard frequently the conflicting arguments of Mr Gellibrand, Mr 
Stephen, Mr Hesse, Mr Rowlands, Mr McDowell and Mr R. L. Murray; 
if, taking and acting upon the advice severally of the Attornies General 
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Montague, Stephen, and McDowell; if referring the whole case before 
the Board expressly constituted for the examination of claims to titles 
to Grant Deeds... if, considering the subject in the Executive Council, 
of which the Chief Justice was a Member; if, transmitting the Papers to 
his Honor’s Residence in order that he might more deliberately investigate 
and examine the whole bearings of the respective claims, before he de- 
livered his advice in Council, constitute a full consideration of the case, 
then Sir George Stephen’s assertion is not entitled to that credit which 
he claims for it. 

Notwithstanding the danger of entering into particulars in such a case 
as this, without having any Papers to which I can refer, I will neverthe- 
less, venture to submit my recollections and impressions, having no 
apprehension that I can greatly err in any important particulars. 

Mr Loane brought with him to Van Diemen’s Land, as his Mistress, 
from the Isle of France, Madame D’Hotman, accompanied by her 
daughter. This lady had some money, jewels, and other Property; and, 
judging by appearances, it might reasonably be concluded that her 
wealth constituted her chief attraction. . . 

[Disagreements, parting, reconciliation, and separation followed. 
Meanwhile in 1823 Madame D’Hotman applied for and obtained a town 
allotment in Hobart. A handsome building was erected, apparently by 
Loane, & after its completion in 1826 was rented by the government as 
an asylum for orphans. Madame D’Hotman had claimed that Loane 
had administered her affairs & that the house was hers. Loane claimed 
she had surrendered her interest in the land to him. Litigation on this 
& other property followed. After investigation by the commission, and 
on the advice of the attorney general and executive council, the patent 
was given to Madame D’Hotman. Mr Alfred Stephen, on returning to 
the colony & resuming his office of attorney general came into the case 
as acting for Loane although an official of the government, and apparently 
he used government information in presenting a statement. This was 
protested by the other side, & the executive council restricted him from 
acting further in the case.] 

Mr Alfred Stephen, I thought had been imprudent in the course he 
had taken, considering he was the legal adviser of the Government, but 
I am satisfied that he had acted throughout under a strong impression 
that Mr Loane had been deeply injured, and that it was the duty of 
Government to afford every facility in trying the question in a Court 
of Law. 

Such was the position of this case down to the period of my leaving 
Van Diemen’s Land. Mr Stephen was then restrained from conducting 
the case, only because he was Attorney General; but, as he afterwards 
resigned that Office, and still practiced [szc] at the Bar in the Colony, I 
am at a loss to understand why the case has not been prosecuted or 
brought to a final determination in the Colonial Courts... [Perhaps the 
writ was recalled. The merits of the case are now so well known in 
Van Diemen’s Land that Arthur doubts if evidence could be produced 
that would induce the court to issue another writ.] 


ARTHUR TO SIR JAMES McGricor: LB.3, p. 91. 


Govt. House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 
Yr. note dated 4th. September was forwarded to me a few days ago 
by Mr. Hugh Mc.Grigor. 
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It will give me great pleasure to be in any way useful to this Gentleman 
and I will desire a note to be addressed to him to ascertain what his 
wishes are. 


ARTHUR TO SIR JAMES McGricor: LB.3, p. 91-92. 


Govt. House, Toronto. (Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

Circumstances of a very peculiar nature have led me to feel very 
desirous that Mr. George Grasett should get a Commission in the Medical 
Branch of the Army. The Govr. Genl. feels the same, and whilst I have 
written officially, Mr. C. Poulett Thomson has written privately, to 
Lord John Russell begging that he will kindly interest himself in the 
matter with the Horse Guards. The difficulty in our way is—that 
Mr. Grasett, altho’ essentially in a high degree qualified, is not so formally 
& we are sadly afraid that our endeavors may thereby prove fruitless. 
All I venture to beg of you is—to be as merciful as you possibly can, & 
contribute in this matter your aid towards ‘‘Settling the Canadas”’, 

Lt. Col. Airey I find by the accompanying letter has volunteered to 
be of any service. 

My Despatch, with all the Documents wh. accompany it will no doubt 
be referred to you; but, in the mean time I beg to enclose a copy of the 
Memorial with a few of the Papers—entertaining the hope that, if any 
thing can be done Mr. Grasett may be appointed to the vacancy which 
I hear is likely to occur immediately in the 65th. Regt. 

[Enclosures lacking.] 


ARTHUR TO [JoHN] Montacu: Df. A.L.S. 2p. 


Govt. House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I have received your very short note of the 15 Decr and, although I 
have literally but a moment, I must let you know that I have received a 
Dispatch from Lord John Russell with a Mass of Extracts of Papers 
transmitted to the Colonial Office by Sir Geo Stephen in the case of 
Loane. I would send you copies of the Extracts, but it is impossible to 
get them ready in time. Copy of my reply, however, is enclosed for your 
perusal. This originates with your friend the Judge in New South Wales 
& He seems to have communicated to his Cousin George all his own bad 
feelings. I have given my recollections of the matter & hope you will 
think that they are correct & conclusive. 

You will, no doubt, be, some way or other, mixed up with the affair, 
which has been your fate for some years past. What a plague Alfred 
Stephen has been to me! 

The Governor General who has been Here for two months returns to 
Lower Canada Tomorrow— 

We have continued on the best possible terms and considering Himself 
in fact—though not in name—still one of the Ministry He has frequently 
adverted to the great obligations the Government are under to me & to 
my claims upon them in the event of the Union taking place.— In the 
event of Halifax being vacant I shd. like to go there—but, that is un- 
certain, & I am not sure that my return to London would not be, at all 
events, of much service. 

My Expenses Here have been very great—and, in the event of re- 
turning to England in the Summer, I shall want to be in funds. Will 
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you mention this to Mr Hamilton to whom I cannot now write & say 
that next week I will send Bills of Exchange for £3000—to be drawn & 
deposited with my Bankers so as to put me out of trouble & anxiety in 
that way— 

I have not another moment... 

PS My great anxiety at present is to put you in possession of the 
Copy of my Dispatch. 

[Enclosure referred to is probably item 1168.] 


ARTHUR TO RUSSELL: LB.3, p. 92-93. 


Government House, Toronto. {Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

The accompanying note from Mr. Thomson was to accompany an 

official application from myself respectg. Mr. George Grasett— I have 
accordingly this day addressed a Despatch to Your Lordship upon the 
subject marked ‘‘Separate’”’.— 

The Governor General independently of what I said in my note to 
him, is aware, & will no doubt inform Your Lordship why at this moment 
it is politically of some importance to do something for Mr. Grasett, & 
as I understand it is likely that there will be a vacancy in the 65th. Regt. 
at present stationed in this Province I hope it may be possible to arrange 
Mr. Grasett’s appointment to that corps. 

[Enclosure lacking.] 


ARTHUR TO SIR R. D. Jackson: LB.5, p. 53-54. 


Government House, |Toronto.] 

With reference to my note of the 11th. Instant, I beg to inform you 
that I offer my opinion upon the proposed disposition of the Troops 
with great hesitation because I do not know all the circumstances under 
which the disposition is proposed—but, as you kindly wish me to do so, 
I venture to mention that, if it can be avoided, it is undesirable to move 
the 85th. Regt. 

This Corps has been for a very long time separated, and the Companies 
stationed at Sandwich and Windsor have suffered severely from the low 
Fever so prevalent on the Western Frontier, and I do not know any 
Regt in this Command that more requires to be brought together and to 
repose! For this purpose London is an admirable quarter[.] 

Lt Colonel Booth 43rd. Regt is expected out early in the spring. In 
the event, therefore, of the 85th. Regt remaining at London, and of 
Colonel Dundas getting leave which I believe he expects, Lt Colonel 


Booth will be the senior officer in the Western District, and a better 


officer could not be placed there. The 34th. Regt has also suffered very 
much from the fever in the West, and it may be worth your consideration, 
perhaps, as there is a good deal of Marsh Miasma occasionally at King- 
ston, [whether] it would not be more desirable to send a Wing of the 32nd. 
there. The men of the 34th. will for another year be very liable to 
relapse. I am sadly afraid that the 93rd—though one of the best Corps 
we have—will desert upon an extensive scale but this cannot be avoided — 
they must of course take their tour of Frontier duty. 

On Monday I will forward to you the copy of a Letter and its en- 
closures which I have just addressed to the Governor General respecting 
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Militia—in the mean time, I wish to say, in answer to your enquiry upon 
the point, that the militia might very well occupy Sandwich and Windsor. 

This will enable you to keep two Corps together at London which in 
this Province is of the greatest importance—provided you can consent 
to build Huts at London for another Wing. There is plenty of Wood 
upon the spot, and all that is necessary may be done at a small expense. 

The Governor General proceeds East on Monday morning, and, I 
believe, altogether pleased at the result of his expedition. 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 52-53. 


Government House, Toronto. 

I enclose Colonel Love’s letter with the report from Lieut Perriott! 
respecting the five American soldiers who landed from Fort Gratiot in 
search of a Deserter. It appears the Deserter had committed a Robbery 
upon one of his Comrades, and this excited the soldiers beyond all bounds, 
and betrayed them into the great impropriety they committed. 

Col Love, as you are already aware, relying upon the statement of 
Major Gardner (Commanding at Fort Gratiot) that the men had acted 
entirely without orders, directed the soldiers to be immediately sent back 
to their Post— I did not approve of this Course of proceeding, until a 
report had been made to Govt, but it seems to have had the best possible 
tendency, and the officers and respectable people at Fort Gratiot and 
at Detroit appear to be highly gratified at the promptitude with which 
the soldiers were permitted to return to their Country. 

I enclose also a letter from Colonel Love for your perusal—the 
extract from Major Gardner’s is written in a good spirit—he is one of 
the best officers in the States— Still you, will, perhaps, think it well 
that Mr Fox should sound in the ears of Congress what a grave offence 
has been committed, & how readily it has been forgiven. 

[Enclosures lacking.] 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: L. 7p. 


Government House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Copy.”’] 

Referring to the communication which I did myself the honor to 
address to your Excellency on the 22nd. Ultimo, respecting the Militia 
Force, Clothing, and Equipment required for the service of Upper Canada, 
I have the honor to state that the opinions which I therein expressed have 
undergone no change in any respect; and should your Excellency concur 
generally, it is necessary to ascertain what number of the men now em- 
ployed are willing to enter into an engagement to extend their services. 

I have considered the subject upon the conviction that a precautionary 
or defensive force should be maintained upon the lowest possible scale to 
effect the object desired. 

The accompanying Memorandum [marginal entry here reads: ‘‘No.1”’] 
contains the suggestions I would recommend for the reduction of the 
present force on the 30th. of April next; and for the establishment of the 
Force to be retained after that period. 


1Spelling is ‘‘Perriot” in item 1136. Probably same person as Lieut. Perrier, mentioned 


in item 1186. 
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Your Excellency will perceive that I propose to retain 
Five weak Corps of Incorporated Militia, 
One Company of Coloured Men, 
One Troop of Cavalry. 

The whole constituting a force of 87 Officers of all ranks, and 1777 
Noncommissioned Officers and men, being a reduction of about one half 
of the present force with a diminution of expense considerably greater in 
proportion. 

If an augmentation of strength should be required, those Battalions ° 
already well drilled might be doubled by Volunteers from the Militia, 
giving a force in round numbers of about 3200 Bayonets. 

Should events require a still larger force those Battalions might be 
divided, and then being augmented by a further equal body of Volunteers 
from the Militia, a force of 6400 Bayonets would be given to the Country 
that might be rapidly brought into an efficient state; and all the excite- 
ment, and bad feeling, and great increase of expense too, occasioned by 
the sudden formation of new Corps, as was the case last Winter, and 
during the Winter of 1837, would be avoided. 

By the same process, the 6400 men might be doubled; and as this large 
armament would never be required except under circumstances of pressing 
emergency, it may be hoped that men would again come forward volun- 
tarily, as they have always done in Upper Canada; and the most objection- 
able of all measures—that of raising a force by ballot,—would be avoided. 

With respect to the Cavalry, I understand it is not the intention of 
the Commander of the Forces to augment the Regular Cavalry in the 
Upper Province. It would be very desirable, therefore, to retain on 
Service three Troops of the Provincial Cavalry: One for the Western 
District; one for the Eastern District; and one for the Home District. 
But, as, under the most economical arrangement, it is an expensive Arm, 
I have at present proposed to continue only one Troop after 30th. April, 
leaving it open to propose a further augmentation hereafter, if circum- 
stances should appear absolutely to require it. 

To the advantage of employing Provincial Cavalry, as a mere question 
of expense, I have given much consideration, and I beg to enclose a 
Memorandum [marginal entry here reeds ‘‘No 2”’] upon the subject. 

Your Excellency will perceive that; on the terms on which the Pro- 
vincial Cavalry are at present engaged, the comparison is in favor of the 
Regular Cavalry; but, under any new arrangement, from the experience 
now acquired, I consider that the Horse Allowance may be reduced from 
2/6d to 1/6d per diem which will give a result rather in favor of the Pro- 
vincial Cavalry. 

I also enclose a Requisition for Clothing [marginal entry here reads 
“No 3”], end strongly recommend that one half at least may be sent out 
on the very first opening of the navigation, in order that we may have 
the means of clothing the force which it is proposed to continue after the 
30th. April. The expense of all Military Equipment in the Province has 
hitherto been enormous, Certainly, last year, it occasioned an excess of 
at least one third, which upon a large expenditure, becomes of very 
serious importance. 

[The above, together with the following enclosures, is attached to 
item 1127.] 


[Enclosures:] 


1840 ARTHUR PAPERS : 419 


[ 1176 ] { 1840 | 
[c. Feb. 15 | 
F[REDERICK] HALKETT: M. 16p. 


No. 1 

Memorandum relating to the strength of the Militia of 
Upper Canada proposed to be retained on service after 30th. 
April 1840. 

It is proposed, after 30th. April next, when the term of 
Service of the Militia now embodied will expire, to dispense 
with the services of all the Independent Companies, of the 
Artillery Company at Kingston, and of all the Troops and 
Detachments of Cavalry with the exception of the Troop of 
Dragoons at Toronto. 

The reduced Force would then consist of, 

The five Incorporated Battalions, stationed (Head Quarters) 
at Chatham, Niagara, Hamilton, Kingston and Cornwall. 

Of the Coloured Corps on the Niagara Frontier formed into 
one Company. 

Of Major Magrath’s Dragoons. 

It is suggested that each of the Battalions should be reduced 
to the following Establishment viz. 

Lieut Colonel (or Major) Without Command Money 
Adjutant and Acting Quarter Master 
1 Paymaster 
1 Surgeon 
4 Captains 
4 Lieutenants 
4 Ensigns 
1 Serjeant Major 
1 Quarter Master Serjeant 
12 Serjeants 
16 Corporals 
4 Drummers 
288 Privates.— 
That the Establishment of the Coloured Com- 


Captain 
2 Lieutenants 
1 Ensign 
4 Serjeants 
4 Corporals 
1 Drummer 
OG Prvates.— 
That the Cavalry should consist of, 
1 Captain 
1 Lieutenant 
1 Cornet 
3 Serjeants 
3 Corporals 
1 Trumpeter 
Diy Lroopers.— 
amounting altogether to 
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1777 Men, with 
87 Officers of all ranks. 
There are now embodied about— 

3377 Men, with 

168 Officers.— 

A reduction would therefore be effected of about one half 
of the present force. 

The diminution of expense, however, would be considerably 
gre: ter in proportion, as the most expensive force, the Cavalry, 
now numbering 

372 Men, with 

18 Officers, 
would be reduced to 
57 Men, and 

3 Officers 


No. 2 
Statement No. 1 
The comparative Expense of a Troop of Regular Cavalry 
and of Provincial Dragoons with three Officers and forty eight 
Troop Horses for one year, shewing the Items of expenditure 
in which the two Services vary, for the first year. 


Regular Provincial 
Av P0506 ta Soa Eaye eee eee 60.. 0.. 0 
8d 297 208 Ore 
=, 26 =o ee RatOiies dane we ee ee O7 i 103.408 
117.. 0... 0....3, Contingent Allowance .. 14.. 0.. 0 
86s 025 60 Ging VEC lOUINy oa7.e atts eee aren —.. 
A. 1248). 7000 
Be 37 eelU een 5 SHOrses. + nk eee es 716254500 
Ge 4205) 310s 
1710; 0... Orees6. Transport 
from England &c. ...—=..-= <.= 
ESOS Seog ie £2070. .10. .104 


Shewing for the first year a balance against the Regular 
Cavalry of £1584. .16. .9.__ 

*Horse Allowance at 2/6 per diem[.] 

Note— 

Arguing upon the popularity of the Cavalry Service, no 
charge has been made for Bounty for the Provincial Cavalry ;— 
but, supposing a Bounty to be necessary—say of £2—a man— 
the Balance against the Regular Cavalry would be reduced by 
£96 only. 


Statement No. 2 
— during the second and succeeding years 


Regular Provincial 

is. HOOSe, sam eee pia Ealy sche o rae an eee 
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2 ae: years te 
By 1200723. c104) 8. Pleresay. 2) ee eed POZO; ee 
Cy 412.10 | 

7 ee ee ee 6. Transport 


from England &c.... —.. -.. - 
Lee ae aighre aig do RETIOLO NG sie Fx. vldin bc 2 —.. 2 


pe WS a bees | £2070. .10. . 103 


tole 


Shewing for the second and each following year a balance 
against the Provincial Cavalry of £875..15.. 9[.] 


Statement No. 3 
Suggestions for a reduction of the Expenses attending a 
Troop of Provincial Dragoons, and shewing result of the same, 
if carried into effect—in comparison with the Regulars. 


There are three Officers Two officers might be 
to each Troop in the Regular sufficient with the same 
Service number of Horses (48) in 


the Provincial Service, 
effecting a saving of the 
Cornet’s pay viz—£146 
per annum 
The present Horse 
Allowance is 2/6a day. It 
might be reduced to 1s/6, 
‘ effecting a saving of £650 
per annumn|.] 


Statement No 1 would then stand thus: 


Regular Provincial 
£3655-7-74 £2070-10-104 
minus 796---—-- being the 
reduction 
as above 
3655-7-73 1274-10-10} 


Shewing for the first year a balance in favor of Provincial 
Cavalry of about £2380-16-9[.] 


Statement No. 2 would then stand as follows: 
£1194-15-14 1274-10-103 


Shewing for the second and succeeding years a balance in 
favor of the Regular Cavalry of about £79-15-9[.] 

In point of fact, however, assuming these two last State- 
ments to be correct, there will be a saving on the side of the 
Provincial Cavalry for about the first thirty years, without 
taking into consideration the interest upon £380. .16. .9 being 
the excess of expenditure on the side of the Regular Cavalry 


for the first year. 
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Explanatory Remarks 


Regular 

The sums under the Head 
of ‘‘Regular” are partly taken 
from a Return furnished by 
the Paymaster of 7th. Hussars 
see accompanying copy 


Provincial 


Statement No. 1 


No. 1A. This item arises 
from the 9 dismounted men 
borne on the strength of a 
Regular Troop|[.] 

No. 1.B. This is the 
proportion for one Troop of 
the Pay of Field and Staff 
Officers, involving also an 
expenditure on account of 
Rations, Forage, Mess 
Allowances, Hospital and 
Medicineg{.] 


No. 3. This item, £117— 
includes the allowance in lieu 
of Boots and Spurs flannels 
&c which is yearly decreasing. 


No. 4. This is the 
Allowance for Winter 
Clothing the first year[.| 


No. 5. Comprising 
A. The purchase of 48 
Horses at £26 each, the 
price allowed by Regulation|.] 
B. The yearly interest upon 
this sum. 
C. Farriery[.] 


In the Provincial Caval- 
ry, there are only as many 
men as Horses. 

The only corresponding 
expenditure for the Pro- 
vincial Cavalry viz for 
Medical attendance, in- 
cluding Medicines, is likely 
to be covered by £60 a 
year; except in Garrisons, 
where the Surgeons of the 
Line or embodied Militia 
afford Medical aid without 
any expense, save that for 
Medicines. 


No. 2. The Provincial 
Troops are not put under 
stoppages for Rations. This 
is the amount of Ration 
Stoppages for 3 officers and 
48 men. 


No 3. About £14, com- 
prising the expenses of 
Stationery, Postage, and 
Repair of Arms, has been 
found to be about the 
average charge throughout 
the Province. 


No. 4. No extra Allow- 
ance has hitherto been 
granted to the Provincials 
for Winter Clothing. 


No. 5. The allowance 
of 2s/6 per diem renders 
unnecessary the purchase 
by Government of say 48 
Horses at £26 (Regulation 
Price) £1248 and includes 
the expenses of Saddlery 
and Farriery and relieves 
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Government from all lia- 
bility on account of Casual- 
ties accidents or deaths 
except from wounds in 
action. 
No. 6. Computing the cost 

of an Infantry Soldier drilled 

and landed at the Capital 

of Upper Canada to be about 

£30, and reckoning the same 

for a Dragoon, although it is 

probable that the expense in this 

case is greater. (There are 

57 men in each Troop)[.] 


Statement No. 2. 

No. 4. The allowance for 
Winter Clothing after the first 
year is 5s a man. 

No. 5.C. Being on account 
of Wear and Tear of Troop 
Horses cast and sold and 
purchasing others. 

This item is likely to encrease 
with each succeeding year, and 
would probably be much greater, 
were the Regulars detached as 
the Provincials have been. 

No. 6. Taking the expenses 
of relieving officers and men, 
of Transfer, Recruiting and such 
like casualties to amount 
annually to 1 of the sum of 
£1710— (see foregoing 
Statement)|.] 


The foregoing Remarks shew that there is some difficulty 
in reducing the comparative Statement to Figures, in venturing 
which, I can at most expect to arrive at an approximation, and 
there are also other expenses to be taken into consideration 
respecting which I am unable to give any Statement in Figures, 
the principal of which are 


The cost of Saddlery and The Horse Allowance 
Horse Furniture provides for these expenses. 
Transport of Horses from 
England 


The particulars of expenditure on account of the Provincial 
Cavalry being accurately known, and not subject to variation 
from year to year, every item of expense attending them has 
been considered in these Remarks;—not so, however, as regards 
the Regular Cavairy concerning which I have not the same 
information. 

(Signed) F. Halkett 
A.M.S. 
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[1177] 1840 
Jan. 20 
C. McCarty: M. 


A Return of the annual expenses of four Troops of the 7th. 
(The Queens Own Hussars) in Canada 
Montreal 20th January 1840[.] 


£ 5 D 
Pay of officers ASL aot 
Pay of men 5970 9 1 
Contingent Allowance 431 4 
Ordinary charge for Farriery 1 5 
Extra Do — Do 368 10 6 
Forage for Officers & Troop Horses 4617 5 
Officers Rations; beyond what they pay and 
defrayed by the Public 190 
Men — Do — Do 1423 S) 
*Winter Clothing for the Men 
the first year 352, tk0 
Wear & Tear of Troop Horses cast 
& sold and purchasing others 450 
Men discharged with Pension 125 
Wood for officers and men 600 
Lodging money for officers when 
not occupying Barracks 850 
In Lieu of Boots & Spurs flannels &c 36-43 15 
Total £19898 19 74 


* An annual allowance of 5s/ per man for the Repairs of 
Winter Clothing the 1st. of October. 
: (Signed) C. McCarty Captain 
Paymaster 7th. 
Hussars[.] 
[ 1178 ] 1840 
Feb. 15 
RICHARD BULLock: M.S, 


No. 3. 
Return of Clothing &c, required for 10,000 Infantry Militia of 
Upper Canada; viz, 500 Sergeants, 120 Drummers and Buglers, 
and 9380, Rank and File. 

Toronto, Upper Canada, 15th February, 1840. 
[This is a table showing 30 each of ‘‘coatees’’, ‘‘trowsers’’, caps, 
forage caps, swords and belts, sashes for staff-sergeants; 470 of 
each of these for sergeants; 120 each of coatees, trowsers, caps 
and forage caps for drummers, fifers, and buglers; 9,380 of each 
of the same for rank and file; 10,000 each of “‘knapsacks & 
straps with tins complete for all ranks’’, “‘stocks & clasps for 
all ranks’, haversacks; 10,500 Boots for all ranks; 30 bugles. 
In a column headed ‘‘Remarks” is entered: ‘Cloth red, 
Facings Blue, Lace White, Buttons with VR surmounted with 
a Crown (with the words round) Upper Canada Militia.”’ 
There is a footnote which reads: ‘10,000 Great Coats”. The 
table is signed “Richard Bullock Adjut. Genl Militia’’.] 
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C. A. HAGERMAN To ARTHUR: A.L.S. 2p. 


Toronto. 

I this day took the oaths and assumed my seat, as one of the Judges 
of the Court of Queens Bench in this Province—and thus terminated my 
political career.— 

In my last conversation with The Governor General, I felt it due to 
myself to mention that but for an (unintentional) act of injustice— 
admitted to be such by the Secretary of State, I should at this moment 
be the Senior Judge in the Province, instead of the Junior—and expressed 
a hope that this fact in addition to my having filled the office of Attorney 
General, and other circumstances would be considered as establishing 
some claims upon the Government, should opportunities hereafter occur 
for my advancement.— 

I further mentioned to The Governor General that it was my intention 
to apply for twelve months leave of absence from the first of May next, 
and that if Your Excellency should assent to my request, I hoped he 
would not oppose any objection—and which he very kindly promised 
me he would not do.— 


THomson To [ARTHUR]: A.L.S. 


[Toronto.| 

Many thanks— After this explanation I think it better not to write 
to Fox on the matter. I have more reliance on the U.S. Officers than on 
their Civilians, and therefore I will not stir the matter at Washington. 

It may be as well perhaps if you write privately to Coll. Love to tell 
him to take an opportunity of telling the officers, Major Gardners kind, 
that I felt so satisfied with the frank and conciliatory manner in which he 
met this matter, that I would not even allude to the circumstances in my 
correspondence with Mr. Fox. 

[The above is endorsed “Montreal”, but this must be an error. 
Thomson did not leave Toronto until Feb. 17; moreover the above is 
apparently a reply to Arthur to Thomson: Feb. 15, item 1174] 


J. B. Ropinson To ArtHuR: A.L.S. 4p. 


Wandsworth. . 
Not many days ago I wrote to Your Excellency by a packet, which at 
this season is likely to have a tedious passage— I do not remember any 


thing in it that I need repeat here except Mr. Falkner’s wish that I would 
explain to you the cause of his protracted absence—he has been ill with 
rheumatism—but is now better & purposes to embark in a short time— 
I corrected also an error into which Your Excellency had fallen in imag- 
ining that a number of the Qy. Review contained part of a letter that had 
been addressed by you to me— _ So far from it, I had no idea from whom 
the short letter alluded to was—but have since ascertained & I dare say 
I need not remind you.— __I will only repeat here that you will oblige me 
by remembering to set me right in this respect with any one to whom you 
may ‘have mentioned the supposed incident— I not only never made 
public a word written by Your Excellency on any subject, but never for 
a moment thought of doing so— 

The Newspapers give us U C. dates of the 17. Jany.— I have 
nothing so late by three weeks The rumor of Your Excellency’s 
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retirement is contradicted by the Govt. on a question asked in the House 
of Commons—and as to the other names of removals, they may or may 
not be true— I hardly know on which side the probability lies— The 
authority is to say the least not satisfactory— Nothing would surprise 
me—not even the Government being placed in the hands of Mr. Bidwell, 
with the assent of a Majority of the Legve. Cl. & House of Assembly— 
If it were only urgently pressed—we should have eloquent speeches in 
favor of the policy, I doubt not, and except for Sir Francis Head, I don’t 
know who would be found boldly & openly to condemn it— However 
instead of leaning[?] to what it is melancholy to reflect upon—it is better 
to forget, so far as we can, the past & to look forward with hope to the 
future— I can not understand upon what ground any British Subject 
in or out of Canada can venture to promise himself that the times & 
scenes of 1825—1829—& 1835 will not return again in Upper Canada, & 
whenever they do, in what situation will an insulted & defied Governmnt 
find themselves?-— The radicals evidently look forward to that result— 
Will Ministers suspend the constitution then throughout Canada, as they 
have been driven to doin LC? They will not dare to do it—& perhaps 
they ought not—the other alternative will be to submit to whatever a few 
demagogues enthroned in the Assembly may choose to dictate— I know 
that the leading Montreal Merchants who are pressing the Union (loyal 
though they are) feel this to be a very probable result—but for the sake 
of other advantages which they anticipate they are willing to run the 
risque—standing ready to cut their cable when the gale comes on, & 
make for England— No Governor who has ever administered the Govt. 
in U.C. has any confidence in the Union— I shall hope to the last that 
Parliament will reject the ruinous scheme—but if it does not—the day is 
not distant when the Govt. will know whether those were their best 
friends who by their active cooperation, or their silence assisted them in 
their infatuated policy, or those who earnestly & openly warned them of 
their error— Lord Seaton has as decided a dread of the Union as Yr. 
Excellcy has, & may perhaps make an exertion against it, though I have 
never asked him whether he intends it— 

The Duke of Wellington, I fear, is nearly at the end of his public 
career—though his attacks are not of the alarming kind reported—not 
paralytic—but epileptic—they are however severe,—he was four hours 
in the last fit—there has been an interval of four months between the 
two— 

I expect to embark early in April—. My impression is that the 
Govt. though they speak of intending a bill next month, will not do so 
before the Easter recess— _ I do not expect to see it before I sail— 

The object is here, as it has been in Canada, to pass by any means a 
pre-determined measure—not to examine & reflect coolll]y & anxiously 
upon its probable consequence— 


ARTHUR TO Sik R. D, JACKSON: LB,.5,p. 54-55. 


Government House, Toronto. 

The enclosed is a copy of my letter to the Governor General, and the 
Documents connected with it, to which I alluded in my letter to you of 
the 15th. Inst. 

The view I have taken with respect to the embodied Militia is in- 
fluenced by the condition of the Sedentary Militia throughout the 
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country and embraces the best means that have occurred to me for 
augmenting that force, should it be suddenly required. I have en- 
deavoured to study economy to the utmost degree that is consistent with 
efficiency! 

With regard to clothing and equipment, I can only say that, as a 
Frontier possession bordering on a growing power, ostensibly friendly, but 
in reality hostile, it seems to me, but an act of the most common prudence 
that we should be in a state of preparation at all times. 

It must be remembered, in the event of War, that, on the American 
side they have great resources at hand, whilst we have none! 

I shall be out of the Wood myself; but I am not the less anxious on 
that account, for I regard it to be beyond all doubt that the Americans 
will attempt to turn us out of Canada whenever they consider they can 
do so effectually. 

There are the most powerful motives that can excite any People 
always in action; and of all people, the most so, perhaps, the Americans. 
I apprehend we must always look to doing great things at the beginning 
of a conflict in Upper Canada—the destruction of Hull’s force at Detroit 
at the first had a salutary influence upon all the succeeding events of the 
last War in this Country[.] 

[Enclosures referred to are apparently items 1175-8.] 


J. F. LovE To THE Ass[IsTANT] MIL[ITARY] SECRETARY [HALKETT]: A.L.S. 


London, U.C. 

As it is possible that an exaggerated statement of an affair which 
occurred a short time back on the St Clair frontier and in which a soldier 
of the Volunteer Cavalry and some soldiers of the United States Army 
were implicated with some of the inhabitants of both frontiers, may have 
been made to His Excellency, I hasten to enclose you the report and and 
[sic] correspondance [sic] which has since taken place on this subject[.] 

[An endorsement in Arthur’s handwriting reads: ‘‘Mily. Secretary 
Acknowledge—& say I am well pleased that the inquiry was instituted. 
It should be distinctly ascertained whether the Soldier of the 2nd incorpo- 
rated Militia received the order not to Cross the Frontier. If so, He 
should be confined & tried for the Offence— if not, the Officer in Command 
should be required to state why the order has not been explained 21 Feby 
1840 GA’’] 


[Enclosures:] 


1840 
Feb. 4 
A. W. SCHWIEGER TO CAPTN [GEORGE] MuTTLesury: A.L.S. 2p. 


Port Sarnia. 

I have the honor to report that Private Verral of the 
Norfolk Troop of Cavalry stationed at this post having asked 
leave from one untill 8 o Clock this evening, went over the River 
in Company with some of the inhabitants of this place, not 
being aware that he was acting against orders in so doing. 
On returning home they were chased on the ice by a number 
of Men, some of whom American Soldiers, who were armed 
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with sticks, and two of the party who crossed Mr. John Gow, 
and James Hannah of this place, were taken Prisoners and 
brought back to Port Huron where they were detained as 
Prisoners for fully an hour by a large party which the notorious 
[marginal note in Arthur’s handwriting here reads: “I never 
heard of Him before—Who is this notorious Rebel? GA’’.] 
Rebel Armstrong, now a constable at Port Huron, appeared 
to command. 


GEORGE MUTTLEBURY TO COLONEL [J. F.] Love: A.L.S. 2p. 


Sutherland. 

Hearing that an exaggerated report had reached London 
of an occurrence that took place here—I beg leave to lay before 
you the following— 

One of the troopers stationed at Port Sarnia, obtained leave 
of absence for the day from the Officer of that Post, and pro- 
ceeded in company with two civilians across the Ice to the 
American side of the river— On their return, they were 
pursued by some American Citizens, and one or two Soldiers, 
armed with sticks, who made prisoners of the two civilians, and 
took them back to Black River where they detained them for 
nearly an hour, under the pretence, that they had attempted 
to induce some of the Soldiers to desert. I of course repri- 
manded the trooper for crossing, but am led to believe that 
he was not aware [marginal note in Arthur’s handwriting here 
reads: ‘‘but every Soldier ought to be aware of orders that 
are issued GA’”’.] of the positive order prohibiting any of the 
troops here, from crossing under any pretence whatever— 


Feb. 12 
A. W. SCHWIEGER TO COLONEL |J. F.] Love: A::S. 3p. 


Sutherland. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of yesterdays date, addressed to the Officer Commanding at 
Port Sarnia; and, in reply, I beg to state, that on the 4th. inst 
a Private of the Norfolk Cavalry stationed at Sarnia, asked 
leave for a few hours; and, not being aware that it was against 
orders, to cross the River in Uniform, he did so, in company 
with three civilians. Soon after their arrival at Port Huron, 
they were followed by two American Soldiers through the town. 
When leaving the place to recross to our Side, the two Soldiers 
alluded to were missing and the inhabitants as also some 
soldiers thinking that our people had persuaded them to desert, 
followed and made Prisoners of two of the party, Wm. Gow 
and James Hannah. The Dragoon anda Mr. Jones succeeded 
in making their escape, but were chased across the ice. The 
others were taken back to Port Huron, and there detained by 
the Sheriff, and a party of civilians several of whom are known 
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to have been engaged in the affair at Windsor, after the space 
of an hour, they were released, and told at the same time, that 
they were kept in custody, on suspicion of having entered the 
village purposely to entice two of their Men to desert. 

From the information which I have been able to collect, 
I do not consider that the slightest provocation was given by 
the aggrieved party. 

Lieut Perrier! has forwarded your letter to Major Gardner 
at Fort Gratiot, and will send his answer to you without delay[.] 


Feb. 15 
J. L. Garpner To Cor[J.] F. Love; A.L.S. 3p. 


Fort Gratiot, Mich., U.S. 

Immediately on the reception, yesterday evening, of your 
communication of the 11th ins I sent it with its accompani- 
ments to the Attorney of the District, for such action in the 
case, as might to him appear proper— In my note to him, I 
stated that your’s [sic] was the first notice I had received of 
any such occurrence—and as the scene of it, was laid at his own 
place of residence, the circumstances might be readily gathered 
by himself. His answer and the affidavit it enclosed, are 
herewith sent you (in copy) and I think will not fail to satisfy 
you that the transaction in its offensive features should now 
be reversed, and the complaint of aggression proceed from this 
side of the River[.] 

I am glad to see from the letters you enclosed, that a 
positive order has been issued on your side, prohibiting any of 
your troops from crossing to this, under any pretence what- 
ever—(unless, of course I suppose, under orders of a com- 
missioned officer)— A like order has long existed for the 
government of our troops[.] The effect of this reciprocal 
arrangement is effectually to obviate such occurrences as that 
in question, so far as the soldiers may be concerned—and is it 
not plain that this soldier’s participation in this difficulty—no 
matter what may be its real merits—is entirely owing to his 
violation of this highly important standing order of his own 
Service-— As to the extraordinary supposition of Captain 
Muttlebury and Lieut Schwieger, that the soldier was not 
aware of the existence of such an order, however true it may 
be, it certainly cannot be urged in extenuation of his mis- 
conduct, as a valid plea on this side of the boundary, however 
properly it may operate in mitigation of his punishment for a 
breach of discipline, on your side[.] 

As to the ‘civilians’ (private subjects) it is plain that in 
crossing into this country, they place themselves in like 
circumstances, as would our citizens, in crossing into Canada— 
that is, they become subject to, and entitled to protection 
from, the laws of the Country in which they are for the time 
being— If therefore they feel aggrieved by the treatment 


1Probably same person as Lieut. Perriot mentioned in item 1136, and Lieut. Perriott in 
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they received at Port Huron, they are at perfect liberty to 
return and prosecute for false imprisonment, those whom they 
accuse—and if they are conscious of not having sought the 
desertion of my men, they will not be afraid to meet my 
prosecution against them, for that Offence[.] 

I beg to repeat to you, the assurance of my hearty con- 
currence in your views and endeavours for the preservation of 
peace and harmony on this frontier, both between the citizens 
and soldiers—and that you may count upon my best exertions 
to this end[.] 


[ 1188 ] 1840 
Feb. 14 
L. M. Mason To Major [{J.L.] GARDNER: L. 2p. 


Port Huron. (Marked:  ‘‘Copy’’.] 

Your note of yesterday, covering a communication from 
Col. Love Commanding the British forces on the opposite side 
of the river, was duly received, and would have been answered 
by Lt. Irvin last evening, but, as I know but little of the 
“Outrage’”’—, complained of, I judged it best to accompany 
my answer with an affidavit of some one of our citizens who 
was conversant with the facts— Therefore I delayed till 
this morning. 

You will see, that Mr. Davis testifies, that instead of the 
American Soldiers chasing the citizens and Trooper of Canada 
across the ice with Sticks &c. as was supposed by Col. Love, 
they were in fact in Company with the Citizens of Canada 
under circumstances that induced our Citizens to believe that 
the Soldiers were about being induced by the Citizens of 
Port Sarnia to desert the American Service. 

I am informed by Mr Davis and others who were present, 
that no violence was used to induce the citizens of Port Sarnia 
to return— Iam therefore satisfied there was no infraction of 
the laws that requires the notice of the Civil Authorities. 

Mr Davis and others, at the time of the occurrence com- 
plained of, supposed they had a legal right to detain the 
Soldiers who were about to desert, and those who were per- 
suading them to do so, and called on me that evening to obtain 
my Opinion in relation to the matter, & stated the circum- 
stances substantially as set forth in Mr D’s affidavit— I 
advised them not to detain the Citizens of Port Sarnia a 
moment, but to take the Soldiers to Fort Gratiot & report the 
facts to yourself[.] 

I apprehend the affair has been Magnified beyond its 
merits.— Our citizens acted only with a view to prevent 
American Soldiers from deserting, and had no disposition to 
interfere with the rights of the Citizens or Soldiers of Canada— 

You may assure Col. Love, that acts of aggression com- 
mitted by our Citizens or the Citizens of Canada will in no wise 
be countenanced by the Civil Authorities here. 
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[ 1189 ] 1840 
Feb. 14 
WELLINGTON Davis: M. 3p. 


St. Clair Co., [U.S.A.] (Marked: ‘“Copy’’.] 

I Wellington Davis of Port-Huron St Clair Co. & State of 
Michigan of lawful age depose and solemnly swear. That on 
the 4th day of Feby. a.p. 1840, a Trooper with three or four 
Citizens from the Canadian Shore, were, during the afternoon 
of said day in Company with two of the American Soldiers 
from Fort Gratiot, at Port Huron, occasionally drinking at 
the different taverns and groceries at that village. That at 
about Seven O.Clock in the evening of said day, I saw one of 
the Canadian Citizens in conversation with the two Soldiers 
of the American Garrison. I then heard the Canadian Citizens 
or one of them say to our Soldiers ‘‘dont talk any more but 
come along.” that the two American Soldiers, together with 
the Trooper & Citizens from Canada proceeded to the South 
part of the village of Port-Huron towards the place where it 
was then usual to cross the St Clair River into Canada, I 
further Swear that I had every reason to believe from the 
conversation I had heard between the American Soldiers and 
the Canadian Citizens and from the fact that all in company 
were about to pass over to Canada so late in the evening, that 
the Soldiers were about to desert the American Service, and 
that they were perswaded [szc] to do so by the said Citizens 
from Canada— _ I further Swear, that I together with three 
or four other Citizens of the Village of Port-Huron, followed 
after the Soldiers and the Canadian Citizens and Trooper, till 
we all were satisfied of the intentions of the Soldiers to desert 
in company with the Citizens of Canada—when we arrested 
the Soldiers—the Canadians immediately fled to the St Clair 
River, we then followed and overtook two of the Canadian 
Citizens & told them to come back that we believed they were 
endeavouring to persu[a]de our Soldiers, and wished to be 
satisfied on the subject.— The Canadian Citizens then said, 
“The American Soldiers wished to desert, but they had advised 
them not to do so—the two Canadian Citizens then came back 
to the Village of Port-Huron and remained about half an hour 
and went away.— I further Swear that no Soldier, Trooper or 
Citizens from Canada, was chased or followed with or without 
Sticks, by any American Soldiers—that the Soldiers were 
arrested by us because we believed they were about to desert 
the American Service and the two Canadian Citizens were told 
to come back by us, because we believed they had induced the 
Soldiers to desert— 

I further Swear not.— 

Sworn to & subscribed (signed) Wellington Davis 
before me this 14th day 
of Febry. A D 1840. 
(signed) L. M. Mason 
Justice of the Peace 
Sea lair Co. 
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ARTHUR TO J. T. W. Jones: LB.2, p. 150-151. 


Government House, Toronto. {Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I mentioned to you, I believe, that I had requested the Governor 
General to notice the service you had rendered to this Government to 
Lord John Russell with a view to your name being brought under the 
notice of the General Commanding in Chief for promotion. Mr Thomson 
most kindly consented! 

I have read His Excellency’s Despatch which is all that could be 
wished, and I enclose a note which I received from him upon the subject 
which you can retain, if you please... 

P.S. It would be well, I would suggest, that you should address a 
note of thanks to the Governor General. 

[Enclosure is obviously original of item 1158.] 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 55-57. 


Government House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I enclose the Memorandum wh. I intended should have accompanied 
the map. The observations, it contains, ] have no doubt are generally 
correct as they respect the state of community down to the period of the 
termination of the Session last year; but, a very favorable change has I 
hope since occurred. 

Yesterday I gave up a good deal of time to the Legacy wh. you so 
kindly bequeathed to me—the Reports of the Committees! Tomorrow 
I intend to devote myself to the appendix, & will then decide upon the 
course to be pursued. 

I found a letter in the Provincial Secretary’s Box last evening from 
Mr Radenhurst—first Clerk in the Survey Departmt., insisting upon 
further enquiry in order that the opportunity may be afforded him of 
exonerating himself—this, of course, cannot be justly denied. 

He has been for years, I believe improperly mixed up with persons of 
all politics; and if the community do not agree in other matters I under- 
stand they have done so very generally in supporting this Gentleman. 

My first step, as preliminary to any investigation will be, I think, to 
put a Military Officer in the temporary charge of the Survey departmt., 
to wh. it is evident Mr. Sullivan can give no attention—or, other impor- 
tant business must be neglected if he does.— 

There were also in the Box three Letters from Mr. Dunn, in answer to 
as many addressed to him, under yr. direction, by the Provincial Secre- 
tary. He writes in rather an indignant strain. We must bring him to 
Book, & I will endeavour to avoid hostilities if I can—but, the misfortune 
is, that, if any explanation be asked, he is too much disposed to regard it 
as an affront—a doubt of his integrity! 

I have not seen Mr. Sullivan since yr. departure, &, consequently, I 
do not know how you finally arranged matters with him-—but, I shall 
send for him tomorrow to let him know that, as regards the Survey 
Departmt., we must make some movement without further delay. 

The Political world—i.e. of Toronto, I hear, are not only ruminating 
upon but discussing the events of the last 3 months with intense interest, 
and I have no doubt there will be an effort to keep this alive until the 
Elections take place. I regret we did not devote an hour to going thro’ 
the list of members—if I knew exactly yr. wishes I think much might be 
done, in a quiet way, in promoting them. Of Mr. Solicitor General’s 
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[v.e. Baldwin’s] success for Toronto I have no doubt whatever— As you 
have not—I am happy to think—put Mr. Gowan in the Commission of 
the Peace, you will have him in direct opposition next Session— Would 


it not be well to consider whether a popular man might not be selected to 
start agt. him. 

The weather during the last two days has been delightful—quite 
Spring— 

We have heard of yr. being at Belleville at 4 OClock on Monday 
Afternoon—so that you must have gone at the rate of 12 miles an hour. 
I shall be happy to hear that the adventure has terminated without any 
broken bones. 

We have nothing new from the Frontier, nor any thing later than the 
10th. inst. from New York. 

[Enclosure lacking. | 


SEATON TO [ArTHUR]: A.L.S. 4p. 


Lyneham. 

Although I have no intelligence to send you that will be interesting 
to you, I can no longer delay thanking you for your letters of the 
9th Novbr and 10 Decbr— 

Your account of the proceedings at Toronto I read with the greatest 
interest, but not with astonishment, aware of the tactics that must be 
pursued to bring forward the Union bill before the close of this Session— 
No Governor has been placed in a more painful position than you have, 
{rom the first act to the last of the Drama in Canada. I think however 
if I had been so fully persuaded as you appear to to [sic] be that the pro- 
jected Union will cause the ruin of both Provinces, I should have declined 
giving any assistance in promoting the measure. The Union could not 
be avoided in a few years, and preparations for that event should have 
commenced immediately after the tranquillity of the Country had been 
secured. I think however that Ministers acted unwisely and rashly in 
announcing that they intended to introduce a bill for the Union at the 
time they notified their project. The question having been agitated by 
Government in the Provinces, and the greater part of the English popu- 
lation ready to consent to any measure which affords a prospect of relief 
from the suspense in which they have been kept for three years, it is 
obvious that the Legislature of the Upper Province will agree to try any 
experiment proposed by Ministers. If I had been consulted I should 
have recommended the immediate adoption of certain measures that 
might have recovered the Lower Province in two years, before the Union 
was officially proposed; and those with a scheme for Emigration on an 
extensive scale would have secured the Province from the effects of the 
project which is now to be brought forward; and to immortalize the 
Governor General— Lord John Russell has informed me that he wishes 
to see me as soon as possible, on Canadian Affairs, expecting perhaps the 
arrival of the bill from Montreal in a few davs. I should be glad to keep 
in the back ground but, I am determined to give my opinion freely on all 
the measures which may be brought forward, with which the interests 
of-the Provinces are connected. 

I am in correspondence with Sir Wm Horton and several other 
Individuals who are anxious to promote Emigration to Canada. 

The Clergy Reserve question I hear has been carried, in the Assembly— 

I shall be most happy to mention your wishes in respect to the Nova 
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Scotian Government, and to give you any help in my power, either at the 
Colonial Office or at the Horse Guards. I think that if Sir Colin Cam[p]bell 
should be relieved Sir James Macdonell and Sir John Harvey would be 
Candidates for that Government— The Chief Justice Robinson intends 
to leave England in March. I hope to be in time for the Steam Packet 
of the 21st inst... 

[P.S.] Will you have the goodness to forward the inclosure which 
contains bank notes for Adelaide— 


Artaur To Cove]... Love: 28:270, 151. 


Government House, Toronto. 

I am perfectly convinced that Captain Vidal has adopted an extreme 
version of the case of the American soldiers; and I quite agree with you 
in opinion that such excitable people do infinite mischief. Not the least 
doubt do I entertain that the men acted upon the impulse of the moment, 
and pursued the Deserter without any orders from their superiors, or, 
indeed, without reflecting that they were doing wrong. 

I have been very much pleased with reading the extract from Major 
Gardner’s Letter to you. He writes exactly in the spirit which I have 
been most desirous to cultivate with the officers of the United States 
Service.— Do take occasion to let him know that his sentiments were 
communicated to the Governor General who expressed himself highly 
pleased with them, and also be so good as to say how much interested I 
am that the best possible understanding should be cultivated between 
the officers of the two Services. 

It just occurs to me that it would be an interesting Statistic of infor- 
mation, if not practically useful, to examine all Deserters, or other 
American Soldiers entering our Dominions, with a view of ascertaining 
what class of Persons they are. I apprehend they will prove to be either 
foreigners, or our own Worthy Countrymen. 

The enquiry should be conducted in a good spirit, and as nationality 
is my main object, it could be easily managed. 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 57-58. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

In Yr. Excellency’s letter of the 15th. instant, respecting the Militia 
&c. after having remarked that you entirely concur in the view taken by 
me on the subject, the following observation occurs ‘‘In the mean time, 
as it will be necessary to enter into arrangements for the continuance of 
the services for the year of such Militia as we propose to retain in the 
Upper Province, I have to request that Yr. Excellency will be good enough 
to take proper steps for carrying these intentions into effect”’. 

Your Excellency will find that my proposition was that the services 
of the Militia to be engaged after April next should be for two years— I 
think the same period was named by Sir R. Jackson for the Lower Prov- 
ince—&, I apprehend, it was Your intention to concur in that proposition; 
but I am anxious there shd. be no misapprehension upon the point. 

The terms on wh. the services of the Men can be engaged will be 
materially affected by the period of service and it is of importance to 
avoid a double bounty. 
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ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 58-60. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I think you will be anxious to hear from me, altho’ I have nothing of 
particular interest to communicate. 

Yesterday I had a long interview with Mr Dunn. He expressed 
himself disposed to give the most ample explanation that Govt can 
require, and if such statements of accounts arrive by the “Liverpool” as 
he expects, they will go far to remove the objections raised by the Com- 
mittee. He speaks of the public funds as a mere bagatelle which his 


private fortune will cover five times over— This is well both for him 
and for us! 
I have also seen Mr Sullivan— He appears satisfied with my sug- 


gestion of placing an officer pro tempore, in charge of the Survey Depart- 
ment. Iam told that Major Arthur of the 93rd Regt. would be just the 
man for the work[.]_ I think I understood Mr Sullivan that he would 
also wish to get rid, in the same manner, of the office of Commissioner of 
Crown Lands, and devote himself entirely to the business of the Council; 
but this requires further consideration, although it is a proposal not to 
be hastily rejected. 

The Patriot of last night, I observe, was out in full force of opposition, 
the immediate exciting cause of which, it appears, is an intimation from 
the Commissariat to withdraw it’s [sic] advertisements— Mr. Dalton, 
I believe, is a poor creature whose vapouring will not last long unless he 
is taken up by the Corporation! He has always boasted of the support 
he has given to British Institutions and British Connexion, but, whatever 
may have been his intention, I know of no man who has done more harm 
to that cause throughout my administration. When did extreme coarse- 
ness of language and violence of expression do good to any cause? 

I hear there is a good deal of feeling among the Members of the College 
Council respecting Mr Small’s nomination as Solicitor, and that it is ex- 
pected to meet with objection at the Meeting on Wednesday next. He 
has been too ultra in his way for my mark, and I should not have selected 
him for the office; but, as you have done so, I shall make it a point to 
attend the meeting, for the purpose of explaining what I understand by 
the nomination of the Chancellor! 

Mr Harrison mentioned to me the verbal intimation you had given 
to him respecting Mr Chatterton’s removal from the Commission of the 
Peace— his doubt was how the Instruction, if opposed, was to be carried 
into effect— I recommended him to act at once without regard to 
possible difficulties. 

The only news we have from the Frontier since your departure is 
an affair that has occurred on the St Clair. It is of no great importance, 
but I enclose Col Love’s report and it’s enclosures (be so kind as to return 
them) because I am anxious you should read Major Gardner’s letter 
with the good sense of which I am sure you will be much pleased.— 
When J arrived in this country, all the officers of the United States Army 
were in high dudgeon at Sir F. B. Head’s bitter language of defiance.— 
I think I have succeeded in bringing them under a good feeling, and I am 
sure you will perpetuate it when I am gone, as a matter of great impor- 
tance—it will tend to soften the asperities of War, if that calamity must 
eventually be encountered. 

We hear, this morning, with great pleasure and no small astonishment 
of your safe arrival at Montreal at } past 6 OClock on Tuesday Evening. 

{Enclosures referred to are apparently items 1183-9.] 
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J. T. W. Jones TOARTHUR? ALCS. 2p: 


Drummondville, U.C. 

I had yesterday the honor of receiving your Excellency’s letter of the 
19th inst. with its enclosure, and in return have to offer my most sincere 
thanks for the interest you have shown, and the trouble you have taken 
in my favor:—the recommendation for promotion was very much more 
than I expected, or could have ventured to hope for; and whether it suc- 
ceeds or not, it will be a source of very great gratification to me, to think 
that you have considered my services worthy of this reward; next also to 
the promotion it is most satisfactory to know that my name is thus 
brought before the favorable notice of the General Commanding in 
Chief.— I have taken advantage of your Excellency’s suggestion, and 
have written to thank the Governor General; and with the warmest 
thanks to your Excellency for this favor, and for the great kindness which 
I have invariably received at your hands.— 


THOMSON To [ArTHUR]: A.L.S. 2p. 


Govt. House, Montreal. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

No baggage yet—but I have to thank you for your letter of the 22d. 
which arrived this evening. 

Mr. Dunn will, I have no doubt, produce all that is wanted. If 
Mr. Macaulay who really understands these things well, will have some 
friendly explanation with him and furnish him with forms, he may perhaps 
remove the chief difficulty which I believe lies in making him understand 
his own accounts. 

I am surprised at what you say of Mr. Small’s appt.— _ It is clearly in 
the Governor—it was so stated to me at the last meeting, and I was 
called upon to name a Solicitor. I appointed Mr. Small, Mr. Draper 
having declined the office upon grounds which I considered quite just, 
because he has been wholly unconnected with the past management of 
the College, and because I believe that he will do his duty; and by that 
appointment I shall certainly stand, let the council grumble as they please. 
If one half would resign, it would be a good riddance, for the more I 
reflect on the matter, the more negligent, not to say discreditable their 
conduct appears to me. 

I have no doubt that the Patriot will continue in opposition, & perhaps 
increase in violence toward myself personally. For it’s [s¢c] abuses of me, 
I care nothing, and if that were all should have let it alone; but it is not 
fair upon the ministry at home that the Patronage of a Colonial Govern- 
ment, such as it is in these matters, should be given to a newspaper which 
fills it’s columns weekly with the most violent abuse of them. ‘‘Base, 
imbecile, treacherous, profligate Whig Govt” in large capitals at the head 
of it’s leading articles. I had directed the advertisement to be stopped 
soon after my arrival, but Mr. Sullivan wished to give Mr. Dalton an- 
other trial—that completely failed and ten days before I left, I issued 
the definitive orders both to him and to the Com[mijJs[saria]t. These 
people must be taught that the spirit of the Home and the Colonial Govts. 
is one. 

I thought Mr. Chatterton’s dismissal had been signified to him a 
fortnight ago, but I am glad it is at last gone. Justices of the Peace may 
have what politics they please, and express their opinions with regard to 
measures as they please, but a man cannot under his own signature put 
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forth the most violent and inciting appeals to one portion of the people 
and the most bitter abuse of another, as Rebels and traitors, and be fit to 
administer justice.— I should treat both sides exactly alike in these 
matters.— I am sure it is the only way to promote peace in this dis- 
tracted country. 

I am much obliged to you for Col. Love’s correspondence, which I 
return. The Gratiot Major seems a sensible and very well disposed 
man.— TI cannot say as much of our Muttlebury. Is this the Bill 
sticking gentleman? Nothing can have been more politic or wiser than 
the spirit you have created between the American officers and our 
People... 

[P.S.] We have snow and bitter cold here— No news of the Liver- 
pool on the 19th at New York. 

[Enclosures are probably items 1183-9.] 


ARTHUR TO J. W. D. Moonie: LB.4, p. 53-54. 


Government House, Toronto. 

I beg to acknowledge your letter marked ‘“‘Private”’ of the 22nd. Inst— 
written under the impression that Mr Parker had made some repre- 
sentation to me to your prejudice. 

In reply, I am happy it is in my power to undeceive you—Mr Parker 
has not made any communication of the kind directly or indirectly, of 
which I am aware. 

For the valuable information your letter conveys I am much obliged 
to you; and I am much pleased with your very sensible reflections. At 
your convenience, | shall be very glad to hear from you upon the subject 
of immigration, and the means of facilitating the settlement of the Wild 
Lands—the most important and the most difficult we have to deal with 
in Upper Canada. 

With respect to your office, I hope it is agreeable to you; and, as to 
your loyalty and attachments to British Institutions, it was unnecessary 
for you to say one word— I took it for granted that you must possess 
both, or you would not have been the husband of Mrs Moodie, for whose 
situation I felt so deeply interested that I was quite mortified it was not 
earlier in my power to confer some appointment upon youl.] 


ARTHUR TO COL: |). ©.) Love: LB.2, p, 152: 


Government House, Toronto. [Marked “‘Private’’.] 

Sir Richard Jackson a short time since wrote to me respecting the 
Military Changes during the spring—informing me that the movements 
announced by the Dy Or Master General were rather those proposed for 
my consideration than decided upon. Will you be so good as to let me 
know whether you have heard anything from England decisive respecting 
the relief of your Regiment this year. I am aware that it has been pro- 
posed to send home four Regiments in exchange for the same number from 
the West Indies—but these arrangements are subject to frequent inter- 
ruptions and I should be glad if you would let me know whether you have 
anything upon which you can depend from your agent. For, if the 
73rd. Regt are not to leave the Canadas this year, surely your services 
will be more beneficial in the Districts under your command than they 
can possibly be elsewhere. I fully expect myself to return to England in 
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the course of the summer, but I am not the less anxious to leave matters 
as well as I can for the security of the Province. 

With respect to any of your soldiers who wish to settle in the Province, 
I hope, Government will send out some instructions before it is too late. 
Sir John Colborne pressed it upon their attention and I have urged it 
upon the Governor General. 


J. B. Ropinson To ArtHur: A.L.S. 8p. 


Wandsworth, Surrey. 

My Son arrived last evening, having landed at Cork, in consequence 
of adverse winds, & travelled through Dublin & Liverpool to London— 
He tells me that he believes Your Excellency intended to write by the 
bag, brought by Capt. Pringle—& not yet arrived— The Capt. took his 
passage in the London Packet Mediator, which is still baffled in the 
Channel, I suppose—by a succession of Easterly winds—_ I can add little 
or nothing to the intelligence that will reach you through other channels— 
Every thing that regards Canada, is so absolutely in abeyance at present, 
waiting for the Govr. General’s final report, that up to this time, it is 
from the West only, that interesting intelligence could come— How 
long Ministers here may wait after receiving their final accounts from 
Canada, before they introduce, or announce any measure, is of course 
uncertain— If they should desire some weeks’ delay—It would not seem 
gracious, or reasonable to object toit— The bill I suppose will be framed 
in Canada, leaving some of the fillings in, & the last finish to be given by 
the Cabinet & Her Majestys law officers, & it seems to me not unlikely— 
though I have no ground for my surmise, that Mr. Stuart may come over 
to give his assistance. 

You will observe that Ld. J. Russell being questioned in the House 
lately said that he hoped to be able to bring in a bill in March— In 
that case I should see it, before I embark—but I hardly expect this— 
In the midst of every apparent confidence, & kind expressions both 
written & verbal there is an evident impatience to see me safely beyond 
the unfavorable influence of this humid climate—but I have been found 
provokingly dull and unable to comprehend a hint— I should have 
been less so I think, especially after having published my sentiments upon 
the Union bill—if I had not had a very strong disinclination to expose my 
large family, & young Children, to the probable inconveniences of a 
winter passage— As it now stands, I mean to embark in a sailing packet 
from London—on the 7. April—leaving Portsmouth the 10th.— I shall 
ask for no leave beyond, and none will be offered to me— _ If in the mean 
time I learn the particulars of the intended bill, I shall say plainly what 
I think of it— 

Your Excellency must have had a most painful part to act since 
October last— All parties in Canada who desired to give an honest vote 
on questions of the very greatest consequence to the Province, are fully 
sensible how much they owe to your earnest interference in their favor— 
It was certainly a state of things very difficult for a man of generous & 
honorable mind to encounter with credit, & ampossible, I should say, for 
those who were situated as some were to meet in a measure that could 


satisfy themselves & others— Nothing is more clear than that the 
Government has a right to the co-operation of it’s [sic] Executive 
Officers— I mean it’s high & principal officers—and in questions of 


political expediency merely such as the Union of the Provinces, there was 
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strictly no other course open to Crown Officers & Executive Councillors, 
but to hold their offices & support the Govt., or to resign, & oppose them— 
But nothing would have been gained by the latter course, except the 


satisfaction of mind to the individuals themselves I fully believe— And 
they should be left, I think, to make their choice, without censure— The 
practice of public officers in all Governmnts justifies it— The Clergy 


Reserve question is a different matter—there if the individual felt it to 
be a matter of duty not to be instrumental in sacrificing a legal provision 
intended for the support of what he takes to be the true religion, he might 
well hold himself to be unable to compromise that duty—the alternative 
to be sure is a sad one, if losing a situation for which all other interests 
& prospects had been abandoned—& a considerate & just Governmt 
would subject no one to it— Clearly a Tory Governmt, as it is the 
fashion to speak, has never so governed it’s Colonies—but we know & 
expect that a less liberal course will be constantly taken by those who 
call themselves, liberal— __ If I had or could have had any idea (in October) 
of what was to take place in Novr. & Decr., I should have gone out—but 
I should at this moment deeply regret that I had done so—for I could 
never have convinced myself afterwards that I might not have been of 
service here, while on the other hand, I have not a shadow of doubt that 
I could have done nothing useful in Canada, at such a crisis— As to 
changing Mr. Thompson’s [sic] plans & policies—that I am sure I could 
not have done—for nothing that has been done in these matters by 
Lord Gosford—Ld Durham—the present ministers, or Mr. Thompson, 
depends in the slightest degree, in my opinion, upon their respective 
conviction of what was true, or right—or even expedient, in any other 
sense than expedient for surmounting the difficult Canada question— 
After looking at dangers & difficulties all round, they fixed upon the union 
as the policy likely to be best supported here & in the Colonies—& without 
determining whether it wd. be best or safest—the conclusion that it might 
be easiest carried has determined the choice— Of course I should have 
been listened to patiently for two or three interviews, & as soon as it was 
ascertained that no motives were likely to prevail with me except the 
chance of answering my objections soundly—I should have been th[ou]ght 
of no more—except as a prejudiced & impracticable opponent of the 
Governmt—& an opponent I must have been to an extent & in a measure 
(for I hold no executive office) greater than any other person seems to 
have been—for I confess that nothing would have restrained me from 
moving a strong & warm remonstrance against the shameful dispatch of 
the 16 Octr., if I had known that I must have stood alone— The Legis- 
lature of Upper Canada should have had one person at least that would 
have done what I know a majority would have done in times which I 
have seen— Not that there is nothing in that dispatch, which the 
Governmt were not entitled to say—but there is much that is neither 
constitutional, nor just, nor warrantable in any sense—& the time & 
manner, & purpose of it’s publication should have roused a feeling that 
would have made itself respected— I look upon the Legislature as 
degraded beyond redemption by its tame submission to that dispatch— 
But I firmly believe that attempting nothing (as I never have done) 
except through open discussion in my place, I could not have prevailed, 
& if I could still it would have been only in the Council, and I am sure 
you know well that it is only when the vote of the Council coincides with 
what the Govt. here desires, that their acts or representations are regarded 
as worthy of a th{ou]ght in the Colonial Office— Now sanctioning as 
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they do the Govt. plan, their opinion will be treated with great respect— 
if their Nays had ‘‘had it’’—we should have heard nothing of the 
Council— The Assembly would have been alone regarded as of any 
moment— 

My brother William tells me that Your Excellcy has been good enough 
to intimate to him in confidence that the open & uncomplying part he 
took was probably looked upon & might be represented as affording a 
proof that he spoke my sentiments—& might subject me to the imputation 
of acting a double part—God knows—I may be easy on that score— If 
I am on even decent terms with the Governmt here, it is not because I 
have in thfou]ght, word, or deed acquiesced in their policy as regards 
Canada— They know much better than that— When J asked for an 
extension of leave last Autumn I stated expressly that I was quite certain 
I could never bring myself to support their measure—& only the other 
day I wrote to Ld J R. that I should to the last moment cherish the hope 
that Parliament would see the necessity of rejecting his measure— I 
could only have acted a double part by supporting the Union in Canada, 
& I believe I am free from any suspicion of that— 

I can not yet guess what may be the result here— All appearances 
are in favor of an Union— You have the Governmt—with even the 
extreme radicals—all who vote for them on any question in favor of it— 
Ld Durham & his connections—Ellice & his—warm in the cause—with 
a clever portion of the press to back them— then you have the interest 
of London Merchants diligently exerted—and these may influence several 
conservative members—possibly all— then what is really stronger than 
all else—you have the British population in L C.; & the Legislature (& 
they may say without means of contradiction—the people) of Upper 
Canada— It is quite clear that nothing can encourage any public men 
here to stand against this except the earnest & almost certain conviction 
that the union would be a fatal measure— That the leading men of 
both Houses think so, I am fully persuaded— _ I have met with no one 
person who does not say that he thinks so—the moment that you con- 
verse with him upon it—and many, when it was first spoken of were at 
once struck with the impression that it was a dangerous & improper 
measure—& I could mention many persons—leading men in Parliament, 
who seemed quite pleased to find that the opinions which they had them- 
selves formed agreed with mine—but how deep & general this feeling 
may be I can not say—having taken no pains whatever to ascertain it— 
I have merely, as in Canada, heard what persons choose to say to me, & 
have spoken my mind freely as on any other public question that formed 
the subject of conversation— Of course I have always supposed that 
the course which the Conservatives as a party might take must be left 
open to be decided upon, under all circumstances of the question & of 
their own position, whenever the measure shall come before them— Of 
this however you may be quite assured that the stating the Duke of Wn. 
& Sir R Peel to be in favor of the Union was a most unworthy trick—no 
truth whatever in it— In December last I spent two or three days on 
a visit to the Duke at Strathfieldsaye, & the morning of my leaving him 
he took an opportunity of stating to me clearly & fully & most emphat- 
ically his ideas of what should be done with Canada—they were sound & 
just, full of sterling practical wisdom, & wholly & diametrically opposed 
to Union—& he had repeatedly before so spoken as to leave me in no 
doubt as to what his opinion was— _ In fact I have felt so clear on this 
point, that I have always felt satisfied that if his health should enable 
him to take a part in the discussion, & he were to express himself on the 
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floor of the House of Lords, as he did to me (heartily & of his own accord) 
there would & must be an end to the Union bill—for the time at least— 
But a thousand accidents may intervene—the Duke may not be in his 
place—& a view of all circumstances may bring him & his friends to 
attempt no active opposition, but to leave the responsibility where it now 
fairly rests with the Queen’s advisers— Of course I write this, as if | 
were fre[e]ly talking with Your Excellncy, which is a supposition I shall 
be very happy to realize— My own feelings are materially changed since 
T enabled Mr. Hatchard the bookseller to let any one know for 5/- what 
I think & fear—that has reduced my anxiety greatly—for I do not see 
that I could do more & having done thus much & so openly—I can satisfy 
myself hereafter with hoping— 

Lord Seaton is again in Town for a few days to attend a levee (which 
by the way I have not yet done) and to see Ld. J. R. upon his request— 
I had a long talk with him yesterday & when I next see him shall know 
whether he has derived any new light from his interview—he means to 
be present certainly when the Canada bill is before the House— 

The boundary question, I see, is likely to create a stir before long— 
I do what I can to discountenance the idea that the Americans are ever 
likely to abate in the least of their pretensions—or that they will sell us 
what we want for a communication— _ I may be wrong, but I am strong 
in my impression upon the latter point— I think the great value the 
tract has in the eyes of the people of Maine at least, is precisely that 
it is indispensable to the British dominion on this continent—& they will 
not sell their acres for dollars, much as they love them— Yesterday I 
heard a startling rumor that it was actually resolved to abandon our 
claim—it came thr[ou]gh a quarter entitled to great credit—but I dis- 
believe it—whatever may be the ultimate result, Ministers dare not give 
up that point—at least I think not— I have studied the merits of the 
question—& have satisfied myself that our claim is just—or rather I shd. 
say that the American claim to the extent it goes is unjust—but they have 
a plausible case—the report of Buchanan is irresistible upon the first 
blush—& thfou]gh it is all capable of being answered to the satisfaction 
of candid minds—I have no expectation that a single public man in the 
U S will ever be found to say that the claim as it has been advanced is 
not fully sustainable— _ It is unluckily a case in which neither party can 
be shewn to be certainly wrong— It will furnish a good plausible ground 
for war to both parties—and it really seems not by any means clear that 
that may not be the end of the matter—in which case we must not be 
surprised to find France take a part against us— My surmise is that the 
Governmnts may be engaged in an attempt to settle the matter by a 
compromise but the fear is that if we descend from our ground, and 
attempt to make a bargain, we shall soon find that we have done so to 
no purpose for that Maine will not assent—& without that nothing can 
be done— 

I got last night the Clergy Reserve bill— on that point I have made 
no representations whatever— _ I confess I am much against selling all 
the reserves—they shd. be reserved, I think as endowments— _ I should 
never have sold an acre of them— _ We shall soon I suppose hear of the 
bill here— I mean in Parliament— _ It will be an awkward business to 
be thrown among parties in this Country—and no one can predict what 
is likely to be the issue—__I believe there will be a strong disinclination 
but I only conjecture—I have not heard a word said 


to interpose 


about it— Th 
Here, it seems to me, there is nothing very encouraging in the actual 
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state of things to those who desire to see the power of Governmt in other 
hands—but parties are so nearly balanced that no calculations can be 
made— 

I find my brother Sherwood has retired—which I am sure he likes—& 
that the Attorney has succeeded him—further than that we do not know— 
Strange times certainly we have had since Feby. 1836—but there is 
nothing new under the Sun— __In the mean time I am busy framing rules 
for the Ct. of Queen’s Bench— _I meant to have left myself room to beg 
that if Yr. Excellcy can bring the affairs of my late brothers Estate with 
the Govt. to a close—it may be done before I return— I shd. much 
prefer it. Whatever on hearing[?] Mr. Ridout, Mr. Boulton, & others 
whom you may choose to consult shall be th[ou]ght right may be done at 
once, provided the Govt. will officially recognize it as final[.] 


[Str] R. D. Jackson To ArtHUR: A.L.S. 3p. 


Montreal. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I enclose the Dy. Qr. M G. proposed (amended) arrangement to meet 
the views conveyed in your letter of the 15th. Ins. so far as can well 
be done. 

I am desirous of having the 85. and 66. Rgimnts at Montreal under 
the immediate inspection of a General Officer who can give up his time 
to putting them in order. 

I have to thank you for your letter and proposed Militia Establish- 
ment for the next year, or years; You have responded very liberally to 
the Governor-Generals call for reduction—but as the defence of both 
Provinces depends upon the facility with which the disposable Force in 
either can be brought to act, a reduction of the Local Force in one does 
not warrant the inference that a proportional one can be effected in the 
other—but rather the contrary. 

As you have a Water-Frontier you can better dispense with Cavalry 
than this Province, which has so open a Frontier, the passes of which 
require constantly watching— 

I shall keep up nearly the whole Cavalry & nearly all the Infantry 
and shall take into Pay the Glengarry Company stationed at the Coteau 
du Lac—or some other Company re-composed from the reduction of the 
Others, to be there stationed, and upon which it may be expected that 
Others will form in case of need. 

I am very much pleased with your Militia Arrangement— It gives 
an opportunity of calling out a good force quickly & without confusion— 
Unluckily this can not be acted upon here. 


[Enclosure:] 
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Depy. Qr. Mr. Genls. Office, Hd. Qrs. 
Proposed Distribution of the Forces in Upper & Lower 
Canada. 
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Upper Canada 
Royal Regiment — London— 


32nd. do. Toronto— To meet Sir George 

34th. —— do. Toronto & Kingston Arthurs Views—the 

43rd. do. —— Amherstburg 34th. Regiment could 

83rd. —— do. London & Sandwich be Stationed at To- 

24th, do. —— Kingston ronto, and one Wing 

93rd. do. —— Drummondville of the 83rd. Regi- 
ment at Kingston 
and one Wing at 
London the Head 
Quarters of the latter 
Corps at Kingston or 
London as Sir George 
may wish. 

Lower Canada 

Brigade of Guards. Quebec 

XIth. Regiment — Sorel and Three Rivers 

15th. do. St. Helens. 

65th. do. Laprairie & Isle-aux-Noix 

66th. do. Montreal 

71st. do. St. Johns— 

73rd —— do. —— Montreal— 

85th. —— do. —— Montreal— 


THOMSON To [ARTHUR]: A.L.S. 


Govt. House, Montreal. 


It seemed to me desirable, if possible, not to embark in an engagement 
with the Militia for a longer time than was necessary, but if it is in your 
opinion that by making the arrangements for two years a saving can be 
effected, I shall willingly acquiesce in it’s[szc] being done. Sir Richard 
Jackson is of opinion that better terms may also be made in this province 
by taking the men for two years, and I have accordingly authorized it’s 
being done, if upon enquiry he is satisfied that his calculations are correct. 
Certainly, I see no probability of our finding it safe to reduce the numbers 
below what they will then stand at in either Province for the next two 
years, 

I will therefore in my dispatch say that I propose that the engagement 
shall be made in both Provinces for two years, if it is found that the 
engagement can be carried into effect more economically under that 
condition. 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 60-62. 


Government House, Toronto. 

We were already aware that you had arrived in safety at Montreal, 
but I was glad to hear, by your note of the 24th. Inst, that you were well 
after the great exertion you must have undergone;—from the state of the 
roads, I did not expect this journey could have been accomplished so 
rapidly. 

This morning I have had the pleasure to receive your letter of the 
25th. Inst. With respect to Mr Small’s case, I think it will be better to 
make it the subject of a distinct communication Nothing has been 


444 


[ 1205 ] 


Mar. 1 


TORONTO PUBLIC LIBRARIES 1840 


said affecting him personally—the point raised by the Council is strictly in 
whom is the appointment to such an office vested? Had the matter 


‘been altogether my own, I should not have hestitated in acquiescing at 


once in the opinion of the Law officers, but as it is otherwise I have 
thought it advisable not to decide until you have had an opportunity of 
perusing all the Papers upon the subject, and I will send them to you 
on Monday. 

Mr Solicitor General Baldwin was out of Town for some days after 
your departure. As soon as he returned, I requested to see him in order 
to say a few Civil Words as to his official duties &c. Apparently, he was 
much gratified; but, on rising to retire, he observed—that he hoped I 
understood he had accepted office without the least abandonment of his 
political principles. I replied that I took it for granted he had explained 
himself fully to the Governor General upon that point, and that I was 
satisfied he would find, practically, that Politics had little to do with 
ordinary official matters. To this he, in general terms, assented; but said 
he had in candour towards me adverted to it, as his views respecting 
“Responsible Government” had undergone no change. After the lengths 
to which Mr Robt Baldwin had gone upon this point, I was convinced 
that any explanation between us would be attended with no benefit 
whatever; and, therefore, I thought it was undesirable to approach any- 
thing like discussion. Enough passed, however, to convince me that 
there is no prospect of the slightest modification of his sentiments, and 
you may be quite sure that we have at least one public servant riding at 
single anchor. 

Mr Henry Boulton, I find, now goes all lengths with Mr R. Baldwin 
after ‘Responsible Government”’, and means not only to give his support 
to him, but—looking towards Niagara—to offer himself as a Candidate 
on the same policy. Hence Ultra Men on both sides will, I have no 
doubt, coalesce in favor of ‘‘Responsible Government’ [.] 

There have been three candidates proposed for Toronto in opposition 
to Mr Baldwin—Mr Henry Sherwood, Mr Gamble, and Mr Sheriff Jarvis. 
Each appointed a Committee of five of their friends to canvas the City; 
and, yesterday, the two latter determined to retire in favour of Mr 
Sherwood—but, I am told, Mr. Gamble was more likely to have been 
successful. 

As all the Newspapers are forwarded, you will be able to judge for 
yourself of the ‘Spirit of the Public Journals’. I am anxious that you 
should see Mr Chatterton’s answer, and Mr. Knowles’ respecting adver- 
tising of which Copies are enclosed. 

[Enclosures lacking.] 


ARTHUR TO RUSSELL: L. 5p. 


Government House, Toronto. [Marked ‘“‘Copy No 1.”] 

I have the honour to inform your Lordship that the Governor General 
left Toronto on his return to Lower Canada on the 17th Ultimo. 

The difficulties which I have had heretofore to encounter in this 
Province, I found, with the cordial support which I received from the 
other branches of the Legislature to yield to the legitimate influence of 
Office;—but, the embarrassments unavoidably attendant upon my re- 
suming and carrying on the administration, pro tempore, under altered 
circumstances and with powers necessarily impaired, are so obvious that 
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I shall make no other remark upon them, than that Her Majesty’s 
Government may be assured I shall do my best, to promote the good of 
the Queen’s service without the slightest regard to any personal feeling. 

Whilst the community are held in suspense, both as respects the 
Union, and the Policy that may hereafter be pursued, no just estimate 
can be formed of the actual state of the public mind. 

For this reason, as well as from a desire not to perplex H. M. Govern- 
ment with any possible differences of opinion, I consider it proper to 
refrain from renewing the Reports upon the state of the Province, which 
I have been in the habit of periodically transmitting; and shall henceforth 
confine myself to communicating upon mere matters of business, satisfied 
that the Governor General with whom I shall feel it my duty to be in 
constant communication will correspond with H. M. Govt. upon all such 
political matters as His Excellency may judge necessary. 

In all probability the Union will now be effected at an early period, 
and, as my connection with the Civil Government of Upper Canada will 
thereupon necessarily cease, may I beg to request that your Lordship 
will be pleased to provide against my being subsequently detained by my 
military appointment as a Major General upon the Staff, and I shall 
further esteem it a favour if H. M. Govt. will allow me to return to 
England with my family via Quebec in a vessel of War, as I am particu- 
larly desirous from circumstances connected with the most distressing 
part of my administration of this Government, to avoid passing through 
the United States of America. 


ARTHUR TO RUSSELL: LB.5, p. 76-77. 


Government House, Toronto. {Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I have this day addressed my first Despatch to your Lordship on my 
reassumption of the administration of this Government, and have inti- 
mated therein the course which I think it right and prudent to pursue in 
my present unenviable position. 

Independently of an outfit necessarily expensive for such a Govern- 
ment as Upper Canada, the peculiar circumstances, under which the 
administration devolved upon me, has obliged me to live in a very ex- 
pensive manner, so that I shall be seriously inconvenienced in a pecuniary 
way by the abrupt termination of my Government; but, notwithstanding 
this, I can assure your Lordship it will be a great relief to me to receive 
your summons to that effect. 

My situation is now, in many respects, painful—and, in every way 
embarrassing. Of this no person, I believe, is more sensible than the 
Governor General; but your Lordship may rely upon it that I shall to 
the last do my best to act in perfect concert with the Governor General, 
and to promote the policy of Her Majesty’s Government, so far as I 
understand it. 

The question of ‘‘Responsible Government” which I considered to 
have been pretty well put down some months ago, has lately been much 
revived. 

Your Lordship’s views, as delivered in the House of Commons on 
the 3rd. of June last upon Lord Durham’s scheme of Colonial Govern- 
ment, is as correct, in my opinion, as though you had been long a resident 
in Upper Canada. 

“Responsible Government’—that is—regarding Members of the 
Executive Council as Ministers, and making them work in unison with 
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the majority of the House of Assembly—is, I am convinced, only an- 
other name for ‘‘Separation’’ amongst the leading advocates of that 
measure; but I did feel great confidence that—by an open, liberal policy— 
with occasional popular changes in the Executive Council—as little 
interference as possible on the part of the Imperial Government in what 
might fairly be considered local matters—and an energetic but temperate 
exercise of the Executive—this dangerous innovation would have been 
effectually put down by the loyalty and good sense of the majority of the 
People. 

Active canvassing is now going on in Toronto preparatory to the 
approaching elections, and, of course, all the bitter things are said and 
written on both sides that can be remembered or imagined. An encrease, 
rather than otherwise, of this kind of defamation must be expected until 
the elections are over throughout the Province. 


C. L. L. Foster: D.S. handwritten on printed form. 


Toronto. 

General distribution return of the Troops under the Command of His 
Excellency Major General Sir George Arthur. . . 

[A printed form filled in to indicate the officers of different rank, 
sergeants, drummers and buglers, and the rank and file fit for duty and 
in hospital at the following stations: 


Total 
Posts Commanders Corps Rank & File 
Penetanguishine Fort Adjt. Keating 
Sandwich Capt. Taylor 
85th Regt. 85th Regt. 139 
Amherstburg Lt. Col. Airey, Royal Artillery 15 
34th Regt. Sappers & Miners 10 
34th Regt. 507 
London Col. Love Royal Artillery 43 
73rd Regt. Royal Engineers 
73rd Regt. 553 
85th Regt. 336 
Drummondville Major Furlong, King’s Dragoon 
43rd Regt. Guards 7 
Royal Artillery 35 
43rd Regt. 549 
Niagara Capt. Martin King’s Dragoon 
King’s Dragoon Guards 82 
Guards Royal Artillery 8 
Toronto Major General Sir Royal Artillery 89 
George Arthur 32nd Regt. 01 
Lt. Col Ward, 93rd Highlanders 578 


Royal Engineers 
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Kingston Lt. Col. Dundas Royal Artillery 130 
83rd Regt. 65th Regt. 188 
83rd Regt. 530 
By Town Major Bolton, 
Royal Engineers 
Prescott Lt. Col. Williams, Royal Artillery 5 
Particular 65th Regt. 29 
service 


A few detached rank and file at three of the stations are not included 
above. The total of all ranks is given as 4,399. 279 women, 655 child- 
ren and 46 servants not soldiers are shown as ‘Drawing Rations.” 
There are 81 officers’ horses, 279 riding or draft horses and 360 horses 
“Receiving an allowance in lieu of Forage.”’] 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 64-65. 


Government House, Toronto. 

Whilst your Excellency was administering the Government of Upper 
Canada, you will recollect, as Chancellor of the University, having 
proposed an Ordinance on the 15th. of February which was passed—to 
the effect ‘‘that a Solicitor be appointed to manage the legal business of 
the Corporation, to hold his office during the pleasure of the Chancellor’’[.] 

Referring to the above contemplated appointment, the Chief Secretary 
notified, by letter of the same date, that your ‘‘Excellency had nominated 
Mr Jas. E. Small to be Solicitor to King’s College’. 

At a meeting of the College Council on the 26 Ultimo, the Chief 
Secretary’s letter was read, when a discussion arose ‘‘as to the relative 
powers of the Chancellor and Council in making this appointment” and 
the opinion of the late Attorney General of the 27th. August last on a 
similar question was read. 

That opinion was—that the nomination rested with the Chancellor, 
subject, however, to the approval of the Council. Entertaining strongly 
the impression that the appointment, by prerogative, still remained with 
the Chancellor, I intimated to the Board my intention to refer the 
particular case in question for the joint opinion of the present Law officers 
of the Crown; and, having so done, it appears, by their answer, to be 
their opinion that the appointment is in the Council. 

Were your Excellency at a greater distance, I should at once act upon 
this advice; and propose to the Council that, altho’ it appeared the 
appointment was legally in the Board, yet as your Excellency had nomi- 
nated Mr Small upon a different impression of the legal power, I should 
hope the gentleman who had been so nominated would be confirmed— 
but, under existing circumstances, I have deferred to act upon the opinion 
of the Law Officers until I have had an opportunity of communicating 
with you upon it[.] 

I have the pleasure to enclose all the papers connected with the 
subject[.] 

[Enclosures lacking.] 
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ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 62-63. 


Government House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I wrote to you a hasty letter on Saturday Evening after my return 
from the College Council, and I have just now addressed you upon the 
subject of the appointment of a Solicitor to that Institution. 

In your letter of the 25th. Inst, I observe, that you say “I appointed 
Mr Small &c”’ from which I conclude that the word ‘‘nominated”’ used 
in Mr Murdochs letter was not intended, in conformity with Mr Hager- 
man’s opinion, to bea mere nomination, but the notification of an absolute 
appointment. 

With regard to the individual, from various circumstances, it would 
have been impossible for me to have named him; but I can have no 
difficulty whatever in moving in the case as yours, and I have not a doubt 
a mzjority of the Board will concur in conferring the appointment upon 
Mr Small, if the question take that course—but I do not like to give up 
the principle upon which the appointment has been made until I hear 
from you.— I ought to mention that when I appointed the Bursar, | 
did so under the impression that the appointment was invested in the 
Chancellor; but, after Mr Hagerman’s opinion was given, it was treated 
as a nomination, and subjected to the approval of the Council whilst you 
were administering the government— I enclose an Extract from the 
proceedings— 

The plan for the University, as proposed by Dr McCaul, was dis- 
cussed at the meeting on Saturday. So far as the Building is concerned, 
the design proposed to you has been approved. The expense of altering 
the present buildings so as to adapt them to the University, and of the 
erection of the new Building for the College, at a charge not to exceed 
£2000, has been agreed upon, but, as regards the rest of the Doctor’s 
propositions, which, I think, you had no opportunity of deliberately 
considering, they appear to me to require much revision, and we must 
proceed cautiously step by step. 

I regretted deeply the accident that occurred through the carelessness 
of one of your servants. I expect to hear from Mr McDonnell upon the 
subject, and I will do every thing in the case that you could possibly wish. 

Mr H. Sherwood’s Address to the Electors appears, I perceive, in the 
Commercial Herald this afternoon; I cannot help thinking it injudicious 
in him to give up the certainty of being returned for Brockville for an 
expensive and very uncertain contest for Toronto, where, I have hitherto 
always understood, he is by no meansa popular man. Nothing new from 
the Frontier, all seems quiet. 

The death of Sir [Allan] McNab’s brother was communicated to me 
this morning; he was Registrar for the County of Wentworth upon which 
subject I propose writing to you on Wednesday. 

[Enclosure lacking. ] 


R. B. SULLIVAN TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 3p. 


Executive Council Chamber, |Toronto.| 

A Number of Gentlemen anxious to obtain the Office Vacant by the 
decease of the late David MacNab Esquire have applied to me, in the 
expectation that I would make interest with Your Excellency in their 
favor. 

But as I have never in any instance endeavoured to serve a personal 
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friend by means of Government Patronage I have not troubled your 
Excellency in this instance. 

I would however suggest most respectfully that as in the event of a 
Union of the Provinces many old and faithful servants of the Government 
will have claims which cannot be resisted. for some provision on the 
breaking up of the departments to which they are attached. It may be 
wise and economical to use the opportunities which Vacancies throughout 
the Province offer. for the purpose of making the Provision without 
expense. 

I have no doubt that this consideration has occurred to Your Excel- 
lency. And I feel that I may perhaps require to be excused for making 
the suggestion, I have therefore not done so in a formal or official manner. 
and I hope it will not be so considered. 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 65-67. 


Government House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

In my letter of the 2nd. inst, I mentioned the death of Mr David 
M[a]cNab whose widow is the sister of Lady M[a]cNab both being the 
nieces of your Chief Justice[.]! 

The deceased held the offices of Registrar of the County of Wentworth 
supposed to be worth at least £200—Serjeant at Arms for which he 
received £150 a year, and Deputy Clerk of the Crown—the salary for 
which I know not{.] 

A few hours after Mr McNab’s death, application for succession to his 
offices were made by a host of expectants, & this morning it was intimated 
to me to be the desire of Sir Allan’s friends that the vacant registrarship 
should be offered to him. 

The first thought that has crossed my mind, without any regard to 
Sir Allan’s claims or qualifications, is that his political views are the very 
reverse of those of Mr Baldwin and Mr Small upon whom you have 
recently conferred appointments—.—this, of itself, is a sufficient reason 
for my pausing until I have communicated with you, because there are 
no means by which I can either support or prejudice your policy more 
than by the selection or rejection of any person of the slightest political 
weight for office. 

I have from time to time taken occasion confidentially to express my 
sentiments to you respecting all our most prominent characters. As a 
duty, I have done so unreservedly; but, without willingly prejudicing the 
prospects of any. 

In the case of Sir Allan McNab, as Speaker, it is reasonable to con- 
clude that he is popular with the present House of Assembly; and his 
conduct during the outbreak of 1837 I have always regarded as dis- 
tinguished; and, indeed, particularly meritorious in that part of it which 
led him, after marching into the London District, on the submission of 
the rebels there assembled, to act at once towards them, upon his own 
responsibility with humanity and great generosity. 

Sir Allan was formerly an officer in the Regular Service, and during 
the last War behaved extremely well in the capture of Fort Niagara[.] 

~The contra side of his character you have heard as well as myself as 
matters of public rumour— His finances are said to be in a deranged 
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state, and he has the reputation of having been a very extensive Land- 
jobber. 

I have been conferring with Mr Harrison respecting a Report some 
time since circulated to Sir Allan’s prejudice in some transactions with 
the Gore Bank. 

That imputation Mr Harrison tells me was wickedly got up with a 
view to the removal of Sir Allan’s party from the direction and those who 
succeeded in turning out the Knight’s party have since actually adopted 
the very course of conduct which they deprecated in him.— I also sent 
for the Attorney General and have confidentially conferred with him 
upon the ‘‘land-jobbing”’ transactions. 

Mr Draper assures me that, altho’ Sir Allan, in common with almost 
all persons in this Country, has been a large speculator in the purchase 
of U. E. Rights, yet he has never heard of a single instance of anything 
approaching to dishonorable conduct, and he is perfectly satisfied that, 
had such been the case, he must have known it, and that, if dealing in 
that speculation were discreditable, he apprehended there would be 
found but few persons in the Province of pure reputation. 

The Attorney General adds that there is no doubt of Sir Allan’s being 
again returned for Wentworth, and that he is, undoubtedly, in his way, a 
bustling—influential person in the House. 

Having thus given you all the information I possess,—except, perhaps, 
that I should have said the Registrar has nothing whatever to do with 
money matters, if you will now kindly put me in possession of your 
views, I shall not suffer any opinion of my own to interfere with them; 
tho’, were I acting solely with reference to the administration of this 
Province, I should, certainly, consider it right as well as politic to give 
the appointment to Sir Allan. 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 67-69. 


Government House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I find the Christian Guardian & Examiner of yesterday by some 
oversight were not sent to you last evening. 

It is very desirable that you should see these Journals, & it can do no 
harm to keep the Estafette in motion so long as the expense is incurred of 
employing it. 

This by the way leads me to remark that I understood you to say that 
you wished the Estafette to be continued until you said—Nay? which 
I mention because Col. Fraser informs me that the Chief Secretary inti- 
mated to him that it was to be discontinued at the end of 14 days unless 
he heard to the contrary. I have acted, however, upon your wish ex- 
pressed viva voce! 

Mr Robert Baldwin, and Mr Henry Boulton appear in the Examiner 
in full force upon Responsible Government, I am only surprised that the 
latter Gentleman acts in concert with Mr Baldwin. The maxim itself 
is quite in accordance with the determination I have deliberately heard 
him express—that the Colonial Minister shall not interfere directly or 
indirectly with the local affairs of the Province—and by local I under- 
stand him to imply every thing short of declaring War or making peace, 
nor will he ellow the officer administering the Government if he can 
avoid it to have his own way without many wholesome checks, of which 
the advice of a Responsible Council is to be one. 
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This I know to be Mr H. Boultons version of ‘(Responsible Govern- 
ment.” 

I thought our new Solicitor General had modified if not abandoned 
his responsible Government Scheme on taking office, but it would seem 
far otherwise, and it appears, from his explanation in reply to Mr H. 
Boulton’s Letter, that he has resolved from the first to be ready to part 
Company at the shortest notice. 

Depend upon it you will not find him a very amenable public 
servant,—however, as he expresses himself to place so much confidence 
in you I trust I may prove mistaken in my judgment of him. For 
Canada’s sake, I hope you will be able to give spontaneously to the people 
the most liberal terms which can safely be granted, and then make a firm 
stand. For all the evils in both Provinces may be traced to the system of 
surrendering little by little by compulsion, after reference to the Imperial 
Government. 

The same power with the same ability has never before been applied 
directly upon the Provinces, and my firm belief is that the result one way 
or the other must be decisive. 


THo[MAs] ARCHER TO CAPTAIN [MATTHEW?] ForsTER: A.L.S. 8p. 


H. 


Launceston, [Tasmania.]} 

I thank you for your kind note of the 29th. which I received yesterday 
Evening and have perused with pleasure and interest the Copies of 
Letters enclosed therein— I am delighted to find that Sir George stands 
so high & so deservedly so, with the Home Governmt—«& have ever said 
that the Ministry shewed great judgement in selecting him for such an 
arduous & important Task—one that few would have been capable of 
performing— None better if so well as Sir George— _ I wish him success 
with all my Heart, and have no doubt if his life is spared he will rise to a 
state of great Eminence— _ I shall not at all be surprized in a very short 
space of Time to hear that he is Governor General of the Canadas— 
Such talent combined with such perseverance & decision, are seldom 
found united in one person... 

[Refers to people and happenings in Van Diemen’s Land, including 
the prevalence of illness both in Launceston and Hobart Town, “Typhus 
Fever, & a distemper which is styled British Cholera.’’ Sends wishes.] 


J. Bourton To ARTHUR: A.L.S, 3p: 


Holland House, {Toronto.]| 

With reference to the long & desultory Conversation of yesterday I 
think it was clearly understood that all Observations respecting the 
Opinions or Intentions of other persons whether in or out of office were 
to be regarded as strictly confidential. My own Opinions being the only 
part of my side of the Conversation being all that I consider as com- 
municated unreservedly. With regard to such remarks as fell from 
yourself respecting the Governor General and his policy I understand to 
have been equally confidential & will be so held by me. My objection 
to having things repeated which affect other persons consists in this, that 
altho’ I would have no objection to repeat the same observations in the 
presence of those to whom they related yet by passing from hand to hand, 
the slightest shades of difference either in Words or even Manner of 
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Expression or jesture [sic] give a different impression to the hearer. 
Under this feeling I shall sedulously avoid repeating whatever your Excel- 
lency regarded in any manner confidential— 

I beg to assure you that I do not write this note under any other 
feeling than that in so long a Conversation it may have escaped your 
recollection that I fully concurred in the propriety of certain parts of the 
Conversation being regarded on both sides as private— 


ARTHUR TO H. [J.] Bouton: LB.3, p. 93-94. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I recd. yr. note just as I was about to mount my horse this afternoon 
or I wd. have answered it immediately. 

Certainly I understood our conversation to be perfectly private and 
confidential—quite in the light you mention, & I felt much obliged to 
you for giving me so clear a view of yr. own opinion upon ‘‘responsible 
govt.” It is the first plain exposition of it that I have recd. from any 
person of intelligence. 

With respect to the Govr. General’s policy I assure you I do not know 
it any more than you do, and especially upon the ‘responsible govt.” 
question I never heard him say more than he has said to you & to many 
other persons. 

So far as I am aware His Ex. generally concurs in the course wh. I 
have pursued in U. Canada, &, therefore, I presume, he must to a great 
extent entertain the same views, & my expectation is with greater power 
& infinitely more ability, that, he will carry the same principles much 
farther. He will, for instance, make the Executive far more influential, 
& consequently, far more responsible—& will endeavour to make the 
provincial Legislature wh. includes the Ex. branch work more in harmony 
with the Imperial Authorities so far at least as it can be done consistently 
with the relative state of things in the Mother Country & in the Province. 

It is, however, my deliberate opinion that the Govr. Genl. brought 
no fixed system of Administration into the Provinces. 

The Ministry, relying upon his great talents—Industry—& perfect 
knowledge of business have left it to him to decide upon the policy best 
adapted to the Actual Condition & circumstances of this Country & I 
imagine you will find that he will ultimately be governed by the result 
of his own observation— I write this, of course, in the same spirit of 
confidence in wh. I conversed with you—&, when I am far away I think, 
on referring to this note you will find that I am not a false prophet. 

I have read the Article in the Colonist & have been much amused— 
but by no means convinced of any thing, except, that yr. schemes must 
if adopted at an early period, lead to separation— A House that is not 
quite convenient may be made so without pulling it down. 


ARTHUR TO H. [J.] Bouton: L. 5p. 


Government House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Copy.”’] 
[Another copy of item 1215.] 


ARTHUR TO SIR R. D. Jackson: LB.5, p. 69-72. 


Government House, Toronto. |Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

Your letter dated the 28th. Ultimo did not reach me until yesterday. 
I am quite concerned that I should have occasioned you any trouble 
whatever respecting the proposed distribution of Troops. 
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The amended arrangement, I perceive, differs only as regards the 
disposal of the 83rd. Regiment, and reducing thereby the Force in the 
London District. 

By no means would I recommend any alteration in your original 
intention of continuing three Regiments of the Line in the Western 
Country. We require to produce and keep up effect more perhaps in 
that Quarter than in any other portion of the country—besides the men 
of the 83rd. Regt have been long enough at Kingston. 

There can be, of course, no serious objection to a Wing of the 34th. 
Regt taking the duty at Kingston, as you originally proposed. My im- 
pression was that, as the men had suffered much from ague, that you 
would have preferred keeping that Corps at Toronto, and sending on to 
Kingston a Wing of the 32nd. Regt;—but I attach much less importance 
to this since I have conferred with some medical gentlemen on the subject. 

The 85th. Regt. are a noble body of men. As a drill, Lieut Colonel 
Maunsell is inferior to no officer in the Command, and he is zealous and 
very attentive to his Men in Quarters. But, in this Private letter, I 
would say, I should not select him for the charge of a District. He 
appears to want Confidence in himself for such a charge. 

Colonel Love is admirably adapted to Command the Districts under 
his care, which requires a good deal of Headwork and Management. 
Ever since I have been in the Province, I have, on every occasion, sought 
the opportunity to throw around the Military Officers Commanding the 
Districts all the influence in my power; and, if this be exercised with 
discretion, (which has hitherto been the case) it must tell well in the day 
of need,—if that day come. 

Colonel Wetherall, with whom I have only a very slight acquaintance, 
is known to be a good and experienced Officer; and, I hope, may possess 
also, the same qualities in other respects which render Colonel Love's 
services so valuable in the Western Country. 

Should any thing really serious occur on any part of our Frontier, 
much, very much, must always depend upon the decision, and influence, 
and arrangements of the officer Comdg; for all the loyal People think it 
their duty to distinguish themselves by bursting forth at once to take up 
arms; and it requires no small tact to regulate matters under such circum- 
stances without giving serious offence. It is, however, now quite in the 
power of the officer Comdg. to check this proceeding. 

Some memorable defects in this way occurred in the year 1838, and 
the difficulties and embarrassments that resulted in settling the militia 
accounts and other expenses were almost interminable, and _ finally 
entailed upon this Government a very heavy responsibility in adjusting 
claims that it was scarcely possible to resist or admit. 

In mentioning to you lately that I feared the 93rd. Regt would desert 
on an extensive scale from Niagara, I did not explain myself. They are 
generally farming Men; and, at a short distance from the Niagara 
Frontier is a Scotch settlement from whence I have not a doubt many 
allurements will be held out. We must hope for the best. 

It gives me great pleasure indeed to find that you are pleased with the 
Militia arrangements which I proposed. I rather infer, however, that 
you think I have responded too liberally to the Governor General's call for 
reduction; but, in truth, His Excellency was far from being importunate 
on the subject; and, from the observations you made in your letter of the 
28th. January, I sincerely apprehended that I had proposed to retain a 
larger force than you thought quite necessary for defence. 
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With reference to your allusion to the Glengarry Company, do you 
not think it would be well that we should increase the strength of the 
Incorporated Regt. proposed for Cornwall, and then detach from it a 
Company for Coteau du Lac. If you wish it, I think you will find it less 
troublesome with regard to pay, Clothing &c. 

I have been considering, in every light, the Terms on which we should 
propose to engage the new Force, and I will enclose you a Memorandum 
upon the subject. I have put them on the lowest scale upon which I 
think it is possible to get men who are worth having in the Province; but 
there seems to be some serious doubt whether on these terms we shall be 
able to fill up our ranks. I believe men are to be had cheaper in the 
Lower Province. 

It occurred to me some time since, that, on the Union of the Prov- 
inces—if the Government were not administered by a Military man— 
some difficulty might arise with regard to the Militia, and I suggested to 
the Governor General that, in the proposed new Militia Act, a clause 
should be introduced distinctly recognising the power of the Commander 
of the Forces over the Militia. 

I enclose a copy of the draft, which I sent to the Governor General, 
when he was in Toronto, for your perusal, and, perhaps, you will favour 
me with your opinion upon it. After the Bill is prepared, the Governor 
General can deal with it, as he thinks best. 

[Enclosures lacking.] 


ARTHUR TO Sir R. D. Jackson: LB.5, p. 72-73. 


Government House, Toronto. 

In my letter of the 18th. Ultimo I enclosed copy of my Communication 
to the Governor General respecting embodying a Militia Force for a 
further period of two years. 

I have since been at great pains to ascertain on what terms the services 
of men can be engaged. The enclosed Memorandum is the result. I 
shall be most happy to reconsider any part of it on your suggestion; but, 
I believe, I have taken the very lowest scale upon which men are to be 
had in this Province. 

You are aware that we shall be getting rid, after the 30th. April, of 
many hundred men well trained and drilled— the probability is that they 
will cross into the States. This is a subject of great regret, but it 
cannot be helped. 

[Enclosure lacking.] 


ARTHUR TO SiR JAMES McGricor: LB.3, p. 95. 


Govt. House, Toronto. |Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

With reference to a note wh. I recently addressed to you I have great 
pleasure in informing you that an opening has been found for Mr. 
Mc.Gregor [7.e. McGrigor] & that he has this day been appointed an Asst. 
in the Inspector General’s office. 

I enclose a letter wh. he has addressed to the Inspector Genl. by wh. 
you will perceive that he is well pleased with the appointmt. 

[Enclosure lacking.] 
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THomson To [ARTHUR]: A.L.S. 


Government House, Montreal. 

I am somewhat surprised at the construction which is now put upon 
the appointment of Solicitor to the University, because I thought I had 
understood from the Atty Genl. that it rested with the Chancellor 
exclusively. Of course however, the opinion of the Law Officers must 
prevail, and I would beg of you to adopt the same course which it appears 
was pursued with regard to the Bursar, and have “my nomination” con- 
sidered in the same way, as the recommendation, not the absolute appoint- 
ment of Mr. Small. 

In substance the result must be the same— In the very improbable 
contingency of a disagreement in opinion between the Chancellor and 
the Council, which of course cannot arise in this instance, the opinion of 
the former must ultimately prevail, because under the ordinance of the 
15. Feby the Solicitor can only hold the office during his pleasure, and he 
has besides under the constitution of the University the means of securing 
a majority of his own way of thinking in case of necessity. I think 
therefore it is pretty clear that your version in the case of the Bursar, 
and mine in this, is the common sense view of the case, whatever be the 
legal interpretation, as the result must be the same, only one is directly 
and the other circuitously arrived at. 


THOMSON To [ArTHUR]: A.L.S. 2p. 


Govt. House, Montreal. (Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I have written to vou about the solicitorship to the University. We 
cannot stand against the legal opinions, but the Atty Gen. is in fault for 
not having explained the former case to me. Of course there will be no 
difficulty in the Council taking Mr. Small upon ‘‘my recommendation’’. 
Indeed they cannot help themselves, and so they had better. He has 
behaved uncommonly well as you will see from the enclosed letter to 
Murdoch which he received Saturday, which pray return. 

Dr. McCaul’s scheme was referred to a Committee expressly to be 
examined in it’s [szc] details, reported upon, and afterwards fully con- 
sidered. It will therefore require a good deal of consideration, and I 
have no doubt a good deal of pruning, for altho’ his ideas are moderate 
in comparison to the Bishop’s, still there seemed to me, even in his List, a 
desire to make the establishment too large. No one will be better able 
to attend to this than vourself. 

I need not trespass on your kindness any further about the poor man 
who was shot at Gananoque. Mr. MacDonald has found out all about 
him and his family resides in this neighbourhood, near Chateaugay. 

I am not afraid of any trouble with your Sol. General about responsible 
govt.— I had a full explanation with him and brought him to Book on 
Lord John’s dispatch upon the subject, in which all his views are fully 
detailed. 

I received last night your letter about the appointments vacant by 
Mr. M[a]cNab’s death. The Deputy Sergeant at arms, if in the gift of 
the.Govt., should not of course be filled up, and if in that of the Speaker 
the party taking it should be informed that he will not be considered as 
having any claim for compensation for loss of office in the event of the 
Union. The Registrarship of the Cy of Wentworth is not free from 
difficulty. Sir A. McNab from his position of Speaker (perhaps) did not 
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oppose my Govt. and he seemed to stand so well with the House, even 
the Reform part of it, witness the vote for his augmentation of salary, 
that his appointment might be considered rather a compliment to the 
Assembly. He will besides lose his Militia Regiment I suppose, under 
the new regulations— On the other hand the office is one which is 
scarcely compatible with Parlt— The registrarship is not a place at 
pleasure—one of the few in the colony which is not, and to have it filled 
by a Political opponent in the new House would be awkward should he 
become one, as you seem to anticipate. Upon the whole perhaps the 
best course to follow would be to offer it to him stating to him fairly that 
he must be well aware of what the policy which the Govt. will follow is, 
namely to put down extreme opinions on both sides, and if he is prepared 
to give general support to these views, we shall be glad to testify our sense 
of his past services— I have heard of no other application except from 
Chisholme [7.e. Chisholm] of Halton for his son, and Mr. Campbell of 
Toronto. If McNab takes the place it would be well to give the Deputy 
Clerkship of the Crown to some one entirely unconnected with the 
Family Compact and of the other line. Fergus[s]on’s son resides at 
Hamilton and is a rising voung Lawyer. Would he or Chisholme’s son 
not be good men for that? but I speak in entire ignorance both of the 
emoluments and nature of this last office. 
We have winter again—I hope you are better off. 
[Enclosure lacking. ] 


ARTHUR TO SiR R. [W.] GARDINER: LB.3, p. 102-104. 


Government House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

Press of business—or any other miserable [excuse] of that kind will 
not avail me for having neglected to acknowedge. two or three very kind 
notes from you—wh. is the more stupid on my part as you generally 
have given me a little scrap of that kind of intelligence wh. is most 
acceptable. 

We have nothing from England later than the 7th. of January— 
No certain date was then given for the Queen’s Marriage—so that we 
are now in the very utmost state of anxiety for certain tidings of that 
great National event & all it’s [szc] attendant circumstances— Per- 
sonally, I have nothing to expect from the Brevet—having been chained 
down to the rank of Lieutt. Col. for 22 years, during 16 of wh. I was a 
Col. on the Staff—the pleasures of hope in the way of Military promotion 
have long since been extinguished—but, I can warmly enter into the 
prospect of others & shall be glad to find that the anticipations are realized 
to the utmost. As to the great event itself, my earnest desire is—that 
the Royal Pair may be happy, & that the Prince may in all respects prove 
worthy of such a Consort. 

The struggle between the Whigs & the Conservatives will now I 
conclude be on in full forcee— The success of our arms in India, & the 
lull in Canada, with the Sovereign’s Marriage will be in favor of the 
present Govt.— The Chartists & Russian Policy with some other 
matters will be agt. them. Judging by O’Con[nlell’s speeches I shd. 
think that most outrageous person fears his party has the worst of it. 

But, in plain truth I took up my pen—not to discuss Politics—but 
to say a few words respectg. yr. son—& I do so with the greatest pleasure, 
because in making a faithful report I can make a most favorable one. 
The more I have known him the more I admire his character, wh. evi- 
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dently has for it’s foundation the most honorable principles, & conse- 
quently, all that spontaneously springs therefrom is good. There are, 
you are aware, two ways of looking at almost every subject & it has 
continually struck me that his ready instant perception & expression is 
morally the correct one, & I know nothing that a Parent can more desire. 
Lyndock [7.e. Lynedoch] is serving under one of those Commanders whom 
every Genl. Officer wishes to have under him, but few young men desire 
to have over them. He is very strict & understands his profession 
thoroughly—so that he will not only have duty done—but well done. 
Do not mind, therefore, his not being altogether pleased; depend upon it 
he will hereafter admit that Jackson has been to him an excellent School- 
master. 

Toronto, also, is a good Quarter for a young soldier. There is nothing 
in the way of dissipation to hurt & Enough society to keep him alive & in 
easy bearing as a gentleman; so that Lady Gardiner need be under no 
alarm on acct. of the Graces!— 

Though the Govt. express themselves in the most flattering way 
towards me my own movemts. are very uncertain—but, if I remain here 
& yr. son does not go home, it will be a good plan to give him during the 
next winter some office drilling, wh I shall no doubt be able to manage— 
but, all is so uncertain just now that I will not enlarge upon the subject. 

I have not heard from yr. Brother for an age— _I fully expected they 
wd. have given him a Regt.—do tell him so with my best regards. 


ARTHUR TO JOHN Montacu: LB.6, p. 79-81. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I have been writing all day & have only just completed my Des- 
patches—& can only send you a hasty line—but, I am anxious to let you 
know that a few days before the Govr. Genl. left Toronto I had a long 
conversation with him respecting the measures consequent upon the 
Union of the Provinces & as I heard that his Chief Secretary & himself 
were not on the most cordial terms, I took the opportunity of incidentally 
mentioning yr. name—observing how useful a Person of your experience 
wd. be in settling all the Departmts.—but, without alluding to any 
particular office. 

The following day he renewed the subject & I then adverted to yr. 
Dispatch in Business, you were at home on leave—&c. &c. and then it 


dropped. , 
He is very reserved—but it strikes me, as possible, if matters do not 
mend that I may hear further from him on the subject.— The Chief 


Secretary is a Mr. Murdock [i.e. Murdoch|—one of the Clerks in the Col. 
Office—a very clever person indeed in his way—& much respected in the 
Colonial Office; but, I should say not exactly adapted to some parts of 
the detail of his present duties— Nothing may come of this; &, of 
course, you will not allude to the subject to any person—but, it is exactly 
the Post for you—Salary £1500 a year. 

I take it for granted that the Union Bill is in progress, but we have 
no news from England later than 8th. of January—the longest interval 
sinee I have been in the Country. & it happens, unfortunately, to be a 
very interesting period. I know not how they will dispose of me—but 
Mr. Poulett Thomson assured me that he had written to Lord John 
Russell to say that the Govt. were under the deepest obligations to me. 

I write by this opportunity to Lord John to say that it will be quite 


458 


[ 1224] 
Mar. 10 


12254 
Mar. 10 


TORONTO PUBLIC HIBRARI ES 1840 


agreeable to me to be relieved when it is convenient to Governmt. & I 
have advised Mr. Thomson to come here at once & administer the Govt. 

Before they give me something else I do not know how I shall manage 
about money matters— I have never heard from Mr. Parramore—did 
he cheerfully undertake to act. do let me know all about it. 

I shall defer until I hear from England to send any Bills to Mr. 
Hamilton. 

With kindest love to dearest Jessy[.] 


ARTHUR TO W. H. HAMILTON: LB.6, p. 81. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 
Wrote letter to Mr. H. same as above [t.e. item 1223] excepting first 
subject about situation. 


ARTHUR TO Sir [J. M.] F. SmirH: LB.3, p. 95-98. 


Govt. House, Toronto. 

I must tell you at the very onset that this letter, if you are disposed 
to be kind, is destined to give you some trouble. 

The boisterous weather during the winter has put a stop to steaming 
& we have no news from England later than the 7th January—so that, 
in all probability the Queen’s Marriage has taken place—the Ministry 
may be changed, & all kinds of freaks performed without our being in the 
“‘secret’— But, if matters remain as they were, it may be assumed that 
Lord John Russell has introduced a Bill into the House of Commons for 
the reunion of the Canadas; & as we understand here that Sir R. Peel & 
the Duke of Wellington are favorable to the measure there can be no 
doubt that it will pass—& if it do, then I have strongly recommended 
that it should be at once carried into effect—tho’ I by no means have 
advised the measure considering it a most dangerous experiment. 

However, I regard it as a Measure almost certain, & amongst other 
highly important results, my connexion with Upper Canada will termi- 
nate[.] I have, therefore, more than ordinary anxiety to dive into fu- 
turity. 

Before I propose my request to you, I must let you know as far as I 
am able what my position is— When I arrived here matters as you are 
aware were in a frightful state. The Jails were full of Traitors & our 
Frontier was threatened at various points. ‘Patriots’ from the United 
States secretly supported by their Govt. at length tried their fortune to 
get Land in Canada by force—but failed— Many of these vagabonds 
were killed—some were tried & executed—about 100 were transported & 
to as many more I granted a free pardon & sent them back to their own 
Country. 

In all these matters, & many others the Govt. expressed the strongest 
approbation & on retiring from Office Lord Glenelg wrote me the most 
flattering letter that cd. possibly be penned. I will enclose a copy, if 
Kate can put her hand upon the original this evening. 

Then followed Ld. Normanby—his Despatches were, if possible, still 
more complimentary. & after his short reign at the Colonial Office, he 
addressed to me the note of wh. the Enclosed is a Copy.— On Lord 
John Russell’s taking the Seals of the Col. Office he expressed the high 
confidence the Govt. felt that I wd. sacrifice all personal considerations 
& cooperate with the New Govr. Genl. in carrying out the great measure 
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of the Union. Mr. Poulett Thomson has accordingly passed 3 months 
in Upper Canada. Never was any thing more painful or more embar- 
rassing than the whole affair has been to me— however, all that Govt. 
desired has been effected & on taking his leave to return to the Lower 
Province, Mr. Thomson informed me in a very impressive Manner that 
the Govt. was under the deepest obligation to me & that he had so 
communicated to Lord John Russell. In conversation he had before 
frequently adverted to this point, intimating at the same time the warm 
disposition felt to recognize my claims upon the Ministry. 

Now as I do not think affairs will improve under the new policy in 
progress here I am persuaded it is prudent on my part to get away whilst 
perfect harmony exists—& especially as I can hope for nothing less than 
painful embarrassmts. henceforth in administering the Governmt.:— _ | 
have just addressed to Lord John Russell the Dispatch & Private Letter 
of wh. I enclose copies. 

By so early closing my administration, my outfit will be almost a total 
loss to me & so far at least I may boldly put in a claim to be in some way 
or other indemnified, or at all events may venture to enquire what it is 
proposed to do for me;—& herein consists the trouble wh. I wish to 
impose upon you, & if you wd. do me the kindness to call at the Col. 
Office & sound the Powers that be upon the subject I shall feel infinitely 
obliged to you. 

A niece of Sir Colin Campbell’s is here who says that her uncle intends 
to leave Halifax this summer—if any thing better is contemplated I can, 
of course, have no possible objection—but, otherwise, I shd. be well 
pleased to succeed Sir Colin of wh. if you can do so with perfect propriety, 
I shd. be glad if you wd. give a hint to that effect. 

Formerly the Senior Officer stationed at Halifax Commanded also 
the Troops in New Brunswick & under that arrangemt. my appointment 
wd. be an interference with Sir John Harvey but now Sir Richard D. 
Jackson commands the Forces in all the North American Provinces wh. 
removes every difficulty in that way.— 

I can scarcely say how J stand with my old friend Stephen. I have 
fancied there has been a less cordial feeling than heretofore—but the 
Bishop of Toronto, who lately returned from London told me that the 
Under Secretary had expressed himself with the greatest warmth of 
friendship towards me. 

But, whether friend or foe as there is, of course, nothing so natural 
as that our friends shd. wish to know what is to become of us you need 
not, perhaps, be over fastidious about making inquiry & do pray let me 
hear from you by return of the ‘“‘Great Western”’. 

[Enclosures are apparently copies of items 864, 891, 1205, 1206.] 


ARTHUR TO Sir A. [N.] M[A]cNaB: LB.4, p. 54-55. 


Govt. House, Toronto. ; 

I request you will receive the sincere expression of my Condolence in 
your late sad bereavement.— However mitigated, it is always a severe 
blow to part with so near a relative for there are no associations so power- 
fulkas those of our earliest youth. 

This affliction has also fallen upon you at a period when your health 
is far from being robust as I was sorry frequently to observe during the 
late Session. Will you do me the kindness to present to Lady MacNab 
my kindest remembrance, and assure her that it will give me great 
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pleasure to hear that Her sister has been supported by the merciful care 
of Divine Providence under her most trying affliction, and that her own 
health has improved since she left Toronto. 

As the navigation will now be open, I should be glad if you could do 
me the favor to allow me to see you when it is quite convenient to you to 
visit Toronto. 


J. B. Ropinson To ArtHuR: A.L.S. 4p. 


Wandsworth. 
I can easily believe that you must be most anxious to hear what is 


doing here upon the important questions which you have disposed of, so 
far [as] you could in Upper Canada— _ There is, I am sorry to say, little 
or nothing to be told— The Govr. General’s Messenger unfortunately 
thought he would have a better chance of a quick passage in the London 
than in the Liverpool packet—both sailed the same day— Lukin, who 
came in the South America has been with us more than a fortnight, 
having landed at Cork, when the Easterly gales met them, & spent a 
week in Ireland— The Mediator not being quite so far advanced when 
the head winds sprang up, could make no port, and she only arrived 
yesterday It remains for the Government yet to determine when 
they will take the first step upon the two bills, which I suppose have both 
come in the Bag.— Your Excellency will have observed that Ministers 
have been asked occasionally when they would bring in their measure, 
but could of course give no decisive answer, while their dispatches were 
beating about in the Channel— Now they will be better able to do so.— 
My expectation is that they will either lay the Clergy Reserve bill on 
the table in a very few days, or make up their minds to reject it, without 
going through that form— _ I have no ground for surmising the latter 
except a strong conviction that such a bill would not be allowed, in the 
present temper of the public mind on Church questions, to run its’ [sic] 
course without an address agt. it from one House, if not from both—and 
the discussion which would arise upon such an address, would be one of 
the most embarrassing, if not absolutely the most so of any the Governmt 
could find themselves involved in— _ I know further that the Archbishop 
of Canterbury has declared, after seeing the bill, that he did not imagine 
the Govt. would lay it before Parliament— Ministers, I think, will be 
anxious to come as soon as possible to some definite course of proceeding— 
in the matter—but I have little means of forming an opinion of what that 
may be— Ld. J. Russell, when I last saw him, did not know what the 
bill would be; but he spoke to me fully & freely on the subject, though in 
general terms— He was not prepared, as I understood him, to find such 
an attempt made by the Govr. General to settle this question— If 
there is to be an Union, quod Deus avertat! what vast importance is it 
that it should be preceded by a final settlement of this difficult business !— 
but that in the present state of things, the Governmt will make an attempt 
to do this by a measure of their own I hardly venture to hope— I wish 
they would, for none but a just & reasonable measure I believe could be 
forced through & this is so clear that I think they would propose nothing 
wild, or unsound— _I apprehend however that either the bill sent home, 
will go before Parlt. & be passed, or we shall be left in statu quo— I 
may of course be disappointed—or rather I may be in error in this 
opinion— 

Ld. Seaton left town yesterday to remain two or three weeks, with 
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his family & then he moves to Town, with them & takes a house— He 
will certainly be present at any discussion upon Canada, unless prevented 
by some casualty— The Duke’s advice to him was very good & very 
characteristic— ‘You should make a point of attending, he said, 
thr[ou]gh the whole discussion—depend upon it, it’s of great importance— 
it is not so much what you may do or say, but your merely sitting there 
will prevent a great deal of nonsense being talked by others’— Ld. S. 
was brought to town expressly by a note from Ld. J. R—but th[ou]gh he 
remained a fortnight, he only saw him once, & then came away wondering 
as I have done, why he was sent for— The truth is that until these 
long expected dispatches arrived, nothing very conclusive could be entered 
upon—« besides Ld. J. Russell being in fact the man of all work in the 
Ministry, you can easily imagine how little leisure he can have to bestow 
on Colonial details— 

The Union bill is for the present not in the minds of people here— 
when a time is named for discussion, the interest will revive— Ina note 
which I sent to Ld. J. R. with my printed observations, I told him that I 
should hope, to the last, that Parliament would not sanction the mea- 
sure—but that if they did, I should then of course consider that it was no 
longer to be withstood & should willingly render any assistance in my 
power in regard to details— I may very likely know nothing more than 
I now do of the matter before I embark—which I intend to do on the 
7th Apl—that is, I shall make no application for further leave— I 
should do so, under the circumstances, if I had not already been very 
long absent, & if the Govt. had not shewn a disposition to expedite my 
departure rather than delay it— You will have observed that Mr Hume 
has discovered some anxiety to see me take leave— Iam uncharitable 
enough I fear to doubt whether he was prompted by his anxiety for the 
due administration of Justice—or by a wish to see any obstacle removed 
to the success of a plan, from which he evidently expects so much, & I 
think not unreasonably— Pray tell the Bishop the no news I have 
mentioned respecting the Reserve bill— I saw the Duke of Wellington 
yesterday—he is cheerful & in as good health as usual—but I think 
nothing can be more uncertain than his ability to continue for any length 
of time in the discharge of any public duty. He spoke to me of Canadian 
matters with the greatest distinctness & good sense—his memory not 
impaired—«& his apprehension quick—but I fear this may not be the case 
long— Iam much pleased to see the addresses to Yr. Excellcy from both 
Houses, & will send them to the Mins. 


ARTHUR TO RUSSELL: LB.5, p. 132-136. 


Government House, Toronto. 
I have the honour to acknowledge your Lordship’s Despatch No. 55, 


of the 26th. Decr last, enclosing a correspondence with the Secretary at 
War on the subject of my being allowed Staff Pay and allowances as a 
Major General upon the Staff. 

On the ground of the heavy and responsible Military duty which had 
devolved upon me, your Lordship was pleased to express to the Secretary 
at War your intention of recommending the case to the favorable con- 
sideration of the Treasury; and that it would be satisfactory to your 
Lordship to find that no objection existed of a nature which would prevent 
the arrangement you were desirous of making. 

In reply, the Secretary at War adverts to the rule with regard to 


462 


TORONTO PUBLIC LIBRARIES 1840 


“Civil Governors of Colonies who are also Military Men viz that they 
should be paid exclusively by by [szc] Civil Salary, without receiving 
either Staff Pay or allowances of any description. If this rule were to be 
infringed in the case of Sir Geo. Arthur and Sir John Harvey who each 
hold subordinate Military Commands, the responsibility of all Military 
Measures in U. Canada resting upon Sir R Jackson, and in New Bruns- 
wick upon Sir Colin Campbell, it would be difficult to maintain it in the 
instances of other Military Officers who are also Civil Governors of 
Colonies, but who also hold supreme Military command in those 
Colonies.” 

Your Lordship will, I hope, in the first place, permit me to assure you 
that I am as sensible of your kind disposition in this matter, as tho’ the 
measure had been successful, and I beg to offer to Your Lordship the 
expression of my sincere acknowledgements. 

The Secretary at War, I am persuaded, has given an opinion adverse 
to my claim purely from a sense of public duty, in order to maintain,— 
what I feel the importance of every day—the adherence as far as possible 
to a general regulation—and I am sure, therefore, the Right Honble 
Gentleman will not be displeased at my pointing out a very important 
error into which, as it appears to me, he has fallen, when he says— ‘‘the 
responsibility for all military measures in Upper Canada rests upon 
Sir R. Jackson.” 

However much this position may bear against the claim at present 
under consideration, I should be, in other respects, greatly relieved, if it 
were accurate; for I apprehend myself to be under a responsibility, on 
account of military expenditure alone, of not less in round numbers, 
during the last two years, than a million of money. 

The system as regards Military disbursements in U. Canada is stated 
in the accompanying Memorandum, No 1 [marginal note here reads: 
“13 March’’], from Deputy Commissary General Knowles. 

I have indeed repeatedly endeavoured to get rid of Military Responsi- 
bility by reference to the Commander of the Forces; and to some extent, 
from time to time, have succeeded; but by the accompanying General 
Order & Letter, Nos 2 & 3 [marginal notes here read: ‘'26 Octr 1838” 
and “27 Feb 1839’’], which were issued at interesting periods, your 
Lordship will perceive that all accounts were required to bear my approv- 
ing signature preparatory to their payment. 

It is, my Lord, perfectly correct that a general responsibility rests upon 
the Commander of the Forces, and a particular responsibility in respect 
to all the Regular Troops, and expenses incident thereupon. 

But from the condition of this Province and especially when it was 
threatened by a formidable descent of armed ruffians in 1838 and the 
beginning of 1839, it was utterly impossible for the Commander of the 
Forces to take any part in the Military Details in Upper Canada. 

For instance, in October 1838, after I had reduced the Militia Force 
to the lowest scale that the Public Safety admitted, I received suddenly 
a letter from Sir John Colborne expressing his earnest hope that I might 
be able to call out an additional force of 10.000 Militia. But beyond 
anxious expression of his wish, the Commander of the Forces did not 
interfere, though I had in Arms, independent of 4000 Regular Troops, 
not less than 16000 Militia,—the whole being raised, armed, equipped, 
rationed, quartered, clothed, paid, and, more troublesome still, reduced, 
entirely by my orders, under my own arrangements and upon my personal 
responsibility. 
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When the descent was made upon Prescott, and a mass of the Popu- 
lace, collected in thousands from all parts of the Country, lined the 
American shore, the Militia [pencil interpolation here reads: ‘of King- 
ston”’] were called out upon my responsibility—by them the Fortress was 
occupied; and, by my orders, the 83rd Regt moved at once from that 
Garrison down the St Lawrence: by which movement both Insurrection 
and Invasion were instantly checked, and quickly put down; for, before 
any Troops could arrive from the Lower Province, the danger was over. 

So on the Western Frontier, the Forces were armed there entirely 
under my orders, and upon my responsibility, and for months during 
which many thousands of the Patriots threatened a descent in that 
quarter, and a great expense was consequently incurred, the whole was 
in the first instance discharged upon my authority, altho’ certainly the 
usual covering warrants were subsequently issued in the usual course by 
the Commander of the Forces. 

The Militia Force has now, I am delighted to say, been reduced to 
between 3 & 4000 men and I have recommended a still further reduction. 
But still this Force has been and is exclusively under my orders,—paid, 
clothed by regulations emanating from myself, Sir J Colborne having 
expressed to me the opinion that he had nothing to do with these matters 
in regard to the Militia. 

In all these arrangements, however, from first to last, I am gratified to 
consider, that between the Commander of the Forces and myself the 
most perfect harmony existed; and I was but too happy, throughout the 
past eventful period, on all occasions to consult with, and to receive and 
be influenced by Lord Seaton’s great Military Talents and experience; 
but I never thought that I was thereby relieved from a weight of Responsi- 
bility; and, Consequently, the adjustment of the Accounts has been an 
unceasing subject of labour and anxiety. 

I beg your Lordship to believe that I have entered into this detail at 
the moment of receiving your Despatch—not to make a parade of any 
service I have rendered,—but to satisfy your Lordship that I am not 
capable of making any representation affecting my own interests which 
does not appear to me to rest on the most solid foundation of reason 
and Justice. 

I venture to submit, that the Rule to which the Secretary at War 
refers, could not reasonably be insisted upon in the case of an officer who 
has been called upon, by the exigencies of the Public Service, to assume 
so heavy a military charge and responsibility. 

I beg to add that, as soon as possible after my arrival, the Militia 
Staff were discontinued, and that the whole detail has since been con- 
ducted by the ordinary Regular Staff of the Command. 

[Enclosures lacking.] 


[Str] R. D. Jackson To ArTHuUR: A.L.S. 4p. 


Montreal. |Marked “‘Private’’.] 

After talking over with the D. Qr. M Genl. the two arrangements for 
the dislocation of the Troops generally in the two Provinces, I am become 
convificed of the expediency of adhering to the 2nd. (or amended) 
arrangement which forms the subject of part of your letter of the 7th. 
Inst.— 

The 73d. Regiment is to be relieved this Year.—at least this is the 
intention of Government—and must be brought down in readiness;— 
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consequently Col. Love must be replaced by some other Officer of rank, 
and I do not know any one better calculated for the London Duties than 
Col. Wetherall— 

I do not think it advisable to build temporary Barracks at London 
and consequently it will be as well to reduce the Force in the Western 
District to the extent proposed in the 2d. Arrangement— _ I should hope 
that a portion of your Militia may be available for Sandwich and Windsor. 
London can be supported without much difficulty, I imagine, from 
Toronto, and every thing appears, so like quiet, that it is necessary to 
avoid expense of building additional accommodation even at London— 
The Barracks must, I find, be proceeded with. 

I quite agree with you that the best way of keeping up a Company 
of the Glengarries will be to attach it to one of your incorporated Bat- 
talions of Militia—and I beg you to give directions accordingly to Col. 
Carmichael. He had been in treaty with a Captain about the Company 
proposed, (before the receipt of your letter) to be borne on the strength of 
the Lower Province, as an Independent Company|.] 

Col. Carmichael has been written to suspend his treaty until he hears 
further on the subject from you. 

I have read your proposed Clause for the Militia—but I confess that 
the necessity of introducing it appears to me doubtful, and I should be 
disposed to avoid reference to a Colonial Legislature upon a matter that 
seems, to me, provided for in the Mutiny Act of the Imperial Parliamt 
and Articles of War founded upon it.— 

All Troops, muster’d and receiving Pay, however called out become 
liable to the provisions of that Act, which is not likely to drop, although 
introduced from year to year. 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 73-76. 


Government House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

It gave me great pleasure to receive your letters of the 7th. & 8th. Inst. 

In the case of Mr Small, it appeared to me that it would be necessary 
to submit to the opinion of the Law officers; but, as it involved a principle 
of some importance, I did not like to concur until I heard from you. I 
apprehend no difficulty in settling the matter at the first meeting. I 
have seen Mr Small, and find that, having looked into the Charter, he 
had satisfied himself that the appointment was with the Council, & 
perfectly understood the cause of the delay. I thank you for the perusal 
of his letter, which is written in a very good spirit, and I now return it. 

With respect to the appointment of Registrar of the County of Went- 
worth, the more I have reflected upon it, the more I am convinced that 
Sir Allan MacNab could not well have been passed over. He had, in 
fact, been twice elected Speaker of the present House, whose services it 
is possible you may not have entirely done with—and, when the mass of 
Detraction is taken away, which seems more or less to be heaped upon 
the most prominent men of all parties, I incline to think, from the many 
enquiries I have made, that there are but few persons of better standing 
than Sir Allan, though much distressed, I believe, by pecuniary difficulties. 
As soon as Colonel Chisholm heard that Sir Allan would accept the 
appointment of Registrar, if it were offered to him, he immediately 
wrote to me to withdraw the application in favor of his son. I have no 
expectation that the Knight will be an opponent of Government—far 
from it—but I consider that he and many others of the Constitutional 
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party, are pledged to support a strong Executive; and, therefore, will be 
antagonist to “‘responsible Government” men, as their Doctrine is in- 
variably understood here. 

All active Canvassing in Toronto is at an end; and both parties express 
a confidence of success. Mr Baldwin, who has proceeded this day on the 
Western Circuit, assured Mr Harrison yesterday that he had no doubt 
of a large majority. Mr Sherwood complains of intimidation having 
been used in the case of some Clerks—this does not look like confidence. 

Mr James Small, in conversation with me a few days since, very fully 
expounded to me his notion of Responsible Government. It is briefly this. 

The Home Government not to interfere in any way with the local 
affairs of the Province. The Executive Council to work in unison with 
the House of Assembly; and, more especially, to be responsible to the 
Country for all public appointments! What does this amount to? 

There has been no collision between the Executive and Popular 
Branch of the Legislature during the last four years; and, after having 
prevailed upon the Secretary of State to enlarge the Legislative Council, 
I did feel great confidence that, by an open, liberal policy—with occa- 
sional popular changes in the Executive Council—as little interference as 
possible on the part of the Imperial Authorities in whatever might be 
fairly considered local matters—an energetic exercise of the Executive, 
and with especial regard to public appointments—this meditated inno- 
vation would have been put down by the loyalty and good sense of the 
People. 

My personal influence, however, I am sufficiently sensible is, as in the 
nature of things, it must be, on the wane every day; and must, of course, 
rapidly wither under the effect of the Solicitor General’s having offered 
himself as a Candidate to represent this City upon the very principle 
which I have strenuously, and I believe hitherto to a great extent effectu- 
ally, fought against,—but it is your power and influence now that are all 
important— Whilst I have the satisfaction to hope, that the policy I 
have consistently pursued, by endeavouring to reconcile hostile parties, 
without giving a triumph to either, has been so far successful that the 
Country is now in such a condition—so balanced—that, if your Bill for 
the Union be at once adopted by the Imperial Parliament, a more aus- 
picious moment than the present for the necessary action to be taken in 
that great measure, could not be expected. 

Information was given last week by Colonel Crookshanks that there 
was a bad spirit again rising up in the interior of the Country, and he 
brought forward two men of good reputation to give evidence of some 
plot which is to explode when the elections take place. I desired Mi 
Harrison to take down their statements; but I do not attach much impor- 
tance to them. It will be long before public confidence will be restored 
in the country, and we must expect rumours of this kind—they will, 
indeed, I doubt not be used for electioneering purposes. 

There were no Despatches of any importance for this Government 
by the Great Western; and, what has rather surprised me, no official 
announcement of the Queen’s marriage. 

All is quiet on the Frontier. The Citizens are remarkably attentive 
to our Military People, and, I hope, our intercourse with the States will 
becOme more and more amicable every: day. 

Some of the Newspapers are intolerably bitter and personal; but I do 
not believe the effect produced upon the Community is of the slightest 


importance. 
[Enclosure lacking.] 
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ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 78. 


Government House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

You are aware that the Commander of the Forces intends to make 
many changes in the present destination of the Troops in the course of 
the summer. 

Without attaching any very serious importance to it, I would simply 
refer to the convenience of not moving the Troops at the very time the 
elections are going on, should you think it worth while to confer with 
Sir Richard Jackson on the subject. 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 78-79. 


Government House, Toronto. 

As the misconduct of the officers of the 2nd. Incorporated Militia 
occurred whilst you were administering the Government, I am sure you 
will feel interested in the result. I therefore, beg to enclose for your 
perusal copies of the Opinion of the Court of Inquiry together with two 
letters which accompanied it— Also copy of the Memorandum sent to 
the Asst Adjt Genl containing my decision upon the case, and authorizing 
the retirement of Captains Muttlebury and Cronyn from the Militia by 
their resignation. 

By the accompanying letter this day received from Colonel Love, it 
seems they have both accepted the alternative. 

Have you heard anything of a meditated insurrection in the island of 
Cuba? It is mentioned in a letter received this morning from New York. 

[Enclosures lacking. ] 


ARTHUR TO Cor. [J. F.] Love: LB.2; p. 152-153. 


Government House, Toronto. 

I have received your letter of the 18th. inst. in which you express 
the anxiety of the Cavalry to know whether they are to be kept up; and, 
in the event of it’s [szc] being otherwise, you recommend Lieut Frazer to 
be the Successor to Captain Muttlebury. 

It is not my intenticn to keep up any Cavalry beyond one Troop 
which is to be stationed at Toronto—if strong reasons occur to you why 
a Troop should be continued for service in the West, if you will officially 
state them, I shall be most happy to give the subject the fullest recon- 
sideration. I say reconsideration because at one time I seriously thought 
of it—but, after deliberating upon the expense I abandoned the intention 
of keeping up any Cavalry save one Troop in Toronto. 

With respect to Lieut Frazer, I can truly say his name could not be 
presented by any person in the Province whose recommendation would 
have more weight than yours—but there are other claims so urgent, and 
so well founded, that I can do no more than promise to pay the utmost 
attention to the strong wish you entertain to mark your approbation of 
this Officer’s conduct whilst he has been under your command. 


ARTHUR TO COL: [J. F.] Love: LB.2, p. 153-154. 


Government House, Toronto. {Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 
In reply to your letter of the 18th. I have only time just now to inform 
you—that your movement to the Lower Province is decided upon. As 
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delicately as I could, I have strongly urged the advantage of your Services 
where you are; but, in contemplation of the return of the 73rd. Regt. to 
England, the Commander of the Forces is of opinion that it is necessary 
you should be in readiness for Embarkation. 

The only change proposed in the original arrangement is to keep the 
whole of the 34th. Regt at Toronto, and to send only one Wing of the 
83rd to London—the Militia taking the duty at Windsor and Sandwich. 
I submitted the opinion that two Corps in the London District were very 
desirable, and I should certainly have been glad [if] it had been acceded 
to—for there are parts of your extensive command not to be depended 
upon for their loyalty. It is not my intention, however, to urge the 
matter further—and what I say to you now upon the subject. I say 
privately. 

I propose to commence my inspection as soon as the roads are a little 
better, and shall take London on my way to the West. I am sure that I 
shall find not only your own Corps, but the 85th. in the highest order. 

There are not less than 200 men of the 93rd., who voluntarily attend 
School—this has had an admirable effect upon the Corps, and I shall be 
glad to find that your men have a taste the same way. We must raise 
the moral tone and character of the Soldier—it is better, far better than 
punishment in order to subdue crime. The 93rd., however, are altogether 
a different Class of men from yours—younger, and more amenable in the 
way of learning, I should think... 

[P.S.] I enclose a letter to you from Sir Richard Jackson. 

[Enclosure lacking.] 


ARTHUR TO CoOL. [J. F.] Love: LB.2, p. 154-155. 


Government House, Toronto. 

I have received your letter of the 19th. inst—enclosing a letter from 
Colonel Young expressive of his regret at the misfortune which Captain 
Cronyn has unfortunately brought upon himself. 

Most deeply also do I feel it; and, in truth, it kept my decision sus- 
pended for many days; and, at length, I only yielded to necessity! 

It was my intention by authorizing Colonel Young to receive their 
resignations, that he should at once have acted upon it—but be so good 
as to desire him to do so now— ‘The Asst Adjt Genl, however, will write 


officially tomorrow. 


ARTHUR TO THOMSON: LB.5, p. 79-80. 


Government House, Toronto. 

Inadvertently, in referring to the Registrars office, I omitted to say 
any thing respecting the two other Offices held by Mr MacNab. 

The office of Deputy Clerk of the Crown was filled up by Mr Small, 
the Clerk of the Crown, as soon as it was vecant. 

The appointment of Serjeant at Arms is in the gift of the Government, 
and I intended that it should remain open, but I find it would be a great 
gratification to Colonel Chisholm if his son were appointed to this ve can- 
cy, and he certainly has a very strong claim upon me for the service which 
he has rendered to the Government. I fear he is exceedingly embarrassed, 
and that even this small appointment would be a great relief. 

I have just told him that I should write to you upon the subject. 

I am sorry to say our University affairs do not progress as I wish. 
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There are, certainly, parts of Dr McCaul’s scheme which do not altogether 
meet my concurrence; but both the Vice Chancellor and the Principal 
assured me that the Bishop had cordially greed to it. Suddenly, how- 
ever, the Right Reverend Gentleman has addressed a letter to Mr 
Matthews, in which he has attacked both me and the scheme in no 
measured terms. 

Though appearances have been kept up, I have long known how I 
have been regarded by him and some of his particular friends, who are 
conscious enough that, in the most quiet way, their influence has been 
effectually put down—and, yet, I am satisfied he cannot shew that I have 
done one erbitrary act. 

I will send you, by the next estafette, a copy of his Lordship’s letter, 
and of the answer to it which I have just drafted. He never would have 
indulged his spleen as he has done in animadverting upon my measures 
to one of the masters of the College, had he not known that I should 
shortly be out of his way. My disallowance of his salary as President 
about a year ago will not be readily forgotten. 

Mr Draper gets on very satisfactorily in his new office—the benefit 
of his method, and despatch of business is apparent every day. 


ARTHUR TO THE BISHOP OF TORONTO [JOHN STRACHAN]: LB.4, p. 55-60. 


Government House, Toronto. 

Some months ago, I directed a Committee to investigate into the 
State of Education generally in this Province, and to propose some 
scheme for its better regulation and extension. 

The Principal of Upper Canada College was the Chairman of that 
Committee; and in the progress of its labours, Doctor McCaul considered 
that a beginning might be made to put the University in action. 

A scheme was accordingly devised and His Excellency the Governor 
General presided as Chancellor when it was brought before thc College 
Council, & after some discussion, the principle of the scheme being 
generally approved, the subject was referred for the further Consideration 
of three members of that Board—of whom your Lordship was one—in 
conjunction with the Vice Chancellor, and Principal of U. C. College— 
mainly for the purpose of more carefully investigating its’ [sic] details, 
with a view, if possible, of reducing the expense. 

Very soon after the departure of the Governor General, the Vice 
Chancellor and the Principal presented to me a revised scheme together 
with a plan for some necessary buildings. 

The first enquiry I made of these Gentlemen was, whether your Lord- 
ship entirely concurred in the arrangements proposed; and I was distinctly 
informed that they had received your cordial approval—that, as Members 
of the Committee, they had waited upon me, at your Lordship’s request, 
and that you had expressed your willingness to take a Professorship of 
Divinity, and the same was inserted in the scheme. 

Under these circumstances it was, that I undertook to put before the 
College Council the first Ordinance relating to the building[.] I shewed 
it to your Lordship previous to going in to the Council, merely as a matter 
of form, having been apprized that you had already attentively considered 
the subject, and I placed the Ordinance upon the Table, observing, in 
your presence, that it met with your concurrence. 

Some doubt existing on my own mind as to certain parts of the 
scheme, I suggested that it should be published, so that general attention 
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might be drawn to it. My proposition met with no encouragement, but 
I still reserved the subject for further consideration. 

My doubts were—whether the efficiency of Upper Canada College 
might not be endangered by transferring so many of the Masters, as the 
scheme then before me contemplated, to the University; and, subse- 
quently to the meeting of the College Council, I entered into a very full 
explanation with the Principal of U. C. College upon the subject. 

I have reason to believe that Dr McCaul, in part at least, repeated to 
the Revd Mr Matthews the nature of my apprehensions; and, a day or 
two afterwards, Mr Matthews called at Govt House, and, to my great 
surprize,—as I had been informed that he had given his cordial adhesion 
to the scheme, and to the employment under it which had been assigned 
to him—urged upon my attention the prejudice which the College would 
sustain if the proposed scheme were carried into effect. 

After a long conversation, I requested Mr Matthews to state his 
sentiments in writing and, on the 18th. inst, I received a detailed com- 
munication from Mr Matthews accompanied by a letter addressed to him 
by your Lordship, dated the 17th. inst..—the perusal of which has led 
to the foregoing Narrative and induces me to add the following observa- 
tions. 

The intent of Mr Matthews’ Paper is to shew that the University 
Scheme will interfere with the efficiency of Upper Canada College, against 
which he records his protest. 

Your Lordship very highly commends this proceeding as an evidence, 
you observe, of “respect and veneration for (Lord Seaton) the founder 
of U. C. College, which does great honour to your feelings; in fact, the 
Colony owes a large debt of gratitude to Lord Seaton for its establishment 
which ought to ensure its presetvation in full efficiency.” 

Your Lordship remarks it is ‘‘a most valuable and necessary appendage 
to the University” and “I gave it my cordial support and cooperated 
zealously with the Governor in promoting it’s efficiency” and you express 
yourself ‘‘happy to find that some of the officers of U. C. College are no 
parties to the degradation of the Institution which it is their duty to 
support and defend” and that you, Mr Matthews, ‘‘who have laboured 
from the Commencement with so much credit as second master have had 
the courage to state your opinion—for this, Lord Seaton who glories in 
U. C. College, and his numerous friends will thank you”’. 

Towards the conclusion of your letter, your Lordship adds, ‘I shall, 
therefore, feel it to be my duty to protest against the adoption of any 
scheme which goes either directly or indirectly to Compromise the 
strength, dignity, or efficiency of Upper Canada College.” 

How it happened that the two Members of the Committee, associated 
with your Lordship to Consider the scheme proposed by Dr McCaul for 
commencing the University, could have stated to me that your Lordship 
cordially concurred in the project submitted for my adoption; or, how it 
happened that your name was inserted in the scheme as one of the Pro- 
fessors, if you were so vehemently opposed to the whole measure; or, how 
it happened that, when I laid that scheme upon the Council Table, and 
proposed to invite public criticism upon the whole plan, your Lordship 
was. silent, I cannot comprehend. Nevertheless, your Lordship will 
perceive, by the letters addressed to me by the Vice Chancellor, and 
Principal of U. C. College of which copies are enclosed that I had the 
strongest grounds for supposing that your adherence had been given to 
the plan. Unless your Lordship had stated it to be the case, I could not 
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have believed that, whilst all that I have described was in progress, your 
Lordship was expressly reserving your opposition until the details should 
be brought forward. 

Your Lordship’s observations respecting Upper Canada College have 
occasioned me some surprize. I have never supposed that Your Lordship 
had openly opposed the Lt Governor in that undertaking, but I have all 
along been under the impression that you were strongly adverse to the 
establishment of U C College upon so extensive a scale, and that, in place 
of its being erected with your cordial support and zealous co-operation, it 
met with your unqualified disapprobation, as a measure, in your opinion, 
involving an unjust appropriation of the funds, and as tending to defeat 
the early establishment, of the University. I am certain that a very gen- 
eral impression exists to this effect; and that Lord Seaton entertained it 
himself in a very strong degree, I can have no doubt. 

With regard to the early difficulties which your Lordship describes to 
be thrown in the way of the University, I am. of course, in no way 
responsible. 

When it was first proposed to me to concur in measures for putting 
the University into operation, I found that an estimate had been prepared 
for the erection of the Building amounting to £48754.11.34 and that 
tenders were before the College Council—the lowest being £45120.0.0[.] 

On enquiring what were the funds at the Command of the Council 
for this undertaking, I found there were actually available no more than 
£250! 

A Memorandum of the exact state of the Funds as furnished to me at 
the time is annexed; and it is unnecessary to offer any further explanation 
why I did not give my concurrence to the Building Proposition. 

Your Lordship remarks upon the Act 2 Victoria Chap 10 that it is 
“‘unconstitutional’’—“‘unjust in principle’’—that it ‘‘shews, in its details, 
a melancholy ignorance of all that ought to belong to a literary Insti- 
tution.” 

That its ‘‘provisions strike at the security of Property—invade the 
Prerogative of the Sovereign—trample on vested rights’’—and is in its 
“character and tendency more unconstitutional and revolutionary than 
any Law on the Statute Book of the Province.” 

The Act, thus stigmatized, your Lordship observes, the Chancellor 
was induced “‘to force a second time on the Legislative Council, contrary 
to all Parliamentary Usage and precedent”? and your Lordship adds 
“Several of the Members were so disgusted that they left the Chamber. 
As to myself, not having been referred to in the matter by the Chancellor, 
I did not at the time believe that he had interfered. I, therefore, con- 
tinued to resist it, but members and influence prevailed, and the measure 
was passed about half an hour before the Prorogation,—leaving a stain 
on the Legislative Council which can never be washed away.[”’] 

As your Lordship describes the Act upon which you have thus com- 
mented, and with which you have thus offensively identified the Chancel- 
lor, to be in a great degree innocuous, there would appear to be less 
excuse for such strong language, and I shall leave it to your Lordship’s 
reflection, how far it was treating me with courtesy and respect to seize 
upon such an occasion to hold up my conduct in the light you have done 
before an officer of an Institution over which it is my duty temporarily 
to preside, and thus through him to circulate your sentiments. 

[Enclosures lacking.] 
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ARTHUR TO Sir R. D. Jackson: LB.5, p. 80-83. 


Government House, Toronto. 

I have had the pleasure to receive your letter of the 16th. inst. I 
hope we shall be quiet; and, if the Maine Affair can be settled, I think we 
shall be so; in which case the exact force at each station occupied by our 
Troops will be less important. 

In suggesting that the whole of the 83rd. Regt should go to London, 
I was partly influenced by Lord Seaton’s decision, as communicated to 
me in his Letter of the 16 April last, of keeping three Regts of the Line in 
the London and Western Districts; and, having quarters at St Thomas’ 
{stc], unoccupied, for one hundred and twenty men, the expense of 
Hutting the remainder of the Corps, I thought, would have been trifling. 
It will be long, I trust, before the evil day will come; but, whenever we 
have a rupture with the States, the Western Country will be the scene of 
the greatest anxiety; and, with reference to the present political character 
of the People, which is none of the best in that quarter, it will be necessary 
that London and St Thomas should be occupied in force—the presence of 
a large body of Troops there for three or four years will tend, perhaps 
more than anything else to bring about an improved feeling. 

Sandwich and Windsor can well be taken by the Militia as you 
propose. 

You do not allude to Chatham. It is an important Post; but, un- 
fortunately, very unhealthy in the Autumn. I would recommend that 
it should also be occupied by the Militia. 

I enclose a proposed distribution of the Militia, to work with the dis- 
location of the Regular Force which you have decided upon. It can be 
revised just as you may desire. 

The most important point it embraces, is that of making Prescott 
the Head Quarters of a Militia Regiment, and occupying Fort Wellington 
with that Force. I am not quite certain about the extent of accom- 
modation at Prescott, and have desired the Asst Quarter Master General 
to ascertain; but I suggest this for your consideration, because Prescott is 
an important section of the St Lawrence, and the Militia will have at all 
times a rallying point, where their numbers, if necessary, may be aug- 
mented without confusion, and upon a well concerted plan. It will also 
set free a small Detachment of Regular Troops, the whole of which force, 
I conclude, it will be your wish always to hold perfectly disposable for 
the field. Unless, however, the Head Quarters of a Corps were at 
Prescott, I should not recommend the occupation of the Fort by the 
Militia. 

The new Barracks at Toronto being decided upon, we must hope all 
isfor the best. The Govr General was anxious to arrest that undertaking, 
principally, I think, in consequence of an opinion expressed to him by 
Captn Pringle. He spoke to me frequently upon the subject, and I 
enclose for your perusal the copy of a letter which I addressed to him 
upon it. 

Will you do me the kindness to let me know when your plans for your 
tour through the Upper Province are decided upon, as I shall have the 
greatest pleasure in receiving you at Toronto and can comfortably 
accommodate yourself and one of your Staff—and I am sure I need not 
add that I shall be sincerely happy by every means in my power to be 
useful. My Horses and Carriage are at your service. 
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We have now a sharp revival of Winter; but I propose commencing 
the half yearly inspection of the Regiments as soon as the weather is 
settled; and as I never feel fatigue by travelling, and do not regard bad 
roads, I hope to have this duty over about the time you begin to move— 
indeed, if I am pressed, I will not go on to Amherstburgh [sic], but will 
inspect the 34th. Regt on their arrival at Toronto. 

To see the Country as you desire, you should not, if it can be con- 
veniently avoided, undertake the tour until the beginning of June—the 
roads are wretched, and, if the spring is moist, they, literally, are im- 
passable. However, only make good Toronto, and rain or shine I hope 
you will find yourself comfortably at home. 

I have just heard from Lord Seaton by the Queen. He had been 
called to Town by Lord John Russell upon Canada affairs— He is quite 
well, and hard at work upon his long cherished plan of carrying Emi- 
gration more enterprisingly forward. 

[First enclosure lacking. Second enclosure is apparently item 1128.] 


ARTHUR TO EpwarbD [ARTHUR]: LB.6, p. 88-92. 


Toronto. 

Yr. letter dated on the 5th. January from Brighton only reached me 
yesterday—it afforded yr. dearest Mother & myself as well as yr. sisters 
& brothers, sincere pleasure to hear that you were well;—but I was sadly 
disappointed you wrote such a wretched scrawl without giving me the 
slightest information of yr. conduct or Studies at Sandhurst. To judge 
from your letter, you can have made no progress at all; but it wd. have 
been some gratification to me to have heard what your studies Nominally 
had been. You say you will not forget to write once a fortnight... but 
you do not otherwise refer to any part of my letters. Is this kind or 
dutiful? do you not suppose Edward yr. Parents must feel such careless- 
ness & inattention, & was not my advice worth the expression of yr. 
thanks if not calculated to excite you to make at least good resolutions— 
indeed, you grieve me much— I did expect my strong appeal to your 
best feelings wd. have roused you into a ready acquiescence with my 
wishes & that you wd. have given me an assurance of your determination 
to be zealous & attentive to your duties. I have heard of you from 
several quarters whilst at College & every acct. refers to yr. want of 
application. 

It is better far better to be without ability than to be an Idler. I 
have already explained to you that yr. success in life depends entirely 
upon yr. own exertions & that unless you gain your commission by your 
own acquiremts. you are never likely to obtain one— It is in vain to be 
putting off the labor of today until Tomorrow—whatever you have to 
do shd. be done heartily & zealously & at once. 

Whilst you are thus inattentive to my wishes, I have been most 
thoughtful about every thing that is connected with your future success 
in Life; & relying upon yr. own desire to strive to get forward, I have 
projected a plan by wh. you might take the lead of yr. fellow Cadets in 
German & french by sanctioning your passing your summer vacation in 
Hanover with Capt. Dieckman who is a very able clever person—& 
whilst you improve yrself. in those languages & drawing, or whatever may 
be thought best for you you would see the Hanoverian Troops. 

General Sir Hugh Halkett, who commands at Hanover, is the Father 
of Capt. Halkett of the Guards, who is my Military Secretary, & the 
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general I am sure wd. be glad to shew you some kind attention & so wd. 
Captain Hammerstein Col Halketts brother-in-law ... and if you work 
hard in the Morngs. at your studies, Capt. Dieckman will allow you the 
use of a horse by wh. means you will get excellent instruction & become 
a first rate Horse-man. But my first wish is that yr. heart & head may 
be all right. 

I am very much distressed to hear that Mr. Walton shd. have struck 
you, or called you ‘‘an ungentlemanly brute” as you say he did—it was 
unbecoming in him, very much so, to descend to any thing so improper— 
but, I cannot help thinking that you gave more provocation than you 
speak of, & I am shocked to think that you cd. even have entertained the 
thought of resenting it by a blow in return. 

If he forgets himself for a moment that is no excuse for a son of mine 
who has been instructed from his earliest youth from the word & Com- 
mandment of God never to resent en injury, even suppose it were one— 
You must recollect, however, that Mr. Walton hes the charge of you in 
my stead, & that it is his duty to correct you, provided, it is done in a 
proper way & spirit— I do not think it proper to condemn him, how- 
ever, without knowing what he has to say, & I am far from approving of 
yr. observing—“‘I do not wish this to be mentioned again’”— it looks 
like doing Mr. Walton an injury behind his back whilst he is kept in 
ignorance of it, & you know I have always enjoined you to be open—& 
candid—« fair in all you say or do— In place of harbouring a thought 
of resentmt., suppose you had in a firm, but mild & respectful manner 
said to Mr. Walton—‘‘Sir—if I have done what you consider wrong, I 
regret it; but, I am sure my father would be sorry that you struck me or 
used such language towards me’”’! ! wd. that not have been much better— 
wd. it not have had a good tendency in preventing a recurrence of any 
thing so disagreeable? I am sure you will reply in the affirmative. . . 
[Asks that thanks for kindness be expressed to Colonel Taylor.] 

Yr. brother Frederick is at present at New York—he is quite well & 
sometimes expresses a desire to join his regt. in India. A great many 
duties have devolved upon him whilst on my staff, & if he did not apply 
himself & work hard what assistance cd. he afford me do you suppose? 
If you intend to be useful hereafter, now is the time to lay in a large stock 
of useful knowledge, & to acquire the habit of application. 

All the rest of the Family are well except yr. sister Isabella who has 
been in delicate heaith for some time. John grows very fast & Eliza & 
Fanny are so tall you wd. scarcely recognize them again. Your sister 
Kate continues to assist me with her pen & whilst I walk up & down the 
room she transcribes as fast almost as I can dictate, & in fact does more 
actual business than most people— You will be glad, I am sure, to 
relieve her, but to do so you must qualify yrselfi—have your pen con- 
tinually in your hand & pass any leisure time in reading good Books. 


CuHA[RLES] PRESSLY TO ARTHUR: L.S. 2p. 


Stamps and Taxes, London. 

. Iam directed by the Board to inform you that the following Arrear 
of Taxes is due from you at Feltham Middlesex, being the Assessment 
of the year 1838. ending 5th. April 1839, in respect of the Establishment 
kept by you in the previous year between the 5th. April 1837. and the 
6th. April 1838 — vizt. 
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4 Servants £8 142.0 
2 Horses 4..14..6 
4 Wheeled Carriage Ora Uae 
Dog Mesto be) 
Armorial Bearings Vie srt] 

422,45 45.6 


And I am to request that you will cause this sum to be paid to the Receiver 
General at this Office. 

[Attached to the above is the following receipt:] 

Parish of Feltham 

Recd. April 24th 1838 of Sir George Arthur Fourteen Pounds 10s/-d 

for one years Assessed Taxes due Sth. Inst. 

£14.10.0 

Charles Allcot{.] 
stamp 6d— 


ARTHUR TO Sir R. D. Jackson: LB.5, p. 83-84. 


Government House, Toronto. 

The Asst Q Master General has just been conferring with me re- 
specting the movement of the Troops; and will convey through the 
Deputy Quarter Master General all local information. 

Captain Sandom has undertaken to give up the use of the armed 
Steamer Toronto. She has lately undergone a thorough repair, and will 
convey 250 men, with a proportion of Baggage, each Trip, from Port 
Colborne (it is not considered safe to embark Troops at Chippewa) to 
Amherstburgh [sic]. So that the removal of the 43rd. to the West, and 
of the 34th. Regt and Detachment 85th. to the East of Lake Erie may be 
conveniently effected within 14 days. 

At the same time, the Schooners employed by the Naval Department, 
I should presume may remove the Baggage of the 73rd. & 85th. Regts 
from Port Stanley—whilst these Corps move by Detachments to Hamil- 
ton from whence they may be conveyed direct to Montreal. 

By this arrangement, the expense and objections against the employ- 
ment of American Vessels may be avoided—and the Toronto will still be 
in readiness for your accomodation on the Western frontier. At the 
same time, I am aware that there are considerations which may make a 
more rapid movement desirable, and should you consider it necessary to 
take up American Vessels, I conclude you will object strongly to their 
touching on the American side for fuel. 

There is nothing new on the Frontier and all seems quiet. 

The arrangement you wish respecting the Company for Coteau du Lac 
can be very conveniently effected. I hear that we are not likely readily 
to get Volunteers for the embodied Corps—but, I do not believe it. 


THOMSON TO ARTHUR: A.L.S. 2p. 


Government House, Montreal. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

Yours of the 20th. and 21st. reached me on Thursday and that of 
the 24th. the following day. 

I conclude from what you say, that Sir Allan takes the Registrarship. 
It is the best arrangement. Pray give the Deputy Sergeantship to 
young Chisholm as you desire— His Father deserves very well of me, 
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and I am only sorry that he is likely to hold the place for so short a time. 
However, tho’ of course he will clearly understand that he has no claim 
to an allowance in case the office is abolished at the Union, it will give 
him one to be considered in the future arrangements. 

I am very easy under the discussions about ‘‘Responsible Govt.” with 
you, & I dare say that they will be renewed with fresh vigor when Lord 
John’s dispatch which he has communicated to Parlt. is published, which 
was my fest to the Solr. Genl. before I gave him office. But I believe that 
the extremes of both parties only pretend to misunderstand the matter. 
The Radicals know very well that they cannot have a British Cabinet in 
a Colony—and the Tories only charge them with wishing for it, because 
they fear the establishment of the practical system of Govt. which Ld. 
John and I desire to give them, which will cut up their power root and 
branch. A Strong Executive can only be one which has generally the 
confidence of the People. They only want an Executive held by them- 
selves, and care nothing for the only condition which can give it real 
strength. This is evident from all their attacks on the Govt.— 

I am very glad that Draper succeeds so well. I thought he would, for 
he seemed to me to have very good business like habits. 

I will attend to what you say of moving the troops. I want by the 
bye a formal opinion from the law officers of the Crown respecting the 
necessity for new elections in case the Union having passed in Parlt. 
should not be declared by me till the Autumn. I have directed a case to 
be submitted, which I shall be very much obliged to you to lay before 
them, and as it will involve Constitutional Law, I will get the C. J.’s 
opinion too, here— _ If there is any doubt upon the matter, it can easily 
be provided for in England. 

Your Chief Justice was to leave England the 15 March. Ld. John 
writes to me that he has written a pamphlet against us, and that he is 
altogether in the hands of the Tories, Lyndhurst & Co— _ I have got his 
pamphlet which gives me a poor opinion of his abilities as a writer. The 
style is wordy, inelegant, and very illogical. The only part in which he 
throws any light upon the subject is a statement of the present judicial 
and municipal system of Upper Canada, but that any man who had lived 
six months in the country could have done. 

I am anxious to get your controversy with the Bishop. I hope you 
will be firm with him. I saw that he had a spite against you by some- 
thing he let fall when first I reached Toronto, and which I instantly 
checked to his apparent suspicion, but I thought that must have been 
swallowed up in the greater irritation towards myself. . . 

[P.S.] You seem to have settled the Muttlebury row very well— If 
they be Gentlemen, God help the U. C. militia! Will you have the 
goodness to tell Mr. Macaulay that I have got his letters and will write 
in a day or two. 


ARTHUR TO SiR R. D. Jackson: LB.5, p. 84-86. 


Government House, Toronto. 

On the 2nd. of December last I transmitted to Sir John Colborne the 
original of the letter of which the enclosed is a copy, and earnestly begged 
him to be kind enough to exert his influence in attaining the object of 
Major Fraser’s wishes—the Brevet rank of Lieut Colonel—so as to place 
him in his position before those officers who were promoted for their 
services in the Canadas, being then his juniors in the army. 
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I have within the last few days heard from Lord Seaton acknowledging 
a letter of a later date, for which reason, together with other circum- 
stances, I am led to believe that my letter of the 2nd. December has not 
reached him. 

Major Fraser has stated his own case so plainly and truly, that I 
have nothing to add to it, except my testimony to its accuracy. 

It was not possible for any officers to make a greater effort than the 
whole of the Staff in this Province during the years 1838 and 1839.— 
A very large Militia Force was suddenly called out; and, as I dreaded 
the consequences, in the way of expense, if inexperienced Militia Officers 
were employed, I looked entirely to the General Staff to make a double 
effort for the good of the service.— Every one, accordingly, cheerfully 
exerted himself to the utmost, and Insurrection and Invasion were put 
down at the least possible charge upon the Country. 

Your Excellency’s Predecessor, I am satisfied, desired to do justice 
to every officer under his command—it was necessary, however, to draw 
some line, and, upon a general principle of that kind, I doubt not, it was, 
that the Assistant Quarter Master General was not promoted. 

It is true Major Fraser was not engaged in the affair at Prescott or at 
Windsor; but, in the great effort that was made, under the most adverse 
circumstances, to meet the Brigands at all points, every Departmental 
officer largely participated— The result was successful, and a General 
War which was one of the wicked objects contemplated by the dis- 
affected in this country, and their associates in the States, was averted. 
But, upon this point, a feeling of personal delicacy has always restrained 
me from doing even justice to those who served under me— [I shall, 
however, feel infinitely obliged if your Excellency will be so good as to 
submit Major Fraser’s case to the General Commanding in Chief, with 
your Excellency’s favorable recommendation|.] 

[Enclosure lacking. ] 


ARTHUR TO THE RiGHT REvp Doctor [JOHN] STRACHAN: LB.4, p. 61. 


Government House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

Nothing is further from my wish than to take offence unnecessarily; 
and, I can assure you that I have received your letter of this date with 
pleasure because it removes every hindrance to a good understanding— 
and during the probable short period of my administration of this 
Government, there is nothing I desire more than to cooperate with you 
cordially in every measure that has a tendency to promote the best 
interests of the community|.] 


JouHN Toronto [7. e. STRACHAN] TO ARTHUR: A.LS. 


Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I have read your very kind note with sincere pleasure and am exceed- 
ingly happy that the seeming misunderstanding which gave me much 
uneasiness has been removed[.] 

It will be a great satisfaction to me to co-operate with Your Excellency 
in any measure which has a tendency to promote the best interests of 
the community feeling well assured that Your Excellency will lose no 
opportunity of furthering its true prosperity[.] 
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A. W. Lieut To [Sir R. D. Jackson]: 
See item 1286. 


ARTHUR TO Sir R. D. Jackson: LB.5, p. 86-87. 


Government House, Toronto. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I have been disappointed at not having received any answer to a short 
note which I wrote to Sir John Colborne on the 2nd. December last, 
enclosing a letter from Major Fraser respecting his promotion which I 
begged Sir John to advocate eithcr at the Horse Guards, or through the 
Secretary of State as he might deem best. 

Having heard from Lord Seaton by the Queen without his adverting 
to the subject; and having lately learnt that a packet of Despatches of 
mine were some time since negligently left by the Messenger at Lewiston 
and afterwards forwarded by an American gentleman to New York, it 
strikes me as possible that some of my letters may have been lost, and 
this amongst the number. 

I have reason to suppose from a note addressed to Major Fraser by 
Lieut Colonel Rowan, of which I enclose a copy, that Lord Seaton must 
have recommended Major Fraser after his arrival in England.— 

But no favorable result has followed, and I fear there must be a hitch 
somewhere. 

Nevertheless, as he has been a very useful officer, and did his best to 
aid the Civil Government when the Militia were brought out in force, I 
am anxious to do my best, and shall be much obliged if you will have the 
kindness to forward the demiofficial I have addressed to you; and if you 
can venture to strengthen it with your kind notice, I shall be very 
thankful. 

We have had a week of very stormy weather—but, I hope, it will now 
set in fine before the Troops begin to move. 

It will be a little too early, perhaps, for the Welland and Rideau 
Canals; but there will be no serious difficulty unless there should happen 
to be stormy weather on Lake Erie, in which case we have there no good 
Ports—a very great evil which I trust will be remedied as soon as the 
finances of the Country will admit of it. 

[Enclosure lacking.] 


[Sir] R. D. Jackson To ArTHUR: A.L.S. 3p. 


Montreal. [Marked ‘‘Private’’.] 

I received this morning your kind communications with Map, for 
which I beg to thank you, very sincerely, but I must defer writing upon 
their contents for a few days, as I have not had time to look over them 
with proper care, and have only mow heard that a Messenger [h]as to go 
to Toronto[?] in 3 an hour. I send this note, therefore with the object 
only of shewing that I am not insensible[?] to your kindness. 

The U. States Troops have broke[?] up from Plattsburgh for Houlton 
on’the borders of Maine & New Brunswick.— and I hear that Col. Worth 
& some Troops are proceeding to the Western Frontier. 

All this may be a mere show, and swagger[?] but it may encourage the 
ill-disposed, and give us trouble—but that is what Soldiers are born for. 
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